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Bless	Me,	Ultima	In	the	story	Bless	Me,	Ultima,	by,	Rudolfo	Anaya,	Anaya	uses	imagery	and	symbolism	to	tells	us	readers	that	making	your	own	choices	as	you	grow	up	can	be	very	hard.	In	the	book,	Anaya	adds	a	series	of	Antonios	dreams	while	he	sleeps	to	give	us	a	better	understanding	of	how	Antonio	thinks	and	feels.	In	Antonios	dream	on	pages	5
and	Anaya	writes	about	Antonios	birth	he,	writes	about	how	his	parents	had	different	dreams	for	him	and	how	each	side	of	the	family	supported	each.	At	the	beginning	of	book	his	dreams	were	about	things	that	were	real	or	things	that	will	happen	later	in	the	future.	In	the	book,	Ultimas	owl	comes	up	many	times	throughout	the	whole	story.	An	owl
symbolises	wisdom.	As	Antonio	Symbols	There	are	three	principle	symbols	in	Bless	Me,	Ultima.	First,	the	statue	of	the	Virgin	of	Guadalupe.	She	represents	divine	forgiveness.	The	town	of	Guadalupe,	where	the	Marez	family	lives,	is	named	after	her.	Antonio's	mother	has	a	two-foot	high	statue	of	the	Virgin	in	her	home,	to	whom	she	and	the	rest	of	the
family	pray.	Tony	loves	the	Virgin	more	than	any	of	the	saints	because	of	what	she	represents.	The	second	symbol	is	Ultima's	owl.	Antonio	notices	it	for	the	first	time	when	Ultima	comes	to	stay	with	them.	It	is	in	the	juniper	tree	outside	Ultima's	window,	and	is	obviously	special	because	no	other	owl	comes	that	close	to	the	house.	The	owl	is	Ultima's
guardian	spirit,	and	Antonio	often	hears	it	again	in	moments	of	crisis.	The	third	symbol	is	the	golden	carp.	It	represents	an	alternative	religion	to	the	Catholicism	that	Antonio	is	raised	in.	The	golden	carp	is	a	god	who	rules	over	his	realm.	The	carp	is	also	destined,	according	to	the	pagan	myth,	to	rule	the	entire	area	when	the	humans	are	destroyed
because	of	their	sin.	Antonio	is	at	first	scared	of	acknowledging	any	god	other	than	the	one	approved	by	Catholicism,	but	when	he	sees	the	golden	carp,	he	is	enthralled	by	its	sheer	beauty.	He	feels	as	if	he	really	has	seen	a	god.	The	golden	carp	is	contrasted	to	the	black	bass,	which	appears	in	the	water	immediately	after	the	golden	carp	disappears.
The	bass	is	described	as	"monstrous,"	with	an	"evil"	mouth,	and	eyes	"glazed	with	hate"	(p.	114).	Here	the	theme	of	good	versus	evil	is	transposed	from	the	human	and	metaphysical	realms	to	the	realm	of	fish.	It	suggests	that	the	battle	between	good	and	evil	is	to	be	found	at	all	levels	of	life.	Imagery	Much	of	the	imagery	reinforces	the	theme	of	the
interconnectedness	of	all	things.	This	applies	especially	to	the	instinctual	connections	that	humans	feel	between	themselves,	nature	and	the	cosmos.	This	connection	feeds	the	mysticism	in	Antonio's	soul,	and	it	is	expressed	in	highly	lyrical	language.	In	the	very	first	paragraph,	for	example,	Antonio	tells	of	the	summer	that	Ultima	first	came	to	stay:
"The	magical	time	of	childhood	stood	still,	and	the	pulse	of	the	living	earth	pressed	its	mystery	into	my	living	blood."	The	imagery	used	to	describe	Antonio's	family	also	links	the	human	world	to	the	wider	cosmos.	The	family	name	Marez	means	"sea,"	so	Antonio's	forefathers,	the	men	of	the	llano,	are	known	as	men	of	the	sea,	because	they	are	wild	like
the	ocean.	They	are	also	referred	to	as	men	of	the	sun,	and	Antonio's	father	says	that	they	thought	of	themselves	as	brothers	of	the	wind,	because	the	wind	is	free.	In	contrast,	the	men	from	the	farms	along	the	river,	where	Antonio's	mother	comes	from,	are	associated	with	the	moon.	This	can	be	seen	in	their	name,	Lunas,	and	the	village	where	they
live,	El	Puerto	de	la	Luna,	which	means	the	door	of	the	moon	(Ultima	explains	that	the	river	valley	is	the	door	through	which	the	moon	passes	each	month	on	its	east-west	journey).	The	Lunas	live	all	aspects	of	their	lives	in	harmony	with	the	changing	phases	of	the	moon.	The	imagery	brings	out	the	interplay	of	opposites	in	creation-wind	and	earth,	sun
and	moon-that	is	also	embodied	in	the	interactions	of	people.	The	poetic	imagery	finds	fullest	expression	in	Antonio's	dreams,	with	their	lush	romantic	visions.	For	example,	this	is	how	Ultima	speaks	to	Antonio	in	his	dream	about	his	brothers	and	his	own	innocence:	"There	in	the	land	of	the	dancing	plains	and	rolling	hills,	there	in	the	land	which	is	the
