
	

https://gegiberap.bebopim.com/799088856393146672590226077739518798038604?pikepojegazumixinofobenemimoveliwagexenokafewugizoseruraxenowovofezimekawofujodaxasalaxorufodobibof=xudefuditifufefutowunamidipezibidaratewajatepunetukomuzitazeralafunazamaragurukakarujofuwigofubaverivefekuvodutugugapawarugibalivisozugonabaxuwagulefasepekuxunifakabetatixirasijujejuzepifibarugolejusopavil&utm_term=book+of+ruth+summary&mijigezapuriwuwifapewufuloxuzapabetadivomiwukuguvubipizerikuvelibanudorepagudevuvubetegusaxa=rebebelabudagumizomoxufasipukoturupigevesalibuguduwosemadimujipudizukesubujaketumozixovebajanedufakoziwuwibalekozafurilazinugalajuxavejatuworotufobal












Book	of	ruth	summary

East	Asian	All	East	Asian	Abrahamic/Middle	East	All	Abrahamic/Middle	East	Indian	All	Indian	Other	Beliefs	&	Religions	All	Other	Beliefs	&	Religions	The	Book	of	Ruth	is	a	fascinating	short	story	from	the	Old	Testament	(Hebrew	Bible)	about	a	non-Jewish	woman	who	married	into	a	Jewish	family	and	became	an	ancestor	of	David	and	Jesus.	The	Book	of
Ruth	is	one	of	the	Bible's	shortest	books,	telling	its	story	in	just	four	chapters.	Its	main	character	is	a	Moabite	woman	named	Ruth,	the	daughter-in-law	of	a	Jewish	widow	named	Naomi.	It's	an	intimate	family	tale	of	misfortune,	crafty	use	of	kinship	ties,	and	ultimately,	loyalty.	The	story	is	told	in	an	odd	place,	interrupting	the	grand	sweep	of	history
found	in	the	books	around	it.	These	"history"	books	include	Joshua,	Judges,	1-2	Samuel,	1-2	Kings,	1-2	Chronicles,	Ezra,	and	Nehemiah.	They're	called	the	Deuteronomistic	History	because	they	all	share	theological	principles	expressed	in	the	Book	of	Deuteronomy.	Specifically,	they're	based	on	the	idea	that	God	had	direct,	intimate	relationships	with
the	descendants	of	Abraham,	the	Jews,	and	was	involved	directly	in	shaping	Israel's	history.	How	does	the	vignette	of	Ruth	and	Naomi	fit	in?	In	the	original	version	of	the	Hebrew	Bible,	the	Torah,	Ruth's	story	is	part	of	"the	writings"	(Ketuvim	in	Hebrew),	along	with	Chronicles,	Ezra	and	Nehemiah.	Contemporary	biblical	scholars	now	tend	to
categorize	the	books	as	"theological	and	didactic	historiography."	In	other	words,	these	books	reconstruct	historical	events	to	some	degree,	but	they	tell	the	histories	by	means	of	imaginative	literary	devices	for	purposes	of	religious	instruction	and	inspiration.	During	a	famine,	a	man	named	Elimelech	took	his	wife	Naomi	and	their	two	sons,	Mahlon
and	Chilion,	east	from	their	home	in	Bethlehem	in	Judea	to	a	country	called	Moab.	After	their	father's	death,	the	sons	married	Moabite	women,	Orpah,	and	Ruth.	They	lived	together	for	about	10	years	until	both	Mahlon	and	Chilion	died,	leaving	their	mother	Naomi	to	live	with	her	daughters-in-law.	Hearing	that	the	famine	had	ended	in	Judah,	Naomi
decided	to	return	to	her	home,	and	she	urged	her	daughters-in-law	to	return	to	their	own	mothers	in	Moab.	After	much	dispute,	Orpah	acceded	to	her	mother-in-law's	wishes	and	left	her,	weeping.	But	the	Bible	says	Ruth	clung	to	Naomi	and	uttered	her	now-famous	words:	"Where	you	go	I	will	go;	where	you	lodge,	I	will	lodge;	your	people	shall	be	my
people,	and	your	God	my	God"	(Ruth	1:16).	Once	they	reached	Bethlehem,	Naomi	and	Ruth	sought	food	by	gleaning	grain	from	the	field	of	a	kinsman,	Boaz.	Boaz	offered	Ruth	protection	and	food.	When	Ruth	asked	why	she,	a	foreigner,	should	receive	such	kindness,	Boaz	replied	that	he	had	learned	of	Ruth's	faithfulness	to	her	mother-in-law,	and	he
prayed	that	the	God	of	Israel	would	bless	Ruth	for	her	loyalty.	Naomi	then	contrived	to	marry	Ruth	to	Boaz	by	invoking	her	kinship	with	him.	She	sent	Ruth	to	Boaz	at	night	to	offer	herself	to	him,	but	the	upright	Boaz	refused	to	take	advantage	of	her.	Instead,	he	helped	Naomi	and	Ruth	negotiate	some	rituals	of	inheritance,	after	which	he	married
Ruth.	Soon	they	had	a	son,	Obed,	who	fathered	a	son	Jesse,	who	was	the	father	of	David,	who	became	king	of	a	unified	Israel.	The	Book	of	Ruth	is	the	kind	of	high	drama	that	would	have	played	well	in	Jewish	oral	tradition.	A	faithful	family	is	driven	by	famine	from	Judah	to	the	non-Jewish	land	of	Moab.	Their	sons'	names	are	metaphors	for	their	misery
("Mahlon"	means	"sickness"	and	"Chilion"	means	"wasting"	in	Hebrew).	The	loyalty	that	Ruth	shows	Naomi	is	richly	rewarded,	as	is	her	fealty	to	the	one	true	God	of	her	mother-in-law.	Bloodlines	are	second	to	faith	(a	hallmark	of	the	Torah,	where	second	sons	repeatedly	win	the	birthrights	that	should	pass	to	their	elder	brothers).	When	Ruth	becomes
the	great-grandmother	of	Israel's	heroic	king,	David,	it	means	that	not	only	could	a	foreigner	be	completely	assimilated,	but	he	or	she	might	be	God's	instrument	for	some	higher	good.		The	placement	of	Ruth	alongside	Ezra	and	Nehemiah	is	interesting.	In	at	least	one	aspect,	Ruth	acts	as	a	rebuke	to	the	others.	Ezra	and	Nehemiah	demanded	that
Jews	divorce	foreign	wives;	Ruth	shows	that	outsiders	who	profess	faith	in	Israel's	God	can	be	fully	assimilated	into	Jewish	society.	For	Christians,	the	Book	of	Ruth	is	an	early	echo	of	the	divinity	of	Jesus.	Connecting	Jesus	to	the	House	of	David	(and	ultimately	to	Ruth)	gave	the	Nazarene	the	imprimatur	of	a	messiah	among	early	converts	to
Christianity.	David	was	Israel's	greatest	hero,	a	messiah	(God-sent	leader)	in	his	own	right.	Jesus'	lineage	from	David's	family	in	both	blood	through	his	mother	Mary	and	legal	kinship	through	his	foster	father	Joseph	lent	credence	to	his	followers'	claims	that	he	was	the	Messiah	who	would	liberate	the	Jews.	Thus	for	Christians,	the	Book	of	Ruth
represents	an	early	sign	that	the	Messiah	would	liberate	all	of	humankind,	not	solely	the	Jews.	Quick	Summary:	The	Book	of	Ruth	tells	a	beautiful	story	of	loyalty	and	redemption	as	Ruth,	a	Moabite	widow,	chooses	to	stay	with	her	mother-in-law	Naomi	and	eventually	finds	love	and	purpose	in	her	new	life	in	Bethlehem.	The	Book	of	Ruth.	Book
Summary	The	Book	of	Ruth	is	a	short	but	profound	narrative	set	during	the	time	of	the	judges	in	Israel.	It	introduces	us	to	the	lives	of	Naomi	and	her	Moabite	daughter-in-law,	Ruth,	highlighting	themes	of	love,	loyalty,	and	divine	providence.	The	story	begins	in	a	period	of	famine	that	drives	Naomi	and	her	family	from	Bethlehem	to	Moab	in	search	of
better	conditions.	Sadly,	Naomi’s	husband	dies,	followed	by	the	death	of	her	two	sons,	which	leaves	her	alone	and	grief-stricken.	In	Moab,	Naomi’s	sons	marry	two	Moabite	women,	Ruth	and	Orpah.	After	Naomi	learns	that	the	famine	in	Bethlehem	has	ended,	she	decides	to	return.	She	urges	her	daughters-in-law	to	stay	in	Moab	and	find	new
husbands.	Orpah	agrees	and	stays	behind,	but	Ruth	insists	on	accompanying	Naomi,	demonstrating	remarkable	loyalty.	Ruth	famously	declares,	“Where	you	go,	I	will	go,	and	where	you	stay,	I	will	stay.”	This	presents	the	foundation	of	their	relationship	based	on	profound	love	and	commitment.	As	Naomi	and	Ruth	arrive	in	Bethlehem,	they	face
challenges.	Ruth,	being	a	Moabite,	is	seen	as	an	outsider.	To	support	Naomi,	Ruth	gleans	in	the	fields	during	the	harvest	season,	a	practice	allowed	for	the	poor	and	widowed.	She	ends	up	working	in	the	fields	owned	by	Boaz,	a	relative	of	Naomi’s	late	husband.	Boaz	notices	Ruth’s	dedication	and	kindness,	and	he	ensures	that	she	is	protected	and
provided	for	while	she	works	in	his	fields.	As	the	story	unfolds,	Naomi	encourages	Ruth	to	seek	a	marriage	proposal	from	Boaz,	establishing	a	beautiful	act	of	chesed,	or	loving-kindness.	Ruth	approaches	Boaz	during	the	harvest	celebration,	uncovering	his	feet	in	the	night,	a	symbolic	act	that	signifies	her	desire	for	him	to	take	her	under	his	protection
as	a	family	redeemer.	Boaz	is	taken	aback	by	Ruth’s	boldness	and	loyalty	both	to	Naomi	and	to	her	late	husband,	and	he	agrees	to	marry	her,	but	he	informs	her	that	there	is	a	closer	relative	who	has	the	first	right	to	redeem.	Ultimately,	Boaz	confronts	the	closer	relative	in	the	city	gate	and	presents	the	opportunity	for	him	to	redeem	Naomi’s	land	and
marry	Ruth.	The	relative	declines,	opening	the	way	for	Boaz.	Boaz	marries	Ruth,	and	their	union	is	blessed	by	the	community.	They	have	a	son	named	Obed,	who	becomes	the	grandfather	of	King	David.	The	Book	of	Ruth	not	only	illustrates	the	importance	of	loyalty	and	love	but	also	offers	a	powerful	portrait	of	God’s	providence	as	He	weaves	together
different	lives	for	a	great	purpose.	This	story	highlights	how	love	can	cross	cultural	boundaries,	emphasizing	the	idea	that	God’s	grace	is	available	to	all,	regardless	of	their	background.	Lessons	From	The	Book	of	Ruth.	Lesson	1:	The	Power	of	Loyalty	The	story	of	Ruth	and	Naomi	is	a	profound	testament	to	loyalty.	Ruth’s	decision	to	stay	with	Naomi
despite	losing	her	husband	and	being	in	a	foreign	land	demonstrates	profound	commitment.	When	faced	with	hardship,	she	chooses	to	support	her	mother-in-law	rather	than	return	to	her	own	family.	This	teaches	us	that	loyalty	can	strengthen	relationships,	even	in	the	most	challenging	times.	Here	are	some	reflections	on	loyalty:	Loyalty	nurtures
trust.	When	Ruth	commits	to	Naomi,	it	fosters	a	relationship	built	on	trust	and	understanding.	Loyalty	transcends	boundaries.	Ruth,	a	Moabite,	shows	that	true	loyalty	knows	no	cultural	borders.	In	times	of	crisis,	loyalty	can	provide	stability.	Ruth’s	presence	offers	her	mother-in-law	comfort	and	companionship.	This	lesson	inspires	us	to	reflect	on	our
own	relationships.	How	can	we	show	loyalty	to	our	family,	friends,	or	even	our	community	during	difficult	times?	Unconditional	loyalty	is	not	just	a	bond	shared	but	a	commitment	to	stand	together	irrespective	of	circumstances.	Lesson	2:	The	Importance	of	Kindness	Ruth’s	story	emphasizes	kindness	and	compassion	as	central	themes	in	human
relationships.	Throughout	the	narrative,	Ruth’s	actions	showcase	her	kindness	in	several	ways.	She	willingly	gleaned	in	the	fields	to	provide	for	Naomi,	risking	her	own	safety	and	well-being	to	support	her	family.	Her	encounters	with	Boaz	also	demonstrate	how	acts	of	kindness	can	lead	to	unexpected	blessings.	The	takeaways	from	this	aspect	are:
Acts	of	kindness	can	change	lives.	Ruth’s	labor	in	the	fields	not	only	provided	food	for	Naomi	but	also	set	the	stage	for	meeting	Boaz.	Kindness	creates	a	ripple	effect.	Boaz	shows	kindness	back	to	Ruth,	creating	a	cycle	of	goodwill	that	enriches	both	their	lives.	Even	small	acts	can	lead	to	great	outcomes.	Ruth’s	simple	act	of	gleaning	eventually	leads
to	her	redemption	and	marriage.	Kindness	is	a	powerful	tool	that	can	be	instrumental	in	building	relationships	and	reshaping	destinies.	The	story	encourages	us	to	practice	kindness	in	everyday	actions.	You	never	know	how	a	small	gesture	can	impact	someone’s	life	positively.	Acts	of	compassion	and	kindness	can	lead	to	profound	transformations	in
our	lives	and	those	around	us.	Lesson	3:	God’s	Providence	and	Redemption	The	Book	of	Ruth	reveals	a	larger	narrative	about	God’s	providence	and	redemptive	work	in	our	lives.	Despite	the	difficulties	faced	by	Naomi	and	Ruth,	their	story	shows	that	God	is	at	work	behind	the	scenes,	orchestrating	events	for	their	good.	As	Boaz	became	the	kinsman-
redeemer	for	Ruth,	this	parallels	the	idea	of	Jesus	as	the	ultimate	redeemer	for	humanity.	Important	reflections	include:	God’s	providence	often	unfolds	in	unexpected	ways.	Ruth	never	imagined	that	her	loyalty	would	lead	her	to	become	the	great-grandmother	of	King	David.	God	uses	ordinary	circumstances	for	extraordinary	outcomes.	The	common
practice	of	gleaning	led	to	the	extraordinary	act	of	redemption.	Faith	and	obedience	are	integral	to	experiencing	God’s	providence.	Ruth’s	boldness	in	approaching	Boaz	required	courage,	and	her	faith	led	to	her	redemption.	This	lesson	encourages	us	to	trust	in	God’s	plans	during	uncertain	times.	Faith	can	help	us	navigate	challenges	and	believe	that
our	actions	are	part	of	a	bigger	purpose.	It’s	a	reminder	that	even	in	our	struggles,	there’s	hope	in	a	greater	story	unfolding,	one	that	can	bring	healing	and	restoration.	The	Book	of	Ruth.	Book	Review	The	Book	of	Ruth	is	a	literary	gem	in	the	Bible,	often	overlooked	yet	richly	packed	with	lessons.	The	narrative	is	beautifully	woven	with	themes	that
resonate	deeply	with	readers.	Through	its	engaging	characters	and	their	experiences,	we	witness	profound	emotions	and	transformative	actions.	The	story’s	simplicity	is	deceptive.	While	being	only	four	chapters	long,	it	conveys	powerful	messages	about	love,	loyalty,	and	God’s	redemptive	workings	in	our	lives.	Ruth’s	character	stands	out	in	the
narrative.	She	embodies	strength,	courage,	and	kindness.	Her	commitment	to	Naomi	sets	the	tone	for	the	story,	drawing	readers	into	her	world.	The	portrayal	of	relationships	between	Ruth	and	Naomi,	as	well	as	Ruth	and	Boaz,	showcases	deep	connections	that	transcend	hardship.	Additionally,	Boaz	is	portrayed	as	a	noble	figure—a	model	of	integrity
and	kindness.	His	willingness	to	act	as	the	kinsman-redeemer	provides	a	beautiful	picture	of	selflessness	and	love.	Reading	Ruth	is	not	merely	an	academic	exercise;	it	allows	the	reader	to	meditate	on	the	profound	depth	of	human	relationships	while	grappling	with	God’s	overarching	plan	in	our	lives.	The	story	encourages	a	reflection	on	our	own
relationships,	prompting	us	to	ask	if	we	are	embodying	the	values	of	kindness,	loyalty,	and	faithfulness	in	our	daily	lives.	The	writing	style	is	accessible	and	engaging.	The	dialogues	are	heartfelt,	conveying	genuine	emotion	and	connection.	The	setting	details	also	contribute	to	immersing	readers	in	the	cultural	context,	providing	a	rich	background	to
the	story.	Most	importantly,	the	Book	of	Ruth	is	a	reminder	of	love	and	grace,	leaving	readers	with	a	sense	of	hope	and	potential	redemption.	Who	Would	I	Recommend	The	Book	of	Ruth	To?	The	Book	of	Ruth	is	recommended	for	anyone	looking	to	explore	themes	of	loyalty	and	love.	It	is	especially	suitable	for:	Young	readers	–	The	story’s
straightforward	narrative	and	compelling	characters	make	it	a	great	introduction	to	biblical	literature	for	younger	audiences.	Readers	seeking	inspiration	–	Those	looking	for	uplifting	stories	about	love	and	commitment	will	find	encouragement	within	Ruth’s	narrative.	Individuals	exploring	family	dynamics	–	The	book	is	ideal	for	those	examining
relationships,	whether	familial	or	friendships,	emphasizing	resilience	and	kindness	amidst	challenges.	Christians	and	people	of	faith	–	This	book	can	deepen	one’s	understanding	of	God’s	providence	and	grace	throughout	history,	linking	the	story	of	Ruth	to	the	larger	narrative	of	redemption	in	the	Bible.	Whether	someone	is	familiar	with	the	Bible	or
new	to	its	teachings,	the	Book	of	Ruth	invites	everyone	to	reflect	on	the	values	of	loyalty,	kindness,	and	hope,	making	it	relevant	across	generations.	Final	Thoughts	In	conclusion,	the	Book	of	Ruth	is	not	only	a	heartwarming	tale	but	also	a	source	of	timeless	lessons	on	loyalty,	kindness,	and	divine	providence.	It	encourages	readers	to	reflect	on	their
lives	and	relationships	and	inspires	them	to	act	with	compassion	and	integrity.	Ruth’s	willingness	to	forge	a	new	path	and	embrace	her	new	role	suggests	the	beauty	of	stepping	into	the	unknown	with	faith.	The	narrative	assures	us	that	our	choices	matter	and	that	love	can	triumph	against	all	odds.	Consider	exploring	more	biblical	stories	or	themes
linked	to	familial	and	cultural	connections,	such	as	The	Book	of	Esther	or	Book	Summary	Template.	These	connections	provide	further	insights	into	the	impact	of	enduring	relationships	and	the	power	of	faith	in	our	lives.	Author:	The	Book	of	Ruth	does	not	specifically	name	its	author.	The	tradition	is	that	the	Book	of	Ruth	was	written	by	the	Prophet
Samuel.	Full	article:	Who	wrote	the	book	of	Ruth?	Who	was	the	author	of	Ruth?	Date	of	Writing:	The	exact	date	the	Book	of	Ruth	was	written	is	uncertain.	However,	a	reasonable	view	is	between	1030	and	1010	BC.	Full	article:	When	was	Ruth	written?	Purpose	of	Writing:	The	Book	of	Ruth	was	written	to	the	Israelites.	It	teaches	that	genuine	love	at
times	may	require	uncompromising	sacrifice.	Regardless	of	our	lot	in	life,	we	can	live	according	to	the	precepts	of	God.	Genuine	love	and	kindness	will	be	rewarded.	God	abundantly	blesses	those	who	seek	to	live	obedient	lives.	Obedient	living	does	not	allow	for	"accidents"	in	God’s	plan.	God	extends	mercy	to	the	merciful.	Key	Verses:	Ruth	1:16,	"But
Ruth	replied,	'don’t	urge	me	to	leave	you	or	to	turn	back	from	you.	Where	you	go	I	will	go,	and	where	you	stay	I	will	stay.	Your	people	will	be	my	people	and	your	God	my	God.'"	Ruth	3:9,	"'Who	are	you?'	he	asked.	'I	am	your	servant	Ruth,'	she	said.	’spread	the	corner	of	your	garment	over	me,	since	you	are	a	kinsman-redeemer.'"	Ruth	4:17,	"The
women	living	there	said,	'Naomi	has	a	son.'	And	they	named	him	Obed.	He	was	the	father	of	Jesse,	the	father	of	David."	Brief	Summary:	The	setting	for	the	Book	of	Ruth	begins	in	the	heathen	country	of	Moab,	a	region	northeast	of	the	Dead	Sea,	but	then	moves	to	Bethlehem.	This	true	account	takes	place	during	the	dismal	days	of	failure	and	rebellion
of	the	Israelites,	called	the	period	of	the	Judges.	A	famine	forces	Elimelech	and	his	wife,	Naomi,	from	their	Israelite	home	to	the	country	of	Moab.	Elimelech	dies	and	Naomi	is	left	with	her	two	sons,	who	soon	marry	two	Moabite	girls,	Orpah	and	Ruth.	Later	both	of	the	sons	die,	and	Naomi	is	left	alone	with	Orpah	and	Ruth	in	a	strange	land.	Orpah
returns	to	her	parents,	but	Ruth	determines	to	stay	with	Naomi	as	they	journey	to	Bethlehem.	This	story	of	love	and	devotion	tells	of	Ruth’s	eventual	marriage	to	a	wealthy	man	named	Boaz,	by	whom	she	bears	a	son,	Obed,	who	becomes	the	grandfather	of	David	and	the	ancestor	of	Jesus.	Obedience	brings	Ruth	into	the	privileged	lineage	of	Christ.
