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Plan	an	epic	Halloween	party	and	don’t	forget	a	single	thing	with	this	helpful	Halloween	Party	Checklist.	It	will	free	up	your	mind	so	you	can	think	of	creative	Halloween	Ideas	instead.	If	you’re	like	me,	the	fun	part	of	party	planning	is	the	creative	part	–	creating	the	theme,	decorating	the	cupcakes,	and	designing	costumes.	But	trying	to	figure	out
when	to	choose	a	location	or	whether	you	bought	the	drinks	all	takes	away	from	your	creative	energy.	This	checklist	breaks	down	exactly	what	you	need	to	do	and	when	you	need	to	do	it.	That	way,	you	can	space	out	all	of	the	tasks!	You	won’t	be	stressed	out,	just	effortlessly	checking	things	off	the	list.	And	the	best	part	of	all	is	that	this	checklist	is
completely	free!	Halloween	will	be	here	very	soon,	so	grab	the	checklist	and	start	planning	your	party.	When	you	download	the	free	Halloween	checklist,	what	will	you	get?	There	are	three	pages	in	the	checklist.	The	first	page	is	full	of	pretty	much	any	Halloween	printable	you	might	need.	There	are	links	to	printable	costume	awards,	wine	bottle
labels,	and	even	activity	sheets	for	kids.	Then,	the	checklist	is	on	the	second	page,	It	splits	up	your	tasks	by	when	you	should	do	them.	It	will	take	you	from	a	month	before	the	party	up	to	the	week	of	the	party.	This	is	the	most	important	part	of	the	packet.	And	the	last	page	is	filled	with	links	to	costume	ideas.	Whether	you’re	looking	for	funny
costumes,	costumes	for	adults,	or	scary	costumes,	there	is	something	for	everyone	on	this	list.	See?	It’s	so	much	more	than	just	a	checklist!	Grab	this	free	bundle,	it	will	help	you	start	planning	your	Halloween	party.	Can	you	plan	a	party	without	it?	Sure	you	can!	But	all	the	tasks	are	laid	out	so	neatly	that	you’ll	love	having	this	one	thing	prepared	for
you.	The	best	way	to	accomplish	a	big	task	–	like	planning	a	Halloween	party	–	is	to	split	it	up	into	smaller	tasks,	over	a	longer	period	of	time.	This	way,	you	won’t	be	scrambling	to	do	everything	all	at	once	the	week	before	the	party.	In	this	Halloween	Party	Checklist,	all	of	the	tasks	are	split	up	over	a	month.	All	of	the	biggest	tasks	–	like	setting	the
budget	and	finding	the	location	–	should	be	done	a	month	before	the	party.	This	is	especially	important	if	you	live	in	a	busy	area	where	things	get	booked	quickly.	Then,	by	the	time	the	party	week	gets	here,	all	you	will	have	to	do	is	buy	or	make	the	food	and	decorate.	The	checklist	really	takes	all	the	stress	out	of	party	planning!	In	fact,	you	might	just
wonder	how	you	ever	planned	a	party	without	it.	As	you	plan	your	Halloween	party,	here	are	some	more	ideas	that	you’ll	love	too!	Use	them	at	your	party	for	a	fun	time.	I	have	so	many	more	Halloween	ideas	too	–	just	browse	through	them	all	and	pick	out	your	favorites!	There	you	have	it!	Did	you	get	the	free	Halloween	Party	Checklist	yet?	Download
it	and	start	checking	things	off	your	list.	The	party	is	almost	planned!	Bio	Facebook	Latest	Posts	The	key	to	planning	a	perfect	Halloween	party	is	using	a	well-thought-out	Halloween	party	checklist.	Having	a	list	will	help	you	save	time	(you	don't	have	to	make	it	yourself),	save	money	(you	won't	binge-buy	if	you	know	what	you're	getting),	and	most