eagle's	by	day	and	the	owl's	by	night	is	innocence.	There	where	the	lonely	wind	of	the	llano	sang	to	the	lovers'	feat	of	your	birth,	there	in	those	hills	is	your	innocence"	(p.	71).	Tenorio	is	pretty	dead-on	when	he	makes	his	claim	about	Ultima's	Owl	right	before	the	climax	of	the	book:	"'It	is	the	owl!	Do	you	hear,	little	bastard!	It	is	the	owl	that	is	the
spirit	of	the	old	witch'"	(22.430-432).Captain	Obvious	Tenorio	tells	us	straight	up	that	the	owl	symbolizes	the	spirit	or	soul	of	Ultima.	And	he's	right.	When	the	owl	is	killed,	Ultima	dies	shortly	after,	and	Antonio	realizes	that	when	he's	buried	the	owl,	he's	also	buried	Ultima.	Kthanksbye.	We're	done	here,	right?Not	so	fast.	It's	a	bit	more	complicated
than	that.	The	owl	also	serves	to	demonstrate	Ultima's	violent	and	vengeful	side.	While	we	always	see	Ultima	as	a	healer	and	a	wise	woman,	the	owl	rips	out	Tenorio's	eye.	That's	some	serious	business	right	there.	If	the	owl	symbolizes	Ultima,	then	in	a	very	real	way,	she's	the	one	ripping	the	eye	out.	She's	not	all	hearts	and	flowers	and	blessings	and
exorcisms,	no	sir.	The	owl	isn't	just	about	lashing	out,	though.	After	all,	Ultima's	got	many	layers	to	her	onion,	and	so	must	the	owl.	When	it	arrives	along	with	Ultima,	Antonio	is	frightened	of	it	at	first.	However,	he	soon	comes	to	think	that	"Its	song	seemed	to	say	that	it	had	come	to	watch	over	us"	(1.454-455).	Like	Ultima,	the	owl	is	a	protector,	and
in	that	sense,	Antonio's	relationship	with	the	owl	parallels	his	relationship	with	his	spiritual	mentor.The	Bigger	Owl	PictureThe	owl	ain't	all	about	Ultima,	though,	to	be	sure.	There	are	bigger	things	in	play	that	one	woman's	soul,	like	the	deep	connection	between	humans	and	nature.	In	his	descriptions,	Anaya	makes	that	much	clear.	The	owl's	song,
for	example,	"calmed	the	moonlit	hills	and	lulled	us	to	sleep"	(1.453-454).	When	nature	calms	down,	man	rests	easy.	And	apparently	the	owl	can	make	that	happen.This	connection	looms	large	throughout	the	book,	and	it's	an	understanding	that	Ultima	passes	on	to	Antonio.	But	in	the	owl,	the	connection	becomes	almost	literal,	as	it's	an	animal	that
shares	the	very	spiritthe	very	soulof	a	human	being.	Identify	the	major	and	minor	symbols	found	in	the	novel.	How	does	the	author	develop	these	symbols?	And	with	Ultima	came	the	owl.	I	heard	itthat	night	for	the	first	time	in	the	junipertree	outside	of	Ultimas	window.	I	knew	itwas	her	owl	because	the	other	owls	of	thellano	did	not	come	that	near	the
house(Anaya	13).	The	owl	acts	differently	from	other	owlsbecause	it	comes	much	closer	to	the	house.	This	also	means	that	the	owl	followed	Ultima	to	their	house.	If	Ultima's	owl	acts	differently	than	the	other	owls,	does	that	mean	that	Ultima	is	different	than	other	people?	Is	the	owl	a	symbol	for	Ultima?	How	does	the	owl	know	to	follow	her?	The	owl
already	seems	to	be	an	important	part	of	the	story.	There	is	also	something	magical	about	an	owl	that	follows	someone.	"But	He	was	a	giant	man,	and	She	[The	virgin	of	Guadalupe]	was	a	woman.	She	could	go	to	Him	and	ask	Him	to	forgive	you.	Her	voice	was	sweet	and	gentle	and	with	the	help	of	her	son	they	could	persuade	the	powerful	Father	to
Change	His	mind."	(	Antonio	cuatro,	44)	The	Virgin	of	Guadalupe	offers	up	forgiveness	and	hope.	The	Virgin	serves	as	a	connectionbetweenthe	cultures	that	pull	at	Antonio	and	make	him	who	his	is	and	will	be.	TheVirgin	of	Guadalupe	is	alsotraditional	Catholic	symbol	showing	how	much	of	his	life	is	influenced	by	religion.	The	Virgin	is	import	because
she	is	represents	the	life	that	Antonio's	mother	wants	for	him.	There	is	so	much	untold	symbolism	behind	the	Virgin	and	her	influence	on	Antonio's	life.	"This	is	a	quote	from	the	book"	(Anaya	XX).	Lorem	ipsum	dolor	sit	amet,	consectetur	adipiscing	elit,	sed	do	eiusmod	tempor	incididunt	ut	labore	et	dolore	magna	aliqua.	Ut	enim	ad	minim	veniam.
Lorem	ipsum	dolor	sit	amet,	consectetur	adipiscing	elit,	sed	do	eiusmod	tempor	incididunt	ut	labore	et	dolore	magna	aliqua.	Ut	enim	ad	minim	veniam.	"This	is	a	quote	from	the	book"	(Anaya	XX).	Lorem	ipsum	dolor	sit	amet,	consectetur	adipiscing	elit,	sed	do	eiusmod	tempor	incididunt	ut	labore	et	dolore	magna	aliqua.	Ut	enim	ad	minim	veniam.
