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Great	commission	of	christ

The	Great	Commission	is	worldly-known	for	Christians	as	the	instruction	to	help	non-believers	be	led	to	the	Lord.	The	results	of	the	most	known	verse	from	Matthew	28	says	“Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations”	has	created	multiple	charities,	mission	trips,	and	organizations	that	work	with	Christian	missionaries.	This	is	to	contribute	to
showing	the	Lord’s	love	for	the	different	hopeless	and	lost	nations.	Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	teaching	them	to	observe	all	that	I	have	commanded	you.	And	behold,	I	am	with	you	always,	to	the	end	of	the	age.Matthew	28:19-20	What	is	the	Great
Commission?	The	Great	Commission	is	the	command	from	Jesus	Christ	after	His	resurrection	for	His	disciples	to	spread	the	Gospel	to	all	nations.	The	Book	of	Matthew	In	the	Bible,	The	Great	Commission	is	written	in	the	books	of	Mark,	Matthew,	Luke.	and	John.	They’re	known	as	the	synoptic	gospels	and	are	located	in	the	New	Testament.	Each	book
has	its	own	perspective	on	Christ’s	death,	resurrection,	and	the	Great	Commission.	Significance	Mark	explains	the	narrative	of	Jesus	Christ	(The	Son	of	God)	and	His	crucifixion	and	resurrection.	The	book	of	Matthew	is	proving	evidently	that	Jesus	Christ	is	the	Messiah	to	the	Jews.	For,	He	is	the	one	and	only	and	He	loves	his	children	multiplied	by
infinity.	Matthew	also	expresses	how	Christ	was	the	sacrifice	for	humanity’s	sins.	This	is	crucial	for	all	of	Christianity	because	these	books	describe	how	Christ’s	love	exemplifies	redemption.	The	importance	is	the	blessing	of	how	much	abundant	importance	it	is	to	teach	others	that	salvation	and	eternal	life	is	found	in	the	Lord	alone.	Christ	is	known
as	the	spotless	lamb	(back	in	this	era,	a	believer	sheds	an	animal’s	blood	and	repents	for	the	forgiveness	of	their	sins).	Jesus	is	perfect	and	spotless.	He	never	sinned	and	even	though	He	was	tempted	to	disobey	His	father,	He	never	did.	So,	when	He	was	mocked,	stabbed,	and	brutally	tortured,	Christ	took	responsibility	for	all	of	humanity’s	sins.	He	is
the	atoning	sacrifice	for	our	sins,	and	not	only	for	ours	but	also	for	the	sins	of	the	whole	world.1	John	2:2	Roles	of	Missionaries	Missionaries	are	Christians	who	build	friendships	and	serve	with	a	passionate,	loving,	and	inspired	heart	in	a	cross-cultured	environment.	A	missionary	helps	make	disciples	because	they	show	others	who	the	Lord	is	and	what
His	truth	is	through	teaching	Biblical	precepts.	This	is	while	modeling	and	guiding	others	toward	living	righteously	as	followers	of	Christ.	A	disciple	is	also	someone	who	doesn’t	fall	into	the	norm	of	this	secular	world.	They	are	made	to	stand	out	and	not	be	ashamed	or	afraid	when	someone	calls	them	out	on	their	faith.	When	society	makes	someone
try	to	mold	into	their	expectations,	it	causes	pressure,	pain,	and	a	lot	of	self-doubts.	When	following	the	Lord,	a	disciple	authentically	stays	away	from	converting	into	those	titles	and	stands	on	their	two	firm	feet	walking	in	their	path	of	faith.	…and	what	you	have	heard	from	me	in	the	presence	of	many	witnesses	entrust	to	faithful	men,	who	will	be
able	to	teach	others	also.	Share	in	suffering	as	a	good	soldier	of	Christ	Jesus.2	Timothy:	2:2-3	Here	are	3	roles	of	missionaries:	1.	Going	The	first	command	of	the	plan	is	to	“go”	to	the	nations.	It	is	a	command	for	the	church	to	cross	physical,	cultural,	and	spiritual	barriers	in	order	to	be	present	with	every	people	group.	When	a	missionary	is	called	to