importantly,	have	fun!	Here's	everything	you	need	to	think	about	when	putting	together	the	ultimate	Halloween	bash.	The	first	step	to	throwing	a	fabulous	Halloween	party	is	deciding	what	to	serve.	From	peeled	grapes	to	spooky	punch	to	popcorn	balls,	you've	got	tons	of	options	to	choose	from.	Think	about	your	guests	and	what	they	might	want	or
expect	at	a	Halloween	party.	And	most	importantly,	have	fun!	Set	out	glass	jars	loaded	with	different	types	of	candies	and	mini	scoops,	and	let	guests	fill	their	own	goodie	bags	to	take	home.	Stock	up	on	a	variety	of	treats,	from	gross	gummy	body	parts	(feet,	ears,	and	eyeballs)	to	classics	like	Pixy	Stix	and	Bazooka.	No	Halloween	party	would	be
complete	without	a	spooky	punch.	Serve	one	that's	blood-red,	ghoulish	green,	putrid	purple,	orange,	or	black,	and	use	dry	ice	to	create	an	eerie	mist.	Keep	a	stash	of	these	essentials	in	colors	and	patterns	that	match	your	scheme.	A	festive	covering	will	make	your	everyday	tables	party-ready	in	an	instant.	Count	your	platters	beforehand	to	ensure
there	is	enough	space	for	all	your	party	treats.	Make	a	list	or	label	each	dish	with	a	sticky	note	or	masking	tape	to	keep	track	of	which	food	goes	with	which	platter.	If	you're	serving	alcoholic	drinks,	plan	on	three	to	four	cocktails	per	guest	for	a	two-	to	three-hour	party.	And	don't	forget	to	include	something	alcohol-free	and	fun	for	the	teetotalers	and
kids	in	your	group.	Make	sure	to	have	heatproof	cups	on	hand	if	you're	serving	anything	hot,	like	mulled	cider.	Serve	plenty	of	savory	items	to	balance	out	all	that	Halloween	sugar.	For	less	stress,	make	as	many	items	ahead	of	time	as	you	can.	Cupcakes	and	cookies	are	easy	for	guests	to	eat	and	fun	to	decorate	for	Halloween	(for	example:	cookies
shaped	like	ghosts	and	cats	and	cupcakes	topped	with	orange	frosting	or	mini	pumpkin	candies).	For	even	more	holiday	spirit,	make	pumpkin	cupcakes	and	decorate	them	with	candy	corn.	Or	try	using	Halloween	candy	in	creative	ways:	Serve	a	Twix	cheesecake	pie	or	make	chocolate	bark	decorated	with	candy	corn.	Nothing	says	Halloween	like	some
spooky	music,	a	good	slasher	film	playing	in	the	background,	and	some	fun	accessories	your	guests	can	put	on	if	they	"forgot"	their	costumes.	Even	if	you're	not	throwing	a	costume	party,	having	a	photo	area	with	fun	accouterments	lets	everyone	document	your	unforgettable	party!	Put	together	a	playful	playlist	of	favorite	songs,	such	as	The	Doors'
"People	Are	Strange"	and	Michael	Jackson's	"Thriller,"	or	invest	in	a	soundtrack	of	creepy	sound	effects.	Try	Martha	Stewart	Living's	Spooky	Scary	Sounds	(which	includes	knives	being	sharpened,	thumping	heartbeats,	and	howling	winds)	or	Halloween	Horrorscapes,	which	features	tracks	titled	"Blood	Hunt"	and	"Alone	at	the	Cabin"	(including
thunder,	screams,	snarling	monsters,	and	chainsaws—definitely	not	for	the	faint	of	heart).	Play	classic	horror	films	in	the	background	(on	mute	if	you	don't	want	the	sound	to	be	distracting)	to	get	guests	in	the	mood,	such	as	Friday	the	13th,	The	Exorcist,	or,	naturally,	Halloween.	For	less	frightening	movies	that	still	set	the	tone,	try	The	Addams
Family,	Beetlejuice,	or—the	best	feel-good	Halloween	flick	ever—It's	the	Great	Pumpkin,	Charlie	Brown.	Whether	you're	hosting	a	costume	party	or	not,	it's	always	fun	to	have	some	extra	dress-up	items	around.	Set	out	some	masks	and	wigs,	plastic	fangs,	hats,	a	cape,	a	tiara,	a	feather	boa—whatever	suits	your	fancy—and	let	your	guests	get	creative.