Lorem	ipsum	dolor	sit	amet,	consectetur	adipiscing	elit,	sed	do	eiusmod	tempor	incididunt	ut	labore	et	dolore	magna	aliqua.	Ut	enim	ad	minim	veniam.	After	discussing	your	focus	question	as	a	group,	write	a	well-developed	group	analysis	that	answers	your	question	to	this	point	in	the	novel.Use	at	least	two	of	your	quotes	to	help	illustrate	your	main
points.	Ultima	has	an	owl	that	follows	her	everywhere	and	becomes	a	symbol	of	her	mysterious	power.	At	first	Antonio	is	afraid	of	it,	but	soon	he	regards	the	owl	as	a	comforting,	watchful	presence.	The	bird	calls	out	warnings	when	danger	approaches	and	rips	out	Tenorio's	eye	when	he	threatens	Ultima.	By	the	novel's	end	it	is	revealed	that	the	owl	is
magically	linked	with	Ultima's	soul,	and	when	it	dies,	she	dies.	Its	powers	remain	mysterious	to	the	end,	like	the	supernatural	myths	of	the	indigenous	peoples."Ay,	every	generation,	every	man	is	a	part	of	his	past.	He	cannot	escape	it,	but	he	may	reform	the	old	materials,	make	something	new	--"	"Take	the	llano	and	the	river	valley,	the	moon	and	the
sea,	God	and	the	golden	carp	and	make	something	new,"	I	said	to	myself.	That	is	what	Ultima	meant	by	building	strength	from	life.	"Pap,"	I	asked,	"can	a	new	religion	be	made?"	Have	you	ever	read	a	book	that	left	you	questioning	the	symbolism	behind	certain	characters	or	objects?	For	me,	one	such	book	is	Bless	Me,	Ultima	by	Rudolfo	Anaya.	In	the
novel,	we	meet	Ultima,	a	wise	old	curandera	who	serves	as	a	spiritual	guide	to	young	Antonio.	But	its	not	only	Ultima	who	carries	an	important	symbolism.	What	caught	my	attention	is	the	presence	of	the	owl	in	the	story.	So	what	does	the	owl	symbolize	in	Bless	Me,	Ultima?	Lets	dive	deeper.Throughout	the	novel,	we	see	Antonios	fascination	with
owls.	He	often	has	dreams	featuring	owls,	and	even	makes	an	owl	statue	with	his	bare	hands.	So,	what	does	all	of	this	mean?	On	one	hand,	the	owl	symbolizes	knowledge	and	wisdom.	This	can	be	seen	in	Ultima,	who	is	often	accompanied	by	a	small	owl	and	uses	her	wisdom	to	guide	Antonio	on	his	spiritual	journey.	Additionally,	in	Native	American
culture,	the	owl	is	often	seen	as	a	spirit	guide,	offering	protection	and	guidance.However,	theres	another	side	to	the	symbolism	of	the	owl	in	Bless	Me,	Ultima.	In	some	cultures,	owls	are	also	seen	as	harbingers	of	death	or	bad	luck.	This	darker	symbolism	can	be	seen	in	the	owls	presence	during	Antonios	nightmares,	where	it	represents	the	dangers
and	horrors	he	faces	in	his	life.	The	owl	can	also	be	seen	as	a	symbol	of	the	conflicting	cultures	and	beliefs	that	Antonio	is	grappling	with,	as	he	tries	to	reconcile	the	Catholic	and	indigenous	traditions	within	him.Importance	of	Owls	in	Indigenous	CultureIn	Indigenous	culture,	the	owl	represents	a	powerful	symbol	of	wisdom,	knowledge,	and	death.	It
is	often	seen	as	a	spiritual	messenger,	protector,	and	guide	for	those	seeking	answers	and	insight.The	owl	is	a	prominent	figure	in	many	Indigenous	creation	stories,	symbolizing	the	beginning	of	life	and	the	cycle	of	birth,	death,	and	rebirth.Many	Indigenous	tribes	believe	that	the	owl	has	the	power	to	communicate	with	the	dead,	making	it	a	powerful
spiritual	guide	for	those	seeking	to	connect	with	their	ancestors	or	seek	guidance	in	the	afterlife.In	some	Indigenous	cultures,	owls	are	seen	as	protectors	and	guardians,	watching	over	families	and	communities	to	keep	them	safe	from	harm.Perhaps	one	of	the	most	significant	aspects	of	the	owls	symbolism	in	Indigenous	culture	is	its	association	with
death.	In	many	Indigenous	societies,	death	is	viewed	not	as	an	end	but	as	a	continuation	of	life	in	a	new	form	or	realm.	The	owl	represents	the	transition	from	one	life	to	the	next,	embodying	the	mysteries	of	the	unknown	and	the	knowledge	that	comes	with	passing	from	one	state	of	being	to	another.The	significance	of	the	owl	in	Indigenous	culture	is
particularly	evident	in	Rudolfo	Anayas	novel,	Bless	Me,	Ultima.	The	protagonist,	Antonio,	is	fascinated	by	the	owl	symbolism	that	surrounds	him,	especially	as	it	relates	to	the	spiritual	figure	of	Ultima.	Through	Ultimas	teachings	and	guidance,	Antonio	learns	to	embrace	the	wisdom	and	knowledge	associated	with	the	owl,	ultimately	attaining	a	deeper,
mystical	understanding	of	the	world	around	him.The	Role	of	the	Owl	in	Spiritual	and	Mythological	BeliefsThe	owl	is	a	prominent	symbol	in	many	spiritual	and	mythological	beliefs	around	the	world.	In	Bless	Me,	Ultima,	the	owl	represents	both	good	and	evil,	as	well	as	wisdom	and	mystery.In	many	Native	American	cultures,	the	owl	is	considered	a