the	mission	field	they	are	involved	in	a	new	language,	translation,	education	from	a	cross-cultural	perspective.	They	learn	to	communicate	with	culturally	different	people	and	learn	how	to	have	a	conversation	with	them.	Not	only	do	these	missionaries	build	relationships,	but	they	also	get	the	opportunity	to	share	their	testimony	and	tell	non-believers
about	the	Lord	and	His	truth.	2.	Evangelizing	The	second	command	of	the	plan	is,	to	“baptize	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father,	and	of	the	Son,	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.”	Baptism	is	the	crowning	moment	of	the	process	of	evangelism.	His	command	to	“baptize”	means	that	humanity	is	to	proclaim	the	Gospel	to	the	nations.	This	command	of	God’s	Master
Plan	explains	how	the	trinity	(Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit)	highlights	that	the	three	persons	of	God	are	all	involved	in	creating	disciples	for	the	Great	Commission.	3.	Teaching	The	command	is	to	teach	others	who	are	baptized	to	look	at	all	the	other	commands	from	the	Lord.	These	commands	include	serving,	teaching,	preaching,	fellowship,
preparing,	and	mentoring	other	disciples.	The	main	ambition	for	Christians	consists	of	having	leaders	and	mentors	who	can	teach	and	pour	wisdom	into	other	believers	and	be	sent	out	to	proclaim	the	gospel.	Teaching	Scripture	to	other	Christians	is	a	huge	step	to	leading	a	group	of	people	into	their	faith	and	to	understand	the	one	truth,	that	the	Lord
is	the	only	one	and	loving	supernatural	God.	How	You	Can	Help	Missionary	work	is	not	just	from	doctrines	and	church	leadership.	Missionaries	are	all	followers	of	Christ.	The	definition	of	Missionary	work	is	sending	out	Christian	believers	internationally	to	bring	and	proclaim	the	Gospel	to	the	lost	nations.	So	here	is	the	main	question,	if	you	are
called	to	missions,	how	can	you	help?	Where	do	you	get	started?	Missions	Trips	Missions	trips	occur	internationally	but	you	need	to	consider	what	services	you	are	most	passionate	about	before	you	choose	where	your	destination	is.	What	types	of	trips	are	there?	Below	is	a	list	explaining	the	different	categories	and	a	description	of	what	their	services
entail.	Method	Missions	trips	are	led	by	church	organizers	who	have	worked	with	the	travelers	in	a	youth	group	or	similar	setting	for	a	long	enough	period	of	time	to	prepare	for	the	trip.	Fundraisers	often	furnish	much	of	the	budget,	but	the	travelers	themselves	may	be	required	to	pay	their	own	way	to	the	trip’s	destination.	The	group	travels	together
by	air	or	bus	to	a	community	in	need,	usually	engaging	in	manual	labor,	classroom	teaching	or	health	clinic	duties	once	they	arrive.	Volunteers	stay	in	modest	conditions	with	the	locals	(usually	in	neighborhood	churches	and	community	centers)	so	as	to	immerse	themselves	in	the	lives	of	those	they	are	serving.	Purpose	Church	mission	trips	are
motivated	by	the	social	justice	teachings	of	Jesus	Christ,	who	preached	a	gospel	of	grace	and	humble	service.	Those	Christians	who	most	heartily	embrace	the	commandment	to	love	their	neighbors	take	an	active	role	in	demonstrating	that	love	through	volunteer	aid	for	the	less	fortunate.	Poverty,	injustice,	racism,	and	lack	of	opportunity	are	seen	as
issues	that	must	be	addressed	with	compassion	and	the	application	of	the	New	Testament	Gospel.	Most	mission	trips	aim	to	establish	lasting	ties	with	the	destination	communities.	Organizations	There	many	different	charities	and	organizations	that	are	out	there	to	help	proclaim	the	gospel	to	other	nations.	Here	a	few	categories	to	describe	the	types