Designate	a	friend	or	family	member	as	the	party	photographer	so	you'll	have	one	less	thing	to	worry	about.	If	you	want	your	Halloween	party	to	be	heavily	photographed,	set	up	a	photo	booth	(even	just	a	space	with	a	blank	wall)	and	a	few	Insta-worthy	vignettes	to	encourage	guests	to	post.	Halloween	seems	to	begin	earlier	and	earlier	every	year,
and	decor	marks	the	arrival	of	the	true	spirit	of	Halloween.	Pumpkins,	cobwebs,	bats,	brooms—this	is	where	you	can	let	your	imagination	run	wild.	And	don't	forget	the	candles;	mood	lighting	is	a	crucial	element	of	any	good	Halloween	bash.	Greet	guests	with	a	lineup	of	these	lighted	hosts	on	your	stoop	or	porch.	Display	these	in	clusters	around	your
home.	Try	different	ways	of	dressing	up	your	pumpkins—spray	them	with	metallic	paint	for	a	golden	glow	or	use	chalkboard	paint	to	make	faces	or	write	messages	(a	great	project	for	the	kids).	To	create	the	right	atmosphere,	hang	cobwebs	and	spiders	in	the	corners	of	your	room,	let	bats	and	banners	dangle	from	the	ceiling,	and	go	all-out	with
festive	or	frightening	decor.	Halloween	is	one	holiday	when	it's	OK	to	be	over-the-top.	Scatter	lots	of	votives	throughout	your	party	and	group	pillars	of	varying	heights	and	sizes	together.	Display	a	candelabra	for	dramatic	flair.	Now	that	you've	got	your	snacks,	decorations,	and	ambiance	set,	it's	time	to	talk	party	activities.	Whether	you	host	a
costume	contest,	stage	a	murder	mystery,	or	simply	tell	scary	stories	around	a	candlelit	table,	your	guests	are	sure	to	leave	your	party	in	high	spirits!	This	is	a	must	for	any	Halloween	party.	Set	up	a	voting	station	with	a	discreet	ballot	box	and	pieces	of	paper	for	guests	to	cast	their	votes	for	best	costume,	but	make	sure	people	don't	start	voting	until
everyone	has	arrived.	(You	can	also	add	categories,	like	"scariest	costume"	or	"funniest	costume.")	Then,	set	a	cutoff	time	at	some	point	in	the	night	and	reveal	the	winner	(or	winners).	If	you	really	want	to	encourage	everyone	to	bring	their	A-game,	tease	some	enviable	prizes	when	you	send	out	your	party	invites.	A	classic	party	game,	this	is	a	perfect
fit	for	Halloween.	There	are	a	few	different	ways	you	can	play	this—so	research	some	different	murder	mystery	party	ideas	ahead	of	time,	plan	out	your	story	for	the	evening,	and	make	sure	to	fill	guests	in	on	all	the	rules	and	details.	When	guests	arrive,	attach	a	sticky	note	to	their	forehead	or	back	with	the	name	of	a	Halloween	character.	They	won't
know	what	the	note	says,	so	they'll	have	to	rely	on	other	guests	to	give	them	hints	throughout	the	night.	This	game	is	a	great	way	to	encourage	guests	to	mingle	with	each	other.	When	the	night	is	winding	down,	and	maybe	a	few	guests	have	headed	out	for	the	evening,	encourage	the	brave	remaining	guests	to	gather	around	for	some	scary	stories.