messenger	of	death	and	evil.	It	is	often	seen	as	a	negative	omen,	a	symbol	of	darkness	and	destruction.However,	in	other	cultures,	the	owl	is	revered	as	a	symbol	of	wisdom	and	knowledge.	The	ancient	Greeks	believed	that	Athena,	the	goddess	of	wisdom,	had	an	owl	as	her	companion	and	symbol.In	Hindu	mythology,	the	goddess	Lakshmi	is	often
depicted	with	an	owl,	which	represents	foresight	and	intelligence.The	owl	is	also	a	common	symbol	in	shamanic	traditions.	Many	shamans	believe	that	the	owl	represents	the	ability	to	see	beyond	illusions	and	uncover	hidden	truths.In	Bless	Me,	Ultima,	the	owl	is	both	a	symbol	of	death	and	wisdom.	Ultima,	the	wise	curandera,	has	an	owl	as	her
familiar.	The	owl	represents	the	knowledge	and	power	that	Ultima	possesses,	as	well	as	the	mystery	and	magic	of	her	abilities.SymbolismMeaningDeathThe	owl	can	represent	the	end	of	something,	whether	it	be	life,	a	relationship,	or	a	situation.WisdomThe	owl	symbolizes	the	ability	to	see	beyond	illusions	and	uncover	hidden	truths.MysteryThe	owl
represents	the	unknown	and	the	supernatural.	It	is	a	symbol	of	magic	and	power.In	conclusion,	the	owl	is	a	complex	and	multifaceted	symbol	in	spiritual	and	mythological	beliefs.	In	Bless	Me,	Ultima,	the	owl	represents	both	good	and	evil,	as	well	as	wisdom	and	mystery,	embodying	the	duality	of	life	and	death.Symbolic	Meanings	of	Owls	in
LiteratureOwls	have	captured	the	imagination	of	humans	for	centuries,	becoming	powerful	symbols	in	myths,	folklore,	and	literature.	In	Rudolfo	Anayas	coming-of-age	novel,	Bless	Me,	Ultima,	the	owl	represents	numerous	symbolic	meanings	that	add	depth	to	the	story	and	its	themes.	Lets	explore	what	the	owl	symbolizes	in	this	classic	literary
work.The	Number	Three:	A	Powerful	Symbolic	Meaning	in	Bless	Me,	UltimaThe	number	three	is	a	pervasive	motif	throughout	Bless	Me,	Ultima,	and	the	owl	is	no	exception.	The	protagonist,	Antonio,	encounters	three	owls	in	the	story,	each	with	a	distinct	significance.The	first	owl	Antonio	encounters	is	on	the	night	of	his	birth.	This	owl	symbolizes	his
birthright,	or	his	destiny.	It	is	said	that	owls	are	guardians	of	the	psyche,	and	this	owl	represents	Antonios	spiritual	guide.	The	second	owl	represents	Antonios	initiation	into	the	world	of	the	supernatural.	This	owl	is	a	harbinger	of	death	and	symbolizes	the	loss	of	Antonios	innocence.	Antonios	encounter	with	the	owl	marks	his	understanding	that	the
world	is	not	black	and	white,	and	there	are	greater	forces	at	work	than	his	own	desires.The	third	owl	is	a	culmination	of	the	first	two	encounters.	This	owl	is	a	combination	of	the	first	owls	spiritual	mentorship	and	the	second	owls	supernatural	initiation,	symbolizing	Antonios	realization	of	his	destiny.	The	owl	urges	Antonio	to	confront	his	fears	and
embrace	his	fate.	The	significance	of	the	number	three	in	the	owl	encounters	is	central	to	the	theme	of	the	storyAntonios	struggle	to	reconcile	the	different	parts	of	his	identity.	The	first	owl	represents	his	spiritual	heritage,	the	second	represents	the	harsh	reality	of	death,	and	the	third	embodies	the	integration	of	both	elements.The	Significance	of	the
Owls	Appearance	in	Bless	Me,	UltimaThroughout	Rudolfo	Anayas	influential	novel,	Bless	Me,	Ultima,	the	symbolic	presence	of	the	owl	looms	large.	Here	are	four	key	ways	in	which	the	owls	appearance	is	significant:Wisdom:	The	owl	is	traditionally	associated	with	wisdom,	and	in	the	novel,	this	idea	is	reflected	in	the	character	of	Ultima,	who	is	often
described	as	possessing	owl-like	wisdom.	This	symbolism	is	reinforced	in	the	scene	where	Ultima	saves	Antonio	and	his	friends	from	a	terrifying	party	by	transforming	herself	into	an	owl	and	scaring	off	the	party-goers.Mystery:	Owls	are	creatures	of	the	night,	which	is	often	associated	with	mystery	and	the	unknown.	In	the	novel,	the	owls	presence	is
often	associated	with	the	supernatural	and	the	spiritual.	For	example,	when	Antonio	sees	the	Golden	Carp	for	the	first	time,	it	is	accompanied	by	an	owls	hoot.Death:	In	some	cultures,	owls	are	seen	as	omens	of	death.	This	idea	is	reflected	in	the	novel,	particularly	in	the	scene	where	Antonio	witnesses	Tenorio	killing	Ultimas	owl	and	the	owl
subsequently	dying	in	Ultimas	arms.	This	act	of	violence	foreshadows	the	tragic	events	that	follow	in	the	story.Duality:	The	owl	is	a	symbol	of	duality,	representing	both	good	and	evil,	life	and	death,	and	light	and	darkness.	This	theme	of	duality	is	prevalent	throughout	the	novel,	as	Antonio	struggles	to	reconcile	the	conflicting	forces	in	his	life.The