of	services	that	some	missionaries	do	to	help	out	a	community	in	need.	Construction	A	majority	of	countries	in	poverty	are	in	desperate	need	of	construction.	This	type	of	mission	trip	insists	on	a	group	of	missionaries	congregating	and	creating	a	project	to	build	that	would	help	out	the	community	they	are	serving	in.	This	type	of	mission	trip	is	mainly
located	in	Eastern	Europe	and	Africa.	Mission	trips	that	have	construction	include	building,	painting,	drilling,	digging,	etc.	It	is	a	lot	of	manual	labor,	but	it	also	is	a	great	way	to	help	the	mission	field	that	you	are	on.	Digging	a	well	for	a	country	that	needs	clean	water,	revamping	an	old	school	that	is	falling	apart,	or	building	a	type	of	shelter	for	a
family,	are	just	a	few	ways	that	these	types	of	mission	trips	help	save	and	change	lives	of	others.	Teaching/Child	Care	Most	of	the	countries	around	the	world	that	open	their	borders	to	missionaries	allow	teaching	and/or	childcare	opportunities.	These	opportunities	could	be	anything	from	teaching	in	a	school	to	helping	out	at	an	orphanage	facility.	In
some	of	the	schools,	you	might	even	have	the	opportunity	to	write	your	own	lesson	plans.	Pouring	your	time	in	the	younger	generation	is	very	important	and	impactful	on	a	missions	field.	Being	able	to	give	these	kids	an	education	and	having	the	opportunity	to	share	God’s	love,	could	transform	their	lives.	Keep	in	mind,	you	will	need	to	learn	the	basics
of	their	language	while	teaching.	Some	people	mainly	do	this	type	of	mission	trip	from	3-6	months	to	help	build	relationships	with	the	students.	Medical	If	you	are	a	doctor,	nurse,	or	studying	to	become	either	one,	then	you	might	want	to	consider	a	medical	mission	trip.	These	journeys	are	a	great	way	to	gain	practical	experience,	medical	skills,	and
create	a	difference	in	someone’s	life.	These	trips	take	place	all	over	the	world	including	South	America,	Haiti,	and	Africa.	When	going	on	a	mission	field	in	the	necessity	for	aid,	these	Christians	provide	vaccines,	medicines,	and	other	medical	sources	to	help	a	community	become	more	healthy.	While	spending	time	on	the	mission	field	and	building
relationships,	they	also	have	an	opportunity	to	share	the	gospel	with	their	patients.	When	going	on	a	mission	field	in	the	necessity	for	aid,	these	Christians	provide	vaccines,	medicines,	and	other	medical	sources	to	help	a	community	become	more	healthy.	While	spending	time	on	the	mission	field	and	building	relationships,	they	also	have	an
opportunity	to	share	the	gospel	with	their	patients.	Conservation	South	and	Central	America	have	been	recognizing	the	significance	of	beaches,	rain	forests,	and	mountain	areas.	New	national	parks	and	conservation	acts	have	allowed	these	countries	to	open	their	doors	to	volunteers.	If	you	enjoy	ecotourism,	nature,	and	conservation,	then	you	might
consider	traveling	to	Central	or	South	America	to	help	save	the	planet.	These	missionaries	travel	across	the	world	to	help	plant	trees,	animals,	etc.	If	you	have	the	heart	for	saving,	cleaning	and	loving	the	planet	and	everything	alive	in	it,	then	conservation	missions	are	for	you!	These	are	just	a	few	pointers	on	how	you	can	help.	If	you	are	interested	in
reading	more	about	missionary	work,	read	our	blog	on	What	is	Missionary	Work	&	What	Do	Missionaries	Do?	The	Master	Plan	Why	is	missions	important	and	what	is	so	important	about	Jesus	telling	His	disciples	to	share	the	gospel?	Jesus	said	to	her,	“I	am	the	resurrection	and	the	life.	Whoever	believes	in	me,	though	he	die,	yet	shall	he	live,	and