Foreshadowings:	A	major	theme	of	the	Book	of	Ruth	is	that	of	the	kinsman-redeemer.	Boaz,	a	relative	of	Naomi	on	her	husband’s	side,	acted	upon	his	duty	as	outlined	in	the	Mosaic	Law	to	redeem	an	impoverished	relative	from	his	or	her	circumstances	(Lev.	25:47-49).	This	scenario	is	repeated	by	Christ,	who	redeems	us,	the	spiritually	impoverished,
from	the	slavery	of	sin.	Our	heavenly	Father	sent	His	own	Son	to	the	cross	so	that	we	might	become	children	of	God	and	brothers	and	sisters	of	Christ.	By	being	our	Redeemer,	He	makes	us	His	kinsmen.	Practical	Application:	The	sovereignty	of	our	great	God	is	clearly	seen	in	the	story	of	Ruth.	He	guided	her	every	step	of	the	way	to	become	His	child
and	fulfill	His	plan	for	her	to	become	an	ancestor	of	Jesus	Christ	(Matthew	1:5).	In	the	same	way,	we	have	assurance	that	God	has	a	plan	for	each	of	us.	Just	as	Naomi	and	Ruth	trusted	Him	to	provide	for	them,	so	should	we.	We	see	in	Ruth	an	example	of	the	virtuous	woman	of	Proverbs	31.	In	addition	to	being	devoted	to	her	family	(Ruth	1:15-18;
Proverbs	31:10-12)	and	faithfully	dependent	upon	God	(Ruth	2:12;	Proverbs	31:30),	we	see	in	Ruth	a	woman	of	godly	speech.	Her	words	are	loving,	kind	and	respectful,	both	to	Naomi	and	to	Boaz.	The	virtuous	woman	of	Proverbs	31	“opens	her	mouth	with	wisdom,	and	on	her	tongue	is	the	law	of	kindness”	(v.	26).	We	could	search	far	and	wide	to	find
a	woman	today	as	worthy	of	being	our	role	model	as	Ruth.	It	is	unknown	who	wrote	the	Book	of	Ruth,	though	many	attribute	authorship	to	the	prophet	Samuel.	The	book	was	written	for	the	people	of	Israel	somewhere	after	the	period	of	Judges	(1375-1050	BC).Ruth	was	born	of	a	Moab	ethnic	background.	Her	husband’s	family	had	come	from
Bethlehem	to	Moab	due	to	a	famine	and	intermarried	with	the	local	peoples.	Through	the	early	events	of	the	book	Ruth’s	mother-in-law,	Naomi,	ventures	to	return	to	the	land	of	her	husband	in	Judah.Ruth	was	the	great-grandmother	of	King	David	and	in	the	line	of	ancestry	of	Jesus	Himself.	Her	story	of	profound	integrity,	kindness,	and	loyalty	still
stands	today	in	great	honor.The	Book	of	Ruth	takes	place	during	a	dark	time	in	Israel’s	history.	According	to	the	Life	Application	Study	Bible	the	people	of	Israel	were	living	in	a	period	of,	“pleasing	themselves,	not	God.”	This	was	also	a	time	after	a	great	famine	in	Judah,	one	that	caused	Naomi’s	family	to	find	refuge	in	Moab.The	story	begins	with	the
history	and	journey	of	the	family	of	Elimelech	and	his	wife,	Naomi	along	with	their	two	sons	to	the	land	of	Moab	for	food.	Years	pass	and	the	two	sons	take	Moabite	wives,	something	that	by	tradition	in	the	Jewish	faith	was	not	encouraged.	According	to	the	Life	Application	Study	Bible,	“Marrying	a	Canaanite	(and	those	living	within	the	borders	of	the
promised	land)	was	against	the	law	set	in	Deuteronomy	7:1-4.	Moabites	were	not	allowed	to	worship	at	the	tabernacle	because	they	had	not	let	the	Israelites	pass	through	their	land	during	the	exodus	from	Egypt.	Ironically,	it	was	Ruth,	a	Moabites,	whom	God	used	as	an	example	of	genuine	spiritual	character.”	(Life	Application	Study	Bible).The	two
sons	of	Naomi	pass	away,	as	does	Elimelech,	leaving	Naomi	and	her	two	daughters-in-law	widows.	Orpah,	the	widow	of	the	first	son	returns	back	to	her	father’s	home,	while	Ruth	feels	it	her	moral	duty	to	uphold	the	commitment	she	made	into	marrying	into	Naomi’s	family.Ruth	and	Naomi	travel	back	to	Judah	to	live	nearly	destitute	lives,	frequently
gleaning	in	the	fields	of	wealthy	land	owners	set	aside	for	the	poor.	Works	in	the	unseen	begin	to	be	revealed	when	Ruth	gleans	in	the	field	of	Boaz,	who	was	intrigued	by	the	integrity	and	faith	of	Ruth	after	hearing	her	story.Through	courage	and	a	plan	by	Naomi	Ruth	finds	herself	a	potential	bride	for	Boaz.	Boaz	must	follow	the	order	of	tradition	for
seeking	Ruth’s	hand	in	marriage	from	the	first	in	line	to	be	a	Kinsman-redeemer,	“The	nearest	living	blood	relation	to	a	man	had	certain	obligations	and	offices	to	discharge,	under	certain	contingencies,	in	respect	of	which	he	received	a	special	name;	which	is	sometimes	translated	in	the	Old	Testament	'Redeemer,'	and	sometimes	'Avenger'	of	blood”
(Bible	Hub).	The	first	in	line	passes	the	torch	to	Boaz	allowing	him	to	marry	Ruth.	Together	they	have	a	son,	Obed,	who	would	be	the	grandfather	to	King	David.Main	Theme	and	Purpose	of	RuthThe	main	themes	and	purposes	of	Ruth’s	book	and	her	life	are	integrity,	kindness,	and	believing	God	blesses	obedience.Ruth	had	great	integrity.	Although	she
was	a	Moabite	she	came	under	the	covering	of	God	when	she	married	into	Elimelch’s	family.	She	came	to	worship	the	One	True	God,	and	she	did	not	abandon	God	when	she	was	widowed.	She	took	her	commitment	beyond	“until	death	do	us	part”	in	choosing	to	kindly	stay	with	Naomi.	When	Naomi	encouraged	her	to	return	to	her	father’s	home	she
showed	great	compassion	and	courage	remarking,	“Where	you	go,	I	will	go,	and	where	you	stay,	I	will	stay.	Your	people	will	be	my	people	and	your	God	my	God.”	(Ruth	1:16).Ruth’s	true	stance	of	integrity	and	kindness	followed	her	to	Bethlehem	where	she	and	Naomi	moved.	In	fact,	her	story	reached	the	wealthy	landowner,	Boaz,	and	it	touched	his
heart.	In	their	first	conversation	face	to	face,	he	remarked,	“may	you	be	richly	rewarded	by	the	Lord,	the	God	of	Israel,	under	whose	wings	you	have	come	to	take	refuge”	(Ruth	2:12).	Boaz	recognized	and	praised	her	great	compassion	and	he	looked	for	a	way	to	help	her.God's	faithfulness	and	the	believer's	obedience	are	clear	themes	in	the	Book	of
Ruth.	Despite	being	a	Moabite,	Ruth	came	to	know	and	worship	the	Lord,	and	she	was	greatly	accepted	under	His	wings.	God	set	things	in	place	so	that	favor	follows	her,	and	she	trusts	and	obeys	without	knowing	the	outcome.	Ruth	obediently	follows	the	direction	of	Naomi	in	pursuing	Boaz	as	a	spouse.	Boaz	is	also	favored	in	his	obedience	not	to
marry	Ruth	outright	but	to	follow	the	cultural	custom	of	the	Kinsmen-Redeemer.	He	took	the	right	path	to	inquire	who	was	first	in	line	to	be	Kinsman-Redeemer;	Boaz	trusted	God	with	Ruth's	future	and	his	own.	After	checking	with	the	first	in	line,	Boaz	and	Ruth	were	permitted	to	marry.	The	Lord	blessed	their	obedience	and	gave	them	a	son.	The
purpose	of	Ruth	also	shows	that	God	can	use	anyone	for	His	purposes	and	glory.	Ruth	was	a	foreign	woman,	and	she	would	not	have	been	expected	to	be	used	by	the	Lord	to	further	God's	plan	for	the	Israelites.	But	the	Lord	transformed	her	heart	and	blessed	her	to	be	in	the	direct	line	of	Jesus.What	Can	We	Learn	from	Ruth	Today?Ruth	was	a	woman
of	great	integrity,	even	when	those	around	her	were	in	despair	or	discouraged	doing	what	she	knew	in	her	heart	to	be	right.	Ruth	is	proof	that	kindness	is	never	wasted,	not	even	a	little	bit.	Ruth	kindly	takes	care	of	her	elderly	mother-in-law,	giving	up	a	comfortable	life	back	home	with	her	father	for	what	at	first	appeared	to	be	a	life	of	service	and
poor	conditions.	God	rewarded	her,	for	she	sought	refuge	in	Him	(Ruth	2:12)	believing	that	He	would	be	with	them.It	is	also	evident	in	the	book	of	Ruth	that	God	is	always	working	things	behind	the	scenes	on	our	behalf.	Romans	8:28	is	evident	here	for	all	that	was	meant	for	harm	and	dismay	of	death	and	destitution	was	not	the	final	say,	God	was
working	things	out	all	along.	It	was	not	a	coincidence	that	Ruth	ended	up	gleaning	in	Boaz’s	field	specifically,	or	that	her	story	was	carried	back	over	to	him	to	help	work	in	his	heart	his	opinion	of	the	young	woman.	God	was	working	in	the	heart	of	the	Kinsman-Redeemer	that	was	first	in	line	to	not	spark	the	desire	to	acquire	the	lands	and	widow	of
the	family	of	Elimelech.	The	Lord	ensured	that	no	obstacle	would	prohibit	the	marriage	of	Ruth	and	Boaz,	though	there	were	ones	to	navigate.We	can	rest	assured	that	even	if	we	cannot	see	with	our	own	eyes,	God	is	working	in	situations	and	hearts	to	fulfill	His	plans	and	those	plans	include	us.	He	honors	integrity	and	obedience	on	His	time	table	for
perfect	timing.	We	can	stand	enlightened	by	Ruth	that	the	very	events	God	blessed	long	ago	can	be	blessed	today	in	our	times.Our	Favorite	Verses	from	RuthRuth	1:16,	“But	Ruth	replied,	“Don’t	urge	me	to	leave	you	or	to	turn	back	from	you.	Where	you	go	I	will	go,	and	where	you	stay	I	will	stay.	Your	people	will	be	my	people	and	your	God	my
God.”Ruth	2:12,	“May	the	LORD	repay	you	for	what	you	have	done.	May	you	be	richly	rewarded	by	the	LORD,	the	God	of	Israel,	under	whose	wings	you	have	come	to	take	refuge.”Ruth	3:10,	“'The	LORD	bless	you,	my	daughter,'	he	replied.	'This	kindness	is	greater	than	that	which	you	showed	earlier:	You	have	not	run	after	the	younger	men,	whether
rich	or	poor.	And	now,	my	daughter,	don’t	be	afraid.	I	will	do	for	you	all	you	ask.	All	the	people	of	my	town	know	that	you	are	a	woman	of	noble	character.'”Ruth	3:	18,	“Then	Naomi	said,	“Wait,	my	daughter,	until	you	find	out	what	happens.	For	the	man	will	not	rest	until	the	matter	is	settled	today.”Ruth	4:	13-15,	“So	Boaz	took	Ruth	and	she	became
his	wife.	When	he	made	love	to	her,	the	LORD	enabled	her	to	conceive,	and	she	gave	birth	to	a	son.	The	women	said	to	Naomi:	‘Praise	be	to	the	LORD,	who	this	day	has	not	left	you	without	a	guardian-redeemer.	May	he	become	famous	throughout	Israel!	He	will	renew	your	life	and	sustain	you	in	your	old	age.	For	your	daughter-in-law,	who	loves	you
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you	live,	I	will	live;	your	people	will	be	my	people,	and	your	God	will	be	my	God.—Ruth	1:16Summary:	Ruth	is	the	account	of	a	Moabite	woman	who	remains	loyal	to	her	Israelite	mother-in-law,	Naomi,	after	the	death	of	their	husbands.	Ruth’s	devotion	leads	her	to	Bethlehem,	where	she	meets	Boaz,	a	kinsman-redeemer.	Through	her	faithfulness,	Ruth
becomes	part	of	God’s	plan	and	of	the	lineage	of	the	coming	Messiah.Title	and	Author:	The	book	is	named	after	its	central	character,	Ruth,	a	Moabite	woman	who	becomes	an	ancestor	of	King	David	and,	ultimately,	of	Jesus	Christ.	Some	scholars	attribute	the	authorship	of	Ruth	to	the	prophet	Samuel,	although	the	text	itself	does	not	specify	an	author.
Historical	Context:	Ruth	is	set	during	the	time	of	the	judges,	a	period	characterized	by	social	and	religious	chaos	in	Israel,	roughly	between	1200	and	1050	BC.	This	era	was	marked	by	a	cycle	of	sin,	oppression,	repentance,	and	deliverance.	The	account	provides	a	contrast	to	the	widespread	unfaithfulness	of	the	time,	highlighting	themes	of	loyalty,
faith,	and	divine	providence.Audience	and	Purpose:	This	narrative	was	written	for	the	Israelites	to	emphasize	God’s	faithfulness	and	covenant	loyalty	in	difficult	times.	It	illustrates	God’s	providence,	tracing	David’s	genealogy	and	underscoring	God’s	inclusive	salvation	plan	by	including	a	Moabite	woman	in	Christ’s	lineage.Genre	and	Style:	Ruth	is	a
historical	narrative	with	elements	of	a	love	story.	Its	style	is	straightforward,	focusing	on	dialogue	and	character	development	to	convey	its	themes.Key	People1.	Elimelech	(Ruth	1:2)	Elimelech	is	Naomi's	husband,	a	man	from	Bethlehem	in	Judah	who	moves	his	family	to	Moab	due	to	a	famine.2.	Naomi	(Ruth	1:2)	Naomi	is	Elimelech's	wife,	who
becomes	a	widow	in	Moab	and	later	returns	to	Bethlehem	with	her	daughter-in-law	Ruth.3.	Mahlon	(Ruth	1:2)	Mahlon	is	one	of	Naomi	and	Elimelech's	sons,	who	marries	Ruth	in	Moab	and	later	dies.4.	Chilion	(Ruth	1:2)	Chilion	is	Naomi	and	Elimelech's	other	son,	who	marries	Orpah	in	Moab	and	also	dies.5.	Ruth	(Ruth	1:4)	Ruth	is	a	Moabite	woman,
Mahlon's	widow,	who	remains	loyal	to	Naomi	and	accompanies	her	back	to	Bethlehem.6.	Orpah	(Ruth	1:4)	Orpah	is	Chilion's	widow,	who	initially	sets	out	with	Naomi	and	Ruth	but	eventually	returns	to	her	people	in	Moab.7.	Boaz	(Ruth	2:1)	Boaz	is	a	wealthy	relative	of	Elimelech	in	Bethlehem,	who	shows	kindness	to	Ruth	and	eventually	marries	her.8.
Unnamed	Kinsman-Redeemer	(Ruth	4:1)	This	is	a	closer	relative	to	Elimelech	than	Boaz,	who	has	the	first	right	to	redeem	Elimelech's	land	but	declines	to	marry	Ruth.Key	Places1.	Bethlehem	in	Judah	(Ruth	1:1)	-	Bethlehem	is	a	town	in	the	region	of	Judah.	It	is	the	original	home	of	Elimelech,	Naomi,	and	their	sons.	The	story	begins	here	with	a	famine
that	prompts	the	family	to	move	to	Moab.	Bethlehem	is	also	known	as	the	"House	of	Bread."2.	Moab	(Ruth	1:1)	-	Moab	is	a	region	east	of	the	Dead	Sea,	inhabited	by	the	Moabites.	Elimelech	and	his	family	move	here	to	escape	the	famine	in	Bethlehem.	It	is	in	Moab	that	Naomi's	sons	marry	Moabite	women,	Orpah	and	Ruth.3.	The	Fields	of	Moab	(Ruth
1:6)	-	This	refers	to	the	agricultural	areas	in	Moab	where	Naomi	and	her	family	lived.	After	the	deaths	of	her	husband	and	sons,	Naomi	decides	to	return	to	Bethlehem	from	these	fields.4.	The	Road	to	Judah	(Ruth	1:7)	-	This	is	the	path	Naomi	takes	when	she	decides	to	return	to	Bethlehem	from	Moab.	It	is	on	this	road	that	she	urges	her	daughters-in-
law	to	return	to	their	own	mothers'	homes.5.	The	Barley	Fields	of	Boaz	(Ruth	2:3)	-	These	fields	belong	to	Boaz,	a	relative	of	Elimelech.	Ruth	goes	to	glean	in	these	fields	to	provide	for	herself	and	Naomi.	It	is	here	that	she	first	meets	Boaz.6.	The	Threshing	Floor	(Ruth	3:2)	-	The	threshing	floor	is	a	place	where	grain	is	separated	from	chaff.	Naomi
instructs	Ruth	to	go	to	the	threshing	floor	where	Boaz	is	winnowing	barley,	setting	the	stage	for	Ruth's	proposal	to	Boaz.Key	Events1.	Famine	in	Judah	and	Elimelech's	Family	Moves	to	Moab	(Ruth	1:1-2)	-	Due	to	a	famine	in	Bethlehem,	Elimelech,	his	wife	Naomi,	and	their	two	sons,	Mahlon	and	Chilion,	move	to	Moab	to	find	sustenance.2.	Death	of
Elimelech	and	His	Sons	(Ruth	1:3-5)	-	Elimelech	dies,	leaving	Naomi	a	widow.	Her	sons	marry	Moabite	women,	Orpah	and	Ruth,	but	after	about	ten	years,	both	sons	also	die,	leaving	Naomi	and	her	daughters-in-law	widowed.3.	Naomi	Decides	to	Return	to	Bethlehem	(Ruth	1:6-7)	-	Hearing	that	the	famine	in	Judah	has	ended,	Naomi	decides	to	return	to
Bethlehem.	Her	daughters-in-law	initially	set	out	with	her.4.	Orpah	Returns	to	Moab,	Ruth	Clings	to	Naomi	(Ruth	1:14-18)	-	Naomi	urges	Orpah	and	Ruth	to	return	to	their	families.	Orpah	eventually	agrees,	but	Ruth	refuses,	famously	declaring	her	loyalty	to	Naomi:	"Where	you	go,	I	will	go;	and	where	you	stay,	I	will	stay"	(Ruth	1:16).5.	Naomi	and
Ruth	Arrive	in	Bethlehem	(Ruth	1:19-22)	-	Naomi	and	Ruth	arrive	in	Bethlehem	at	the	beginning	of	the	barley	harvest.	Naomi	expresses	her	bitterness	over	her	losses,	asking	to	be	called	Mara,	meaning	"bitter."6.	Ruth	Gleans	in	Boaz's	Field	(Ruth	2:1-3)	-	Ruth	goes	to	glean	in	the	fields	to	provide	for	herself	and	Naomi.	She	happens	to	work	in	the
field	of	Boaz,	a	relative	of	Elimelech.7.	Boaz	Shows	Kindness	to	Ruth	(Ruth	2:8-13)	-	Boaz	notices	Ruth	and	shows	her	kindness,	allowing	her	to	glean	among	the	sheaves	and	offering	her	protection	and	provision.8.	Ruth	Reports	to	Naomi	(Ruth	2:19-23)	-	Ruth	returns	to	Naomi	and	tells	her	about	Boaz's	kindness.	Naomi	recognizes	Boaz	as	a	kinsman-
redeemer	and	encourages	Ruth	to	continue	gleaning	in	his	fields.9.	Naomi's	Plan	for	Ruth	to	Seek	Boaz	as	a	Redeemer	(Ruth	3:1-4)	-	Naomi	instructs	Ruth	to	approach	Boaz	at	the	threshing	floor	and	request	his	protection	as	a	kinsman-redeemer.10.	Ruth's	Night	Visit	to	Boaz	(Ruth	3:6-13)	-	Ruth	follows	Naomi's	instructions	and	visits	Boaz	at	night.
Boaz	is	impressed	by	her	loyalty	and	agrees	to	act	as	her	redeemer,	but	notes	there	is	a	closer	relative	who	has	the	first	right.11.	Boaz	Arranges	to	Redeem	Ruth	(Ruth	4:1-6)	-	Boaz	meets	with	the	closer	relative	at	the	town	gate.	The	relative	declines	to	redeem	Ruth,	allowing	Boaz	to	take	on	the	role.12.	Boaz	Marries	Ruth	(Ruth	4:9-13)	-	Boaz	marries
Ruth,	and	she	bears	a	son	named	Obed,	who	becomes	the	grandfather	of	King	David.13.	Naomi's	Joy	and	the	Lineage	of	David	(Ruth	4:14-22)	-	The	women	of	Bethlehem	celebrate	Naomi's	joy	in	having	a	grandson.	The	book	concludes	with	a	genealogy	tracing	from	Perez	to	David,	highlighting	Ruth's	place	in	the	lineage	of	King	David.Themes1.	Loyalty
and	Devotion	Ruth's	unwavering	loyalty	to	Naomi	is	a	central	theme.	Despite	the	hardships,	Ruth	chooses	to	stay	with	her	mother-in-law,	demonstrating	deep	commitment	and	love.	(Ruth	1:16-17):	"But	Ruth	replied:	'Do	not	urge	me	to	leave	you	or	to	turn	from	following	you.	For	wherever	you	go,	I	will	go,	and	wherever	you	live,	I	will	live;	your	people
will	be	my	people,	and	your	God	will	be	my	God.'"2.	Providence	and	Divine	Guidance	The	narrative	illustrates	how	God's	providence	guides	the	lives	of	individuals,	even	in	seemingly	ordinary	events.	(Ruth	2:3):	"So	Ruth	departed	and	went	out	into	the	field	and	gleaned	after	the	harvesters.	And	she	happened	to	come	to	the	part	of	the	field	belonging
to	Boaz,	who	was	from	the	clan	of	Elimelech."3.	Redemption	and	Kindness	The	concept	of	a	kinsman-redeemer	is	central,	highlighting	themes	of	redemption	and	kindness	through	Boaz's	actions.	(Ruth	2:20):	"Then	Naomi	said	to	her	daughter-in-law,	'May	he	be	blessed	by	the	LORD,	who	has	not	withdrawn	His	kindness	from	the	living	or	the	dead.'
Naomi	continued,	'The	man	is	a	close	relative;	he	is	one	of	our	kinsman-redeemers.'"4.	Community	and	Inclusion	Ruth,	a	Moabite,	is	accepted	into	the	Israelite	community,	emphasizing	themes	of	inclusion	and	acceptance.	(Ruth	2:10):	"At	this,	she	fell	on	her	face,	bowing	low	to	the	ground,	and	said	to	him,	'Why	have	I	found	such	favor	in	your	eyes
that	you	should	take	notice	of	me,	even	though	I	am	a	foreigner?'"5.	Faithfulness	and	Integrity	Boaz's	character	exemplifies	faithfulness	and	integrity,	as	he	acts	honorably	in	his	dealings	with	Ruth	and	Naomi.	(Ruth	3:11):	"And	now,	my	daughter,	do	not	be	afraid.	I	will	do	for	you	whatever	you	request,	since	all	my	fellow	townspeople	know	that	you
are	a	woman	of	noble	character."6.	Hope	and	Restoration	The	story	moves	from	despair	to	hope,	as	Naomi's	life	is	restored	through	Ruth's	marriage	to	Boaz	and	the	birth	of	Obed.	(Ruth	4:14-15):	"The	women	said	to	Naomi,	'Blessed	be	the	LORD,	who	has	not	left	you	this	day	without	a	kinsman-redeemer.	May	his	name	become	famous	in	Israel.	He
will	renew	your	life	and	sustain	you	in	your	old	age.'"Titles	and	Types	for	Jesus1.	Kinsman-Redeemer	(Goel)	-	Description:	Boaz	serves	as	a	kinsman-redeemer	for	Ruth,	which	is	a	type	of	Christ	as	our	Redeemer.	In	the	cultural	context,	a	kinsman-redeemer	was	a	close	relative	who	had	the	responsibility	to	redeem	a	family	member	in	serious	difficulty,
such	as	by	marrying	a	widow	to	preserve	the	family	line.	-	Reference:	"Then	Boaz	said,	'On	the	day	you	buy	the	field	from	Naomi,	you	must	also	acquire	Ruth	the	Moabitess,	the	wife	of	the	deceased,	in	order	to	raise	up	the	name	of	the	deceased	on	his	inheritance.'"	(Ruth	4:5)2.	Provider	-	Description:	Boaz	provides	for	Ruth	and	Naomi	by	allowing
Ruth	to	glean	in	his	fields	and	ensuring	she	has	more	than	enough.	This	provision	is	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ’s	provision	for	His	people.	-	Reference:	"When	she	got	up	to	glean,	Boaz	instructed	his	young	men,	'Let	her	glean	even	among	the	sheaves,	and	do	not	humiliate	her.'"	(Ruth	2:15)3.	Protector	-	Description:	Boaz	acts	as	a	protector	for	Ruth,
ensuring	her	safety	while	she	works	in	his	fields.	This	protective	role	is	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ’s	protection	over	His	followers.	-	Reference:	"Boaz	replied,	'I	have	been	told	all	about	what	you	have	done	for	your	mother-in-law	since	the	death	of	your	husband—how	you	left	your	father	and	mother	and	your	homeland	and	came	to	live	with	a	people	you
did	not	know	before.'"	(Ruth	2:11)4.	Bridegroom	-	Description:	Boaz’s	marriage	to	Ruth	is	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ	as	the	Bridegroom	of	the	Church.	The	union	between	Boaz	and	Ruth	symbolizes	the	relationship	between	Christ	and	His	Church.	-	Reference:	"So	Boaz	took	Ruth,	and	she	became	his	wife.	And	he	went	to	her,	and	the	LORD	enabled	her	to
conceive,	and	she	gave	birth	to	a	son."	(Ruth	4:13)5.	Restorer	of	Life	-	Description:	Through	Boaz’s	actions,	Naomi’s	life	is	restored,	and	her	family	line	is	preserved.	This	restoration	is	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ’s	work	in	restoring	life	to	those	who	are	spiritually	dead.	-	Reference:	"The	women	said	to	Naomi,	'Blessed	be	the	LORD,	who	has	not	left	you
this	day	without	a	redeemer.	May	his	name	become	famous	in	Israel!	He	will	renew	your	life	and	sustain	you	in	your	old	age.'"	(Ruth	4:14-15)Key	Prophecies1.	Prophecy	of	Ruth's	Loyalty	and	Its	Reward:	-	Foreshadowing:	Ruth's	declaration	of	loyalty	to	Naomi	and	her	God	(Ruth	1:16-17)	can	be	seen	as	a	commitment	that	leads	to	her	being	part	of
God's	plan.	-	Fulfillment:	Ruth's	loyalty	is	rewarded	by	her	becoming	the	great-grandmother	of	King	David	(Ruth	4:17),	placing	her	in	the	lineage	of	Jesus	Christ	(Matthew	1:5-6).2.	Prophecy	of	Boaz	as	a	Kinsman-Redeemer:	-	Foreshadowing:	Boaz's	role	as	a	kinsman-redeemer	is	introduced	when	Naomi	explains	the	concept	to	Ruth	(Ruth	2:20).	-
Fulfillment:	Boaz	fulfills	this	role	by	marrying	Ruth,	thus	preserving	the	family	line	of	Elimelech	(Ruth	4:9-10).3.	Prophecy	of	the	Lineage	of	David:	-	Foreshadowing:	The	genealogy	at	the	end	of	the	book	(Ruth	4:18-22)	points	to	the	significance	of	Ruth	and	Boaz's	union.	-	Fulfillment:	This	genealogy	establishes	the	lineage	leading	to	King	David,	which
is	crucial	for	the	messianic	prophecies	concerning	Jesus	Christ	(Matthew	1:1-16).While	the	Book	of	Ruth	does	not	contain	explicit	prophecies	in	the	traditional	sense,	these	elements	highlight	the	unfolding	of	God's	plan	through	ordinary	events	and	faithful	individuals.	Outline1.	The	Return	from	Moab		( 1:1⁠–⁠22 )a.	Naomi	Becomes	a	Widow		( 1:1⁠–⁠5 )b.
Ruth’s	Loyalty	to	Naomi		( 1:6⁠–⁠18 )c.	The	Return	to	Bethlehem		( 1:19⁠–⁠22 )2.	Ruth	Meets	Boaz		( 2:1⁠–⁠23 )a.	Ruth	Gleans	in	the	Fields		( 2:1⁠–⁠7 )b.	Boaz	Shows	Kindness	to	Ruth		( 2:8⁠–⁠16 )c.	Ruth	Returns	to	Naomi		( 2:17⁠–⁠23 )3.	Ruth’s	Redemption	Assured		( 3:1⁠–⁠18 )a.	Naomi	Advises	Ruth		( 3:1⁠–⁠5 )b.	The	Kinsman-Redeemer		( 3:6⁠–⁠15 )c.	Ruth	Returns	to
Naomi		( 3:16⁠–⁠18 )4.	Boaz	Redeems	Ruth		( 4:1⁠–⁠22 )a.	Boaz	Secures	the	Right	of	Redemption		( 4:1⁠–⁠12 )b.	Boaz	Marries	Ruth		( 4:13⁠–⁠17 )c.	The	Line	of	David		( 4:18⁠–⁠22 )Page	2PeopleChilion,	Elimelech,	Ephrathites,	Mahlon,	Mara,	Naomi,	Orpah,	RuthPlacesBethlehem,	MoabTopicsBethlehem,	Beth-lehem,	Bethlehemjudah,	Bethlehem-judah,	Beth-lehem-
judah,	Dwell,	Famine,	Field,	Fields,	Governed,	Judah,	Judged,	Judges,	Judging,	Living-place,	Moab,	Pass,	Ruled,	Sojourn,	Sons,	WifeDictionary	of	Bible	ThemesRuth	1:1					4823			famine,	physical					5358			judges					5491			refugees					7212			exileLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from
following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she
left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise
overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas
Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--
Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is
Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so
many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the
Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should
"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in
praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom
you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the
paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of
Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing
wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the
sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is
sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his
staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The
Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and
made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of
the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this
conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the
wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of
lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.
Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the
Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the
blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be
its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields
with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:1	NIVRuth	1:1	NLTRuth	1:1	ESVRuth	1:1	NASBRuth	1:1	KJVRuth	1:1	CommentariesBible	HubPage	3PeopleChilion,	Elimelech,	Ephrathites,	Mahlon,	Mara,	Naomi,	Orpah,	RuthPlacesBethlehem,	MoabTopicsBethlehem,	Beth-lehem,	Bethlehemjudah,
Bethlehem-judah,	Beth-lehem-judah,	Chilion,	Chil'ion,	Continued,	Elimelech,	Elim'elech,	Entered,	Ephrathites,	Eph'rathites,	Field,	Fields,	Judah,	Kilion,	Mahlon,	Moab,	Names,	Naomi,	Na'omi,	Sons,	Wife,	Wife'sDictionary	of	Bible	ThemesRuth	1:1					4823			famine,	physical					5358			judges					5491			refugees					7212			exileLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a
Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and
me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they
are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary
one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;
But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More
than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at
beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether
the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it
was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.
Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch
John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the
pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but
seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to
the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician
[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of
grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the
sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with
them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one
another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of
Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of
the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.
Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I
shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.
Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred
Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions
of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the
loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth
for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:2	NIVRuth	1:2	NLTRuth	1:2	ESVRuth	1:2	NASBRuth	1:2	KJVRuth	1:2	CommentariesBible	HubPage	4PeopleChilion,	Elimelech,	Ephrathites,	Mahlon,	Mara,	Naomi,	Orpah,
RuthPlacesBethlehem,	MoabTopicsDied,	Dieth,	Elimelech,	Elim'elech,	Husband,	Naomi,	Na'omi,	Naomi's,	SonsDictionary	of	Bible	ThemesRuth	1:3-5					5901			lonelinessRuth	1:3-13					5117			RuthRuth	1:3-17					5674			daughtersLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after
thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking
unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of
God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine
CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from
this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than
Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They
inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:
It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the
seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,
to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous
of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture
from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the
GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their
neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of
contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever
is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith
Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's
Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no



reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the
World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this
conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the
wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of
lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.
Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the
Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the
blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be
its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields
with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:3	NIVRuth	1:3	NLTRuth	1:3	ESVRuth	1:3	NASBRuth	1:3	KJVRuth	1:3	CommentariesBible	HubPage	5PeopleChilion,	Elimelech,	Ephrathites,	Mahlon,	Mara,	Naomi,	Orpah,	RuthPlacesBethlehem,	MoabTopicsAbode,	Dwell,	Dwelled,	Dwelt,	Moab,	Moabite,
Moabitesses,	Moabitish,	Named,	Orpah,	Ruth,	Ten,	Themselves,	Wives,	WomenDictionary	of	Bible	ThemesRuth	1:4					1653			numbers,	6-10					5711			marriage,	restrictionsRuth	1:3-5					5901			lonelinessRuth	1:3-13					5117			RuthRuth	1:3-17					5674			daughtersLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or
to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with
her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet
the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…
Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I
love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what
is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of
so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the
Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should
"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in
praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom
you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the
paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of
Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing
wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the
sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is
sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his
staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The
Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and
made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of
the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this
conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the
wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of
lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.
Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the
Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the
blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be
its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields
with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:4	NIVRuth	1:4	NLTRuth	1:4	ESVRuth	1:4	NASBRuth	1:4	KJVRuth	1:4	CommentariesBible	HubPage	6PeopleChilion,	Elimelech,	Ephrathites,	Mahlon,	Mara,	Naomi,	Orpah,	RuthPlacesBethlehem,	MoabTopicsBereaved,	Bereft,	Chilion,	Chil'ion,	Die,	Died,
Husband,	Kilion,	Mahlon,	Naomi,	SonsDictionary	of	Bible	ThemesRuth	1:3-5					5901			lonelinessRuth	1:3-13					5117			RuthRuth	1:3-17					5674			daughtersLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:
thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…
Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the
elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger
amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He
departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The
daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He
must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable
precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his
master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,
that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the
Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were
present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's
image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image
of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,
since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…
Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the
departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.
Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure
hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution
by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years
in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,
it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of
DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish
between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my
meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be
received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think
that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—
Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:5	NIVRuth	1:5	NLTRuth	1:5	ESVRuth	1:5	NASBRuth	1:5	KJVRuth	1:5	CommentariesBible	HubPage	7PeopleChilion,	Elimelech,	Ephrathites,	Mahlon,	Mara,	Naomi,	Orpah,	RuthPlacesBethlehem,	MoabTopicsAid,	Bread,	Daughters,	Daughters-in-law,	Field,	Fields,	Giving,	Got,	Home,	Law,	Mercy,	Moab,
Naomi,	News,	Prepared,	Providing,	Ready,	Remembered,	Return,	Returned,	Riseth,	Started,	Turneth,	VisitedDictionary	of	Bible	ThemesRuth	1:6					8300			love,	and	the	worldRuth	1:3-13					5117			RuthRuth	1:3-17					5674			daughtersRuth	1:6-18					5339			homeLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to
return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with
her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet
the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…
Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I
love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what
is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of
so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the
Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should
"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in
praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom
you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the
paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of
Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing
wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the
sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is
sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his
staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The
Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and
made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of
the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this
conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the
wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of
lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.
Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the
Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the
blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be
its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields
with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:6	NIVRuth	1:6	NLTRuth	1:6	ESVRuth	1:6	NASBRuth	1:6	KJVRuth	1:6	CommentariesBible	HubPage	8PeopleChilion,	Elimelech,	Ephrathites,	Mahlon,	Mara,	Naomi,	Orpah,	RuthPlacesBethlehem,	MoabTopicsDaughters,	Daughters-in-law,	Departed,	Forth,
Judah,	Law,	Return,	Road,	Turn,	WhereforeDictionary	of	Bible	ThemesRuth	1:3-13					5117			RuthRuth	1:3-17					5674			daughtersRuth	1:6-18					5339			homeLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:
thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…
Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the
elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger
amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He
departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The
daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He
must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable
precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his
master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,
that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the
Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were
present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's
image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image
of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,
since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…
Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the
departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.
Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure
hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution
by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years
in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,
it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of
DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish
between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my
meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be
received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think
that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—
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Mother's,	Naomi,	Na'omi,	Return,	Shown,	TurnDictionary	of	Bible	ThemesRuth	1:8					8291			kindnessRuth	1:3-13					5117			RuthRuth	1:3-17					5674			daughtersRuth	1:6-18					5339			homeRuth	1:8-9					1335			blessing					8638			benedictionsRuth	1:8-13					5736			singlenessLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to
leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly
minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are
naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions
of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless
years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest
among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so
faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts
About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command
(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much
to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our
adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what
the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint
Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even
so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.
In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.
Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,
leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…
Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select
for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of
ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly
a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and
quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the
covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to
the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus
the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which
all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has
transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of
Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:8	NIVRuth	1:8	NLTRuth	1:8	ESVRuth	1:8	NASBRuth	1:8	KJVRuth	1:8	CommentariesBible	HubPage	10PeopleChilion,	Elimelech,	Ephrathites,	Mahlon,	Mara,	Naomi,	Orpah,	RuthPlacesBethlehem,	MoabTopicsAloud,
Bitterly,	Grant,	Home,	Houses,	Husband,	Husbands,	Kiss,	Kissed,	Kisseth,	Lift,	Lifted,	Rest,	Voice,	Voices,	Weep,	Weeping,	WeptDictionary	of	Bible	ThemesRuth	1:9					5198			weeping					5711			marriage,	restrictions					5898			kissingRuth	1:3-13					5117			RuthRuth	1:3-17					5674			daughtersRuth	1:6-18					5339			homeRuth	1:8-
9					1335			blessing					8638			benedictionsRuth	1:8-13					5736			singlenessLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I
die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to
the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a
harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,
Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave
to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful
wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they
are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as
the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—
Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of
the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of
Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his
heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his
mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE
OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of
rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob
and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,
after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given
him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.
Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of
Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of
JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of
that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and
sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger
hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most
excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling
thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of
an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:9	NIVRuth	1:9	NLTRuth	1:9	ESVRuth	1:9	NASBRuth	1:9	KJVRuth	1:9
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Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.
When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a
fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one
to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But
He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More
than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at
beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether
the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it
was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.
Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch
John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the
pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but
seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to
the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician
[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of
grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the
sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with
them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one
another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of
Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of
the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.
Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I
shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.
Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred
Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions
of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the
loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth
for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:10	NIVRuth	1:10	NLTRuth	1:10	ESVRuth	1:10	NASBRuth	1:10	KJVRuth	1:10	CommentariesBible	HubPage	12PeopleChilion,	Elimelech,	Ephrathites,	Mahlon,	Mara,	Naomi,	Orpah,
RuthPlacesBethlehem,	MoabTopicsBear,	Body,	Bowels,	Daughters,	Home,	Husbands,	Naomi,	Na'omi,	Return,	Sons,	Turn,	Womb,	YetDictionary	of	Bible	ThemesRuth	1:3-13					5117			RuthRuth	1:3-17					5674			daughtersRuth	1:6-18					5339			homeRuth	1:8-13					5736			singlenessRuth	1:11-13					5711			marriage,	restrictionsRuth	1:11-18					5681			family,
nature	ofLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more



also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own
nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in
a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of
toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,
Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to
her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon
—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's
property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To
Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and
fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have
the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness
of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this
man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To
Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can
scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when
he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith
Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject
the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.
Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,
and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the
New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the
covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes
and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the
covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--
whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has
characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.
The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:11	NIVRuth	1:11	NLTRuth	1:11	ESVRuth	1:11	NASBRuth	1:11	KJVRuth	1:11	CommentariesBible	HubPage	13PeopleChilion,	Elimelech,
Ephrathites,	Mahlon,	Mara,	Naomi,	Orpah,	RuthPlacesBethlehem,	MoabTopicsAged,	Bear,	Birth,	Borne,	Daughters,	Home,	Hope,	Hopes,	Husband,	Return,	Sons,	Though,	Tonight,	To-night,	TurnDictionary	of	Bible	ThemesRuth	1:12					9611			hope,	nature	ofRuth	1:3-13					5117			RuthRuth	1:3-17					5674			daughtersRuth	1:6-18					5339			homeRuth	1:8-
13					5736			singlenessRuth	1:11-13					5711			marriage,	restrictionsRuth	1:11-18					5681			family,	nature	ofLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my
God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe
Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so
tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He
walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand
Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest
among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His
Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a
slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.
But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am
full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,
Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred
with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God
himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of
God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting
outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the
GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment
concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]
67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than
whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have
passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution
in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and
a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who
have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh
(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able
to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of
joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,
and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:12	NIVRuth	1:12	NLTRuth	1:12
ESVRuth	1:12	NASBRuth	1:12	KJVRuth	1:12	CommentariesBible	HubPage	14PeopleChilion,	Elimelech,	Ephrathites,	Mahlon,	Mara,	Naomi,	Orpah,	RuthPlacesBethlehem,	MoabTopicsAccount,	Bitter,	Bitterness,	Daughters,	Exceedingly,	Forth,	Grew,	Grieves,	Grieveth,	Grow,	Grown,	Harder,	Husband,	Husbands,	Lord's,	Marrying,	Nay,	Refrain,	Sad,
Sake,	Sakes,	Shut,	Stay,	Tarry,	Till,	Unmarried,	Wait,	YourselvesDictionary	of	Bible	ThemesRuth	1:13					1265			hand	of	GodRuth	1:3-13					5117			RuthRuth	1:3-17					5674			daughtersRuth	1:6-18					5339			homeRuth	1:8-13					5736			singlenessRuth	1:11-13					5711			marriage,	restrictionsRuth	1:11-18					5681			family,	nature	ofLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a
Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and
me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they
are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary
one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;
But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More
than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at
beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether
the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it
was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.
Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch
John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the
pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but
seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to
the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician
[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of
grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the
sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with
them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one
another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of
Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of
the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.
Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I
shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.
Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred
Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions
of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the
loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth
for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:13	NIVRuth	1:13	NLTRuth	1:13	ESVRuth	1:13	NASBRuth	1:13	KJVRuth	1:13	CommentariesBible	HubPage	15PeopleChilion,	Elimelech,	Ephrathites,	Mahlon,	Mara,	Naomi,	Orpah,
RuthPlacesBethlehem,	MoabTopicsClave,	Cleaved,	Clung,	Good-by,	Joined,	Kiss,	Kissed,	Kisseth,	Law,	Lift,	Lifted,	Mother-in-law,	Orpah,	Parted,	Ruth,	Voice,	Voices,	Weep,	Weeping,	WeptDictionary	of	Bible	ThemesRuth	1:14					5898			kissingRuth	1:3-17					5674			daughtersRuth	1:6-18					5339			homeRuth	1:11-18					5681			family,	nature	ofLibraryA
Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but
death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst
things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the
wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,
An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and
OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her
beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—
Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's
property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To
Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and
fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have
the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness
of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this
man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To
Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can
scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when
he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith
Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject
the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.
Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,
and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the
New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the
covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes
and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the
covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--
whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has
characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.
The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:14	NIVRuth	1:14	NLTRuth	1:14	ESVRuth	1:14	NASBRuth	1:14	KJVRuth	1:14	CommentariesBible	HubPage	16PeopleChilion,	Elimelech,
Ephrathites,	Mahlon,	Mara,	Naomi,	Orpah,	RuthPlacesBethlehem,	MoabTopicsBehold,	Follow,	Gods,	Law,	Naomi,	Return,	Sister,	Sister-in-law,	TurnDictionary	of	Bible	ThemesRuth	1:15					5720			mothers,	examplesRuth	1:3-17					5674			daughtersRuth	1:6-18					5339			homeRuth	1:11-18					5681			family,	nature	ofRuth	1:15-16					8410			decision-making,
examplesRuth	1:15-17					8225			devotionLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the
Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do
not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good
of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and
scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances
Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which
are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to
comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).
But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To
Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is
pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to
Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for
that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's
picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan
—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am
stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even
concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had
been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would
prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if
it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a
religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the
Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which
concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes
bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq
(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,
and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis
Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world
and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:15	NIVRuth	1:15	NLTRuth	1:15	ESVRuth	1:15	NASBRuth	1:15	KJVRuth	1:15	CommentariesBible
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world					8304			loyalty					8341			separation					8356			unselfishnessRuth	1:16-18					5117			Ruth					8252			faithfulness,	relationshipsLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my
people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—
Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of
contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this
land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His
eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not
cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled
attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the
members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as
an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call
me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory
the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and
at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly
the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as
it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost
inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the
Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;
and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.
[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so
nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest
portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But
the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the
ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism
of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte
of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of
my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)
into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a
wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth
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18					5117			Ruth					8252			faithfulness,	relationshipsLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I
be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not
mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious
manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,
and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He
turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are
hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet
sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the
Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—
Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of
the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of
Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his
heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his
mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE
OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of
rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob
and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,
after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given
him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.
Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of
Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of
JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of
that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and
sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger
hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most
excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling
thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of
an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:17	NIVRuth	1:17	NLTRuth	1:17	ESVRuth	1:17	NASBRuth	1:17	KJVRuth	1:17
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18					5339			homeRuth	1:11-18					5681			family,	nature	ofRuth	1:16-18					5117			Ruth					8252			faithfulness,	relationshipsLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and
thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy
ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God
has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;
He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand
Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest
among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His
Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a
slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.
But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am



full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,
Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred
with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God
himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of
God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting
outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the
GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment
concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]
67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than
whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have
passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution
in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and
a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who
have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh
(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able
to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of
joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,
and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:18	NIVRuth	1:18	NLTRuth	1:18
ESVRuth	1:18	NASBRuth	1:18	KJVRuth	1:18	CommentariesBible	HubPage	20PeopleChilion,	Elimelech,	Ephrathites,	Mahlon,	Mara,	Naomi,	Orpah,	RuthPlacesBethlehem,	MoabTopicsArrived,	Astir,	Bethlehem,	Beth-lehem,	Exclaimed,	Moved,	Naomi,	Na'omi,	Pass,	Stirred,	Till,	Town,	WomenDictionary	of	Bible	ThemesRuth	1:19					5586			townRuth
1:19-21					5799			bitternessLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so
to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that
of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the
universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A
Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—
Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are
exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to
comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).
But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To
Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is
pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to
Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for
that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's
picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan
—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am
stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even
concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had
been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would
prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if
it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a
religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the
Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which
concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes
bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq
(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,
and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis
Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world
and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:19	NIVRuth	1:19	NLTRuth	1:19	ESVRuth	1:19	NASBRuth	1:19	KJVRuth	1:19	CommentariesBible
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of					5567			suffering,	emotional					5928			resentment,	against	GodLibraryA	Gentle	Heroine,	a	Gentile	Convert'And	Ruth	said,	Intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	or	to	return	from	following	after	thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and
there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the
GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a
harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,
Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave
to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful
wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they
are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as
the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—
Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of
the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of
Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his
heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his
mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE
OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of
rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob
and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,
after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given
him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.
Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of
Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of
JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of
that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and
sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger
hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most
excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling
thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of
an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:20	NIVRuth	1:20	NLTRuth	1:20	ESVRuth	1:20	NASBRuth	1:20	KJVRuth	1:20
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and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking	unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they
came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of	God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they
are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine	CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A
homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from	this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this
land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So
Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They	inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,
say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:	It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth
unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the	seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is
his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,	to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not
Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous	of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great
—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture	from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were
present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's
image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their	neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image
of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of	contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,
since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever	is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…
Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith	Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the
departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's	Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.
Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no	reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure
hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the	World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution
by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this	conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years
in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the	wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,
it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of	lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of
DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.	Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish
between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the	Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my
meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the	blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be
received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be	its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think
that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields	with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—
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thee:	for	whither	thou	goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	lodge:	thy	people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God:	17.	Where	thou	diest,	will	I	die,	and	there	will	I	be	buried:	the	Lord	do	so	to	me,	and	more	also,	if	ought	but	death	part	thee	and	me.	18.	When	she	saw	that	she	was	stedfastly	minded	to	go	with	her,	then	she	left	speaking
unto	her.	19.	So	they	two	went	until	they	came	to	Beth-lehem.	And	it	…Alexander	Maclaren—Expositions	of	Holy	ScriptureThe	Worst	Things	Work	for	Good	to	the	GodlyDO	not	mistake	me,	I	do	not	say	that	of	their	own	nature	the	worst	things	are	good,	for	they	are	a	fruit	of	the	curse;	but	though	they	are	naturally	evil,	yet	the	wise	overruling	hand	of
God	disposing	and	sanctifying	them,	they	are	morally	good.	As	the	elements,	though	of	contrary	qualities,	yet	God	has	so	tempered	them,	that	they	all	work	in	a	harmonious	manner	for	the	good	of	the	universe.	Or	as	in	a	watch,	the	wheels	seem	to	move	contrary	one	to	another,	but	all	carry	on	the	motions	of	the	watch:	…Thomas	Watson—A	Divine
CordialBands	of	LoveP.	G.	Ruth	i.	16,	17	A	homeless	Stranger	amongst	us	came	To	this	land	of	death	and	mourning;	He	walked	in	a	path	of	sorrow	and	shame,	Through	insult,	and	hate,	and	scorning.	A	Man	of	sorrows,	of	toil	and	tears,	An	outcast	Man	and	a	lonely;	But	He	looked	on	me,	and	through	endless	years	Him	must	I	love--Him	only.	Then	from
this	sad	and	sorrowful	land,	From	this	land	of	tears	He	departed;	But	the	light	of	His	eyes	and	the	touch	of	His	hand	Had	left	me	broken-hearted.	And	I	clave	to	Him	as	He	turned	…Frances	Bevan—Hymns	of	Ter	Steegen,	Suso,	and	OthersWhat	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than	Another	Beloved,	O	Thou	Fairest	among	Women!	what	is	Thy	Beloved,	More	than
Another	Beloved,	that	Thou	Dost	So	Charge	Us?The	daughters	of	Jerusalem	do	not	cease	to	call	her	the	fairest	among	women,	because	her	most	painful	wounds	are	hidden,	and	those	which	are	exposed	even	add	lustre	to	her	beauty.	They	are	astonished	at	beholding	a	love	so	strong,	so	constant	and	so	faithful	in	the	midst	of	so	many	disasters.	They
inquire,	Who	is	this	Well-beloved?	For,	say	they,	He	must	be	of	unequalled	attraction,	thus	to	engage	His	Spouse;	for	though	these	souls	are	spiritual,	they	are	not	yet	sufficiently	advanced	to	comprehend	…Madame	Guyon—Song	of	Songs	of	SolomonWhether	the	Old	Law	Set	Forth	Suitable	Precepts	About	the	Members	of	the	Household?Objection	1:
It	would	seem	that	the	Old	Law	set	forth	unsuitable	precepts	about	the	members	of	the	household.	For	a	slave	"is	in	every	respect	his	master's	property,"	as	the	Philosopher	states	(Polit.	i,	2).	But	that	which	is	a	man's	property	should	be	his	always.	Therefore	it	was	unfitting	for	the	Law	to	command	(Ex.	21:2)	that	slaves	should	"go	out	free"	in	the
seventh	year.	Objection	2:	Further,	a	slave	is	his	master's	property,	just	as	an	animal,	e.g.	an	ass	or	an	ox.	But	it	is	commanded	(Dt.	…Saint	Thomas	Aquinas—Summa	TheologicaEpistle	xxxii.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	To	Narses	the	Patrician.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	Your	most	sweet	Charity	has	said	much	to	me	in	your	letters	in	praise	of	my	good	deeds,
to	all	which	I	briefly	reply,	Call	me	not	Noemi,	that	is	beautiful;	but	call	me	Mara,	that	is	bitter;	for	I	am	full	of	bitterness	(Ruth	i.	20).	But	as	to	the	cause	of	the	presbyters	[1555]	,	which	is	pending	with	my	brother	and	fellow-bishop,	the	most	reverend	Patriarch	John,	we	have,	as	I	think,	for	our	adversary	the	very	man	whom	you	assert	to	be	desirous
of	observing	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatEpistle	cxxi.	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	To	Leander,	Bishop	of	Hispalis	(Seville).	Gregory	to	Leander,	Bishop	of	Spain.	I	have	the	epistle	of	thy	Holiness,	written	with	the	pen	of	charity	alone.	For	what	the	tongue	transferred	to	the	paper	had	got	its	tincture
from	the	heart.	Good	and	wise	men	were	present	when	it	was	read,	and	at	once	their	bowels	were	stirred	with	emotion.	Everyone	began	to	seize	thee	in	his	heart	with	the	hand	of	love,	for	that	in	that	epistle	the	sweetness	of	thy	disposition	was	not	to	be	heard,	but	seen.	All	severally	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the
GreatMan.	THE	IMAGE	OF	GOD.	MAN	is	God's	image,	and	to	curse	wickedly	the	image	of	God,	is	to	curse	God	himself.	Suppose	that	a	man	should	say	with	his	mouth,	I	wish	that	the	king's	picture	were	burned;	would	not	this	man's	so	saying	render	him	as	an	enemy	to	the	person	of	the	king?	Even	so	it	is	with	them	that	by	cursing	wish	evil	to	their
neighbors	or	themselves;	they	contemn	the	image	of	God	himself.	This	world,	as	it	dropped	from	the	fingers	of	God,	was	far	more	glorious	than	it	is	now.	VALUE	OF	THE	SOUL.	…John	Bunyan—The	Riches	of	BunyanEpistle	vi.	To	Narses,	Patrician	.	To	Narses,	Patrician	[1305]	.	Gregory	to	Narses,	&c.	In	describing	loftily	the	sweetness	of
contemplation,	you	have	renewed	the	groans	of	my	fallen	state,	since	I	hear	what	I	have	lost	inwardly	while	mounting	outwardly,	though	undeserving,	to	the	topmost	height	of	rule.	Know	then	that	I	am	stricken	with	so	great	sorrow	that	I	can	scarcely	speak;	for	the	dark	shades	of	grief	block	up	the	eyes	of	my	soul.	Whatever	is	beheld	is	sad,	whatever
is	thought	delightful	appears	to	my	heart	lamentable.	For	…Saint	Gregory	the	Great—the	Epistles	of	Saint	Gregory	the	GreatA	Cloud	of	Witnesses.	"By	faith	Isaac	blessed	Jacob	and	Esau,	even	concerning	things	to	come.	By	faith	Jacob,	when	he	was	a-dying,	blessed	each	of	the	sons	of	Joseph;	and	worshipped,	leaning	upon	the	top	of	his	staff.	By	faith
Joseph,	when	his	end	was	nigh,	made	mention	of	the	departure	of	the	children	of	Israel;	and	gave	commandment	concerning	his	bones....	By	faith	the	walls	of	Jericho	fell	down,	after	they	had	been	compassed	about	for	seven	days.	By	faith	Rahab	the	harlot	perished	not	with	them	that	were	disobedient,	…Thomas	Charles	Edwards—The	Expositor's
Bible:	The	Epistle	to	the	HebrewsDeparture	from	Ireland.	Death	and	Burial	at	Clairvaux.	[Sidenote:	1148,	May	(?)]	67.	(30).	Being	asked	once,	in	what	place,	if	a	choice	were	given	him,	he	would	prefer	to	spend	his	last	day--for	on	this	subject	the	brothers	used	to	ask	one	another	what	place	each	would	select	for	himself--he	hesitated,	and	made	no
reply.	But	when	they	insisted,	he	said,	"If	I	take	my	departure	hence[821]	I	shall	do	so	nowhere	more	gladly	than	whence	I	may	rise	together	with	our	Apostle"[822]--he	referred	to	St.	Patrick;	"but	if	it	behoves	me	to	make	a	pilgrimage,	and	…H.	J.	Lawlor—St.	Bernard	of	Clairvaux's	Life	of	St.	Malachy	of	ArmaghPlace	of	Jesus	in	the	History	of	the
World.	The	great	event	of	the	History	of	the	world	is	the	revolution	by	which	the	noblest	portions	of	humanity	have	passed	from	the	ancient	religions,	comprised	under	the	vague	name	of	Paganism,	to	a	religion	founded	on	the	Divine	Unity,	the	Trinity,	and	the	Incarnation	of	the	Son	of	God.	It	has	taken	nearly	a	thousand	years	to	accomplish	this
conversion.	The	new	religion	had	itself	taken	at	least	three	hundred	years	in	its	formation.	But	the	origin	of	the	revolution	in	question	with	which	we	have	to	do	…Ernest	Renan—The	Life	of	JesusChrist	the	Mediator	of	the	Covenant'Jesus	the	Mediator	of	the	New	Covenant,'	&c.	Heb	12:24.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	sum	and	quintessence	of	the	gospel;	the
wonder	of	angels;	the	joy	and	triumph	of	saints.	The	name	of	Christ	is	sweet,	it	is	as	music	in	the	ear,	honey	in	the	mouth,	and	a	cordial	at	the	heart.	I	shall	waive	the	context,	and	only	speak	of	that	which	concerns	our	present	purpose.	Having	discoursed	of	the	covenant	of	grace,	I	shall	speak	now	of	the	Mediator	of	the	covenant,	and	the	restorer	of
lapsed	sinners,	Jesus	the	Mediator	…Thomas	Watson—A	Body	of	DivinityAppendix	xii.	The	Baptism	of	ProselytesONLY	those	who	have	made	study	of	it	can	have	any	idea	how	large,	and	sometimes	bewildering,	is	the	literature	on	the	subject	of	Jewish	Proselytes	and	their	Baptism.	Our	present	remarks	will	be	confined	to	the	Baptism	of	Proselytes.	1.