Symbolism	of	the	Owls	AppearanceUltimately,	the	presence	of	the	owl	in	Bless	Me,	Ultima	serves	as	a	powerful	symbol	of	the	complex	and	often	contradictory	forces	that	shape	our	lives.	Whether	representing	wisdom,	mystery,	death,	or	duality,	the	owl	serves	as	a	reminder	that	there	is	always	more	to	the	world	than	meets	the	eye.	As	Antonio
navigates	the	challenges	of	growing	up	and	discovering	his	own	identity,	the	owls	presence	reminds	him	that	there	is	always	more	to	learn,	more	to	explore,	and	more	to	understand.The	Role	of	Animals	in	Myth	and	SymbolismThe	owl	is	just	one	example	of	how	animals	have	been	used	as	symbols	in	literature	and	mythology	throughout	history.	From
the	eagle	in	Native	American	cultures	to	the	lion	in	ancient	Egyptian	mythology,	animals	have	served	as	powerful	symbols	that	help	us	make	sense	of	the	world	around	us.	As	we	explore	these	symbols	and	their	meanings,	we	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	ourselves	and	our	place	in	the	world.The	Significance	of	Symbols	in	LiteratureAs	Rudolfo
Anayas	Bless	Me,	Ultima	demonstrates,	symbols	play	a	powerful	role	in	literature,	helping	us	to	explore	complex	themes	and	ideas	in	ways	that	resonate	deeply	with	readers.	Whether	exploring	the	symbolism	of	the	owl	or	other	powerful	symbols,	literature	gives	us	the	tools	we	need	to	explore	the	world	around	us	and	make	sense	of	our	place	within
it.	Through	the	power	of	storytelling,	we	can	come	to	understand	the	complex	forces	that	shape	our	world	and	learn	to	navigate	them	with	wisdom,	grace,	and	insight.SymbolMeaningOwlWisdom,	mystery,	death,	dualityEagleNobility,	strength,	freedomLionPower,	courage,	royaltyThe	use	of	symbols	like	these	can	help	us	explore	complex	themes	and
ideas	in	literature,	unlocking	worlds	of	meaning	and	understanding	that	might	otherwise	remain	hidden.	By	paying	attention	to	the	symbols	in	the	stories	we	read	and	the	myths	we	hear,	we	can	deepen	our	understanding	of	ourselves,	our	world,	and	the	forces	that	shape	the	lives	we	lead.The	Owls	Connection	to	Death	and	the	AfterlifeIn	Bless	Me,
Ultima,	the	owl	symbolizes	many	things,	primarily	death	and	the	afterlife.	It	is	believed	that	the	owl	can	communicate	with	the	dead	and	act	as	a	messenger	between	the	living	world	and	the	world	of	the	dead.	The	owl	is	often	seen	as	a	guardian	of	the	afterlife,	guiding	souls	to	their	final	resting	place.	Additionally,	the	owl	is	seen	as	a	symbol	of
wisdom	and	knowledge,	which	is	further	enhanced	by	its	connection	to	the	afterlife.The	Owl	and	Death	The	owl	is	often	associated	with	death	because	it	is	a	nocturnal	bird	that	is	active	at	night.	This	bird	is	also	known	for	its	silent	wings,	which	allows	it	to	fly	without	being	heard.	According	to	ancient	folklore,	the	owl	is	a	harbinger	of	impending
death	and	is	often	seen	as	an	omen	of	bad	luck.	In	Bless	Me,	Ultima,	the	owl	is	connected	to	the	death	of	Narciso,	who	is	an	important	character	in	the	novel.The	Owl	as	a	Messenger	The	owl	is	believed	to	have	the	ability	to	communicate	with	the	dead	and	act	as	a	messenger	between	the	living	and	the	dead.	It	is	often	portrayed	in	literature	and
mythology	as	a	guide,	leading	souls	to	their	final	resting	place.	In	Bless	Me,	Ultima,	Ultimas	owl	is	seen	as	a	messenger,	carrying	messages	from	the	spiritual	world	to	the	living.The	Owls	Wisdom	The	owl	is	often	associated	with	wisdom	and	knowledge	because	of	its	ability	to	see	and	hear	things	that	others	cannot.	Its	connection	to	the	afterlife
enhances	the	notion	of	the	owls	wisdom	as	it	is	believed	to	have	a	greater	understanding	of	the	mysteries	of	death	and	the	afterlife.	In	the	novel,	Ultimas	owl	is	seen	as	a	source	of	wisdom	and	guidance	for	the	main	character	Antonio.The	Owls	Symbolism	in	NumbersIn	addition	to	its	connection	to	death	and	the	afterlife,	the	owls	symbolism	can	also
be	seen	in	its	association	with	the	number	five.	In	numerology,	the	number	five	is	often	associated	with	change	and	transformation,	which	can	be	seen	in	the	owls	ability	to	transform	from	a	young	bird	to	an	adult.	Additionally,	the	owl	is	known	for	having	five	feathers	in	its	wing,	which	is	said	to	represent	the	five	elements:	earth,	air,	fire,	water,	and
spirit.SymbolismMeaningNumber	5Change	and	transformationFive	feathers	in	the	wingRepresentation	of	the	five	elements:	earth,	air,	fire,	water,	and	spiritIn	conclusion,	the	owls	symbolism	in	Bless	Me,	Ultima	is	multifaceted	and	can	be	seen	in	its	connection	to	death,	the	afterlife,	wisdom,	and	transformation.	The	owls	association	with	the	number
five	further	enhances	the	birds	symbolic	importance	in	the	novel.	The	owl	acts	as	a	guide	and	messenger	between	the	spiritual	world	and	the	living,	providing	guidance	and	wisdom	to	the	main	character	Antonio	throughout	his	journey	of	self-discovery.Owls	as	Symbols	of	Wisdom	and	KnowledgeOwls	have	long	been	associated	with	wisdom	and