everyone	who	lives	and	believes	in	me	shall	never	die.	Do	you	believe	this?”John	11:25-26	What	Is	God’s	Main	Goal?	In	the	book	of	Matthew,	the	Bible	clearly	states	that	once	the	Good	News	has	been	proclaimed	throughout	the	whole	world,	that	is	when	He	will	return	and	bring	his	believers	to	Heaven	with	Him.	And	this	gospel	of	the	kingdom	will	be
proclaimed	throughout	the	whole	world	as	a	testimony	to	all	nations,	and	then	the	end	will	come.Matthew	24:14	The	Meaning	of	God’s	Master	Plan	God	wants	to	fill	the	earth	with	His	character.	In	other	words,	it	is	God’s	plan	to	fill	the	earth	with	characteristics	such	as	love,	faithfulness,	and	grace	as	the	waters	cover	the	sea.	The	Lord’s	master	plan
is	to	reveal	His	character	and	glory	through	all	of	humanity.	The	meaning	of	his	main	ambitious	accomplishment	is	humanity	living	in	harmony,	unity,	and	love	of	other	people	and	for	all	humans	to	be	submissive	to	His	authority	and	obey	what	He	says	to	do.	For	the	earth	will	be	filled	with	the	knowledge	of	the	glory	of	the	Lord	as	the	waters	cover	the
sea.Habakkuk	2:14	God’s	Master	Plan	in	7	Steps	Throughout	the	Bible,	seven	has	always	been	a	significant	number.	The	Lord	created	the	universe	in	seven	days,	and	the	Sabbath	is	the	seventh	day	of	the	week.	Seven	is	a	significant	number	to	the	Lord	in	the	Old	and	New	Testament	and	is	the	number	of	completion	or	perfection.	During	the	Old	and
New	Testament,	God’s	plan	has	always	involved	seven	festivals.	Here	are	the	comparison	and	contrasts	of	the	old	testament	turning	into	the	new,	after	Christ	became	the	new	covenant.	Old	Testament	Steps	PassoverDays	of	Unleavened	BreadPentecostFeast	of	TrumpetsDay	of	AtonementFeast	of	TabernaclesLast	Great	Day	Before	Christ	died	for	all	of
humanity’s	sins,	they	had	to	live	by	the	old	covenant.	During	this	time,	Christians	had	to	sacrifice	a	goat	to	repent	to	the	Lord	for	their	sins	and	be	forgiven	that	way.	Before	Christ’s	atonement	on	the	cross	for	our	sins,	God	had	them	do	many	different	types	of	Christian	practices	for	His	forgiveness.	New	Testament	Steps	Christ’s	crucifixion	and
resurrectionChristians	duty	to	repent	their	sinsFollowers	of	Christ	receiving	the	Holy	SpiritThe	time	of	war	and	plagues	with	Jesus’s	second	coming.	Satan	at	the	beginning	of	the	Millennium	(and	the	world	becoming	one	with	God)The	Millennium-	Earth	being	ruled	by	ChristWhite	Throne	Judgment-	For	others	to	hear	the	truth	of	God	and	accept
salvation.	After	Christ	rose	from	the	dead,	He	became	the	mediator	between	humanity	and	the	Father.	Jesus	is	the	reason	that	we	today	do	not	have	to	do	the	more	traditional	practices	that	believers	had	to	do	before	Him.	Instead	of	sacrificing	an	animal,	Christians	today	don’t	have	to	sacrifice	because	of	Christ’s	sacrifice	for	us.	God’s	Master	Plan	For
Today	Here	is	the	guide	to	give	you	the	seven	steps	for	the	modern-day.	These	explain	how	both	covenants,	from	two	different	time	eras,	have	created	this	list	below.	Mentioning	sacrifice	Repenting	for	their	sinsThe	importance	of	the	Holy	SpiritCelebration	of	Christ	coming	backGod	is	more	powerful	than	SatanJesus	is	the	superior	of	all	elseOthers
accepting	the	‘feast,’	their	faith	and	salvation	As	you	see,	the	ultimate	goal	and	master	plan	of	the	Lord	is	for	every	individual	human	being	to	know	about	His	love	and	accept	His	salvation.	His	desire	is	to	not	see	His	children	live	in	oppression,	and	He	wants	to	liberate	them	from	their	sins	and	wrong-doings.	The	Lord	is	not	slow	in	keeping	his