There	are	a	couple	of	different	ways	to	play	movie	games.	First,	you	can	place	props	around	the	room	that	guests	have	to	identify	(think:	hockey	mask	for	Friday	the	13th).	Another	movie-themed	game	is	to	put	quotes	from	famous	horror	films	("Heeeere's	Johnny!",	"What's	your	favorite	scary	movie?")	in	a	hat	and	have	everyone	guess	the	movie.	Or
there's	the	standard	party	game	of	charades,	but	make	all	the	options	horror	movie	scenes.	Are	you	on	the	hunt	for	the	perfect	Halloween	Party	Checklist?	With	the	end	of	Summer	and	the	onset	of	fall	comes	many	things:	a	new	school	year,	colder	weather,	pumpkin	spice	flavored	everything,	and	most	importantly,	spooky	season.	That	means	it's	time
to	carve	or	decorate	pumpkins	and	jam	out	to	the	Monster	Mash.	We’re	here	to	help	with	the	more	~spooky~	task	of	planning	a	party.	Don’t	get	scared	yet!	Using	the	expertly	curated	Halloween	Party	Checklist	will	make	planning	the	perfect	Halloween	party	so	easy	you’ll	forget	the	holiday	was	even	ever	scary.	Below	are	some	reasons	to	download
and	use	our	step-by-step	guide	for	all	of	your	Halloween	party	planning	needs.	5	Reasons	Not	to	Be	Scared	of	Our	Halloween	Party	Checklist	1.	An	Automatic	Timeline	When	it	comes	to	preparing	for	a	party,	you	may	be	wondering	-	how	long	does	it	take	to	plan	a	Halloween	party?	We	believe	that	it’s	all	up	to	you!	Depending	on	your	schedule,	the
amount	of	time	you	give	yourself	to	plan	your	party	can	be	completely	different	from	what	most	checklists	on	the	web	give.	To	avoid	feeling	anxious	and	“behind”	before	you	even	start,	use	our	checklist	and	enter	the	date	that	you	plan	to	hold	your	party	(if	not	the	day	of).	From	there,	all	of	the	tasks	that	you	assign	yourself	will	be	autoscaled	to	have
their	own	due	date!	2.	Event-specific	Are	you	tired	of	seeing	the	same	generic	party	planning	checklist?	Don’t	worry-	this	one	was	created	specifically	for	Halloween	parties.	3.	Visuals	Our	easy-to-follow	template	allows	you	to	stay	organized	by	task	and	see	which	should	have	higher	priority.	Find	the	spooky	venue	you	were	looking	for?	Check	the	box
in	the	row	for	choosing	a	venue,	and	watch	it	turn	green.	This	makes	it	easy	to	keep	track	of	which	tasks	are	complete.	Did	you	become	busier	than	expected?	Approaching	due	dates	turn	yellow.	If	a	task	passes	without	completion,	it	will	turn	red	on	its	assigned	date.	This	will	keep	you	from	falling	too	far	behind	and	help	you	prioritize	tasks.	4.
Helpful	Links	In	addition	to	helping	plan	your	time,	the	checklist	connects	to	a	surplus	of	other	great	resources	in	a	single	click.	Want	to	survey	your	friends	or	parents	to	find	the	best	time	to	hold	your	party?	Links	to	useful	websites	and	apps	are	included.	Need	to	find	some	spooky	treats	or	decorations?	Easily	find	every	service	-	from	caterers	to
decorators	-	you	need	in	one	place.	Budgeting	is	a	huge	part	of	party	planning.	It	doesn’t	need	to	be	difficult,	though!	Just	use	our	budget	worksheet,	created	just	for	Halloween	parties!	A	link	to	this	sheet	will	be	included	in	the	checklist.	Want	to	get	the	creative	juices	flowing	with	some	party	tips	and	ideas?	We’ll	link	right	to	the	articles	you	need.	5.
Shareable	This	checklist	can	be	shared	with	anyone	who	has	a	Gmail	account	to	make	planning	with	others	simple.	Collaboration	is	easy	because	everyone	can	edit	the	page	simultaneously!	How	to	Use	Our	Halloween	Party	Planning	Checklist	Simply	click	the	download	button	below	to	get	started.	We	have	created	a	step-by-step	guide	to	take	you
through	using	our	checklists:	how	to	share	your	checklists	with	fellow	planners,	how	to	add/edit/delete	tasks,	how	to	sort/filter/reorder	tasks,	and	more.	Halloween	Party	Planning	Checklist:	Conclusion	Whether	you	have	trick-or-treaters,	you	are	a	trick-or-treater	yourself,	or	you	just	love	a	good	costume	party,	Easy	Event	Planning	has	thought	of	every
detail	to	plan	the	ultimate	Halloween	party.	Use	the	checklist	as	a	blueprint	for	planning	a	spooky	scary	soiree	or	fun	family	get-together.	Written	by	Katie	Fruehauf	and	Jennifer	Hoang;	Contributor:	Jack	Leduc	Welcome	to	Halloween	Party	Planning	101,	where	you’ll	learn	how	to	plan	a	Halloween	party	for	adults	or	kids	effectively	to	ensure	it’s	a
huge	hit.	If	you’ve	never	hosted	a	Halloween	party	before,	or	you	have	but	it	wasn’t	entirely	successful,	this	crash	course	is	definitely	for	you.	Coming	up	with	Halloween	party	ideas	for	adults	or	kids	can	be	challenging,	but	that’s	just	the	beginning.	There	are	12	critical	things	you	absolutely	must	consider	in	order	to	host	a	successful	Halloween	party.