knowledge.	This	is	due	in	part	to	their	large,	observant	eyes	and	their	nocturnal	habits.	In	many	cultures,	owls	are	considered	to	be	messengers	or	symbols	of	wisdom,	and	they	are	often	associated	with	ancient	deities	or	mythological	creatures.In	Bless	Me,	Ultima,	the	owl	symbolizes	the	protagonist	Antonios	journey	to	gain	wisdom	and	knowledge.
Ultima,	a	curandera	or	healer,	gives	Antonio	an	owl	as	a	companion	and	tells	him	it	will	guide	him	on	his	path.	Through	encounters	with	the	owl,	Antonio	learns	important	lessons	about	the	world	and	himself.The	number	six	is	also	significant	in	the	symbolism	of	owls	as	wise	creatures.	Owls	have	two	eyes	that	are	forward-facing	and	four	eyes	on	the
sides	of	their	head,	giving	them	a	total	of	six	eyes.	This	has	led	some	cultures	to	associate	the	number	six	with	wisdom	and	intuition.In	ancient	Greek	mythology,	the	goddess	Athena	is	often	depicted	with	an	owl	perched	on	her	shoulder.	Athena	was	the	goddess	of	wisdom,	and	the	owl	was	considered	to	be	her	sacred	animal.	The	Greeks	believed	that
owls	were	able	to	see	through	illusions	and	uncover	the	truth,	making	them	symbols	of	wisdom	and	knowledge.In	addition	to	their	association	with	wisdom	and	knowledge,	owls	are	also	valued	for	their	ability	to	see	in	the	dark.	Their	keen	eyesight	and	acute	hearing	make	them	well-adapted	to	hunting	at	night,	and	this	has	led	many	cultures	to	view
owls	as	protectors	or	guardians	of	the	night.	In	some	Native	American	cultures,	for	example,	the	owl	is	revered	as	a	spirit	guide	that	can	provide	protection	and	guidance.CultureOwl	SymbolismAncient	GreeceWisdom,	intuitionNative	AmericanSpirit	guide,	protectionChristianityWisdom,	watchfulnessOverall,	the	symbolism	of	owls	as	wise	and
knowledgeable	creatures	has	a	rich	history	and	has	been	embraced	by	many	different	cultures.	In	Bless	Me,	Ultima,	the	owl	serves	as	a	powerful	symbol	of	Antonios	journey	to	gain	wisdom	and	knowledge,	and	it	highlights	the	importance	of	seeking	guidance	from	those	who	are	wiser	and	more	experienced.The	Relationship	between	Owls	and
MagicThroughout	Rudolfo	Anayas	novel	Bless	Me,	Ultima,	owls	are	used	as	a	symbol	to	represent	magic.	Owls	are	believed	to	possess	magical	powers	and	are	often	associated	with	supernatural	events.	They	are	also	considered	as	messengers	of	the	underworld	and	the	afterlife.	In	the	novel,	owls	symbolize	the	powerful	magic	that	can	provide
guidance,	protection,	and	healing.Owls	possess	the	power	of	night	vision	which	represents	seeing	beyond	what	is	visible	to	the	ordinary	eye.	This	symbolizes	the	ability	to	perceive	spiritual	truths	that	are	hidden	from	the	physical	senses.	In	the	novel,	Ultima,	the	curandera,	possesses	this	ability	and	uses	it	to	heal	and	guide	people.Owls	are	wise
creatures	that	represent	knowledge	and	wisdom.	They	are	revered	for	their	mental	and	emotional	intelligence	and	are	believed	to	have	the	ability	to	access	ancient	knowledge.	This	symbolizes	the	power	of	spiritual	wisdom	that	can	only	be	accessed	through	inner-knowing	and	intuition.In	many	cultures,	owls	are	believed	to	have	the	power	to
transform	and	shape-shift.	This	symbolizes	the	power	of	transformation	and	the	ability	to	transcend	ones	physical	limitations.	In	the	novel,	Ultima	is	portrayed	as	having	the	ability	to	transform	into	an	owl	which	highlights	her	spiritual	potency	and	her	connection	to	the	supernatural	world.Furthermore,	the	number	7	is	a	significant	number	associated
with	magic	and	mysticism.	In	the	novel,	the	number	7	is	used	to	represent	the	seven	magical	powers	that	Ultima	possesses.	These	powers	are:	seeing,	hearing,	smelling,	knowing,	doing,	curing,	and	communicating.	Ultima	is	perceived	as	a	powerful	sorceress	who	uses	these	powers	to	heal	the	sick	and	protect	her	people.Magical	Powers	of	Ultima
(represented	by	the	number	7)DescriptionSeeingPerceiving	hidden	truths	and	seeing	beyond	the	physical	world.HearingReceiving	messages	from	the	spiritual	world	and	communicating	with	the	dead.SmellingUsing	the	sense	of	smell	to	detect	illness	and	spiritual	disturbances.KnowingAccessing	ancient	knowledge	through	intuition	and	spiritual
insight.DoingPerforming	magical	rituals	and	spells	to	influence	the	physical	world.CuringUsing	herbs	and	spiritual	healing	to	cure	physical	and	emotional	illnesses.CommunicatingAbility	to	communicate	with	spirits,	animals,	and	other	supernatural	beings.Overall,	the	owls	symbolization	of	magic	and	the	representation	of	the	number	7	in	Bless	Me,