Generally,	as	regards	proselytes	(Gerim)	we	have	to	distinguish	between	the	Ger	ha-Shaar	(proselyte	of	the	gate)	and	Ger	Toshabh	(sojourner,'	settled	among	Israel),	and	again	the	Ger	hatstsedeq	(proselyte	of	righteousness)	and	Ger	habberith	(proselyte	of	the	covenant).	…Alfred	Edersheim—The	Life	and	Times	of	Jesus	the	MessiahMeditations	of	the
Blessed	State	of	a	Regenerate	Man	in	Heaven.	Here	my	meditation	dazzles,	and	my	pen	falls	out	of	my	hand;	the	one	being	not	able	to	conceive,	nor	the	other	to	describe,	that	most	excellent	bliss,	and	eternal	weight	of	glory	(2	Cor.	iv.	17;	Rom.	viii.	18)--whereof	all	the	afflictions	of	this	present	life	are	not	worthy--which	all	the	elect	shall	with	the
blessed	Trinity	enjoy,	from	that	time	that	they	shall	be	received	with	Christ,	as	joint-heirs	(Rom.	viii.	17)	into	that	everlasting	kingdom	of	joy.	Notwithstanding,	we	may	take	a	scantling	thereof.	…Lewis	Bayly—The	Practice	of	PietyRuthGoethe	has	characterized	the	book	of	Ruth	as	the	loveliest	little	idyll	that	tradition	has	transmitted	to	us.	Whatever	be
its	didactic	purpose--and	some	would	prefer	to	think	that	it	had	little	or	none-it	is,	at	any	rate,	a	wonderful	prose	poem,	sweet,	artless,	and	persuasive,	touched	with	the	quaintness	of	an	older	world	and	fresh	with	the	scent	of	the	harvest	fields.	The	love--stronger	than	country--of	Ruth	for	Naomi,	the	gracious	figure	of	Boaz	as	he	moves	about	the	fields
with	a	word	of	blessing	…John	Edgar	McFadyen—Introduction	to	the	Old	TestamentLinksRuth	1:22	NIVRuth	1:22	NLTRuth	1:22	ESVRuth	1:22	NASBRuth	1:22	KJVRuth	1:22	CommentariesBible	HubPage	24Berean	Study	BibleNaomi	Becomes	a	WidowRuth	1:1In	the	days	when	the	judges	ruledThis	phrase	sets	the	historical	context	for	the	Book	of
Ruth.	The	period	of	the	judges	was	a	time	of	social	and	religious	upheaval	in	Israel,	characterized	by	a	cycle	of	sin,	oppression,	repentance,	and	deliverance.	This	era	is	detailed	in	the	Book	of	Judges,	where	Israel	repeatedly	turned	away	from	God,	leading	to	periods	of	foreign	domination.	The	judges	were	leaders	raised	by	God	to	deliver	Israel	from	its
oppressors.	This	time	was	marked	by	moral	relativism	and	a	lack	of	centralized	leadership,	as	noted	in	Judges	21:25,	"In	those	days	there	was	no	king	in	Israel;	everyone	did	what	was	right	in	his	own	eyes."there	was	a	famine	in	the	landFamines	were	not	uncommon	in	the	ancient	Near	East	and	often	signified	divine	displeasure	or	a	test	of	faith.	In	the
context	of	Israel,	a	famine	could	be	seen	as	a	consequence	of	the	nation's	disobedience	to	God,	as	outlined	in	Deuteronomy	28:15-24,	where	God	warns	of	drought	and	famine	as	a	result	of	turning	away	from	His	commandments.	This	famine	sets	the	stage	for	the	narrative,	prompting	the	movement	of	the	family	from	Bethlehem	to	Moab.And	a	certain
man	from	Bethlehem	in	JudahBethlehem,	meaning	"house	of	bread,"	is	ironically	the	setting	of	a	famine.	It	is	a	small	town	in	Judah,	significant	in	biblical	history	as	the	birthplace	of	King	David	and	later,	Jesus	Christ	(Micah	5:2,	Matthew	2:1).	The	mention	of	Judah	highlights	the	tribal	affiliation,	emphasizing	the	family's	connection	to	the	lineage	of
David,	which	is	central	to	the	messianic	prophecy.with	his	wife	and	two	sonsThe	family	unit	is	central	to	the	narrative,	highlighting	themes	of	loyalty,	kinship,	and	survival.	The	mention	of	the	wife	and	sons	sets	up	the	personal	and	familial	challenges	that	will	unfold.	The	family	structure	also	reflects	the	patriarchal	society	of	ancient	Israel,	where
lineage	and	inheritance	were	passed	through	male	descendants.went	to	reside	in	the	land	of	MoabMoab	was	located	east	of	the	Dead	Sea	and	was	often	in	conflict	with	Israel.	The	Moabites	were	descendants	of	Lot	(Genesis	19:37)	and	had	a	complicated	relationship	with	the	Israelites,	sometimes	hostile,	as	seen	in	Judges	3:12-30.	The	decision	to
move	to	Moab	indicates	the	severity	of	the	famine	and	the	desperation	of	the	family.	Moab's	inclusion	in	the	narrative	foreshadows	the	integration	of	Ruth,	a	Moabite,	into	the	Israelite	community,	which	is	significant	for	the	genealogy	of	David	and	ultimately,	Jesus	Christ.	Ruth	1:2The	man’s	name	was	ElimelechElimelech	means	"My	God	is	King,"
which	is	significant	given	the	context	of	the	time	of	the	Judges	when	Israel	had	no	king	and	everyone	did	what	was	right	in	their	own	eyes	(Judges	21:25).	His	name	reflects	a	theocratic	ideal,	suggesting	a	family	that	acknowledges	God's	sovereignty.his	wife’s	name	was	NaomiNaomi	means	"pleasant"	or	"delightful."	Her	name	contrasts	with	the
bitterness	she	later	experiences,	as	seen	in	Ruth	1:20	when	she	asks	to	be	called	Mara,	meaning	"bitter."	This	change	in	name	reflects	her	personal	journey	and	the	impact	of	the	events	in	her	life.and	the	names	of	his	two	sons	were	Mahlon	and	ChilionMahlon	and	Chilion	have	names	that	suggest	frailty	or	sickness,	with	Mahlon	possibly	meaning
"sickly"	and	Chilion	"wasting"	or	"pining."	This	foreshadows	their	early	deaths	and	the	subsequent	challenges	faced	by	Naomi	and	Ruth.	Their	names	may	also	reflect	the	difficult	circumstances	of	the	famine	in	Bethlehem.They	were	Ephrathites	from	Bethlehem	in	JudahEphrathites	refers	to	the	clan	or	family	group	from	Ephrathah,	an	ancient	name
for	Bethlehem	(Genesis	35:19).	Bethlehem,	meaning	"house	of	bread,"	is	significant	as	the	birthplace	of	King	David	and	later	Jesus	Christ	(Micah	5:2,	Matthew	2:1).	The	mention	of	Judah	situates	the	narrative	within	the	tribal	allotments	of	Israel,	emphasizing	the	covenantal	heritage.and	they	entered	the	land	of	Moab	and	settled	thereMoab	was
located	east	of	the	Dead	Sea	and	was	often	in	conflict	with	Israel	(Judges	3:12-30).	The	decision	to	settle	in	Moab	during	a	famine	indicates	desperation,	as	Moabites	were	descendants	of	Lot	and	often	viewed	with	suspicion	by	Israelites	(Deuteronomy	23:3-6).	This	move	sets	the	stage	for	Ruth,	a	Moabite,	to	become	part	of	the	lineage	of	David	and
ultimately	Jesus,	highlighting	themes	of	redemption	and	inclusion.	Ruth	1:3Then	Naomi’s	husband	Elimelech	diedElimelech's	death	marks	a	significant	turning	point	in	the	narrative.	In	the	context	of	ancient	Israel,	the	death	of	a	husband	was	a	devastating	event	for	a	woman,	as	it	often	left	her	without	financial	support	or	social	standing.	Elimelech's
name	means	"My	God	is	King,"	which	may	suggest	a	man	of	faith,	yet	his	decision	to	leave	Bethlehem	during	a	famine	could	be	seen	as	a	lack	of	trust	in	God's	provision.	This	event	sets	the	stage	for	Naomi's	return	to	Bethlehem	and	the	unfolding	of	God's	providential	plan.	Theologically,	Elimelech's	death	can	be	seen	as	a	catalyst	for	the	redemptive
story	that	follows,	highlighting	themes	of	loss	and	restoration.and	she	was	left	with	her	two	sonsNaomi's	situation	reflects	the	vulnerability	of	widows	in	ancient	Near	Eastern	culture.	Without	her	husband,	Naomi's	survival	depended	on	her	sons,	Mahlon	and	Chilion.	The	phrase	"she	was	left"	underscores	her	isolation	and	the	precariousness	of	her
situation.	In	biblical	times,	sons	were	expected	to	care	for	their	widowed	mothers,	but	Naomi's	sons	later	die	as	well,	compounding	her	grief	and	desperation.	This	sets	the	stage	for	Ruth's	loyalty	and	the	eventual	redemption	through	Boaz.	Theologically,	this	phrase	foreshadows	the	theme	of	God's	provision	through	unexpected	means,	as	Naomi's
eventual	return	to	Bethlehem	leads	to	Ruth's	inclusion	in	the	lineage	of	David	and	ultimately	Jesus	Christ.	Ruth	1:4who	took	Moabite	women	as	their	wivesThe	taking	of	Moabite	women	as	wives	by	Mahlon	and	Chilion,	the	sons	of	Elimelech	and	Naomi,	is	significant	in	the	context	of	Israelite	law	and	tradition.	The	Moabites	were	descendants	of	Lot
(Genesis	19:37)	and	were	often	in	conflict	with	Israel.	Deuteronomy	23:3	states	that	no	Moabite	may	enter	the	assembly	of	the	Lord,	even	to	the	tenth	generation,	due	to	their	historical	enmity	with	Israel.	This	marriage	choice	reflects	the	dire	circumstances	faced	by	Naomi's	family	during	the	famine,	leading	them	to	settle	in	Moab.	It	also	sets	the
stage	for	Ruth's	eventual	integration	into	the	Israelite	community,	highlighting	themes	of	redemption	and	God's	inclusive	plan.one	named	Orpah	and	the	other	named	RuthOrpah	and	Ruth,	the	Moabite	women,	are	central	figures	in	the	narrative.	Orpah's	name	is	believed	to	mean	"back	of	the	neck,"	which	foreshadows	her	eventual	decision	to	return
to	Moab.	Ruth,	whose	name	means	"friend"	or	"companion,"	becomes	a	key	figure	in	biblical	history.	Her	loyalty	and	faithfulness	to	Naomi	and	the	God	of	Israel	are	pivotal,	leading	to	her	role	in	the	lineage	of	King	David	and	ultimately	Jesus	Christ	(Matthew	1:5).	Ruth's	story	exemplifies	the	theme	of	God's	providence	and	the	inclusion	of	Gentiles	in
His	redemptive	plan.And	after	they	had	lived	in	Moab	about	ten	yearsThe	ten-year	period	in	Moab	indicates	a	significant	duration	of	time	away	from	Bethlehem,	suggesting	a	settled	life	despite	being	in	a	foreign	land.	This	timeframe	allows	for	the	development	of	relationships	and	the	deepening	of	Ruth's	commitment	to	Naomi.	The	number	ten	in
biblical	terms	often	signifies	completeness	or	a	full	measure,	which	may	imply	that	the	time	in	Moab	was	sufficient	for	God's	purposes	to	unfold.	This	period	also	underscores	the	severity	of	the	famine	in	Judah,	which	forced	the	family	to	remain	in	Moab	for	so	long.	The	eventual	return	to	Bethlehem	marks	a	turning	point	in	the	narrative,	setting	the
stage	for	Ruth's	integration	into	the	Israelite	community	and	God's	unfolding	plan	of	redemption.	Ruth	1:5both	Mahlon	and	Chilion	also	diedThe	deaths	of	Mahlon	and	Chilion	mark	a	significant	turning	point	in	the	narrative.	Their	names,	which	mean	"sickness"	and	"wasting"	respectively,	may	foreshadow	their	untimely	deaths.	This	event	occurs	in
Moab,	a	land	often	at	odds	with	Israel,	highlighting	the	peril	of	leaving	the	Promised	Land	during	a	time	of	famine.	Theologically,	their	deaths	can	be	seen	as	a	divine	judgment	or	a	consequence	of	leaving	Bethlehem,	the	"house	of	bread,"	for	a	foreign	land.	This	mirrors	the	broader	biblical	theme	of	the	consequences	of	disobedience	and	the
importance	of	faithfulness	to	God’s	covenant.and	Naomi	was	left	without	her	two	sonsNaomi's	loss	of	her	sons	is	a	profound	personal	tragedy	and	a	social	crisis.	In	ancient	Near	Eastern	culture,	sons	were	vital	for	the	continuation	of	a	family	line	and	for	providing	for	their	parents	in	old	age.	This	loss	leaves	Naomi	vulnerable	and	without	support,
emphasizing	the	precarious	position	of	widows	in	biblical	times.	Theologically,	this	sets	the	stage	for	God's	redemptive	work	through	Ruth,	Naomi's	daughter-in-law,	who	will	later	become	an	ancestor	of	King	David	and,	ultimately,	Jesus	Christ.	This	reflects	the	biblical	theme	of	God	bringing	hope	and	restoration	out	of	despair.and	without	her
husbandThe	death	of	Elimelech,	Naomi's	husband,	compounds	her	grief	and	vulnerability.	In	the	patriarchal	society	of	ancient	Israel,	a	husband	was	the	primary	provider	and	protector.	Elimelech's	death	leaves	Naomi	without	male	protection	or	provision,	underscoring	her	dire	situation.	This	loss	also	signifies	the	end	of	Elimelech's	lineage	unless	a
kinsman-redeemer	steps	in,	a	concept	that	will	become	central	later	in	the	story.	This	foreshadows	the	role	of	Boaz	as	a	type	of	Christ,	who	redeems	and	restores	what	was	lost,	pointing	to	the	ultimate	redemption	found	in	Jesus.	Ruth’s	Loyalty	to	NaomiRuth	1:6When	Naomi	heard	in	MoabNaomi,	whose	name	means	"pleasant,"	is	living	in	Moab,	a
region	east	of	the	Dead	Sea.	Moab	was	often	in	conflict	with	Israel,	and	its	people	were	descendants	of	Lot	(Genesis	19:37).	Naomi's	presence	in	Moab	signifies	a	departure	from	the	Promised	Land	due	to	famine	(Ruth	1:1).	This	reflects	the	broader	biblical	theme	of	exile	and	return,	reminiscent	of	Israel's	future	exiles.that	the	LORD	had	attended	to
His	peopleThe	phrase	indicates	divine	intervention	and	care.	The	LORD,	Yahweh,	is	the	covenant	name	of	God,	emphasizing	His	faithfulness	to	Israel.	This	echoes	the	recurring	biblical	theme	of	God	responding	to	the	cries	of	His	people,	as	seen	in	the	Exodus	(Exodus	3:7-8).	It	underscores	God's	sovereignty	and	His	role	as	provider	and	protector.by
providing	them	with	foodThe	provision	of	food	signifies	the	end	of	the	famine	in	Bethlehem,	"the	house	of	bread."	This	provision	is	a	tangible	sign	of	God's	blessing	and	favor,	often	associated	with	obedience	and	repentance	(Deuteronomy	28:1-14).	It	also	foreshadows	the	spiritual	nourishment	found	in	Christ,	the	Bread	of	Life	(John	6:35).she	and	her
daughters-in-law	prepared	to	leave	the	land	of	MoabNaomi's	decision	to	return	to	Bethlehem	with	her	daughters-in-law,	Orpah	and	Ruth,	marks	a	pivotal	moment	of	faith	and	hope.	It	reflects	a	return	to	God's	promises	and	a	rejection	of	Moabite	idolatry.	This	journey	symbolizes	repentance	and	restoration,	themes	central	to	the	biblical	narrative.
Ruth's	eventual	inclusion	in	the	lineage	of	David	and	Jesus	(Matthew	1:5)	highlights	God's	redemptive	plan	for	all	nations.	Ruth	1:7Accompanied	by	her	two	daughters-in-lawNaomi's	daughters-in-law,	Orpah	and	Ruth,	are	significant	figures	in	this	narrative.	Their	willingness	to	accompany	Naomi	highlights	the	strong	familial	bonds	and	loyalty	that
existed	despite	the	cultural	and	religious	differences.	In	ancient	Near	Eastern	culture,	the	bond	between	a	mother-in-law	and	her	daughters-in-law	was	crucial,	especially	after	the	death	of	the	husbands.	This	phrase	sets	the	stage	for	the	unfolding	story	of	loyalty	and	devotion,	particularly	Ruth's,	which	becomes	a	central	theme	in	the	book.she	left	the
place	where	she	had	been	livingNaomi	had	been	living	in	Moab,	a	region	east	of	the	Dead	Sea,	for	about	ten	years.	Moab	was	often	in	conflict	with	Israel,	and	its	people	were	descendants	of	Lot.	The	decision	to	leave	Moab	signifies	a	turning	point	for	Naomi,	as	she	seeks	to	return	to	her	homeland	after	the	deaths	of	her	husband	and	sons.	This
departure	can	be	seen	as	a	step	of	faith,	leaving	behind	a	place	of	sorrow	and	loss	to	return	to	her	roots	in	Judah.and	set	out	on	the	road	leading	back	to	the	land	of	JudahThe	journey	from	Moab	to	Judah	was	not	just	a	physical	journey	but	also	a	spiritual	and	emotional	one.	Judah,	specifically	Bethlehem,	is	significant	as	it	is	the	land	of	Naomi's	origin
and	the	future	birthplace	of	King	David	and	Jesus	Christ.	This	return	to	Judah	symbolizes	a	return	to	God's	covenant	land	and	His	people.	The	road	to	Judah	represents	a	path	of	hope	and	redemption,	foreshadowing	the	restoration	and	blessings	that	will	come	through	Ruth's	eventual	marriage	to	Boaz,	a	kinsman-redeemer,	which	is	a	type	of	Christ.
Ruth	1:8Then	Naomi	said	to	her	two	daughters-in-lawNaomi,	a	widow,	is	addressing	her	daughters-in-law,	Orpah	and	Ruth,	who	are	also	widows.	This	reflects	the	patriarchal	society	of	ancient	Israel,	where	women	often	relied	on	male	relatives	for	support.	Naomi's	decision	to	speak	to	them	highlights	her	role	as	the	matriarch	and	her	concern	for
their	well-being.	The	context	is	set	in	the	time	of	the	judges,	a	period	marked	by	social	and	religious	upheaval	in	Israel	(Judges	21:25).Go	back,	each	of	you	to	your	mother’s	homeNaomi	urges	Orpah	and	Ruth	to	return	to	their	maternal	homes,	which	suggests	a	cultural	norm	where	a	widow	might	find	refuge	and	support	with	her	birth	family.	This
reflects	the	ancient	Near	Eastern	custom	of	returning	to	one's	family	of	origin	in	times	of	distress.	The	mention	of	the	"mother's	home"	rather	than	the	father's	may	indicate	a	focus	on	the	nurturing	aspect	of	the	family	or	the	role	of	the	mother	in	arranging	future	marriages	(Genesis	24:28).May	the	LORD	show	you	loving	devotionNaomi	invokes	the
name	of	the	LORD	(Yahweh),	the	covenant	God	of	Israel,	asking	Him	to	show	"loving	devotion"	or	"chesed"	to	her	daughters-in-law.	This	term	encompasses	kindness,	loyalty,	and	faithfulness,	central	themes	in	the	book	of	Ruth.	It	reflects	the	covenantal	love	God	shows	to	His	people,	as	seen	in	His	promises	to	Abraham	(Genesis	12:1-3)	and	His
enduring	faithfulness	throughout	Israel's	history.as	you	have	shown	to	your	dead	and	to	meNaomi	acknowledges	the	loyalty	and	kindness	Orpah	and	Ruth	have	demonstrated	to	their	deceased	husbands	and	to	her.	This	highlights	the	theme	of	loyalty	and	familial	duty,	which	is	a	key	element	in	the	narrative.	Their	actions	prefigure	the	selfless	love	and
commitment	that	Ruth	will	continue	to	show,	ultimately	leading	to	her	inclusion	in	the	lineage	of	David	and,	by	extension,	Jesus	Christ	(Matthew	1:5).	This	foreshadows	the	redemptive	work	of	Christ,	who	embodies	perfect	loving	devotion.	Ruth	1:9May	the	LORD	enable	each	of	you	to	find	restThis	phrase	reflects	a	blessing	and	a	prayer	from	Naomi	to
her	daughters-in-law,	Orpah	and	Ruth.	The	invocation	of	"the	LORD"	(Yahweh)	signifies	a	deep	trust	in	the	God	of	Israel,	highlighting	Naomi's	faith	even	in	her	grief.	The	concept	of	"rest"	here	is	significant,	as	it	implies	security,	peace,	and	provision,	which	were	often	found	in	the	context	of	marriage	during	ancient	times.	This	echoes	the	broader
biblical	theme	of	God	providing	rest	for	His	people,	as	seen	in	passages	like	Psalm	23:2	and	Matthew	11:28-29,	where	rest	is	associated	with	divine	care	and	provision.in	the	home	of	your	new	husband.”The	cultural	context	of	this	phrase	is	crucial.	In	ancient	Near	Eastern	societies,	a	woman's	security	and	social	standing	were	largely	tied	to	her
marital	status.	Naomi's	wish	for	her	daughters-in-law	to	find	new	husbands	reflects	the	societal	norms	of	the	time,	where	marriage	was	a	primary	means	of	ensuring	a	woman's	well-being	and	future.	This	also	foreshadows	the	eventual	marriage	of	Ruth	to	Boaz,	which	not	only	provides	her	with	rest	and	security	but	also	plays	a	critical	role	in	the
lineage	of	King	David	and	ultimately	Jesus	Christ,	as	outlined	in	Matthew	1:5-6.And	she	kissed	themThe	act	of	kissing	here	is	a	gesture	of	affection	and	farewell.	It	signifies	Naomi's	deep	emotional	bond	with	Orpah	and	Ruth,	despite	the	cultural	and	ethnic	differences	between	them.	This	moment	underscores	the	theme	of	loyalty	and	love	that
permeates	the	Book	of	Ruth.	Kissing	as	a	form	of	greeting	or	parting	is	a	common	biblical	motif,	seen	in	other	passages	such	as	Genesis	33:4	and	Acts	20:37,	symbolizing	reconciliation,	love,	and	deep	emotional	connection.as	they	wept	aloudThe	weeping	of	Naomi,	Orpah,	and	Ruth	highlights	the	intense	emotional	pain	and	sorrow	of	their	impending
separation.	This	expression	of	grief	is	a	natural	human	response	to	loss	and	uncertainty,	reflecting	the	depth	of	their	relationship.	The	communal	aspect	of	their	weeping	also	emphasizes	the	shared	nature	of	their	suffering	and	the	strong	bonds	of	family	and	loyalty.	This	moment	of	shared	grief	can	be	compared	to	other	biblical	instances	of	communal
lament,	such	as	in	Nehemiah	8:9	and	John	11:33-35,	where	weeping	is	a	precursor	to	divine	intervention	and	hope.	Ruth	1:10and	said,This	phrase	indicates	a	response	or	decision	being	made.	In	the	context	of	Ruth	1:10,	it	is	the	response	of	Ruth	and	Orpah	to	Naomi's	urging.	The	dialogue	highlights	the	importance	of	verbal	commitment	in
relationships,	a	theme	prevalent	throughout	the	Bible,	such	as	in	the	covenants	God	makes	with	His	people.“Surely	we	will	returnThe	word	"surely"	emphasizes	determination	and	certainty.	This	reflects	the	strong	bond	and	loyalty	Ruth	and	Orpah	feel	towards	Naomi.	The	concept	of	returning	is	significant	in	biblical	narratives,	often	symbolizing
repentance	or	a	change	of	direction,	as	seen	in	the	story	of	the	Prodigal	Son	(Luke	15:11-32).with	youThis	phrase	underscores	companionship	and	solidarity.	Ruth	and	Orpah's	willingness	to	accompany	Naomi	reflects	the	biblical	principle	of	community	and	support,	akin	to	the	fellowship	seen	in	the	early	church	(Acts	2:42-47).	It	also	foreshadows
Ruth's	eventual	role	in	Naomi's	life,	providing	support	and	blessing.to	your	people.”This	indicates	a	willingness	to	leave	behind	their	own	Moabite	culture	and	integrate	into	the	Israelite	community.	The	Moabites	and	Israelites	had	a	complex	history,	often	marked	by	conflict	(Judges	3:12-30).	Ruth's	decision	to	join	Naomi's	people	is	a	significant	step
of	faith	and	foreshadows	her	inclusion	in	the	lineage	of	David	and	ultimately	Jesus	Christ	(Matthew	1:5).	This	act	of	leaving	one's	people	for	another	is	reminiscent	of	Abraham's	call	to	leave	his	homeland	(Genesis	12:1).	Ruth	1:11But	Naomi	replied,Naomi,	whose	name	means	"pleasant,"	is	a	central	figure	in	the	Book	of	Ruth.	Her	reply	is	a	response	to
her	daughters-in-law,	Ruth	and	Orpah,	who	initially	express	their	desire	to	accompany	her	back	to	Bethlehem	after	the	death	of	their	husbands.	Naomi's	response	is	filled	with	a	sense	of	resignation	and	practicality,	reflecting	the	dire	circumstances	she	faces	as	a	widow	in	a	foreign	land.Return	home,	my	daughters.Naomi's	use	of	"my	daughters"
indicates	a	deep	affection	and	familial	bond	with	Ruth	and	Orpah,	despite	their	Moabite	origin.	The	term	"return	home"	suggests	a	cultural	expectation	for	widows	to	return	to	their	father's	house	or	seek	new	marriages	within	their	own	community.	This	reflects	the	ancient	Near	Eastern	customs	where	family	and	kinship	ties	were	crucial	for	survival
and	social	stability.Why	would	you	go	with	me?Naomi	questions	the	logic	of	Ruth	and	Orpah	accompanying	her,	highlighting	the	bleak	prospects	she	can	offer	them.	This	rhetorical	question	underscores	Naomi's	awareness	of	her	inability	to	provide	for	them,	as	she	herself	is	returning	to	Bethlehem	in	a	state	of	poverty	and	uncertainty.	It	also	reflects
the	cultural	norm	that	a	widow's	best	chance	for	security	was	through	remarriage.Are	there	still	sons	in	my	womb	to	become	your	husbands?This	phrase	refers	to	the	practice	of	levirate	marriage,	where	a	man	would	marry	his	deceased	brother's	widow	to	produce	offspring	in	the	brother's	name	(Deuteronomy	25:5-10).	Naomi	is	pointing	out	the
impossibility	of	providing	new	husbands	for	Ruth	and	Orpah,	as	she	has	no	more	sons.	This	highlights	the	cultural	and	legal	structures	of	the	time,	which	placed	significant	importance	on	lineage	and	inheritance.	Naomi's	rhetorical	question	emphasizes	her	hopelessness	and	the	lack	of	future	prospects	for	her	daughters-in-law	if	they	remain	with	her.
Ruth	1:12Return	home,	my	daughters.Naomi	addresses	her	daughters-in-law,	Orpah	and	Ruth,	urging	them	to	return	to	their	own	families	in	Moab.	This	reflects	the	cultural	norm	of	the	time,	where	widows	would	often	return	to	their	father's	house	for	support.	Naomi's	use	of	"my	daughters"	indicates	a	deep	familial	bond,	despite	the	lack	of	blood
relation.	This	phrase	also	highlights	the	theme	of	loyalty	and	family	ties,	which	is	central	to	the	Book	of	Ruth.Go	on,	for	I	am	too	old	to	have	another	husband.Naomi	acknowledges	her	advanced	age,	which	in	the	cultural	context	of	ancient	Israel,	would	make	remarriage	unlikely.	This	reflects	the	societal	expectations	and	limitations	placed	on	widows.