promise,	as	some	understand	slowness.	Instead	he	is	patient	with	you,	not	wanting	anyone	to	perish,	but	everyone	to	come	to	repentance.2	Peter	3:9	He	loves	each	and	every	one	of	us	as	His	children,	and	like	the	loving	Father	that	He	is,	He	longs	to	protect	us.	The	Great	Commission	is	the	mission	to	fulfill	His	plan	so	all	hear	of	His	Good	News.	It	is
to	spread	and	proclaim	the	Gospel	to	all	nations	and	show	them	that	the	Lord	is	the	one	and	only	truth.	Now	may	the	God	of	peace,	who	through	the	blood	of	the	eternal	covenant	brought	back	from	the	dead	our	Lord	Jesus,	that	great	Shepherd	of	the	sheep,	equip	you	with	everything	good	for	doing	his	will,	and	may	he	work	in	us	what	is	pleasing	to
him,	through	Jesus	Christ,	to	whom	be	glory	for	ever	and	ever.	Amen.Hebrews	13:20-21	Matthew	28:18-20	is	the	most	well-known	biblical	record	of	what	is	commonly	referred	to	extra-biblically	as	“the	Great	Commission.”	But	despite	the	significance	of	these	and	other	verses	that	call	Christians	to	“go	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,”	a	surprising
proportion	of	churchgoing	Christians	in	the	U.S.	are	generally	unaware	of	these	famous	words	from	Jesus.	In	partnership	with	Seed	Company,	Barna	conducted	a	study	of	the	U.S.	Church’s	ideas	about	missions,	social	justice,	Bible	translation	and	other	aspects	of	spreading	the	gospel	around	the	world,	available	now	in	the	new	report	Translating	the
Great	Commission.	When	asked	if	they	had	previously	“heard	of	the	Great	Commission,”	half	of	U.S.	churchgoers	(51%)	say	they	do	not	know	this	term.	It	would	be	reassuring	to	assume	that	the	other	half	who	know	the	term	are	also	actually	familiar	with	the	passage	known	by	this	name,	but	that	proportion	is	low	(17%).	Meanwhile,	“the	Great
Commission”	does	ring	a	bell	for	one	in	four	(25%),	though	they	can’t	remember	what	it	is.	Six	percent	of	churchgoers	are	simply	not	sure	whether	they	have	heard	this	term	“the	Great	Commission”	before.	When	asked	if	they	had	“heard	of	the	Great	Commission,”	half	of	U.S.	churchgoers	(51%)	say	they	do	not	know	this	term.	Click	To	Tweet	The
data	indicates	that	churches	are	using	the	phrase	less,	which	may	reveal	a	lack	of	prioritizing	or	focusing	on	the	work	of	the	Great	Commission,	but	may	also	indicate	that	the	phrase,	rather	than	the	scriptures	or	the	labor,	has	simply	fallen	out	of	favor	with	some.	Taking	a	different	tack,	Barna	also	presented	churchgoers	with	five	different	passages
from	scripture	and	asked	them	to	identify	which	one	is	known	as	the	Great	Commission.	A	little	more	than	one-third	of	churchgoers	(37%)	correctly	identifies	the	Bible	passage—far	more	than	those	who	recognize	the	Great	Commission	in	name	alone.	Nearly	all	of	the	churchgoers	who	indicate	they	have	previously	heard	of	the	Great	Commission
(94%)	also	select	the	passage	in	Matthew	28.	The	remainder	of	churchgoers	either	does	not	know	which	of	these	verses	is	the	Great	Commission	(33%)	or	offers	an	incorrect	answer	(31%).	Learn	more	about	this	research	in	the	new	Barna	report,	Translating	the	Great	Commission.	Age	also	makes	a	significant	difference	in	whether	churchgoers
recognize	the	Great	Commission.	More	than	one-quarter	of	Elders	(29%)	and	Boomers	(26%)	says	they	know	the	text,	compared	to	17	percent	of	Gen	X	and	one	in	10	Millennials	(10%).	As	with	other	churchgoing	groups,	people	in	all	generations	are	more	likely	to	choose	the	right	passage	from	a	set	of	options	than	to	remember	it	unprompted.