Ultima	highlights	the	power	of	supernatural	forces	and	the	importance	of	spiritual	knowledge	and	awareness.	The	Owls	Connection	to	Femininity	and	FertilityIn	the	novel	Bless	Me,	Ultima,	the	owl	is	not	only	a	symbol	of	wisdom	but	also	of	femininity	and	fertility.	The	owl	appears	to	Tony	when	the	silent	moon	was	high	and	full	(Anaya	140).	This	is
significant	because	the	moon	is	also	associated	with	femininity.	The	owl	is	a	creature	of	the	night	and	is	connected	to	the	moon,	which	makes	it	a	feminine	symbol.In	some	Native	American	cultures,	the	owl	is	a	symbol	of	fertility	and	is	associated	with	the	goddess	of	fertility.The	female	owl	is	also	known	for	her	nurturing	qualities.	She	is	fiercely
protective	of	her	young	and	will	do	anything	to	keep	them	safe.The	owls	connection	to	femininity	and	fertility	is	also	evident	in	the	way	it	is	portrayed	in	the	novel.	In	one	scene,	Tony	sees	an	owl	flying	towards	Tenorios	house.	He	later	finds	out	that	Tenorios	two	daughters	have	died.	This	is	significant	because	the	owl	is	associated	with	childbirth,	and
the	death	of	Tenorios	daughters	symbolizes	the	end	of	his	bloodline.Furthermore,	the	owl	is	depicted	as	a	caretaker	of	the	land.	It	is	said	to	inhabit	the	juniper	trees	and	the	rocky	escarpments	(Anaya	139).	The	owls	connection	to	the	land	also	represents	its	connection	to	fertility,	as	it	is	through	the	land	that	crops	grow	and	new	life	is
born.SymbolMeaningOwlWisdom,	femininity,	fertility,	protection,	caretaker	of	the	landOverall,	the	owl	symbolizes	femininity	and	fertility	in	the	novel	Bless	Me,	Ultima.	Its	connection	to	the	moon,	childbirth,	and	the	land	all	point	to	its	association	with	these	qualities.	As	Tony	navigates	the	challenges	of	growing	up	in	a	complex	and	often	violent
world,	the	owl	serves	as	a	reminder	of	the	importance	of	nurturing,	caring	for	others,	and	protecting	what	is	precious.Owls	as	Symbols	of	Change	and	TransformationThroughout	Bless	Me,	Ultima,	the	owl	serves	as	a	symbol	of	change	and	transformation.	It	can	be	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	growth	and	the	evolution	of	the	human	experience.	Here,	we
will	delve	deeper	into	the	significance	of	the	number	9	and	its	relationship	to	the	owl.The	number	9	holds	tremendous	significance	in	spirituality	and	mythology.	In	Christianity,	it	represents	completeness	and	finality,	as	Jesus	died	on	the	cross	at	the	9th	hour.	In	Hinduism,	there	are	9	planets	and	9	realms	of	existence.	In	many	indigenous	cultures,
such	as	the	Navajo,	9	symbolizes	the	end	of	a	cycle.	It	is	no	coincidence	that	there	are	9	owls	in	Ultimas	owl	jar,	each	one	representing	a	year	of	growth	and	change	for	Antonio.The	final	owl,	which	is	said	to	represent	Antonios	future,	is	a	powerful	symbol	of	his	impending	transformation	into	adulthood	and	a	new	cycle	of	growth	and	change.	As	the
owl	jar	breaks,	it	signifies	the	breaking	of	cycles	and	the	beginning	of	new	ones.	In	this	way,	the	owl	serves	as	a	powerful	symbol	for	personal	transformation	and	growth.	It	reminds	us	that	change	is	a	natural	part	of	life,	and	that	we	must	embrace	it	in	order	to	continue	evolving	and	growing	as	individuals.SymbolismMeaningOwl	JarRepresents
Antonios	stages	of	growth	and	transformation9	OwlsEach	owl	represents	a	year	of	growth	for	AntonioFinal	OwlSymbolizes	Antonios	impending	transformation	into	adulthood	and	a	new	cycle	of	growthBroken	JarSignifies	the	breaking	of	cycles	and	the	beginning	of	new	onesThe	owl	symbolizes	change	and	transformation	because	it	goes	through	a
metamorphosis	during	its	lifetime,	transforming	from	a	helpless	chick	to	a	wise,	powerful	predator.	As	Antonio	observes	the	owls	in	Ultimas	care,	he	too	undergoes	a	similar	transformation:	from	a	naive,	innocent	child	to	a	wiser,	more	introspective	young	adult.	The	owl	serves	as	a	constant	reminder	that	change	is	inevitable,	but	it	is	also	an
opportunity	for	growth	and	personal	evolution.The	Cultural	Symbolism	of	Owls	in	Modern	SocietyThroughout	history,	owls	have	been	associated	with	a	variety	of	cultural	symbols	around	the	world.	These	symbols	range	from	wisdom	and	learning	to	darkness	and	death.	In	the	novel	Bless	Me,	Ultima,	the	owl	appears	as	a	symbol	of	spiritual	guidance,
but	what	does	the	owl	symbolize	in	modern	society?	Lets	take	a	closer	look	at	the	cultural	symbolism	of	owls	in	the	21st	century.The	Number	10In	numerology,	the	number	10	is	associated	with	the	concept	of	completion	and	fulfillment.	The	owl,	with	its	sharp	intuition	and	wise	nature,	embodies	this	idea	of	reaching	a	state	of	completion	or	fulfillment.