As	with	most	things,	the	best	place	to	start	is	usually	at	the	beginning,	which	is	precisely	what	we’ll	do	here.	We’ll	get	into	some	details	around	specific	themes	and	topics	here	on	Halloween	Party	Experts	(see	the	menu	sections),	but	for	now	let’s	make	sure	you’ve	considered	all	the	basics,	which	we’ll	organize	into	the	following	categories:	Take	a
moment	to	learn	more	about	each	of	these	key	considerations	and	gain	insight	that	will	set	you	up	for	success.	You’ll	also	find	some	genuinely	useful	tips	and	recommendations	to	help	you	and	your	guests	get	the	most	out	of	your	party.	1.	Guests	Keeping	your	guests	top-of-mind	is	the	absolute	key	to	hosting	a	great	Halloween	party,	and	it	should
inform	every	decision	that	follows.	If	you	haven’t	decided	who	you	intend	to	invite	yet,	do	so	first.	After	all,	a	children’s	party	is	quite	different	from	an	adults-only	party,	which	in	turn	can	be	different	from	one	where	family	or	co-workers	are	present.	Ask	yourself:	What	is	the	age	range?	Is	this	a	children’s	party,	an	all	ages	party,	or	a	drinking-age-only
party?	How	large	of	a	crowd	are	you	hoping	to	attract?	Will	the	crowd	be	made	up	mostly	of	singles,	couples,	or	families?	Will	you	be	inviting	mostly	family,	friends,	or	co-workers?	Are	the	majority	of	these	people	dancers,	drinkers,	or	minglers?	Will	guests	be	allowed	to	bring	friends?	If	so,	will	you	limit	at	+1	or	leave	it	open?	Do	any	of	them	not	get
along	with	other	invitees?	This	can	be	a	tricky	situation.	I	generally	prefer	to	invite	everyone	I	would	like	to	see	there	regardless	of	politics,	and	let	them	work	out	for	themselves	whether	they	want	to	attend.	That	said,	you	may	want	to	take	any	potential	conflict	into	consideration	from	the	start,	particularly	if	it	might	impact	some	of	your	favourite
guests.	If	you’re	concerned	about	party	crashers,	you	can	read	my	post	on	effective	ways	to	deal	with	them.	Likewise,	if	you’re	hosting	a	children’s	Halloween	party	and	need	ideas	beyond	what	I’ve	covered	in	this	article,	feel	free	to	check	out	the	Ideas>Kids	Stuff	section.	Back	to	top	2.	Time	&	Place	Once	you	know	the	size	of	the	crowd,	you	can
determine	the	best	place	to	host	your	Halloween	party.	Will	it	be	at	your	place,	a	friend’s	home,	or	will	you	need	to	rent	a	larger	space?	If	it’s	the	latter,	be	sure	to	book	the	hall	well	in	advance.	Ensure	everyone	knows	exactly	how	to	get	to	the	party,	and	where	to	park.	The	date	of	the	party	is	crucial	as	well.	I	typically	host	my	parties	on	a	Saturday
and	usually	the	week	before	Halloween,	even	if	October	31st	happens	to	fall	on	a	weekend.	I	do	this	because	I	don’t	want	to	compete	with	Halloween	itself,	as	many	people	–	particularly	out-of-town	guests	–	will	place	their	children’s	trick-or-treating	ahead	of	an	adult	party.	Typically	anytime	in	October	is	fine,	but	again,	keep	your	guests	in	mind.