Roughly	two	in	five	people	among	the	three	oldest	generations	correctly	identify	the	Great	Commission	(43%	of	Elders,	42%	of	Boomers,	41%	of	Gen	X).	Churchgoing	Millennials,	however,	are	about	as	likely	to	misidentify	(36%)	as	to	correctly	identify	(34%)	the	Great	Commission.	Although	not	even	half	of	any	age	group	knows	the	Great	Commission
well,	the	youngest	adult	generation	is	least	likely	to	recognize	it.	Again,	this	study	cannot	conclude	whether	respondents	are	ignorant	of	the	scriptural	mandate	itself,	or	just	unaware	that	it	is	commonly	called	the	Great	Commission;	in	this	case,	it’s	possible	older	generations	may	be	more	familiar	with	the	Great	Commission	because	the	term	was
previously	more	en	vogue	in	Protestant	missions.	Age	makes	a	significant	difference	in	whether	churchgoers	recognize	the	Great	Commission.	Click	To	Tweet	Segments	divide	in	their	awareness	of	the	Great	Commission	depending	on	denominational	affiliation,	church	attendance,	engagement	with	scripture	and	faith	practice.	For	instance,	practicing
Christians	recognize	the	Great	Commission	at	four	times	the	rate	of	non-practicing	churchgoers	(25%	vs.	6%).	There	is	a	correlation	between	what	Barna	calls	“Bible-mindedness”—essentially,	full	faith	in	and	regular	engagement	with	scripture—and	recognizing	the	Great	Commission.	More	than	a	third	of	churchgoers	who	are	Bible-minded	(36%)
knows	the	term,	and	over	half	(57%)	correctly	select	the	Great	Commission	from	the	list	of	possible	passages.	Similarly,	those	with	higher	levels	of	New	Testament	knowledge	are	more	likely	than	those	with	less	knowledge	to	say	they	know	what	the	Great	Commission	is	(33%)	and	to	correctly	identify	it	(52%).	By	comparison,	only	1	percent	of	those
with	low	New	Testament	knowledge	are	familiar	with	the	Great	Commission,	and	12	percent	can	pick	it	from	among	other	verses.	Evangelicals	are	the	most	likely	churchgoing	group	to	state	that	they	have	heard	of	the	Great	Commission	and	remember	what	it	is	(60%),	which	generally	aligns	with	their	theological	disposition	and	the	criteria	to	be
characterized	as	“evangelical”	in	the	first	place.	The	traditional	Christian	views	and	personal	spiritual	commitment	that	shape	evangelicals	likely	cultivate	a	higher	level	of	awareness	of	the	language	of	the	Great	Commission,	and	this	missional	jargon	is	more	ubiquitous	in	the	evangelical	community.	When	selecting	the	Great	Commission	from	the
series	of	verses,	three	of	four	churchgoing	evangelicals	(74%)	correctly	identify	it,	the	largest	portion	among	churchgoing	groups.	Fittingly,	American	evangelicals	also	appear	to	be	more	Bible-minded,	are	more	likely	to	be	active	in	their	churches	and	have	deep	knowledge	of	gospel	context	and	the	New	Testament.	Evangelicals	are	the	most	likely
churchgoing	group	to	have	heard	of	and	remember	the	Great	Commission.	Click	To	Tweet	A	survey	of	churchgoers’	knowledge	about	the	Great	Commission	shouldn’t	be	conflated	with	an	assessment	of	their	understanding	or	commitment	to	the	spirit	of	the	Great	Commission—a	concept	christened	only	fairly	recently	in	Church	history	and
concentrated	most	in	evangelical	circles.	Some	churchgoing	groups	are	inevitably	more	likely	to	hear	the	Great	Commission	directly	named	in	or	connected	to	messages	about	missions.	For	example,	28	percent	of	Southern	Baptist	pastors	and	18	percent	of	Baptist	pastors	say	their	last	sermon	about	missions	was	specifically	about	the	Great