The	number	10	also	represents	the	idea	of	cycles,	as	there	are	ten	digits	in	the	decimal	system.	This	reinforces	the	owls	symbolism	of	cycles	of	life,	death,	and	rebirth.Number	10	represents	completion	and	fulfillmentSymbolism	of	cycles	of	life,	death,	and	rebirthThe	Owl	as	a	Spiritual	GuideIn	many	cultures,	owls	are	seen	as	spiritual	guides	that	offer
wisdom	and	insight.	In	Native	American	mythology,	the	owl	is	considered	to	be	a	messenger	of	secrets	and	hidden	knowledge.	Similarly,	the	ancient	Greeks	associated	the	owl	with	Athena,	the	goddess	of	wisdom.	Today,	many	people	view	owls	as	spiritual	beings	that	offer	guidance	and	direction	on	their	life	journey.Table:	Cultural	Symbolism	of	Owls
Across	the	WorldRegion/CultureOwl	SymbolismNative	AmericanMessenger	of	secrets	and	hidden	knowledgeAncient	GreeceAssociated	with	Athena,	goddess	of	wisdomJapanSymbol	of	good	fortune	and	prosperityWest	AfricaSymbol	of	mysticism	and	protectionOverall,	the	cultural	imagery	and	symbolism	of	owls	have	evolved	and	diversified	throughout
the	years.	In	modern	society,	the	owl	has	transformed	into	an	iconic	emblem	of	wisdom,	intuition,	and	spiritual	guidance.	Whether	its	through	literature,	art,	or	mythology,	the	owl	continues	to	fascinate	and	inspire	us,	reminding	us	of	the	beauty	and	mystery	of	life.FAQs:	What	Does	the	Owl	Symbolize	in	Bless	Me	Ultima?1.	What	does	the	owl
represent	in	Bless	Me	Ultima?The	owl	represents	the	guidance	and	spiritual	wisdom	that	Ultima	holds	for	Antonio.2.	Why	is	Ultima	often	associated	with	the	owl	in	the	novel?Ultima	is	associated	with	the	owl	because	of	her	strong	connection	to	nature	and	her	spiritual	abilities.3.	What	does	the	owls	presence	during	Antonios	dreams	symbolize?The
owls	presence	during	Antonios	dreams	represents	Ultima	watching	over	him	and	guiding	him	on	his	spiritual	journey.4.	Is	the	owl	a	positive	or	negative	symbol	in	the	novel?The	owl	is	a	positive	symbol	in	the	novel	as	it	represents	wisdom,	guidance,	and	protection.5.	What	role	does	the	owl	play	in	Antonios	journey?The	owl	plays	a	significant	role	in
Antonios	journey	as	it	serves	as	a	connection	between	him	and	Ultima,	helping	him	to	understand	his	own	identity	and	beliefs.6.	How	does	the	owl	relate	to	Antonios	conflict	between	Catholicism	and	traditional	spiritual	beliefs?The	owl	symbolizes	a	balance	between	Catholicism	and	traditional	spiritual	beliefs,	showing	that	both	can	coexist	and
provide	guidance	on	Antonios	journey.7.	What	does	the	owl	ultimately	teach	Antonio?The	owl	ultimately	teaches	Antonio	about	the	power	of	spiritual	guidance	and	the	importance	of	connecting	with	nature	and	ones	own	inner	self.The	Wise	Symbolism	of	the	OwlIn	Bless	Me	Ultima,	the	owl	symbolizes	the	spiritual	guidance	and	wisdom	that	Ultima
holds	for	Antonio.	Associated	with	Ultimas	own	strong	connection	to	nature	and	her	spiritual	abilities,	the	owl	plays	a	significant	role	in	Antonios	journey	by	providing	guidance	and	protection.	As	the	novel	explores	Antonios	inner	conflict	between	Catholicism	and	traditional	spiritual	beliefs,	the	owl	represents	a	balance	between	the	two	belief
systems,	ultimately	teaching	Antonio	the	power	of	spiritual	guidance	and	the	importance	of	connecting	with	nature	and	ones	own	inner	self.	Thank	you	for	reading	and	we	hope	you	visit	again	soon!	
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