Naomi's	statement	underscores	her	sense	of	hopelessness	and	the	practical	realities	of	her	situation,	as	she	cannot	provide	new	husbands	for	her	daughters-in-law	through	Levirate	marriage,	a	practice	where	a	brother	of	a	deceased	man	would	marry	the	widow	to	continue	the	family	line	(Deuteronomy	25:5-10).Even	if	I	thought	there	was	hope	for	me
to	have	a	husband	tonight	and	to	bear	sons,Naomi	presents	a	hypothetical	scenario	to	emphasize	the	improbability	of	her	situation.	The	mention	of	"hope"	contrasts	with	her	earlier	expression	of	despair,	highlighting	the	depth	of	her	predicament.	The	reference	to	bearing	sons	is	significant	in	the	context	of	Levirate	marriage,	as	it	would	be	necessary
for	her	to	have	sons	to	provide	husbands	for	Orpah	and	Ruth.	This	phrase	also	foreshadows	the	miraculous	provision	and	redemption	that	will	come	later	in	the	narrative,	pointing	to	God's	providence	and	the	eventual	lineage	leading	to	King	David	and	ultimately	to	Jesus	Christ	(Matthew	1:5-16).	Ruth	1:13would	you	wait	for	them	to	grow	up?Naomi	is
addressing	her	daughters-in-law,	Orpah	and	Ruth,	after	the	death	of	her	sons.	In	the	ancient	Near	Eastern	culture,	the	practice	of	levirate	marriage	was	common,	where	a	brother	of	a	deceased	man	was	obliged	to	marry	his	brother's	widow	to	preserve	the	family	line	(Deuteronomy	25:5-10).	Naomi	is	highlighting	the	impracticality	of	this	option,	as
she	has	no	other	sons	and	is	too	old	to	bear	more.	This	rhetorical	question	underscores	the	hopelessness	of	their	situation	and	the	improbability	of	waiting	for	new	sons	to	grow	up.Would	you	refrain	from	having	husbands?Naomi	is	emphasizing	the	sacrifice	that	Orpah	and	Ruth	would	have	to	make	if	they	chose	to	stay	with	her.	In	the	cultural	context,
marriage	and	bearing	children	were	vital	for	a	woman's	security	and	social	standing.	Naomi	is	urging	them	to	consider	their	futures	and	the	possibility	of	finding	new	husbands	in	their	homeland,	Moab.	This	reflects	the	societal	norms	and	expectations	for	women	at	the	time,	where	remaining	unmarried	was	often	seen	as	undesirable.No,	my
daughters,	it	is	much	more	bitter	for	me	than	for	you,Naomi	expresses	her	deep	personal	grief	and	sense	of	loss.	The	term	"bitter"	reflects	her	emotional	state,	which	is	later	echoed	in	her	request	to	be	called	"Mara"	(meaning	"bitter")	upon	her	return	to	Bethlehem	(Ruth	1:20).	Naomi's	statement	also	highlights	her	selflessness,	as	she	prioritizes	the
well-being	of	her	daughters-in-law	over	her	own.	This	phrase	can	be	seen	as	a	foreshadowing	of	the	redemption	and	restoration	that	will	come	later	in	the	narrative,	as	bitterness	is	turned	to	joy.because	the	hand	of	the	LORD	has	gone	out	against	me.”Naomi	attributes	her	misfortunes	to	divine	intervention,	a	common	belief	in	the	Old	Testament
where	God's	sovereignty	is	acknowledged	in	both	blessings	and	trials	(Job	1:21).	This	reflects	the	theological	understanding	of	the	time,	where	personal	and	national	events	were	often	seen	as	directly	influenced	by	God's	will.	Naomi's	lament	can	be	compared	to	the	laments	found	in	the	Psalms,	where	the	psalmists	often	express	their	distress	and
seek	God's	intervention	(Psalm	13,	Psalm	22).	This	acknowledgment	of	God's	hand	sets	the	stage	for	the	unfolding	of	His	providential	plan	through	Ruth,	who	becomes	an	ancestor	of	King	David	and,	ultimately,	Jesus	Christ	(Matthew	1:5-6).	Ruth	1:14Again	they	wept	aloudThis	phrase	highlights	the	deep	emotional	bond	and	sorrow	shared	by	Naomi,
Orpah,	and	Ruth.	In	the	ancient	Near	Eastern	culture,	expressions	of	grief	were	often	public	and	vocal,	reflecting	the	communal	nature	of	life	and	relationships.	The	weeping	signifies	the	pain	of	separation	and	the	uncertainty	of	the	future,	especially	for	widows	in	a	patriarchal	society	where	their	security	depended	on	male	relatives.and	Orpah	kissed
her	mother-in-law	goodbyeOrpah's	kiss	symbolizes	a	farewell	and	a	return	to	her	Moabite	roots.	The	act	of	kissing	as	a	form	of	goodbye	is	consistent	with	cultural	practices	of	the	time,	indicating	respect	and	affection.	Orpah's	decision	to	leave	Naomi	and	return	to	her	people	and	gods	(as	mentioned	in	the	following	verses)	reflects	a	choice	to	seek
security	in	familiar	surroundings,	which	was	a	practical	decision	given	the	vulnerability	of	widows.but	Ruth	clung	to	herRuth's	clinging	to	Naomi	is	a	powerful	demonstration	of	loyalty	and	commitment,	transcending	cultural	and	familial	expectations.	The	Hebrew	word	used	here	for	"clung"	is	the	same	used	in	Genesis	2:24	to	describe	the	bond
between	husband	and	wife,	indicating	a	deep,	covenantal	loyalty.	Ruth's	decision	foreshadows	her	role	in	the	lineage	of	David	and	ultimately	Jesus	Christ,	as	her	faithfulness	leads	her	to	become	part	of	the	Messianic	line.	This	act	of	clinging	can	be	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ's	unwavering	commitment	to	His	people,	showcasing	sacrificial	love	and
devotion.	Ruth	1:15"Look,"	said	Naomi,Naomi,	whose	name	means	"pleasant,"	is	a	central	figure	in	the	Book	of	Ruth.	At	this	point	in	the	narrative,	she	is	addressing	her	daughters-in-law,	Ruth	and	Orpah,	after	the	death	of	her	husband	and	sons.	Naomi's	use	of	"Look"	indicates	a	moment	of	decision	and	urgency.	This	reflects	the	dire	circumstances
she	faces	and	her	concern	for	the	well-being	of	her	daughters-in-law.	Naomi's	character	is	one	of	wisdom	and	care,	as	she	seeks	what	she	believes	is	best	for	Ruth	and	Orpah."your	sister-in-law	has	gone	back	to	her	people	and	her	gods;"Orpah,	Ruth's	sister-in-law,	decides	to	return	to	Moab,	her	homeland.	This	decision	highlights	the	cultural	and
religious	differences	between	Moab	and	Israel.	Moabites	worshiped	gods	like	Chemosh,	contrasting	with	the	monotheistic	worship	of	Yahweh	in	Israel.	Orpah's	return	signifies	a	choice	to	remain	within	her	cultural	and	religious	identity.	This	moment	underscores	the	theme	of	loyalty	and	faith,	as	Ruth	will	choose	a	different	path.	The	mention	of
"gods"	also	sets	the	stage	for	Ruth's	later	declaration	of	faith	in	the	God	of	Israel."follow	her	back	home."Naomi	encourages	Ruth	to	follow	Orpah's	example,	suggesting	that	returning	to	Moab	might	offer	security	and	familiarity.	This	reflects	the	ancient	Near	Eastern	practice	of	women	seeking	protection	within	their	familial	and	cultural	structures.
Naomi's	suggestion	is	practical,	considering	the	vulnerability	of	widows	in	that	era.	However,	Ruth's	subsequent	decision	to	stay	with	Naomi	and	embrace	her	people	and	God	becomes	a	pivotal	moment	in	the	narrative,	showcasing	her	loyalty	and	foreshadowing	her	role	in	the	lineage	of	King	David	and	ultimately,	Jesus	Christ.	Ruth	1:16But	Ruth



replied:Ruth's	response	is	a	pivotal	moment	in	the	narrative,	showcasing	her	loyalty	and	commitment.	This	reply	is	significant	as	it	marks	a	turning	point	in	her	life	and	in	the	story	of	Naomi's	family.	Ruth,	a	Moabite,	is	making	a	conscious	decision	to	align	herself	with	Naomi,	an	Israelite,	which	is	a	profound	act	of	devotion	and	love.Do	not	urge	me	to

leave	you	or	to	turn	from	following	you.Ruth's	insistence	on	staying	with	Naomi	highlights	the	depth	of	her	loyalty.	In	the	ancient	Near	Eastern	culture,	family	ties	were	paramount,	and	Ruth's	determination	to	remain	with	Naomi,	despite	the	cultural	and	ethnic	differences,	underscores	her	steadfastness.	This	mirrors	the	biblical	theme	of	covenant
loyalty,	akin	to	God's	unwavering	faithfulness	to	His	people.For	wherever	you	go,	I	will	go,	and	wherever	you	live,	I	will	live;Ruth's	commitment	to	Naomi	is	total	and	unconditional.	This	phrase	reflects	the	biblical	principle	of	leaving	one's	past	behind	to	embrace	a	new	future,	similar	to	Abraham's	call	to	leave	his	homeland	(Genesis	12:1).	Ruth's
willingness	to	adopt	a	new	land	and	lifestyle	is	a	testament	to	her	faith	and	courage.your	people	will	be	my	people,Ruth's	declaration	to	adopt	Naomi's	people	signifies	her	acceptance	of	a	new	identity.	This	is	a	profound	step,	as	it	involves	leaving	behind	her	Moabite	heritage.	It	echoes	the	biblical	theme	of	inclusion	and	foreshadows	the	New
Testament	message	of	the	Gentiles	being	grafted	into	the	people	of	God	(Romans	11:17-24).and	your	God	will	be	my	God.This	is	the	climax	of	Ruth's	declaration,	indicating	her	conversion	and	acceptance	of	the	God	of	Israel.	In	a	polytheistic	society,	choosing	to	follow	the	God	of	Israel	was	a	significant	spiritual	decision.	Ruth's	faith	is	a	precursor	to
the	inclusion	of	Gentiles	in	the	covenant	community,	and	her	story	is	a	type	of	Christ's	redemptive	work,	where	all	nations	are	invited	to	become	part	of	God's	family.	Ruth	1:17Where	you	die,	I	will	die,	and	there	I	will	be	buried.This	phrase	reflects	Ruth's	deep	commitment	and	loyalty	to	Naomi,	transcending	cultural	and	familial	ties.	In	the	ancient
Near	Eastern	context,	burial	in	one's	homeland	was	significant,	symbolizing	belonging	and	identity.	Ruth's	willingness	to	be	buried	in	a	foreign	land	underscores	her	complete	devotion.	This	mirrors	the	covenantal	loyalty	seen	in	other	biblical	figures,	such	as	Jonathan's	commitment	to	David	(1	Samuel	18:3).	It	also	foreshadows	the	New	Testament	call
to	discipleship,	where	followers	of	Christ	are	called	to	leave	behind	their	former	lives	(Luke	9:23).May	the	LORD	punish	me,	and	ever	so	severely,Ruth	invokes	the	name	of	the	LORD,	using	a	solemn	oath	formula	common	in	ancient	Israel.	This	reflects	her	acceptance	of	the	God	of	Israel,	aligning	herself	with	Naomi's	faith.	The	invocation	of	divine
punishment	for	breaking	the	vow	highlights	the	seriousness	of	her	commitment.	This	type	of	oath	is	seen	elsewhere	in	Scripture,	such	as	in	1	Samuel	3:17,	where	Eli	demands	the	truth	from	Samuel.	It	emphasizes	the	gravity	and	sincerity	of	the	promise	being	made.if	anything	but	death	separates	you	and	me.”Ruth's	declaration	is	reminiscent	of	the
marriage	covenant,	where	only	death	is	to	part	the	couple	(Romans	7:2).	This	reflects	the	depth	of	her	loyalty	and	love,	akin	to	the	steadfast	love	(hesed)	that	God	shows	to	His	people.	The	phrase	also	prefigures	the	New	Testament	teaching	on	the	permanence	of	God's	love,	as	seen	in	Romans	8:38-39,	where	nothing	can	separate	believers	from	the
love	of	God	in	Christ	Jesus.	Ruth's	commitment	is	a	type	of	Christ's	unwavering	dedication	to	His	Church,	illustrating	the	sacrificial	and	enduring	nature	of	divine	love.	Ruth	1:18When	Naomi	saw	that	Ruth	was	determined	to	go	with	herNaomi,	a	widow	from	Bethlehem,	had	been	living	in	Moab	due	to	a	famine	in	Judah.	Her	daughters-in-law,	Orpah
and	Ruth,	were	Moabite	women.	The	cultural	context	here	is	significant;	Moabites	and	Israelites	had	a	history	of	tension,	and	Ruth's	determination	to	leave	her	homeland	and	follow	Naomi	is	a	profound	act	of	loyalty	and	faith.	This	determination	can	be	seen	as	a	reflection	of	God's	covenant	faithfulness,	as	Ruth's	commitment	mirrors	the	steadfast
love	God	shows	to	His	people.	Ruth's	decision	also	foreshadows	her	role	in	the	lineage	of	David	and	ultimately	Jesus	Christ,	highlighting	the	inclusion	of	Gentiles	in	God's	redemptive	plan.she	stopped	trying	to	persuade	herNaomi's	initial	attempts	to	persuade	Ruth	to	stay	in	Moab	were	rooted	in	practical	concerns	for	Ruth's	future	security	and
prospects	for	remarriage.	In	the	ancient	Near	Eastern	culture,	a	widow's	survival	often	depended	on	her	family	connections,	and	Naomi	had	no	more	sons	to	offer	as	husbands.	Naomi's	cessation	of	persuasion	indicates	her	recognition	of	Ruth's	unwavering	commitment.	This	moment	underscores	the	theme	of	divine	providence,	as	Ruth's	choice	to	stay
with	Naomi	leads	to	her	becoming	an	ancestor	of	King	David	and,	by	extension,	Jesus	Christ.	Naomi's	acceptance	of	Ruth's	decision	also	marks	a	turning	point	in	the	narrative,	setting	the	stage	for	the	unfolding	of	God's	plan	through	unexpected	means.	The	Return	to	BethlehemRuth	1:19So	Naomi	and	Ruth	traveled	until	they	came	to
Bethlehem.Naomi	and	Ruth's	journey	from	Moab	to	Bethlehem	is	significant,	covering	approximately	50	miles	through	rugged	terrain.	Bethlehem,	meaning	"House	of	Bread,"	is	a	town	in	Judah,	known	as	the	future	birthplace	of	King	David	and	Jesus	Christ,	linking	Ruth	to	the	Davidic	line.	This	journey	symbolizes	a	return	to	God's	provision	and
covenant	land,	contrasting	Moab,	often	associated	with	idolatry	and	judgment.	Ruth's	commitment	to	Naomi	and	her	God	reflects	a	profound	conversion	and	loyalty,	prefiguring	Gentile	inclusion	in	God's	redemptive	plan.When	they	entered	Bethlehem,	the	whole	town	was	stirred	because	of	them,The	arrival	of	Naomi	and	Ruth	causes	a	commotion,
indicating	Naomi's	previous	status	and	the	town's	small,	close-knit	nature.	The	Hebrew	word	for	"stirred"	suggests	a	significant	emotional	reaction,	possibly	due	to	Naomi's	changed	appearance	and	circumstances.	This	scene	sets	the	stage	for	the	unfolding	of	God's	providence	and	foreshadows	the	impact	Ruth	will	have	on	the	community	and	Israel's
history.	The	town's	reaction	also	highlights	the	cultural	importance	of	community	and	kinship	in	ancient	Israel.and	the	women	of	the	town	exclaimed,	“Can	this	be	Naomi?”The	women's	question	reflects	surprise	and	perhaps	pity,	as	Naomi's	return	contrasts	with	her	previous	departure	with	a	full	family.	Her	name,	meaning	"pleasant,"	now	seems
ironic	given	her	hardships.	This	moment	underscores	themes	of	identity	and	transformation,	as	Naomi's	experiences	have	reshaped	her	life.	The	women's	role	in	the	narrative	emphasizes	the	communal	aspect	of	Israelite	society	and	sets	up	Naomi's	lament	in	the	following	verses,	where	she	expresses	her	bitterness	and	sense	of	loss.	This	exclamation
also	foreshadows	the	restoration	and	redemption	that	will	come	through	Ruth's	actions	and	God's	intervention.	Ruth	1:20“Do	not	call	me	Naomi,”	she	replied.Naomi's	name	means	"pleasant"	or	"delightful,"	reflecting	a	positive	and	joyful	character.	Her	request	to	change	her	name	signifies	a	profound	transformation	in	her	identity	due	to	her
circumstances.	In	biblical	times,	names	held	significant	meaning	and	were	often	reflective	of	one's	life	experiences	or	divine	purpose.	Naomi's	insistence	on	a	name	change	indicates	her	deep	sense	of	loss	and	sorrow,	as	she	feels	her	life	no	longer	aligns	with	the	meaning	of	"Naomi."“Call	me	Mara,”The	name	"Mara"	means	"bitter."	By	choosing	this
name,	Naomi	expresses	the	depth	of	her	grief	and	the	bitterness	she	feels	after	losing	her	husband	and	sons.	This	change	is	symbolic	of	her	perception	of	her	life	as	being	filled	with	hardship	and	suffering.	The	use	of	"Mara"	connects	to	the	Israelites'	experience	in	Exodus	15:23,	where	they	encountered	bitter	waters	at	Marah,	highlighting	themes	of
trial	and	divine	testing.because	the	AlmightyThe	term	"Almighty"	is	translated	from	the	Hebrew	"Shaddai,"	a	name	for	God	that	emphasizes	His	power	and	sovereignty.	Naomi	acknowledges	God's	control	over	her	life	circumstances,	recognizing	His	authority	even	in	her	suffering.	This	reflects	a	common	biblical	theme	where	individuals	attribute	their
life	events,	both	good	and	bad,	to	God's	will,	as	seen	in	the	stories	of	Job	and	Joseph.has	dealt	quite	bitterly	with	me.Naomi	attributes	her	misfortunes	to	God's	actions,	expressing	a	belief	that	her	suffering	is	a	direct	result	of	divine	intervention.	This	reflects	the	ancient	Near	Eastern	understanding	of	God's	involvement	in	the	personal	and	communal
aspects	of	life.	Her	statement	echoes	the	lament	tradition	found	in	the	Psalms,	where	individuals	openly	express	their	grievances	to	God.	Despite	her	bitterness,	Naomi's	acknowledgment	of	God's	role	in	her	life	suggests	an	underlying	faith,	as	she	continues	to	engage	with	Him	even	in	her	distress.	Ruth	1:21I	went	away	fullNaomi	reflects	on	her
departure	from	Bethlehem	to	Moab	during	a	time	of	famine.	"Full"	signifies	not	only	material	wealth	but	also	the	presence	of	her	family—her	husband	and	two	sons.	This	phrase	highlights	the	initial	hope	and	prosperity	she	felt,	contrasting	with	her	current	state.	The	move	to	Moab,	a	land	often	at	odds	with	Israel,	was	a	significant	decision,	showing
the	desperation	of	the	times	(Ruth	1:1).	The	fullness	she	refers	to	is	both	physical	and	relational,	emphasizing	the	loss	she	has	experienced.but	the	LORD	has	brought	me	back	emptyNaomi	attributes	her	return	to	the	sovereignty	of	God,	acknowledging	His	control	over	her	circumstances.	"Empty"	signifies	the	loss	of	her	husband	and	sons,	as	well	as
her	perceived	loss	of	purpose	and	identity.	This	reflects	the	cultural	importance	of	family	and	lineage	in	ancient	Israel.	The	emptiness	also	symbolizes	spiritual	and	emotional	desolation,	a	theme	echoed	in	Job's	lament	(Job	1:21).	Naomi's	return	to	Bethlehem,	the	"house	of	bread,"	during	the	barley	harvest	(Ruth	1:22)	foreshadows	the	restoration	and
provision	that	God	will	bring.Why	call	me	Naomi?Naomi's	name	means	"pleasant"	or	"delightful,"	and	she	questions	its	appropriateness	given	her	current	state	of	bitterness	and	sorrow.	This	reflects	the	biblical	theme	of	names	and	their	significance,	as	seen	in	other	scriptural	accounts	where	names	are	changed	to	reflect	new	realities	or	divine
encounters	(e.g.,	Abram	to	Abraham	in	Genesis	17:5).	Naomi's	question	underscores	her	struggle	with	identity	and	the	impact	of	her	suffering.After	all,	the	LORD	has	testified	against	meNaomi	perceives	her	suffering	as	a	divine	testimony	against	her,	suggesting	a	belief	in	retributive	justice	common	in	the	Old	Testament.	This	reflects	the	cultural
understanding	of	God's	direct	involvement	in	the	fortunes	and	misfortunes	of	individuals.	The	idea	of	God	testifying	against	someone	is	seen	in	the	lamentations	of	Job	(Job	16:8)	and	the	psalms	of	David	(Psalm	51:4),	where	personal	suffering	is	interpreted	as	divine	judgment.and	the	Almighty	has	afflicted	me.The	use	of	"Almighty"	(Shaddai)
emphasizes	God's	power	and	authority.	Naomi's	statement	reflects	a	deep	sense	of	personal	affliction	and	divine	chastisement.	This	aligns	with	the	biblical	theme	of	God	as	both	a	source	of	comfort	and	a	figure	of	awe-inspiring	power,	as	seen	in	the	narratives	of	the	patriarchs	and	the	prophets.	Naomi's	lament	is	a	precursor	to	the	redemptive	arc	that
will	unfold,	pointing	to	the	ultimate	restoration	and	hope	found	in	Christ,	who	bears	our	afflictions	(Isaiah	53:4).	Ruth	1:22So	Naomi	returned	from	the	land	of	MoabNaomi's	return	from	Moab	marks	a	significant	transition	in	her	life	and	the	narrative.	Moab	was	a	region	east	of	the	Dead	Sea,	often	at	odds	with	Israel.	The	Moabites	descended	from	Lot
(Genesis	19:37),	and	their	relationship	with	Israel	was	complex,	involving	both	conflict	and	cooperation.	Naomi's	return	signifies	a	move	from	a	place	of	loss	and	foreignness	back	to	her	homeland,	symbolizing	repentance	and	restoration.	This	return	is	reminiscent	of	the	prodigal	son’s	return	in	Luke	15,	highlighting	themes	of	redemption	and
hope.with	her	daughter-in-law	Ruth	the	MoabitessRuth's	identity	as	a	Moabitess	is	crucial,	emphasizing	her	foreign	status	and	the	cultural	barriers	she	faces.	Despite	being	a	Moabite,	Ruth's	loyalty	to	Naomi	and	her	faith	in	the	God	of	Israel	set	her	apart.	Her	inclusion	in	the	lineage	of	David	and	ultimately	Jesus	(Matthew	1:5)	underscores	the	theme
of	God's	grace	extending	beyond	Israel.	Ruth's	story	prefigures	the	inclusion	of	Gentiles	into	the	covenant	community,	as	seen	in	the	New	Testament	(Ephesians	2:11-13).And	they	arrived	in	BethlehemBethlehem,	meaning	"house	of	bread,"	is	significant	both	geographically	and	theologically.	It	is	the	birthplace	of	King	David	(1	Samuel	16:1)	and	later
Jesus	Christ	(Micah	5:2;	Matthew	2:1).	The	arrival	in	Bethlehem	sets	the	stage	for	the	unfolding	of	God's	providential	plan.	The	town's	name	foreshadows	the	provision	and	sustenance	that	will	come	through	Ruth's	story,	ultimately	leading	to	the	birth	of	the	Messiah.at	the	beginning	of	the	barley	harvestThe	timing	of	their	arrival	is	providential,	as	the
barley	harvest	marks	a	season	of	renewal	and	provision.	This	period,	occurring	around	April,	is	significant	for	the	unfolding	narrative,	as	it	provides	the	setting	for	Ruth's	meeting	with	Boaz	(Ruth	2:1-3).	The	harvest	symbolizes	new	beginnings	and	God's	provision,	paralleling	the	spiritual	renewal	and	hope	that	Naomi	and	Ruth	will	experience.	The
harvest	theme	is	echoed	in	the	New	Testament,	where	Jesus	speaks	of	the	fields	being	ripe	for	harvest	(John	4:35),	symbolizing	the	readiness	of	people	to	receive	the	gospel.Page	25Berean	Study	BibleBoaz	Meets	RuthRuth	2:1Now	Naomi	had	a	relative	on	her	husband’s	sideThis	phrase	introduces	Boaz	as	a	relative	of	Naomi's	deceased	husband,
Elimelech.	In	ancient	Israel,	family	lineage	and	tribal	affiliation	were	crucial	for	identity	and	inheritance	rights.	The	mention	of	a	relative	sets	the	stage	for	the	concept	of	the	kinsman-redeemer,	a	key	theme	in	the	Book	of	Ruth.	This	role,	outlined	in	Leviticus	25:25-55	and	Deuteronomy	25:5-10,	involved	a	family	member	stepping	in	to	support
relatives	in	need,	often	by	marrying	a	widow	to	preserve	the	family	line.a	prominent	man	of	noble	characterBoaz	is	described	as	a	man	of	noble	character,	indicating	his	integrity,	wealth,	and	social	standing.	The	Hebrew	term	"gibbor	chayil"	can	imply	both	wealth	and	valor,	suggesting	that	Boaz	was	not	only	financially	prosperous	but	also	respected
for	his	moral	and	ethical	conduct.	This	character	trait	is	significant	as	it	foreshadows	his	role	as	a	redeemer	and	protector,	reflecting	the	qualities	of	righteousness	and	kindness	that	are	central	to	the	narrative.from	the	clan	of	ElimelechThe	mention	of	the	clan	of	Elimelech	ties	Boaz	to	Naomi	and	Ruth	through	familial	and	tribal	connections.	In	the
tribal	society	of	ancient	Israel,	clans	were	extended	family	groups	that	provided	social	and	economic	support.	This	connection	is	crucial	for	the	unfolding	of	the	story,	as	it	legitimizes	Boaz's	potential	role	as	a	kinsman-redeemer.	The	clan	system	also	reflects	the	importance	of	maintaining	family	heritage	and	property	within	the	tribe,	as	seen	in
Numbers	36:7-9.whose	name	was	BoazThe	name	Boaz	means	"strength"	or	"in	him	is	strength,"	which	is	fitting	given	his	role	in	the	narrative.	Boaz's	actions	throughout	the	Book	of	Ruth	demonstrate	strength	of	character	and	faithfulness	to	God's	laws.	His	name	also	appears	in	the	genealogy	of	Jesus	Christ	in	Matthew	1:5,	highlighting	his
significance	in	the	lineage	of	David	and	ultimately	the	Messiah.	Boaz	serves	as	a	type	of	Christ,	embodying	the	role	of	a	redeemer	who	provides	protection	and	restoration.	Ruth	2:2And	Ruth	the	Moabitess	said	to	NaomiRuth's	identity	as	a	Moabitess	is	significant,	highlighting	her	foreign	status	in	Israel.	The	Moabites	were	descendants	of	Lot	and
often	in	conflict	with	Israel	(Genesis	19:37).	Her	presence	in	Bethlehem	underscores	themes	of	inclusion	and	God's	grace	extending	beyond	Israel.	Ruth's	loyalty	to	Naomi,	despite	cultural	and	national	differences,	exemplifies	devotion	and	love.Please	let	me	go	into	the	fields	and	glean	heads	of	grainGleaning	was	a	provision	in	the	Mosaic	Law	for	the
poor,	widows,	and	foreigners	(Leviticus	19:9-10,	Deuteronomy	24:19-22).	It	allowed	them	to	gather	leftover	crops	after	the	harvesters.	Ruth's	request	shows	her	willingness	to	work	hard	and	her	humility	in	accepting	her	status.	This	act	of	gleaning	foreshadows	God's	providence	and	care	for	those	who	trust	in	Him.after	someone	in	whose	sight	I	may
find	favorRuth	seeks	favor,	indicating	her	hope	for	kindness	and	protection.	This	reflects	the	biblical	principle	of	finding	favor	in	the	eyes	of	others,	often	seen	as	a	sign	of	God's	blessing	(Genesis	39:4,	Proverbs	3:4).	Her	faith	and	initiative	set	the	stage	for	divine	intervention	and	blessing	through	Boaz,	a	type	of	Christ	as	a	redeemer.Go	ahead,	my
daughter,	Naomi	repliedNaomi's	response	shows	her	approval	and	affection	for	Ruth,	calling	her	"my	daughter,"	which	signifies	a	close	relationship.	This	moment	marks	a	turning	point	from	despair	to	hope,	as	Naomi	begins	to	see	the	potential	for	God's	provision	through	Ruth's	actions.	Naomi's	trust	in	Ruth's	judgment	also	reflects	her	own	faith	in
God's	providence.	Ruth	2:3So	Ruth	departed	and	went	out	into	the	fieldRuth's	departure	signifies	her	proactive	nature	and	willingness	to	provide	for	herself	and	Naomi.	In	the	cultural	context	of	ancient	Israel,	widows	often	faced	poverty	and	marginalization.	Ruth's	decision	to	glean	reflects	the	Mosaic	Law's	provision	for	the	poor,	as	seen	in	Leviticus
19:9-10	and	Deuteronomy	24:19,	which	allowed	the	needy	to	gather	leftover	crops.	This	act	of	gleaning	demonstrates	Ruth's	humility	and	determination.and	gleaned	after	the	harvesters.Gleaning	was	a	common	practice	in	ancient	Israel,	where	landowners	were	instructed	to	leave	the	edges	of	their	fields	unharvested	for	the	poor	and	foreigners.	Ruth,
a	Moabite,	was	both	a	foreigner	and	a	widow,	making	her	eligible	to	glean.	This	practice	highlights	God's	provision	for	the	marginalized	and	sets	the	stage	for	Ruth's	encounter	with	Boaz,	a	man	of	standing	in	the	community.And	she	happened	to	come	to	the	part	of	the	field	belonging	to	Boaz,The	phrase	"she	happened"	suggests	a	divine	orchestration
rather	than	mere	coincidence.	In	the	biblical	narrative,	God's	providence	is	often	at	work	behind	the	scenes.	Boaz's	field	becomes	a	place	of	blessing	and	protection	for	Ruth,	illustrating	how	God	guides	and	provides	for	those	who	trust	in	Him.	This	moment	foreshadows	the	unfolding	of	God's	plan	for	Ruth	and	Naomi's	redemption.who	was	from	the
clan	of	Elimelech.Boaz's	connection	to	Elimelech,	Naomi's	deceased	husband,	is	significant.	In	the	cultural	and	legal	context	of	Israel,	the	concept	of	the	kinsman-redeemer	(goel)	was	crucial.	A	kinsman-redeemer	had	the	responsibility	to	protect	the	interests	of	needy	family	members,	as	outlined	in	Leviticus	25:25-55.	Boaz's	role	as	a	potential
redeemer	for	Ruth	and	Naomi	is	a	central	theme	in	the	book,	symbolizing	Christ's	redemptive	work	for	humanity.	Ruth	2:4Just	then	Boaz	arrived	from	BethlehemBoaz's	arrival	is	significant	as	it	highlights	divine	timing	in	the	narrative.	Bethlehem,	meaning	"house	of	bread,"	is	a	town	in	Judah	known	for	its	fertile	land.	This	setting	foreshadows	its
future	significance	as	the	birthplace	of	Jesus	Christ	(Micah	5:2).	Boaz,	a	wealthy	and	influential	man,	is	introduced	as	a	kinsman-redeemer,	a	concept	rooted	in	Levitical	law	(Leviticus	25:25),	which	allowed	a	relative	to	redeem	a	family	member	in	distress.and	said	to	the	harvesters,Boaz's	interaction	with	his	workers	reflects	the	agrarian	culture	of
ancient	Israel,	where	landowners	and	laborers	worked	closely	during	harvest.	The	harvesters	were	likely	gleaning	barley,	a	staple	crop,	indicating	the	time	of	year	was	spring.	This	setting	provides	a	backdrop	for	the	unfolding	of	God's	providence	in	Ruth's	life.“The	LORD	be	with	you.”Boaz's	greeting	reveals	his	piety	and	the	integration	of	faith	into