Once	you’ve	established	the	location	and	date,	consider	the	duration,	start	and	time	of	the	party	as	well.	Most	Halloween	parties	(children	excepted)	tend	to	begin	when	it	starts	to	get	dark	outside.	I	live	in	the	Eastern	Time	Zone	and	at	my	house,	the	best	start	time	tends	to	be	around	8pm.	How	late	will	your	party	go?	For	kids,	2-3	hours	is	usually
plenty,	but	for	adults	you	may	want	to	specify	the	duration.	I’ve	stopped	indicating	the	end	time	for	my	own	parties	in	the	spirit	of	letting	people	have	as	much	fun	as	they	like	for	as	long	as	they	like,	but	truth	be	told,	we’ve	had	people	leave	the	house	as	late	as	6am	as	a	result.	Know	yourself	and	your	limits.	Make	sure	you’re	comfortable	staying	up
late	if	you	don’t	specify	an	end	time!	While	we’re	on	the	subject	of	time,	if	you’re	wondering	how	long	in	advance	to	plan	your	party,	check	out	my	post	on	that	very	subject	here.	Back	to	top	3.	Type	of	Party	The	word	“party”	means	different	things	to	different	people,	and	in	different	situations.	For	this	reason,	it’s	crucial	that	you	have	a	clear	picture
of	the	type	of	party	you’re	planning	on	hosting.	Remember	the	golden	rule:	keep	your	guests	in	mind.	That	means	not	only	having	the	kind	of	party	you	want	(you	need	to	enjoy	yourself	too	after	all,	otherwise	what’s	the	point?)	but	catering	to	the	types	of	guests	you’re	inviting	as	well.	Is	this	going	to	be	a	dance	party,	a	cocktail	party,	a	dinner	party,	a
children’s	party,	or	a	murder	mystery	party?	What	about	the	intensity	of	the	atmosphere?	Are	you	aiming	to	have	some	innocent	fun,	genuinely	frighten	grown	adults,	or	host	a	sexy	Halloween	party?	Keeping	your	guests	in	mind	also	means	ensuring	that	they	know	what	type	of	party	they’re	being	invited	to.	A	well-worded	invitation	can	help	with	this.
More	on	that	below.	Something	I’ve	done	in	the	past	is	hosted	a	children’s	party	on	Saturday	morning	for	a	couple	of	hours,	followed	by	a	drinking-age	party	at	8pm.	At	the	adult	party,	we	had	the	bar	and	dance	floor	downstairs	for	those	who	really	wanted	to	party,	and	the	food	and	mingling	upstairs	for	those	who	wanted	to	escape	the	commotion	and
catch	up	with	old	friends.	This	format	has	worked	so	well	for	me	that	it’s	my	default,	go-to	setup	nowadays	as	it	allows	me	to	cater	to	as	many	guest	types	as	possible.	People	really	enjoy	themselves	and	talk	about	the	party	for	weeks	afterwards,	and	look	forward	to	the	next	one	all	year.	This	isn’t	to	suggest	that	mine	is	the	only	approach.	There	are
many	ways	to	have	a	highly	successful	Halloween	party.	Tailor	yours	to	your	own	tastes,		while	keeping	your	guests	in	mind,	and	you’ll	be	on	the	right	track.	Back	to	top	4.	Theme	Will	your	party	have	a	theme	or	will	it	be	an	open,	generic	Halloween	celebration?	People	tend	to	have	a	great	time	regardless	of	whether	or	not	there’s	a	theme,	but	it’s	a
question	that	guests	tend	to	ask,	particularly	when	they’re	thinking	of	what	costume	to	wear,	so	you	should	have	your	answer	ready.	Considering	whether	you	want	a	theme	is	also	important	as	it	impacts	not	only	costumes,	but	also	decor,	music,	and	sometimes	even	food	and	drinks	as	well.	Here	are	some	popular	themes	to	help	spark	your
brainstorming	session:	Children’s	parties:	Pirates,	Ghosts,	Clowns,	Monster	High,	Scooby-Doo,	Hotel	Transylvania,	The	Nightmare	Before	Christmas,	The	Corpse	Bride,	Superheroes,	Princesses,	Animals	Adult	parties:	Zombie	Apocalypse,	Game	of	Thrones,	Haunted	House,	Vampires,	Vampire	Nurse,	Mad	Scientist,	Classic	Monsters,	Masquerade,