Commission.	Non-mainline	pastors	are	typically	more	likely	than	mainline	ministers	to	mention	the	Great	Commission	in	a	missions	sermon	(15%	vs.	6%).	In	other	words,	the	degree	to	which	an	individual	churchgoer	is	personally	aware	of	the	phrasing	of	the	Great	Commission	could	be	explained	by	the	degree	to	which	their	own	church	denomination
or	leader	publicly	references	it.	About	the	Research	This	study	involved	qualitative	and	quantitative	research	with	pastors,	churchgoers	and	U.S.	adults.	In	initial	research,	an	open-ended	online	survey	was	conducted	in	July	2017	to	explore	perceptions	of	missions	and	Bible	translation.	The	84	participants	included	25	pastors,	31	practicing	Christians
(of	any	age)	and	28	churchgoing	Millennials.	Subsequently,	Barna	surveyed	the	same	types	of	respondents	in	a	comprehensive	online	survey	made	up	of	primarily	closed-end	quantitative	questions.	These	interviews	were	conducted	in	October	2017	with	a	nationally	representative	sample	of	1,010	U.S.	adults,	as	well	as	619	U.S.	Protestant	senior
pastors	(senior,	lead	or	executive	roles)	and	1,004	U.S.	adult	churchgoers	(who	have	attended	a	regular	church	service	within	the	past	six	months).	An	oversample	of	young	adults	contributed	to	a	total	of	692	Millennial	churchgoing	respondents.	PRACTICING	CHRISTIANS	are	self-identified	Christians	who	say	their	faith	is	very	important	in	their	lives
and	have	attended	a	worship	service	within	the	past	month	CHURCHGOERS	are	defined	for	this	sample	as	those	who	have	attended	church	within	the	past	six	months	BIBLE-MINDED	are	those	who	have	read	the	Bible	within	the	past	seven	days	and	agree	strongly	that	the	Bible	is	accurate.	EVANGELICALS	meet	nine	criteria,	which	include	having
made	a	personal	commitment	to	Jesus	Christ	that	is	still	important	in	their	life	today	and	believing	that,	when	they	die,	they	will	go	to	heaven	because	they	have	confessed	their	sins	and	accepted	Jesus	Christ	as	their	Savior.	The	seven	other	conditions	include	saying	their	faith	is	very	important	in	their	lives;	believing	they	have	a	personal
responsibility	to	share	their	religious	beliefs	about	Christ	with	non-Christians;	believing	that	Satan	exists;	believing	that	Jesus	Christ	lived	a	sinless	life	on	earth;	asserting	that	the	Bible	is	accurate	in	all	that	it	teaches;	believing	that	eternal	salvation	is	possible	only	through	grace,	not	works;	and	describing	God	as	the	all-knowing,	all-powerful,	perfect
deity	who	created	the	universe	and	still	rules	it	today.	Being	classified	as	an	evangelical	is	not	dependent	on	church	attendance	or	denominational	affiliation,	and	respondents	are	not	asked	to	describe	themselves	as	“evangelical.”	NON-MAINLINE	are	those	in	charismatic	/	Pentecostal	churches,	churches	in	the	Southern	Baptist	Convention,	churches
in	the	Wesleyan-Holiness	tradition	and	non-denominational	churches,	among	others.	MAINLINE	are	those	in	American	Baptist	Churches	USA,	the	Episcopal	Church,	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	of	America,	United	Church	of	Christ,	United	Methodist	Church	and	Presbyterian	Church	USA.	GEN	Z	were	born	between	1999	and	2015.	MILLENNIALS
were	born	between	1984	and	2002.	GEN	X	were	born	between	1965	and	1983.	BOOMERS	were	born	between	1946	and	1964.	ELDERS	were	born	prior	to	1946.	About	Barna	Group	Barna	Group	is	a	private,	non-partisan,	for-profit	organization	under	the	umbrella	of	the	Issachar	Companies.	Located	in	Ventura,	California,	Barna	Group	has	been
conducting	and	analyzing	primary	research	to	understand	cultural	trends	related	to	values,	beliefs,	attitudes	and	behaviors	since	1984.	©	Barna	Group,	2018
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