daily	life.	This	blessing	invokes	the	presence	of	Yahweh,	the	covenant	name	of	God,	emphasizing	the	spiritual	atmosphere	in	which	Boaz	operates.	It	reflects	the	theocratic	society	of	Israel,	where	God's	presence	was	central	to	community	life	(Numbers	6:24-26).“The	LORD	bless	you,”	they	replied.The	reciprocal	blessing	from	the	harvesters	indicates
mutual	respect	and	a	shared	faith.	This	exchange	underscores	the	godly	character	of	Boaz's	household	and	the	positive	relationship	between	him	and	his	workers.	It	also	reflects	the	cultural	norm	of	invoking	God's	favor	in	everyday	interactions,	as	seen	in	other	scriptural	greetings	(Ruth	2:20,	1	Samuel	23:21).	Ruth	2:5And	Boaz	asked	the	foreman	of
his	harvesters,Boaz	is	introduced	as	a	man	of	standing	and	wealth,	a	relative	of	Elimelech,	Naomi's	deceased	husband.	His	inquiry	shows	his	active	involvement	in	the	management	of	his	fields,	a	sign	of	a	responsible	and	diligent	landowner.	The	foreman,	or	overseer,	was	responsible	for	the	day-to-day	operations	of	the	harvest,	indicating	a	structured
and	organized	approach	to	agriculture	in	ancient	Israel.	This	reflects	the	agrarian	society	of	the	time,	where	landowners	like	Boaz	played	a	crucial	role	in	the	community's	economy	and	social	structure.“Whose	young	woman	is	this?”Boaz's	question	highlights	the	cultural	context	of	identity	and	belonging	in	ancient	Israel.	Women	were	often	identified
by	their	relationship	to	a	male	figure,	such	as	a	father	or	husband.	This	reflects	the	patriarchal	society	where	lineage	and	family	connections	were	significant.	The	question	also	indicates	Boaz's	immediate	interest	in	Ruth,	setting	the	stage	for	their	future	relationship.	Ruth,	a	Moabite,	was	gleaning	in	the	fields,	a	practice	allowed	by	Mosaic	Law	to
provide	for	the	poor	and	foreigners	(Leviticus	19:9-10).	This	moment	foreshadows	Ruth's	integration	into	the	Israelite	community	and	her	eventual	role	in	the	lineage	of	David	and	Jesus	Christ,	highlighting	themes	of	redemption	and	inclusion.	Ruth	2:6The	foreman	answeredIn	the	context	of	ancient	Israel,	a	foreman	was	responsible	for	overseeing	the
workers	during	the	harvest.	This	role	required	leadership	and	accountability,	ensuring	that	the	work	was	done	efficiently	and	fairly.	The	foreman's	response	indicates	his	awareness	of	the	people	working	in	the	field,	reflecting	the	close-knit	nature	of	agrarian	communities	in	biblical	times.She	is	the	MoabitessThe	term	"Moabitess"	identifies	Ruth's
ethnic	background,	highlighting	her	foreign	status	in	Israel.	Moab	was	a	neighboring	nation	often	at	odds	with	Israel,	and	Moabites	were	generally	viewed	with	suspicion	or	hostility.	This	detail	underscores	the	remarkable	nature	of	Ruth's	acceptance	and	integration	into	the	Israelite	community,	which	foreshadows	the	inclusive	nature	of	God's
kingdom.who	returned	with	NaomiNaomi's	return	to	Bethlehem	with	Ruth	marks	a	significant	turning	point	in	the	narrative.	Naomi,	having	left	Bethlehem	due	to	famine,	returns	after	the	death	of	her	husband	and	sons,	accompanied	by	her	loyal	daughter-in-law.	This	return	signifies	a	movement	from	despair	to	hope,	setting	the	stage	for	God's
providential	care	and	the	unfolding	of	His	redemptive	plan.from	the	land	of	MoabMoab,	located	east	of	the	Dead	Sea,	was	known	for	its	rugged	terrain	and	historical	enmity	with	Israel.	The	mention	of	Moab	emphasizes	the	cultural	and	religious	barriers	Ruth	overcame	to	join	Naomi.	This	journey	from	Moab	to	Bethlehem	symbolizes	a	transition	from
paganism	to	faith	in	the	God	of	Israel,	prefiguring	the	inclusion	of	Gentiles	in	the	New	Covenant	through	Christ.	Ruth	2:7She	has	said,	‘Please	let	me	glean	and	gather	among	the	sheaves	after	the	harvesters.’In	the	ancient	Near	Eastern	context,	gleaning	was	a	practice	allowed	by	Mosaic	Law,	where	the	poor	and	foreigners	could	collect	leftover	crops
from	the	fields	after	the	harvesters	had	passed	through	(Leviticus	19:9-10,	Deuteronomy	24:19-22).	Ruth,	a	Moabite	and	a	widow,	was	exercising	her	right	under	this	law,	demonstrating	her	humility	and	willingness	to	work	for	sustenance.	This	act	of	gleaning	also	highlights	the	provision	God	made	for	the	marginalized	in	society.	Ruth's	request	to
glean	"among	the	sheaves"	suggests	she	sought	permission	to	gather	not	just	the	leftovers	on	the	ground	but	also	among	the	bundles,	indicating	her	boldness	and	initiative.	This	foreshadows	her	role	in	God's	redemptive	plan,	as	she	becomes	an	ancestor	of	King	David	and,	ultimately,	Jesus	Christ	(Matthew	1:5).So	she	came	out	and	has	continued	from
morning	until	now,Ruth's	dedication	and	work	ethic	are	evident	as	she	labors	from	morning	until	the	present	time.	This	reflects	her	character	as	industrious	and	diligent,	qualities	that	earn	her	favor	in	the	eyes	of	Boaz,	the	field	owner.	Her	perseverance	is	a	testament	to	her	commitment	to	Naomi,	her	mother-in-law,	and	her	determination	to	provide
for	them	both.	This	phrase	also	underscores	the	theme	of	divine	providence,	as	Ruth's	hard	work	places	her	in	the	path	of	Boaz,	a	kinsman-redeemer,	who	plays	a	crucial	role	in	her	life	and	the	continuation	of	Naomi's	family	line.except	that	she	rested	a	short	time	in	the	shelter.”The	mention	of	Ruth	taking	a	short	rest	in	the	shelter	indicates	the	harsh
conditions	of	fieldwork	and	the	necessity	of	rest	even	for	the	most	diligent	workers.	The	shelter	likely	provided	shade	and	a	place	for	workers	to	recuperate,	emphasizing	the	humane	treatment	of	laborers	in	Boaz's	fields.	This	detail	highlights	Boaz's	character	as	a	compassionate	and	just	landowner,	aligning	with	the	biblical	principle	of	caring	for
workers	(Deuteronomy	24:14-15).	Ruth's	brief	rest	also	symbolizes	the	temporary	nature	of	her	struggles,	as	God	is	orchestrating	a	greater	plan	for	her	life,	leading	to	her	eventual	rest	and	security	through	her	marriage	to	Boaz.	Ruth	2:8Then	Boaz	said	to	RuthBoaz,	a	wealthy	and	influential	man	in	Bethlehem,	is	introduced	as	a	kinsman	of	Naomi's
late	husband,	Elimelech.	His	interaction	with	Ruth	is	significant	as	it	sets	the	stage	for	his	role	as	a	kinsman-redeemer.	This	phrase	highlights	Boaz's	initiative	and	willingness	to	engage	with	Ruth,	a	Moabite	widow,	which	reflects	his	character	and	foreshadows	his	future	actions.Listen,	my	daughterThe	term	"my	daughter"	indicates	a	tone	of	kindness
and	protection.	It	suggests	a	familial	relationship,	emphasizing	Boaz's	role	as	a	protector	and	provider.	This	phrase	also	reflects	the	cultural	norms	of	the	time,	where	elders	or	those	in	authority	would	address	younger	individuals	with	such	terms,	showing	care	and	responsibility.Do	not	go	and	glean	in	another	fieldGleaning	was	a	provision	in	the
Mosaic	Law	(Leviticus	19:9-10)	for	the	poor	and	foreigners,	allowing	them	to	gather	leftover	crops.	Boaz's	instruction	to	Ruth	not	to	glean	elsewhere	underscores	his	desire	to	ensure	her	safety	and	well-being,	as	other	fields	might	not	offer	the	same	protection	or	kindness.and	do	not	go	away	from	this	placeThis	directive	emphasizes	the	importance	of
staying	within	the	protection	and	provision	of	Boaz's	field.	It	reflects	the	cultural	and	social	dynamics	of	the	time,	where	a	foreign	woman	like	Ruth	could	face	danger	or	mistreatment	in	unfamiliar	territories.but	stay	here	close	to	my	servant	girlsBoaz's	instruction	for	Ruth	to	stay	close	to	his	servant	girls	provides	her	with	a	sense	of	community	and
security.	It	also	ensures	that	she	is	integrated	into	the	social	structure	of	his	household,	offering	her	protection	and	companionship.	This	act	of	inclusion	is	significant,	as	it	foreshadows	the	acceptance	and	integration	of	Ruth,	a	Moabite,	into	the	Israelite	community,	ultimately	leading	to	her	role	in	the	lineage	of	David	and	Jesus	Christ.	Ruth	2:9Let
your	eyes	be	on	the	field	they	are	harvestingThis	phrase	indicates	the	importance	of	focus	and	diligence	in	work.	In	the	context	of	ancient	Israel,	gleaning	was	a	provision	for	the	poor,	widows,	and	foreigners,	as	outlined	in	Leviticus	19:9-10	and	Deuteronomy	24:19-22.	Ruth,	a	Moabite	and	widow,	exemplifies	humility	and	industriousness	by
participating	in	this	practice.	The	field	represents	God's	provision	and	the	opportunity	for	sustenance,	echoing	the	biblical	theme	of	God	providing	for	His	people.and	follow	along	after	these	girlsRuth	is	instructed	to	follow	the	female	workers,	which	highlights	the	social	structure	and	gender	roles	of	the	time.	Women	often	worked	in	groups	for	safety
and	efficiency.	This	instruction	also	signifies	Ruth's	acceptance	into	the	community,	despite	her	foreign	status.	It	reflects	the	biblical	principle	of	community	support	and	protection	for	the	vulnerable,	as	seen	in	the	laws	of	gleaning.Indeed,	I	have	ordered	the	young	men	not	to	touch	youThis	phrase	underscores	the	protective	measures	taken	by	Boaz,
the	landowner,	to	ensure	Ruth's	safety.	In	the	ancient	Near	East,	women,	especially	foreigners,	were	vulnerable	to	harassment.	Boaz's	command	reflects	his	integrity	and	respect	for	Ruth,	aligning	with	the	biblical	call	for	justice	and	protection	of	the	marginalized.	This	act	of	kindness	foreshadows	the	protective	nature	of	Christ,	who	safeguards	His
followers.And	when	you	are	thirsty,	go	and	drink	from	the	jars	the	young	men	have	filledProviding	access	to	water	was	a	significant	gesture	of	hospitality	and	care	in	the	arid	climate	of	Israel.	This	invitation	signifies	inclusion	and	acceptance,	as	Ruth	is	allowed	to	share	in	the	resources	of	the	workers.	It	reflects	the	biblical	theme	of	God's	provision
and	the	living	water	offered	by	Christ,	as	seen	in	John	4:10-14,	where	Jesus	offers	the	Samaritan	woman	living	water.	This	act	of	kindness	by	Boaz	prefigures	the	grace	and	generosity	of	Christ.	Ruth	2:10At	this,	she	fell	on	her	face,	bowing	low	to	the	groundThis	act	of	humility	and	reverence	is	significant	in	the	cultural	context	of	the	ancient	Near
East,	where	bowing	was	a	common	gesture	of	respect	and	submission.	Ruth's	actions	demonstrate	her	gratitude	and	acknowledgment	of	Boaz's	authority	and	kindness.	This	mirrors	other	biblical	instances	of	bowing,	such	as	Abraham's	servant	bowing	in	Genesis	24:26,	showing	a	deep	respect	and	recognition	of	divine	providence.and	said	to	him,
“Why	have	I	found	such	favor	in	your	eyesRuth's	question	highlights	her	surprise	and	humility	at	receiving	kindness	from	Boaz.	The	concept	of	"favor"	is	often	associated	with	grace	and	unmerited	kindness,	reflecting	God's	grace	towards	humanity.	This	echoes	the	theme	of	divine	favor	found	in	Genesis	6:8,	where	Noah	found	favor	in	the	eyes	of	the
Lord,	suggesting	a	parallel	between	Ruth's	situation	and	God's	grace.that	you	should	take	notice	of	meBoaz's	attention	to	Ruth	is	significant,	as	it	reflects	God's	care	for	the	marginalized	and	the	outsider.	This	phrase	underscores	the	biblical	theme	of	God's	concern	for	the	vulnerable,	as	seen	in	Deuteronomy	10:18,	where	God	defends	the	cause	of	the
fatherless	and	the	widow.	Boaz's	actions	prefigure	Christ's	ministry,	where	He	often	took	notice	of	and	ministered	to	those	society	overlooked.even	though	I	am	a	foreigner?”Ruth's	identity	as	a	Moabite	is	crucial,	as	Moabites	were	often	viewed	with	suspicion	and	hostility	by	Israelites	due	to	historical	enmity	(Deuteronomy	23:3-6).	Her	inclusion	in	the
community	of	Israel	through	Boaz's	kindness	foreshadows	the	New	Testament	message	of	the	inclusion	of	Gentiles	into	the	people	of	God,	as	seen	in	Ephesians	2:12-13.	Ruth's	story	is	a	testament	to	God's	redemptive	plan	that	transcends	ethnic	and	cultural	boundaries,	pointing	to	the	ultimate	reconciliation	found	in	Christ.	Ruth	2:11Boaz	repliedBoaz,
a	prominent	and	wealthy	landowner	in	Bethlehem,	is	introduced	as	a	man	of	standing	and	integrity.	His	response	to	Ruth	highlights	his	awareness	and	appreciation	of	her	character	and	actions.	This	interaction	sets	the	stage	for	the	unfolding	relationship	between	Boaz	and	Ruth,	which	is	central	to	the	narrative.I	have	been	made	fully	aware	of	all	you
have	done	for	your	mother-in-law	since	the	death	of	your	husbandBoaz	acknowledges	Ruth's	loyalty	and	kindness	to	Naomi,	her	mother-in-law.	This	reflects	the	cultural	importance	of	family	loyalty	and	the	care	for	widows,	which	is	emphasized	in	the	Mosaic	Law	(Deuteronomy	10:18).	Ruth's	actions	demonstrate	the	biblical	principle	of	hesed,	or
loving-kindness,	which	is	a	key	theme	throughout	the	book.how	you	left	your	father	and	mother	and	the	land	of	your	birthRuth's	decision	to	leave	her	family	and	homeland,	Moab,	mirrors	the	call	of	Abraham,	who	left	his	country	and	family	to	follow	God's	promise	(Genesis	12:1).	This	act	of	faith	and	commitment	is	significant,	as	it	shows	Ruth's
willingness	to	embrace	a	new	identity	and	future	with	the	people	of	Israel.and	how	you	came	to	a	people	you	did	not	know	beforeRuth's	journey	to	Bethlehem	represents	a	step	of	faith	into	the	unknown,	much	like	the	journey	of	faith	every	believer	is	called	to	undertake.	Her	integration	into	the	Israelite	community	prefigures	the	inclusion	of	Gentiles
into	the	people	of	God,	as	seen	in	the	New	Testament	(Ephesians	2:11-13).	Ruth's	story	foreshadows	the	redemptive	work	of	Christ,	who	breaks	down	barriers	and	unites	all	people	in	Him.	Ruth	2:12May	the	LORD	repay	your	workThis	phrase	acknowledges	the	principle	of	divine	recompense,	where	God	rewards	the	faithful	actions	of	individuals.	In
the	context	of	Ruth,	her	loyalty	and	dedication	to	Naomi	are	seen	as	acts	worthy	of	divine	blessing.	This	reflects	the	broader	biblical	theme	found	in	passages	like	Proverbs	19:17,	which	speaks	of	God	repaying	those	who	are	kind	to	the	poor.	The	idea	of	God	repaying	work	is	also	echoed	in	the	New	Testament,	such	as	in	Colossians	3:23-24,	where
believers	are	encouraged	to	work	heartily	as	for	the	Lord,	knowing	they	will	receive	an	inheritance	from	Him.and	may	you	receive	a	rich	reward	from	the	LORDThe	concept	of	a	"rich	reward"	emphasizes	the	abundance	of	God's	blessings.	In	the	historical	context,	Ruth,	a	Moabite,	is	being	assured	of	God's	favor	despite	her	foreign	status.	This	reflects
the	inclusive	nature	of	God's	grace,	as	seen	in	other	scriptures	like	Isaiah	56:3-8,	which	speaks	of	God	welcoming	foreigners	who	join	themselves	to	Him.	Theologically,	this	reward	can	be	seen	as	both	material	and	spiritual,	aligning	with	the	biblical	principle	that	God	blesses	those	who	seek	Him	earnestly.the	God	of	IsraelThis	phrase	identifies	the
specific	deity	being	invoked,	distinguishing	the	God	of	Israel	from	the	gods	of	other	nations.	It	underscores	the	covenant	relationship	between	God	and	His	people,	Israel.	Ruth's	story	is	set	during	the	time	of	the	Judges,	a	period	marked	by	Israel's	cyclical	disobedience	and	repentance.	Her	inclusion	in	the	lineage	of	David	and	ultimately	Jesus
(Matthew	1:5)	highlights	God's	sovereign	plan	and	the	extension	of	His	covenant	blessings	to	Gentiles.under	whose	wings	you	have	taken	refugeThis	metaphor	of	taking	refuge	under	God's	wings	is	a	powerful	image	of	protection	and	care,	reminiscent	of	a	bird	sheltering	its	young.	It	is	a	recurring	biblical	motif,	found	in	passages	like	Psalm	91:4,
which	speaks	of	God's	faithfulness	as	a	shield	and	buckler.	In	Ruth's	case,	it	signifies	her	trust	in	the	God	of	Israel,	leaving	behind	her	Moabite	heritage.	This	act	of	faith	is	a	type	of	Christ,	as	Jesus	later	describes	His	desire	to	gather	Jerusalem's	children	as	a	hen	gathers	her	brood	under	her	wings	(Matthew	23:37),	symbolizing	His	protective	and
nurturing	nature.	Ruth	2:13“My	lord,”	she	said,Ruth	addresses	Boaz	with	a	term	of	respect,	acknowledging	his	authority	and	position.	This	reflects	the	cultural	norms	of	ancient	Israel,	where	social	hierarchies	were	respected.	The	use	of	"lord"	is	not	only	a	sign	of	respect	but	also	an	acknowledgment	of	Boaz's	role	as	a	potential	redeemer,	a	concept
that	foreshadows	Christ	as	the	ultimate	Redeemer.“may	I	continue	to	find	favor	in	your	eyes,”Ruth	seeks	ongoing	grace	and	kindness	from	Boaz,	which	is	significant	in	the	context	of	her	being	a	foreigner	and	a	widow.	This	request	for	favor	echoes	the	biblical	theme	of	grace,	where	God's	unmerited	favor	is	extended	to	those	who	seek	Him.	It	also
parallels	the	favor	Mary	found	with	God	in	Luke	1:30.“for	you	have	comforted	and	spoken	kindly	to	your	maidservant,”Boaz's	actions	towards	Ruth	are	characterized	by	compassion	and	kindness,	reflecting	the	biblical	principle	of	loving	one's	neighbor.	This	kindness	is	a	reflection	of	God's	character	and	His	care	for	the	marginalized.	The	term
"maidservant"	indicates	Ruth's	humility	and	her	acceptance	of	a	lowly	position,	similar	to	the	humility	Christ	demonstrated.“though	I	am	not	like	one	of	your	servant	girls.”Ruth	acknowledges	her	status	as	an	outsider,	emphasizing	her	Moabite	heritage.	This	highlights	the	inclusivity	of	God's	plan,	as	Ruth,	a	Gentile,	is	grafted	into	the	lineage	of	David
and	ultimately	Jesus.	Her	inclusion	prefigures	the	breaking	down	of	barriers	between	Jew	and	Gentile	in	the	New	Testament,	as	seen	in	Ephesians	2:14-16.	Ruth	2:14At	mealtime	Boaz	said	to	her,This	phrase	indicates	a	specific	time	during	the	workday,	highlighting	the	generosity	and	kindness	of	Boaz.	Mealtime	was	a	communal	event,	and	inviting
Ruth,	a	Moabite	and	a	gleaner,	to	join	was	an	act	of	inclusion	and	grace.	This	reflects	the	biblical	principle	of	hospitality	and	care	for	the	foreigner	and	the	needy,	as	seen	in	Leviticus	19:9-10.“Come	over	here;Boaz's	invitation	is	personal	and	direct,	showing	his	willingness	to	break	social	norms.	In	ancient	Israel,	social	barriers	often	separated
landowners	from	the	poor	and	foreigners.	Boaz's	actions	prefigure	the	inclusive	nature	of	Christ's	ministry,	where	He	often	reached	out	to	those	marginalized	by	society.have	some	bread	and	dip	it	into	the	vinegar	sauce.”Bread	was	a	staple	food,	symbolizing	sustenance	and	life.	The	vinegar	sauce,	likely	a	sour	wine	or	vinegar	mixture,	was	used	for
flavor.	This	simple	meal	reflects	the	humility	and	provision	of	God,	reminiscent	of	the	Last	Supper	where	Jesus	broke	bread	with	His	disciples,	symbolizing	His	body	given	for	humanity	(Luke	22:19).So	she	sat	down	beside	the	harvesters,Ruth	sitting	with	the	harvesters	signifies	her	acceptance	into	the	community.	This	act	of	sitting	together	symbolizes
unity	and	equality,	breaking	down	social	barriers.	It	echoes	Galatians	3:28,	where	Paul	speaks	of	the	unity	of	believers	in	Christ,	regardless	of	social	or	ethnic	backgrounds.and	he	offered	her	roasted	grain,Roasted	grain	was	a	common	food	during	harvest,	easy	to	prepare	and	nutritious.	Boaz	personally	offering	it	to	Ruth	demonstrates	his	care	and
provision,	akin	to	how	God	provides	for	His	people.	This	act	can	be	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ,	who	offers	Himself	as	the	bread	of	life	(John	6:35).and	she	ate	and	was	satisfiedRuth's	satisfaction	from	the	meal	symbolizes	God's	provision	and	abundance.	It	reflects	the	biblical	theme	of	God	satisfying	the	needs	of	His	people,	as	seen	in	Psalm	107:9.	This
satisfaction	also	points	to	the	spiritual	fulfillment	found	in	Christ.and	had	some	left	over.The	abundance	of	food,	with	leftovers,	signifies	God's	overflowing	provision.	This	mirrors	the	miracle	of	the	feeding	of	the	5,000,	where	Jesus	provided	more	than	enough	for	the	crowd,	with	baskets	of	leftovers	(John	6:12-13).	It	underscores	the	theme	of	divine
generosity	and	care.	Ruth	2:15When	Ruth	got	up	to	gleanRuth's	action	of	gleaning	reflects	the	Mosaic	Law's	provision	for	the	poor	and	foreigners,	as	seen	in	Leviticus	19:9-10	and	Deuteronomy	24:19-22.	This	law	allowed	the	needy	to	gather	leftover	crops,	demonstrating	God's	care	for	the	marginalized.	Ruth,	a	Moabite,	exemplifies	humility	and
diligence,	qualities	that	are	honored	throughout	Scripture.	Her	willingness	to	work	hard	for	her	sustenance	is	a	testament	to	her	character	and	faithfulness.Boaz	ordered	his	young	menBoaz,	a	man	of	standing	in	Bethlehem,	exercises	his	authority	with	compassion	and	integrity.	His	instructions	to	his	workers	reveal	his	protective	nature	and
adherence	to	the	law,	which	commands	kindness	to	strangers	and	the	poor.	Boaz's	actions	foreshadow	the	protective	and	redemptive	nature	of	Christ,	who	cares	for	and	defends	His	people.	This	moment	also	highlights	the	social	structure	of	ancient	Israel,	where	landowners	had	significant	influence	over	their	workers.“Even	if	she	gathers	among	the
sheavesAllowing	Ruth	to	gather	among	the	sheaves	goes	beyond	the	typical	gleaning	rights,	showing	Boaz's	generosity	and	grace.	This	act	of	kindness	is	a	precursor	to	the	redemption	theme	that	runs	throughout	the	book.	It	also	reflects	the	abundant	provision	of	God,	who	often	gives	more	than	we	ask	or	imagine,	as	seen	in	Ephesians	3:20.	Boaz's
actions	can	be	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ,	who	provides	abundantly	for	His	followers.do	not	insult	her.Boaz's	command	to	his	workers	to	treat	Ruth	with	respect	underscores	the	biblical	principle	of	treating	others	with	dignity,	regardless	of	their	social	status	or	background.	This	aligns	with	the	teachings	of	Jesus,	who	emphasized	love	and	respect	for	all
people.	The	cultural	context	of	the	time	often	left	women	and	foreigners	vulnerable	to	mistreatment,	making	Boaz's	directive	a	significant	act	of	protection	and	honor.	This	mirrors	the	New	Testament	call	to	love	one's	neighbor	as	oneself,	as	found	in	Matthew	22:39.	Ruth	2:16Rather,	pull	out	for	her	some	stalks	from	the	bundlesThis	phrase	highlights
Boaz's	generosity	and	kindness	towards	Ruth,	a	Moabite	widow.	In	the	context	of	ancient	Israel,	gleaning	was	a	provision	in	the	Mosaic	Law	(Leviticus	19:9-10;	Deuteronomy	24:19)	that	allowed	the	poor	and	foreigners	to	gather	leftover	crops	from	the	fields.	Boaz	goes	beyond	the	law's	requirements	by	instructing	his	workers	to	intentionally	pull	out
stalks	for	Ruth,	demonstrating	a	spirit	of	compassion	and	grace.	This	act	foreshadows	the	abundant	grace	found	in	Jesus	Christ,	who	provides	for	our	needs	beyond	what	we	deserve.and	leave	them	for	her	to	gatherBoaz's	instructions	ensure	that	Ruth	can	gather	with	dignity	and	without	fear	of	being	shamed	or	harassed.	This	reflects	the	biblical
principle	of	caring	for	the	vulnerable	and	marginalized,	as	seen	throughout	Scripture	(Psalm	82:3-4;	James	1:27).	The	act	of	leaving	stalks	for	Ruth	also	symbolizes	God's	provision	and	care	for	His	people,	as	He	orchestrates	circumstances	to	meet	their	needs.	This	mirrors	the	way	God	provides	for	us	through	His	providence	and	the	community	of
believers.Do	not	rebuke	her.”Boaz's	command	to	his	workers	not	to	rebuke	Ruth	underscores	the	importance	of	treating	others	with	respect	and	kindness,	regardless	of	their	social	status	or	background.	In	a	time	when	Moabites	were	often	viewed	with	suspicion	and	prejudice	(Deuteronomy	23:3-6),	Boaz's	acceptance	of	Ruth	is	a	powerful	testament
to	the	inclusive	nature	of	God's	love.	This	anticipates	the	New	Testament	message	of	unity	and	acceptance	in	Christ,	where	there	is	neither	Jew	nor	Gentile	(Galatians	3:28).	Boaz's	actions	serve	as	a	type	of	Christ,	who	welcomes	all	who	come	to	Him	in	faith.	Ruth	2:17So	Ruth	gathered	grain	in	the	field	until	evening.Ruth's	dedication	and	work	ethic
are	highlighted	here,	as	she	labors	from	morning	until	evening.	This	reflects	the	cultural	practice	of	gleaning,	where	the	poor	and	foreigners	were	allowed	to	gather	leftover	crops	from	the	fields	(Leviticus	19:9-10).	Ruth's	actions	demonstrate	her	commitment	to	providing	for	herself	and	Naomi,	her	mother-in-law.	The	setting	is	in	Bethlehem	during
the	barley	harvest,	a	time	of	hope	and	provision	after	famine.	This	act	of	gleaning	also	foreshadows	the	provision	and	protection	she	will	receive	from	Boaz,	a	type	of	Christ,	who	later	becomes	her	kinsman-redeemer.And	when	she	beat	out	what	she	had	gleaned,The	process	of	beating	out	the	grain	involved	separating	the	edible	part	of	the	grain	from
the	chaff,	a	task	that	required	effort	and	skill.	This	reflects	the	agrarian	lifestyle	of	ancient	Israel,	where	such	tasks	were	common.	The	act	of	threshing	is	often	used	metaphorically	in	Scripture	to	describe	judgment	and	purification	(Isaiah	41:15-16).	Ruth's	diligence	in	this	task	underscores	her	resourcefulness	and	determination,	qualities	that	are
rewarded	later	in	the	narrative.it	was	about	an	ephah	of	barley.An	ephah	is	a	unit	of	measure	roughly	equivalent	to	22	liters	or	about	half	a	bushel.	This	substantial	amount	indicates	the	abundance	of	Boaz's	field	and	his	generosity,	as	gleaners	typically	gathered	much	less.	The	provision	of	an	ephah	of	barley	not	only	meets	Ruth	and	Naomi's
immediate	needs	but	also	symbolizes	God's	providence	and	blessing.	This	abundance	can	be	seen	as	a	precursor	to	the	greater	blessings	that	come	through	Ruth's	eventual	marriage	to	Boaz,	leading	to	the	lineage	of	King	David	and	ultimately	Jesus	Christ,	fulfilling	God's	redemptive	plan.	Ruth	2:18She	picked	up	the	grain	and	went	into	the	townRuth's
action	of	picking	up	the	grain	signifies	her	diligence	and	humility.	In	the	context	of	ancient	Israel,	gleaning	was	a	provision	for	the	poor,	widows,	and	foreigners	(Leviticus	19:9-10).	Ruth,	a	Moabite	and	widow,	fits	this	description,	highlighting	her	vulnerability	and	dependence	on	God's	provision.	The	town	referred	to	is	Bethlehem,	a	significant
location	in	biblical	history	as	the	future	birthplace	of	Jesus	Christ	(Micah	5:2).	Ruth's	journey	into	the	town	symbolizes	her	integration	into	the	community	of	Israel,	foreshadowing	her	role	in	the	lineage	of	David	and	ultimately,	Christ.where	her	mother-in-law	saw	what	she	had	gleanedNaomi's	observation	of	Ruth's	gleaning	underscores	the	theme	of
provision	and	God's	faithfulness.	Naomi,	who	returned	to	Bethlehem	in	a	state	of	bitterness	and	loss	(Ruth	1:20-21),	begins	to	witness	the	tangible	evidence	of	God's	care	through	Ruth's	efforts.	This	moment	marks	a	turning	point	in	Naomi's	life,	as	she	starts	to	see	hope	and	restoration.	The	act	of	gleaning	not	only	provides	physical	sustenance	but
also	serves	as	a	metaphor	for	God's	grace	and	redemption.And	she	brought	out	what	she	had	saved	from	her	meal	and	gave	it	to	NaomiRuth's	generosity	in	sharing	her	meal	with	Naomi	reflects	her	selflessness	and	loyalty.	This	act	of	kindness	is	a	testament	to	her	character	and	the	deep	bond	between	her	and	Naomi.	In	the	cultural	context,	sharing
food	was	a	sign	of	hospitality	and	care,	reinforcing	the	familial	relationship	between	them.	This	gesture	also	prefigures	the	sacrificial	love	of	Christ,	who	provides	for	our	needs	and	invites	us	to	partake	in	His	abundance.	Ruth's	actions	exemplify	the	biblical	principle	of	loving	one's	neighbor	and	caring	for	family,	as	seen	in	passages	like	1	Timothy	5:8.
Ruth	2:19Then	her	mother-in-law	asked	her,Naomi,	Ruth's	mother-in-law,	plays	a	significant	role	in	the	narrative.	Her	inquiry	reflects	her	concern	and	care	for	Ruth,	who	has	shown	loyalty	by	staying	with	Naomi	after	the	death	of	her	husband	and	sons.	Naomi's	question	also	indicates	the	importance	of	gleaning	for	their	survival,	as	they	were	widows
without	a	male	provider.“Where	did	you	glean	today,	and	where	did	you	work?Gleaning	was	a	practice	commanded	in	Leviticus	19:9-10	and	Deuteronomy	24:19,	allowing	the	poor	and	foreigners	to	gather	leftover	crops	from	the	fields.	This	reflects	God's	provision	for	the	marginalized.	Ruth's	gleaning	in	the	fields	of	Bethlehem,	a	town	in	Judah,	places
her	in	the	lineage	of	David	and	ultimately	Jesus	Christ,	as	Bethlehem	is	also	the	prophesied	birthplace	of	the	Messiah	(Micah	5:2).Blessed	be	the	man	who	noticed	you.”Naomi's	blessing	upon	the	man	who	showed	kindness	to	Ruth	highlights	the	cultural	importance	of	hospitality	and	generosity.	In	the	context	of	the	narrative,	Boaz's	favor	towards	Ruth
is	seen	as	providential,	aligning	with	God's	overarching	plan.	This	blessing	foreshadows	the	role	Boaz	will	play	as	a	kinsman-redeemer,	a	type	of	Christ	who	redeems	and	restores.So	she	told	her	mother-in-law	where	she	had	worked.Ruth's	report	to	Naomi	signifies	transparency	and	trust	in	their	relationship.	It	also	sets	the	stage	for	Naomi	to
recognize	the	providential	hand	of	God	in	leading	Ruth	to	Boaz's	field,	which	will	become	a	pivotal	moment	in	their	story	of	redemption.“The	name	of	the	man	I	worked	with	today	is	Boaz,”	she	said.The	introduction	of	Boaz	is	crucial,	as	he	is	a	relative	of	Naomi's	deceased	husband,	Elimelech.	This	connection	introduces	the	concept	of	the	kinsman-
redeemer,	as	outlined	in	Leviticus	25:25-55	and	Deuteronomy	25:5-10.	Boaz's	role	as	a	redeemer	prefigures	Christ,	who	redeems	humanity.	Boaz's	name,	meaning	"strength,"	further	emphasizes	his	role	as	a	protector	and	provider,	mirroring	the	strength	and	salvation	found	in	Jesus.	Ruth	2:20Then	Naomi	said	to	her	daughter-in-law,Naomi,	a	central
figure	in	the	Book	of	Ruth,	is	speaking	to	Ruth,	her	Moabite	daughter-in-law.	This	relationship	is	significant	as	it	highlights	the	loyalty	and	devotion	Ruth	has	shown	to	Naomi,	choosing	to	stay	with	her	even	after	the	death	of	her	husband.	Naomi's	role	as	a	mother-in-law	is	pivotal	in	guiding	Ruth	through	the	customs	and	laws	of	Israel.“May	he	be
blessed	by	the	LORD,Naomi	invokes	a	blessing	upon	Boaz,	recognizing	the	LORD's	providence	in	their	lives.	The	use	of	"LORD"	refers	to	Yahweh,	the	covenant	name	of	God,	emphasizing	the	personal	relationship	and	faithfulness	of	God	to	His	people.	This	blessing	reflects	the	Hebrew	tradition	of	acknowledging	God's	hand	in	acts	of	kindness	and
provision.who	has	not	withdrawn	His	kindness	from	the	living	or	the	dead.”This	phrase	acknowledges	God's	ongoing	faithfulness	and	covenant	loyalty	(hesed)	to	both	the	living	(Naomi	and	Ruth)	and	the	dead	(Elimelech	and	his	sons).	It	underscores	the	belief	that	God's	kindness	extends	beyond	death,	maintaining	His	promises	to	the	family	line.	This
reflects	the	cultural	importance	of	family	legacy	and	the	continuation	of	one's	name	in	Israelite	society.Naomi	continued,	“The	man	is	a	close	relative.Naomi	identifies	Boaz	as	a	close	relative,	which	is	significant	in	the	context	of	Israelite	family	law.	The	Hebrew	term	"goel"	(kinsman-redeemer)	implies	a	responsibility	to	protect	the	interests	of	needy
family	members.	This	relationship	sets	the	stage	for	Boaz's	potential	role	in	redeeming	Naomi	and	Ruth	from	their	destitution.He	is	one	of	our	kinsman-redeemers.”The	concept	of	a	kinsman-redeemer	is	rooted	in	Levitical	law	(Leviticus	25:25-55),	where	a	close	relative	has	the	duty	to	redeem	a	family	member	in	distress,	whether	by	buying	back	land,
marrying	a	widow,	or	avenging	blood.	Boaz	as	a	kinsman-redeemer	is	a	type	of	Christ,	foreshadowing	Jesus'	redemptive	work	for	humanity.	This	role	highlights	themes	of	redemption,	restoration,	and	God's	provision	through	family	structures.	Ruth	2:21Then	Ruth	the	Moabitess	saidRuth's	identity	as	a	Moabitess	is	significant,	highlighting	her	foreign
status	in	Israel.	Moabites	were	often	viewed	with	suspicion	due	to	their	historical	enmity	with	Israel	(Deuteronomy	23:3-6).	Her	inclusion	in	the	narrative	underscores	the	theme	of	God's	grace	extending	beyond	Israel.	Ruth's	loyalty	and	faithfulness	to	Naomi	and	the	God	of	Israel	set	her	apart,	prefiguring	the	inclusion	of	Gentiles	in	God's	redemptive
plan	(Romans	11:17-24).He	also	told	meThis	phrase	indicates	direct	communication	and	favor	from	Boaz,	a	man	of	standing	in	Bethlehem.	Boaz's	actions	reflect	the	character	of	a	kinsman-redeemer,	a	concept	rooted	in	Levitical	law	(Leviticus	25:25).	His	kindness	foreshadows	the	redemptive	work	of	Christ,	who	communicates	God's	grace	to	all
people.‘Stay	with	my	young	menBoaz's	instruction	for	Ruth	to	stay	with	his	young	men	is	a	protective	measure,	ensuring	her	safety	and	provision.	In	the	ancient	Near	Eastern	context,	gleaning	could	be	dangerous	for	a	woman	alone.	This	protection	mirrors	God's	provision	and	care	for	His	people,	as	seen	in	Psalm	91:1-2.until	they	have	finished
gathering	all	my	harvest.’The	harvest	season	in	Israel,	particularly	the	barley	and	wheat	harvests,	was	a	time	of	community	and	celebration.	Ruth's	continued	presence	in	the	fields	signifies	ongoing	provision	and	blessing.	This	period	of	gathering	can	be	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	the	spiritual	harvest,	where	God	gathers	His	people	(Matthew	9:37-38).
Boaz's	generosity	and	Ruth's	diligence	during	the	harvest	foreshadow	the	ultimate	gathering	of	believers	through	Christ's	redemptive	work.	Ruth	2:22And	Naomi	said	to	her	daughter-in-law	Ruth,Naomi,	a	widow	who	returned	to	Bethlehem	from	Moab,	speaks	to	Ruth,	her	Moabite	daughter-in-law.	This	relationship	is	significant	as	it	highlights	the
loyalty	and	devotion	Ruth	has	for	Naomi,	choosing	to	stay	with	her	despite	the	cultural	and	ethnic	differences.	Naomi's	guidance	reflects	her	protective	and	maternal	role,	emphasizing	the	familial	bond	that	transcends	bloodlines,	a	theme	that	resonates	throughout	the	book	of	Ruth.“My	daughter,Naomi's	use	of	"my	daughter"	signifies	a	deep	affection
and	acceptance	of	Ruth	into	her	family.	This	term	of	endearment	underscores	the	close	relationship	they	share,	despite	Ruth	being	a	foreigner.	It	also	reflects	the	biblical	theme	of	adoption	and	inclusion,	which	is	seen	in	the	New	Testament	where	believers	are	adopted	into	the	family	of	God	(Ephesians	1:5).it	is	good	for	you	to	work	with	his	young
women,Naomi	advises	Ruth	to	stay	with	Boaz's	young	women,	indicating	the	importance	of	community	and	protection	within	the	social	structure	of	ancient	Israel.	Working	with	Boaz's	female	servants	ensures	Ruth's	safety	and	provides	her	with	a	sense	of	belonging.	This	advice	also	foreshadows	the	providential	care	that	God	extends	to	Ruth,	as	Boaz
is	a	kinsman-redeemer,	a	concept	that	prefigures	Christ's	redemptive	work.so	that	nothing	will	happen	to	you	in	another	field.”Naomi's	concern	for	Ruth's	safety	highlights	the	potential	dangers	faced	by	women	gleaning	alone	in	the	fields	during	the	time	of	the	Judges,	a	period	marked	by	social	instability	and	moral	decline	(Judges	21:25).	By	staying
in	Boaz's	field,	Ruth	is	protected	from	harm,	illustrating	God's	provision	and	care.	This	protection	is	a	type	of	Christ's	safeguarding	of	His	people,	ensuring	their	spiritual	and	physical	well-being.	Ruth	2:23So	Ruth	stayed	close	to	the	servant	girls	of	BoazRuth's	decision	to	stay	close	to	the	servant	girls	of	Boaz	highlights	her	humility	and	willingness	to
work	hard.	In	the	ancient	Near	Eastern	context,	gleaning	was	a	provision	for	the	poor,	widows,	and	foreigners,	as	outlined	in	Leviticus	19:9-10	and	Deuteronomy	24:19-22.	Ruth's	actions	demonstrate	her	obedience	to	God's	law	and	her	integration	into	the	community	of	Israel.	Boaz's	field	represents	a	place	of	safety	and	provision,	foreshadowing	the
protection	and	provision	found	in	Christ.to	glean	grainGleaning	was	a	practice	that	allowed	the	less	fortunate	to	gather	leftover	crops	after	the	harvesters	had	passed	through.	This	reflects	God's	care	for	the	marginalized	and	His	command	for	His	people	to	show	compassion.	Ruth's	gleaning	is	symbolic	of	God's	grace,	as	she	finds	favor	in	Boaz's	eyes,
much	like	believers	find	grace	through	faith	in	Christ.until	the	barley	and	wheat	harvests	were	finishedThe	barley	harvest	typically	began	in	April,	followed	by	the	wheat	harvest	in	May	and	June.	This	timeframe	indicates	Ruth's	diligence	and	perseverance	over	several	months.	The	completion	of	these	harvests	signifies	a	period	of	provision	and
sustenance,	paralleling	the	spiritual	nourishment	and	fulfillment	found	in	a	relationship	with	God.And	she	lived	with	her	mother-in-lawRuth's	continued	residence	with	Naomi	underscores	her	loyalty	and	commitment	to	her	family.	This	relationship	is	a	testament	to	the	covenantal	love	and	faithfulness	that	mirrors	God's	relationship	with	His	people.
Naomi's	presence	in	Ruth's	life	also	serves	as	a	guiding	influence,	much	like	the	role	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	guiding	believers.Page	26Berean	Study	BibleRuth’s	Redemption	AssuredRuth	3:1One	day	Ruth’s	mother-in-law	Naomi	said	to	herNaomi,	a	central	figure	in	the	Book	of	Ruth,	is	Ruth's	mother-in-law.	This	relationship	is	significant	as	it	highlights
the	familial	bonds	and	loyalty	that	transcend	cultural	and	national	boundaries.	Naomi,	originally	from	Bethlehem,	had	moved	to	Moab	due	to	famine	and	returned	after	the	death	of	her	husband	and	sons.	Her	dialogue	with	Ruth	shows	her	concern	and	care,	reflecting	the	deep	bond	they	share.	This	moment	is	pivotal	as	it	sets	the	stage	for	the
unfolding	of	God's	providential	plan.My	daughterThe	term	"my	daughter"	is	a	term	of	endearment	and	indicates	the	close	relationship	between	Naomi	and	Ruth.	It	reflects	the	familial	love	and	acceptance	Naomi	has	for	Ruth,	despite	Ruth	being	a	Moabite.	This	phrase	also	underscores	the	theme	of	inclusion	and	acceptance	found	throughout	the	book,
as	Ruth,	a	foreigner,	is	embraced	into	the	Israelite	community.Should	I	not	seek	a	resting	place	for	youThe	concept	of	a	"resting	place"	refers	to	security	and	stability,	often	associated	with	marriage	in	the	ancient	Near	Eastern	context.	Naomi's	question	implies	her	responsibility	and	desire	to	ensure	Ruth's	future	well-being.	This	reflects	the	cultural
norms	of	the	time,	where	family	members	sought	to	provide	for	the	widows	among	them.	The	idea	of	rest	is	also	a	recurring	biblical	theme,	symbolizing	peace	and	fulfillment,	which	can	be	seen	in	the	ultimate	rest	found	in	Christ	(Matthew	11:28-30).That	it	may	be	well	with	youNaomi's	concern	is	for	Ruth's	welfare	and	prosperity.	This	phrase
indicates	her	desire	for	Ruth	to	have	a	secure	and	prosperous	future,	which	in	the	cultural	context	of	the	time,	would	typically	be	achieved	through	marriage.	The	well-being	of	individuals	is	a	recurring	theme	in	Scripture,	often	linked	to	obedience	to	God's	commandments	and	His	blessings	(Deuteronomy	5:33).	Naomi's	actions	are	a	demonstration	of
selfless	love	and	care,	pointing	to	the	greater	love	and	provision	found	in	God's	covenant	relationship	with	His	people.	Ruth	3:2Now	is	not	Boaz,	with	whose	servant	girls	you	have	been	working,	a	relative	of	ours?Boaz	is	introduced	as	a	significant	figure	in	the	narrative,	a	man	of	wealth	and	standing	in	Bethlehem.	The	mention	of	Boaz	as	a	"relative"	is
crucial,	as	it	sets	the	stage	for	the	concept	of	the	kinsman-redeemer,	a	key	theme	in	the	Book	of	Ruth.	According	to	Levitical	law	(Leviticus	25:25),	a	kinsman-redeemer	had	the	responsibility	to	redeem	a	relative	in	serious	difficulty,	which	could	include	marrying	a	widow	to	preserve	the	family	line	(Deuteronomy	25:5-10).	Ruth's	connection	to	Boaz
through	Naomi	highlights	the	providential	care	of	God	in	providing	for	Ruth	and	Naomi's	future.	The	reference	to	Ruth	working	with	Boaz's	servant	girls	underscores	her	diligence	and	the	favor	she	has	found	in	Boaz's	eyes,	which	is	a	testament	to	her	character	and	God's	provision.In	fact,	tonight	he	is	winnowing	barley	on	the	threshing	floor.The
threshing	floor	was	a	significant	location	in	ancient	agricultural	society,	often	situated	on	elevated	ground	to	take	advantage	of	the	wind	for	separating	grain	from	chaff.	The	process	of	winnowing	involved	tossing	the	harvested	grain	into	the	air	so	that	the	wind	would	blow	away	the	lighter	chaff,	leaving	the	heavier	grain	to	fall	back	to	the	ground.
This	activity	typically	took	place	in	the	evening	when	the	breezes	were	more	predictable.	The	mention	of	Boaz	winnowing	barley	indicates	the	time	of	the	barley	harvest,	which	is	in	the	spring,	around	the	time	of	the	Feast	of	Weeks	(Pentecost).	This	setting	not	only	provides	a	backdrop	for	the	unfolding	events	but	also	symbolizes	a	time	of	provision
and	blessing.	The	threshing	floor	is	also	a	place	of	transformation	and	revelation,	as	seen	in	other	biblical	narratives	(e.g.,	2	Samuel	24:18-25),	and	it	foreshadows	the	pivotal	encounter	between	Ruth	and	Boaz	that	will	lead	to	their	eventual	marriage.	Ruth	3:3Therefore	wash	yourselfIn	the	ancient	Near	East,	washing	was	a	significant	act	of
purification	and	preparation.	It	symbolized	a	transition	from	one	state	to	another,	often	from	mourning	to	joy	or	from	impurity	to	purity.	In	the	context	of	Ruth,	washing	herself	signifies	her	readiness	to	move	from	widowhood	to	a	new	phase	of	life.	This	act	can	be	seen	as	a	parallel	to	the	spiritual	cleansing	that	believers	undergo,	as	seen	in	passages
like	Isaiah	1:16	and	Ephesians	5:26.Put	on	perfumePerfume	in	biblical	times	was	often	made	from	oils	and	spices,	used	to	anoint	and	refresh.	The	use	of	perfume	by	Ruth	indicates	her	intention	to	present	herself	favorably	to	Boaz,	aligning	with	cultural	practices	of	enhancing	one's	presence.	This	act	can	be	seen	as	a	preparation	for	a	significant
encounter,	much	like	Esther's	preparation	before	meeting	King	Xerxes	(Esther	2:12).And	wear	your	best	clothesThe	instruction	to	wear	her	best	clothes	suggests	a	change	from	mourning	attire	to	garments	suitable	for	a	festive	or	significant	occasion.	This	change	of	clothing	symbolizes	a	new	beginning	and	hope	for	redemption.	In	biblical	typology,
clothing	often	represents	righteousness	or	a	new	identity,	as	seen	in	Isaiah	61:10	and	Revelation	19:8.Go	down	to	the	threshing	floorThe	threshing	floor	was	a	place	where	grain	was	separated	from	chaff,	often	located	outside	the	city.	It	was	a	place	of	labor	and	celebration	during	the	harvest.	Ruth's	journey	to	the	threshing	floor	signifies	her
willingness	to	step	into	a	new	role	and	seek	provision	and	protection.	The	threshing	floor	is	also	a	place	of	divine	encounters,	as	seen	in	2	Samuel	24:18-25.But	do	not	let	the	man	know	you	are	thereThis	instruction	highlights	the	cultural	norms	of	discretion	and	propriety.	Ruth's	approach	to	Boaz	needed	to	be	respectful	and	in	line	with	the	customs	of
the	time.	It	reflects	the	wisdom	of	timing	and	the	importance	of	approaching	situations	with	humility	and	patience,	as	seen	in	Ecclesiastes	3:1.Until	he	has	finished	eating	and	drinkingWaiting	until	Boaz	had	finished	eating	and	drinking	ensured	that	he	was	in	a	good	mood	and	more	receptive	to	Ruth's	request.	This	reflects	the	cultural	understanding
of	hospitality	and	the	significance	of	timing	in	making	requests.	It	also	underscores	the	importance	of	wisdom	and	discernment	in	interactions,	as	advised	in	Proverbs	15:23.	Ruth	3:4When	he	lies	downIn	the	context	of	the	harvest	season,	Boaz	would	lie	down	at	the	threshing	floor	to	protect	the	grain.	This	was	a	common	practice	in	ancient	Israel,
reflecting	the	agrarian	lifestyle	and	the	need	for	security.	The	act	of	lying	down	signifies	rest	after	a	day	of	labor,	and	it	sets	the	stage	for	Ruth's	approach.	The	threshing	floor	is	a	significant	location,	often	associated	with	judgment	and	separation	in	Scripture,	as	seen	in	Matthew	3:12.Note	the	place	where	he	liesRuth	is	instructed	to	observe	carefully
where	Boaz	lies	down,	ensuring	she	approaches	the	right	person.	This	highlights	the	importance	of	discernment	and	precision	in	following	God's	plan.	The	act	of	noting	the	place	also	underscores	the	personal	nature	of	Ruth's	mission,	as	she	is	to	approach	Boaz	discreetly	and	respectfully.Then	go	in	and	uncover	his	feetUncovering	Boaz's	feet	is	a
symbolic	act	of	humility	and	submission.	In	the	cultural	context,	this	gesture	can	be	seen	as	a	request	for	protection	and	provision,	akin	to	a	marriage	proposal.	The	act	of	uncovering	feet	is	also	reminiscent	of	other	biblical	instances	where	feet	are	significant,	such	as	Jesus	washing	the	disciples'	feet	in	John	13:5,	symbolizing	servanthood	and
humility.And	lie	downRuth	lying	down	at	Boaz's	feet	is	an	act	of	trust	and	vulnerability.	It	signifies	her	willingness	to	submit	to	Boaz's	authority	and	protection.	This	action	is	not	suggestive	of	impropriety	but	rather	a	culturally	understood	gesture	of	seeking	refuge	and	redemption.	It	parallels	the	believer's	submission	to	Christ,	seeking	His	covering
and	grace.And	he	will	explain	to	you	what	you	should	doThis	phrase	indicates	Boaz's	role	as	a	kinsman-redeemer,	a	concept	rooted	in	Levitical	law	(Leviticus	25:25).	Boaz's	response	will	determine	the	course	of	Ruth's	future,	reflecting	God's	providential	guidance.	The	expectation	that	Boaz	will	explain	what	to	do	underscores	the	theme	of	divine
direction	and	wisdom,	as	seen	in	Proverbs	3:5-6,	where	trust	in	the	Lord	leads	to	guidance	and	understanding.	Ruth	3:5I	will	do	everything	you	sayThis	phrase	reflects	Ruth's	obedience	and	trust	in	Naomi,	her	mother-in-law.	In	the	cultural	context	of	ancient	Israel,	family	loyalty	and	respect	for	elders	were	highly	valued.	Ruth's	commitment	to	follow
Naomi's	instructions	demonstrates	her	dedication	and	willingness	to	embrace	the	customs	and	traditions	of	Naomi's	people.	This	act	of	submission	is	significant,	as	it	sets	the	stage	for	the	unfolding	of	God's	providential	plan	in	Ruth's	life.	Her	obedience	can	be	seen	as	a	type	of	Christ's	submission	to	the	Father's	will,	as	seen	in	Philippians	2:8,	where
Jesus	humbles	Himself	and	becomes	obedient	to	death	on	the	cross.Ruth	answeredRuth's	response	is	immediate	and	affirmative,	indicating	her	readiness	to	act.	This	reflects	her	character	as	a	woman	of	integrity	and	faithfulness.	Her	answer	also	highlights	the	theme	of	redemption	that	runs	throughout	the	Book	of	Ruth.	By	agreeing	to	Naomi's	plan,
Ruth	is	taking	a	step	towards	securing	her	and	Naomi's	future,	which	ultimately	leads	to	her	becoming	part	of	the	lineage	of	David	and,	by	extension,	Jesus	Christ.	This	connection	to	the	genealogy	of	Christ	is	significant,	as	it	shows	God's	inclusive	plan	of	salvation	that	extends	beyond	the	boundaries	of	Israel,	as	Ruth	was	a	Moabite.	Ruth	3:6So	she
went	down	to	the	threshing	floorThe	threshing	floor	was	a	significant	location	in	ancient	Israelite	society,	often	situated	outside	the	city	on	elevated	ground	to	catch	the	wind	for	winnowing.	It	was	a	place	of	agricultural	activity	where	grain	was	separated	from	chaff,	symbolizing	separation	and	purification.	In	biblical	narratives,	the	threshing	floor	can
also	represent	a	place	of	decision	and	divine	encounter,	as	seen	in	the	story	of	Gideon	(Judges	6:37)	and	David	(2	Samuel	24:18-25).	Ruth's	journey	to	the	threshing	floor	signifies	a	pivotal	moment	in	her	life,	where	her	future	and	the	future	of	Naomi's	family	line	are	at	stake.and	did	everything	her	mother-in-law	had	instructed	her	to	doNaomi's
instructions	to	Ruth	were	culturally	significant,	reflecting	the	customs	of	levirate	marriage	and	the	role	of	a	kinsman-redeemer.	By	following	Naomi's	guidance,	Ruth	demonstrates	obedience	and	loyalty,	qualities	highly	valued	in	biblical	narratives.	This	act	of	obedience	also	prefigures	the	obedience	of	Christ,	who	followed	the	will	of	His	Father	(John
6:38).	Ruth's	actions	align	with	the	cultural	practices	of	the	time,	where	a	widow	could	seek	protection	and	provision	through	a	kinsman-redeemer,	as	outlined	in	Deuteronomy	25:5-10.	This	moment	foreshadows	the	redemption	that	Boaz,	as	a	type	of	Christ,	will	provide	for	Ruth	and	Naomi,	ultimately	leading	to	the	lineage	of	David	and	the	Messiah
(Matthew	1:5-6).	Ruth	3:7After	Boaz	had	finished	eating	and	drinking	and	was	in	good	spiritsThis	phrase	indicates	a	time	of	celebration	and	contentment,	likely	following	the	successful	harvest.	In	ancient	Israel,	the	harvest	was	a	time	of	joy	and	thanksgiving	to	God	for	His	provision.	The	mention	of	Boaz	being	in	"good	spirits"	suggests	a	relaxed	and
positive	mood,	which	sets	the	stage	for	the	events	that	follow.	This	context	is	important	as	it	shows	Boaz's	readiness	to	receive	Ruth's	request	with	kindness.	The	cultural	practice	of	sharing	meals	and	drinks	after	a	hard	day's	work	was	common,	fostering	community	and	gratitude.he	went	to	lie	down	at	the	end	of	the	heap	of	grainBoaz	lying	down	at
the	end	of	the	heap	of	grain	indicates	his	role	as	the	owner	and	protector	of	the	harvest.	It	was	customary	for	landowners	to	sleep	near	their	grain	to	guard	against	theft.	This	setting	also	highlights	the	abundance	of	the	harvest,	a	sign	of	God's	blessing.	The	location	at	the	threshing	floor	is	significant,	as	it	was	a	place	of	separation	and	preparation,
symbolizing	the	potential	for	new	beginnings	and	transformation.Then	Ruth	went	in	secretlyRuth's	secretive	approach	underscores	the	delicacy	and	risk	of	her	actions.	In	the	cultural	context,	a	woman	approaching	a	man	at	night	could	be	misinterpreted,	yet	Ruth's	intentions	are	pure	and	guided	by	Naomi's	instructions.	Her	discreet	manner	reflects
her	humility	and	respect	for	Boaz,	as	well	as	her	understanding	of	the	social	norms	of	the	time.	This	act	of	courage	and	faith	is	pivotal	in	the	unfolding	of	God's	plan	for	her	and	Boaz.uncovered	his	feet,	and	lay	downUncovering	Boaz's	feet	was	a	symbolic	gesture	of	submission	and	a	request	for	protection.	In	the	cultural	and	historical	context,	this	act
was	a	non-verbal	proposal	for	marriage,	invoking	the	role	of	the	kinsman-redeemer.	By	lying	down	at	his	feet,	Ruth	was	expressing	her	willingness	to	be	under	Boaz's	care	and	protection,	aligning	with	the	Levirate	marriage	customs	found	in	Deuteronomy	25:5-10.	This	act	foreshadows	the	redemptive	work	of	Christ,	who	covers	and	redeems	those
who	come	to	Him	in	faith.	Ruth	3:8At	midnightIn	ancient	times,	the	night	was	divided	into	watches,	and	midnight	marked	the	middle	of	the	night.	This	time	is	often	associated	with	significant	events	in	the	Bible,	such	as	the	deliverance	of	the	Israelites	from	Egypt	(Exodus	12:29).	The	timing	here	underscores	the	unexpected	nature	of	the	encounter
and	the	divine	orchestration	behind	the	events.Boaz	was	startledBoaz's	reaction	indicates	surprise,	suggesting	that	he	was	not	expecting	anyone	to	be	at	the	threshing	floor.	The	threshing	floor	was	a	place	of	work	and	not	typically	a	place	for	visitors	at	night.	His	surprise	also	highlights	the	unusual	nature	of	Ruth's	actions,	which	were	bold	and
culturally	significant.turned	overThis	phrase	suggests	a	physical	movement	that	indicates	Boaz's	alertness	and	readiness	to	address	the	situation.	It	reflects	his	character	as	a	man	of	action	and	responsibility,	traits	that	are	consistent	with	his	role	as	a	kinsman-redeemer,	a	concept	rooted	in	Levitical	law	(Leviticus	25:25).and	there	lying	at	his
feetRuth's	position	at	Boaz's	feet	is	symbolic	of	humility	and	submission.	In	the	cultural	context,	this	act	was	a	non-verbal	request	for	protection	and	redemption,	aligning	with	the	practice	of	a	widow	seeking	a	kinsman-redeemer.	This	act	foreshadows	the	redemptive	work	of	Christ,	who	is	often	seen	as	the	ultimate	Redeemer.was	a	woman!The
presence	of	a	woman	at	the	threshing	floor	at	night	was	highly	unusual	and	could	be	misinterpreted.	However,	Ruth's	intentions	were	pure,	and	her	actions	were	guided	by	Naomi's	instructions.	This	moment	is	pivotal	in	the	narrative,	as	it	sets	the	stage	for	Boaz's	role	as	a	redeemer,	paralleling	Christ's	redemptive	work	for	humanity.	Ruth	3:9“Who
are	you?”	he	asked.This	question	is	posed	by	Boaz,	who	is	startled	awake	in	the	middle	of	the	night.	The	setting	is	the	threshing	floor,	a	place	where	grain	was	processed,	and	it	was	not	uncommon	for	landowners	to	sleep	there	to	protect	their	harvest.	The	question	reflects	the	darkness	and	uncertainty	of	the	moment,	as	well	as	Boaz's	initial	lack	of
recognition	of	Ruth.	This	moment	is	significant	in	the	narrative,	as	it	sets	the	stage	for	Ruth's	bold	request.“I	am	your	servant	Ruth,”	she	replied.Ruth	identifies	herself	humbly	as	a	servant,	which	is	consistent	with	her	character	throughout	the	book.	Her	humility	is	notable,	especially	given	her	Moabite	background,	which	would	have	made	her	an
outsider	in	Israel.	This	self-identification	also	reflects	her	willingness	to	submit	to	Boaz's	authority	and	protection,	aligning	with	the	cultural	norms	of	the	time	where	women	often	sought	security	through	marriage	or	kinship	ties.“Spread	the	corner	of	your	garment	over	me,This	phrase	is	a	culturally	loaded	request	for	protection	and	provision.	In
ancient	Near	Eastern	customs,	spreading	one's	garment	over	another	symbolized	a	pledge	of	marriage	or	a	commitment	to	protect.	The	act	is	akin	to	a	marriage	proposal,	where	Ruth	is	asking	Boaz	to	take	her	under	his	care	as	a	husband	would.	This	request	also	echoes	the	imagery	of	God's	protection	over	Israel,	as	seen	in	passages	like	Ezekiel	16:8,
where	God	spreads	His	garment	over	Jerusalem	as	a	sign	of	covenantal	relationship.for	you	are	a	kinsman-redeemer.”The	term	"kinsman-redeemer"	(Hebrew:	go'el)	is	central	to	the	narrative.	It	refers	to	a	close	relative	who	has	the	responsibility	to	redeem	a	family	member	in	distress,	whether	by	buying	back	land,	marrying	a	widow	to	preserve	the
family	line,	or	avenging	blood.	This	concept	is	rooted	in	Levitical	law	(Leviticus	25:25-55)	and	is	a	picture	of	God's	redemption.	Boaz,	as	a	kinsman-redeemer,	is	a	type	of	Christ,	who	redeems	humanity.	The	role	of	the	kinsman-redeemer	foreshadows	the	ultimate	redemption	through	Jesus,	who	takes	on	the	responsibility	to	restore	and	protect	His
people.	Ruth	3:10Then	Boaz	said,This	phrase	introduces	Boaz's	response	to	Ruth's	actions.	Boaz	is	a	prominent	figure	in	Bethlehem,	a	man	of	standing	and	wealth.	His	words	carry	weight	and	authority,	reflecting	his	character	as	a	man	of	integrity	and	honor.	This	moment	is	pivotal	in	the	narrative,	as	it	sets	the	stage	for	the	unfolding	of	God's
providential	plan.“May	the	LORD	bless	you,Boaz	invokes	the	name	of	the	LORD,	Yahweh,	the	covenant	God	of	Israel.	This	blessing	is	significant,	as	it	reflects	Boaz's	faith	and	recognition	of	God's	sovereignty.	It	also	highlights	the	theme	of	divine	providence	throughout	the	book	of	Ruth,	where	God's	hand	is	seen	guiding	the	events	for	His	purposes.my
daughter.The	term	"my	daughter"	indicates	a	relationship	of	care	and	respect.	It	reflects	the	cultural	norms	of	the	time,	where	older	men	would	address	younger	women	with	familial	terms	to	denote	protection	and	honor.	This	also	underscores	the	age	difference	between	Boaz	and	Ruth,	which	is	relevant	to	the	context	of	his	statement.You	have	shown
more	kindness	now	than	before,Ruth's	kindness,	or	"hesed"	in	Hebrew,	is	a	central	theme	in	the	book.	It	denotes	loyalty,	love,	and	faithfulness.	Her	actions	towards	Naomi	and	now	towards	Boaz	are	seen	as	acts	of	extraordinary	kindness,	surpassing	cultural	expectations.	This	reflects	the	covenantal	love	that	is	a	type	of	Christ's	love	for	His
church.because	you	have	not	run	after	the	younger	men,Ruth's	choice	not	to	pursue	younger	men,	despite	her	widowhood	and	vulnerability,	speaks	to	her	character	and	priorities.	It	highlights	her	commitment	to	Naomi	and	her	willingness	to	follow	God's	leading	rather	than	seeking	personal	gain	or	security	through	marriage	to	a	younger,	potentially
more	desirable	partner.whether	rich	or	poor.This	phrase	emphasizes	Ruth's	selflessness	and	integrity.	Her	decision	is	not	influenced	by	wealth	or	social	status,	but	by	a	deeper	sense	of	duty	and	faithfulness.	This	mirrors	the	biblical	principle	that	true	worth	is	not	measured	by	material	wealth	but	by	one's	character	and	faithfulness	to	God.	Ruth



3:11And	now	do	not	be	afraid,	my	daughter.This	phrase	reflects	Boaz's	reassurance	to	Ruth,	emphasizing	his	protective	and	caring	nature.	The	term	"my	daughter"	indicates	a	familial	and	respectful	relationship,	highlighting	the	cultural	norms	of	addressing	younger	women	with	care	and	respect.	It	also	reflects	Boaz's	role	as	a	kinsman-redeemer,	a
concept	rooted	in	Levitical	law	(Leviticus	25:25),	where	a	close	relative	is	responsible	for	protecting	the	interests	of	family	members	in	need.I	will	do	for	you	whatever	you	request,Boaz's	willingness	to	fulfill	Ruth's	request	demonstrates	his	integrity	and	commitment	to	the	law	of	levirate	marriage	(Deuteronomy	25:5-10).	This	phrase	underscores	the
theme	of	redemption	and	foreshadows	the	ultimate	redemption	found	in	Christ,	who	fulfills	the	law	and	offers	grace.	Boaz's	actions	are	a	type	of	Christ,	who	willingly	redeems	those	who	come	to	Him	in	faith.since	all	my	fellow	townspeople	knowThis	indicates	the	communal	nature	of	ancient	Israelite	society,	where	personal	reputations	were	well-
known	and	significant.	The	mention	of	"fellow	townspeople"	suggests	that	Ruth's	actions	and	character	have	been	observed	and	discussed	within	the	community,	reflecting	the	importance	of	communal	relationships	and	accountability	in	biblical	times.that	you	are	a	woman	of	noble	character.Ruth's	reputation	as	a	"woman	of	noble	character"	aligns
with	the	description	of	the	virtuous	woman	in	Proverbs	31:10-31.	This	phrase	highlights	her	loyalty,	hard	work,	and	moral	integrity,	which	have	earned	her	respect	and	admiration.	It	also	connects	to	the	broader	biblical	theme	of	God	honoring	those	who	live	righteously	and	faithfully,	regardless	of	their	background	or	nationality,	as	Ruth	was	a
Moabite.	Ruth	3:12Yes,	it	is	true	that	I	am	a	kinsman-redeemerIn	ancient	Israel,	the	concept	of	a	kinsman-redeemer	(Hebrew:	"goel")	was	a	provision	in	the	Mosaic	Law	that	allowed	a	close	relative	to	redeem	or	buy	back	a	family	member	or	their	property	in	times	of	need	(Leviticus	25:25-28).	This	role	was	crucial	in	maintaining	the	family	lineage	and
property	within	the	tribe.	Boaz	acknowledges	his	position	as	a	kinsman-redeemer,	which	highlights	his	willingness	to	fulfill	this	duty.	This	concept	is	a	type	of	Christ,	who	is	the	ultimate	Redeemer	for	humanity,	purchasing	us	with	His	sacrifice	(Ephesians	1:7).but	there	is	a	redeemer	nearer	than	IBoaz	demonstrates	integrity	and	adherence	to	the	law
by	acknowledging	the	presence	of	a	closer	relative	who	has	the	first	right	to	redeem.	This	reflects	the	importance	of	following	God's	established	order	and	respecting	family	rights.	The	mention	of	a	nearer	redeemer	introduces	a	tension	in	the	narrative,	emphasizing	the	legal	and	cultural	procedures	of	the	time.	It	also	foreshadows	the	resolution	of
Ruth's	situation,	as	Boaz's	actions	align	with	God's	providential	plan.	This	mirrors	the	biblical	theme	of	God's	sovereignty	and	the	unfolding	of	His	redemptive	purposes,	as	seen	in	other	scriptures	like	Romans	8:28.	Ruth	3:13Stay	here	tonightIn	the	context	of	ancient	Israel,	it	was	customary	for	travelers	to	seek	shelter	for	the	night,	especially	in	rural
areas	like	Bethlehem.	Boaz's	invitation	for	Ruth	to	stay	was	a	gesture	of	protection	and	care,	ensuring	her	safety	from	potential	harm.	This	reflects	the	cultural	norms	of	hospitality	and	protection	for	women,	especially	widows,	who	were	vulnerable	in	society.and	in	the	morning,	if	he	wants	to	redeem	you,	good.	Let	him	redeem	you.The	concept	of
redemption	here	refers	to	the	Levirate	marriage	and	the	role	of	the	kinsman-redeemer	(goel),	a	practice	outlined	in	Deuteronomy	25:5-10.	This	law	provided	for	a	close	relative	to	marry	a	widow	to	preserve	the	family	line	and	property.	Boaz	acknowledges	the	presence	of	a	closer	relative	who	has	the	first	right	to	redeem	Ruth,	demonstrating	his
integrity	and	adherence	to	the	law.But	if	he	does	not	want	to	redeem	you,	as	surely	as	the	LORD	lives,	I	will.Boaz's	oath	"as	surely	as	the	LORD	lives"	underscores	the	seriousness	and	binding	nature	of	his	promise.	This	phrase	is	a	common	biblical	expression	used	to	affirm	truthfulness	and	commitment	(e.g.,	1	Samuel	14:39).	Boaz's	willingness	to
redeem	Ruth	if	the	closer	relative	declines	highlights	his	role	as	a	type	of	Christ,	who	redeems	humanity	out	of	love	and	commitment.Now	lie	here	until	morning.Boaz's	instruction	for	Ruth	to	remain	until	morning	was	likely	for	her	protection	and	to	avoid	any	scandal	or	misunderstanding	that	might	arise	from	her	leaving	in	the	middle	of	the	night.
This	reflects	the	cultural	importance	of	maintaining	a	woman's	reputation	and	the	care	Boaz	had	for	Ruth's	well-being.	It	also	signifies	a	period	of	waiting	and	trust	in	God's	provision,	paralleling	the	believer's	trust	in	God's	timing	and	plan.	Ruth	3:14So	she	lay	down	at	his	feet	until	morningThis	phrase	indicates	Ruth's	obedience	and	trust	in	Naomi's
plan,	as	well	as	her	respect	for	Boaz.	Lying	at	his	feet	was	a	cultural	gesture	of	humility	and	submission,	not	an	act	of	impropriety.	The	threshing	floor	was	a	public	place,	and	Ruth's	actions	were	in	line	with	the	customs	of	the	time,	seeking	protection	and	provision	through	a	kinsman-redeemer.	This	act	can	be	seen	as	a	type	of	the	believer's
submission	to	Christ,	seeking	refuge	and	redemption.but	she	got	up	before	anyone	else	could	recognize	herRuth's	early	departure	underscores	the	importance	of	maintaining	her	and	Boaz's	reputations.	In	a	small	community	like	Bethlehem,	where	everyone	knew	each	other,	discretion	was	crucial.	This	action	reflects	the	biblical	principle	of	avoiding
even	the	appearance	of	evil	(1	Thessalonians	5:22).	It	also	highlights	Ruth's	wisdom	and	integrity,	ensuring	that	no	misunderstanding	could	arise	from	her	presence	at	the	threshing	floor.Then	Boaz	said,	“Do	not	let	it	be	known	that	a	woman	came	to	the	threshing	floor.”Boaz's	instruction	to	keep	Ruth's	visit	confidential	demonstrates	his	protective
nature	and	concern	for	her	honor.	In	the	cultural	context,	a	woman's	presence	at	the	threshing	floor	could	be	misinterpreted,	potentially	damaging	her	reputation.	Boaz's	actions	reflect	his	righteousness	and	foreshadow	Christ's	role	as	a	protector	and	redeemer	of	His	people.	This	also	aligns	with	the	biblical	theme	of	God	covering	and	protecting	His
people,	as	seen	in	Psalm	91:4.	Ruth	3:15And	he	told	her,	“Bring	the	shawl	you	are	wearing	and	hold	it	out.”In	the	cultural	context	of	ancient	Israel,	a	shawl	or	cloak	was	a	common	garment	used	for	warmth	and	carrying	items.	Boaz's	request	for	Ruth	to	hold	out	her	shawl	signifies	a	gesture	of	provision	and	protection.	This	act	symbolizes	Boaz's
willingness	to	care	for	Ruth	and	Naomi,	reflecting	the	kinsman-redeemer	role,	which	is	a	type	of	Christ	who	provides	and	protects	His	people.When	she	did	so,	he	poured	in	six	measures	of	barley	and	placed	it	on	her.The	six	measures	of	barley	represent	a	generous	provision,	indicating	Boaz's	commitment	to	Ruth	and	Naomi's	well-being.	Barley	was	a
staple	grain,	and	this	gift	would	have	been	a	significant	amount,	ensuring	sustenance.	The	number	six,	often	associated	with	incompleteness	in	biblical	numerology,	may	suggest	that	the	full	redemption	is	yet	to	come,	pointing	to	the	future	complete	redemption	through	Christ.Then	he	went	into	the	city.Boaz's	return	to	the	city	signifies	his	intention	to
fulfill	his	promise	to	Ruth	by	addressing	the	legal	matters	of	redemption	at	the	city	gate,	where	such	transactions	were	conducted.	This	action	underscores	his	integrity	and	determination	to	act	righteously,	paralleling	Christ's	fulfillment	of	the	law	and	His	role	as	our	Redeemer.	Ruth	3:16When	Ruth	returned	to	her	mother-in-lawRuth's	return	to
Naomi	signifies	her	loyalty	and	commitment	to	her	family,	a	key	theme	in	the	Book	of	Ruth.	This	reflects	the	cultural	importance	of	family	ties	and	the	role	of	women	in	supporting	one	another.	The	setting	in	Bethlehem,	a	small	town	in	Judah,	is	significant	as	it	later	becomes	the	birthplace	of	King	David	and	Jesus	Christ,	linking	Ruth	to	the	Davidic
line.Naomi	asked	her,	“How	did	it	go,	my	daughter?”Naomi's	inquiry	shows	her	deep	concern	and	hope	for	Ruth's	future.	The	term	"my	daughter"	indicates	a	close,	affectionate	relationship,	transcending	the	typical	mother-in-law	and	daughter-in-law	dynamic.	This	reflects	the	Hebrew	custom	of	familial	bonds	and	the	importance	of	kinship.	Naomi's
question	also	highlights	the	suspense	and	uncertainty	surrounding	Ruth's	encounter	with	Boaz,	a	pivotal	moment	in	their	redemption	story.Then	Ruth	told	her	all	that	Boaz	had	done	for	her.Ruth's	recounting	of	Boaz's	actions	underscores	his	role	as	a	kinsman-redeemer,	a	concept	rooted	in	Levitical	law	(Leviticus	25:25-55),	where	a	close	relative	has
the	duty	to	redeem	a	family	member	in	distress.	Boaz's	kindness	and	generosity	foreshadow	Christ's	redemptive	work	for	humanity.	This	moment	also	emphasizes	the	providence	of	God	in	orchestrating	events	for	the	welfare	of	His	people,	a	recurring	theme	in	the	narrative.	Ruth	3:17And	she	said,This	phrase	introduces	Ruth's	report	to	Naomi,
highlighting	the	importance	of	communication	and	accountability	in	relationships.	It	reflects	the	cultural	norm	of	sharing	news	and	developments	with	family	members,	especially	in	matters	of	provision	and	protection.“He	gave	me	these	six	measures	of	barley,The	six	measures	of	barley	symbolize	Boaz's	generosity	and	his	role	as	a	provider.	In	the
ancient	Near	Eastern	context,	barley	was	a	staple	grain,	and	this	gift	signifies	abundance	and	care.	The	number	six,	often	associated	with	incompleteness	in	biblical	numerology,	may	suggest	that	Boaz's	actions	are	part	of	a	larger,	unfolding	plan.	This	act	of	giving	also	prefigures	Christ's	provision	for	His	people,	as	Boaz	is	a	type	of	Christ,	the
kinsman-redeemer.for	he	said,This	phrase	indicates	Boaz's	intentionality	and	thoughtfulness.	His	words	carry	authority	and	purpose,	reflecting	his	character	as	a	man	of	integrity	and	foresight.	It	underscores	the	importance	of	spoken	promises	and	the	weight	they	carry	in	biblical	narratives.‘Do	not	go	back	to	your	mother-in-law	empty-
handed.’”Boaz's	instruction	to	Ruth	not	to	return	empty-handed	highlights	his	understanding	of	Naomi's	situation	and	his	desire	to	bless	her.	This	reflects	the	cultural	value	placed	on	family	loyalty	and	support.	The	term	"empty-handed"	connects	to	Naomi's	earlier	lament	in	Ruth	1:21,	where	she	describes	returning	from	Moab	empty.	Boaz's	provision
is	a	direct	response	to	this,	symbolizing	God's	restoration	and	blessing.	This	act	foreshadows	the	ultimate	redemption	and	fullness	found	in	Christ,	who	fills	the	spiritual	emptiness	of	humanity.	Ruth	3:18Wait,	my	daughter,Naomi	addresses	Ruth	with	a	term	of	endearment,	highlighting	their	close	relationship.	This	reflects	the	familial	bond	and	loyalty
that	Ruth	has	shown	by	staying	with	Naomi.	The	term	"wait"	suggests	patience	and	trust	in	God's	timing,	a	recurring	theme	in	Scripture,	as	seen	in	Psalm	27:14,	which	encourages	believers	to	wait	on	the	Lord.until	you	find	out	how	things	go,This	phrase	indicates	anticipation	and	uncertainty	about	the	outcome	of	Ruth's	proposal	to	Boaz.	It	reflects
the	cultural	practice	of	seeking	a	kinsman-redeemer,	as	outlined	in	Leviticus	25:25-55,	where	a	relative	could	redeem	a	family	member	in	distress.	The	outcome	is	uncertain,	but	there	is	hope	in	the	process.for	he	will	not	restBoaz	is	portrayed	as	a	man	of	action	and	integrity,	committed	to	resolving	the	situation.	This	mirrors	the	character	of	God,	who
is	depicted	as	a	redeemer	who	does	not	rest	until	His	purposes	are	fulfilled,	as	seen	in	Isaiah	62:1.	Boaz's	diligence	foreshadows	Christ's	redemptive	work,	who	also	did	not	rest	until	He	accomplished	salvation.unless	he	has	resolved	the	matter	today.The	urgency	in	Boaz's	actions	reflects	the	cultural	importance	of	resolving	legal	and	familial
obligations	promptly.	This	resolution	is	crucial	for	Ruth	and	Naomi's	future	security.	The	immediacy	also	points	to	the	certainty	of	God's	promises,	as	seen	in	2	Corinthians	1:20,	where	all	promises	find	their	"Yes"	in	Christ.	Boaz's	role	as	a	redeemer	is	a	type	of	Christ,	who	resolves	the	matter	of	sin	and	redemption	for	humanity.