Medieval/Fantasy,	Egypt/Mummies,	Eighties	(or	1950s/60s/70s),	Western,	Murder	Mystery,	Motorcycle	Gang,	Rave/Club,	Cannibal/Tribal,	Aliens/UFO,	Superheroes,	Pirates,	Fall/Autumn	Check	out	the	Ideas	section	for	more	details	on	how	to	incorporate	some	of	these	themes	into	your	next	Halloween	party.	Back	to	top	5.	Costumes	People	will	want	to
know	whether	costumes	are	mandatory.	They’ll	also	want	to	know	what	kind	of	costume	to	wear,	which	is	why	deciding	on	a	theme	is	helpful.	Keep	in	mind	that	there	is	absolutely	nothing	wrong	with	an	open,	generic	‘wear-any-costume-you-want’	theme	–	just	be	sure	to	communicate	the	expectations	in	your	invitations.	I	used	to	write	“Costumes
strongly	encouraged”	in	my	invitations,	but	lately	I’ve	changed	it	to	“Costumes	required.”	It’s	really	a	matter	of	personal	preference.	A	word	of	advice	–	make	sure	that	as	the	host,	you	have	your	costume	ready	to	go	well	in	advance,	with	enough	time	to	try	it	on	and	return	or	alter	it	if	necessary.	The	last	thing	you	want	is	for	people	to	put	all	this	effort
into	their	costumes	and	to	have	yours	be	rather	lacking.	As	the	host,	many	of	your	guests	may	look	to	you	as	a	bit	of	an	expert	so	it’s	good	to	put	your	best	foot	forward	whenever	possible.	Speaking	of	expertise,	your	guests	may	ask	you	for	costume	ideas.	It	can	be	surprising	how	many	people	really	don’t	know	what	to	dress	up	as	for	a	Halloween
costume	party.	I’ve	taken	to	putting	images	of	sample	costumes	or	thematic	characters	on	my	Facebook	Event	page	whenever	I’m	planning	a	party.	It	keeps	the	conversation	going	on	Facebook	and	provides	some	really	great	inspiration	for	costumes.	Another	common	concern	is	around	the	cost	of	costumes	and	accessories.	Some	guests	may	choose
to	make	their	own	costume	because	they	are	highly	creative	and/or	unable	to	afford	purchasing	one.	A	good	host	is	able	to	offer	suggestions	around	costume	ideas	and	retail	or	online	stores	where	guests	can	purchase	what	they	need.	People	really	appreciate	the	extra	help,	particularly	when	they	make	a	point	of	saying	something	like,	“I	have	no	idea
what	to	go	as.”	There	are	numerous	places	where	you	and	your	guests	can	buy	costumes,	but	I’m	partial	to	Spirit	Halloween	and	Amazon.com	(or	Amazon.ca	if	you’re	in	Canada)	because	of	their	wide	selection	and	fast	shipping.	I	would	also	recommend	Official	Costumes.	They	have	an	extensive	selection	of	Halloween	costumes	for	men,	women,	and
kids,	including	the	popular	licensed	stuff.	They’re	also	available	to	help	via	phone	and	live	chat	(not	just	email),	which	is	a	real	plus.	If	you	or	your	guests	prefer	to	make	your	own	costumes,	you	might	want	to	check	PandaHall	for	wholesale	prices	on	beads,	costume	jewelry,	temporary	tattoos,	accessories,	and	jewelry-making	supplies.	Back	to	top	6.
Invitations	The	best	invitations	are,	by	far,	hand-delivered,	hand-designed	hard	copies.	I	like	to	write	my	own	invitations	and	ensure	they	match	the	theme	of	the	party.	I	will	sometimes	print	them	on	parchment-style	paper,	roll	them	up	like	into	scrolls,	and	tie	them	with	a	thin	strip	of	brown,	black,	or	orange	leather.	I	would	then	hand-deliver	them	to
all	my	local	guests.	Out-of-town	guests	would	receive	the	same	invitation	folded	and	mailed	via	the	postal	service.	Of	course,	you	can	also	purchase	ready-made	invitations	if	you	don’t	have	the	time	or	creative	mind	to	design	your	own.	In	today’s	world,	social	media	goes	a	really	long	way	to	help	reach	guests	and	generate	buzz.	Create	an	Event	page
on	Facebook	for	your	party	and	invite	your	guests	(at	least	those	who	are	on	Facebook).	Be	sure	to	update	it	regularly	but	don’t	overwhelm	your	guests.	The	last	thing	you	want	to	do	is	harass	your	friends	into	attending	your	party!	Another	great	benefit	of	the	Facebook	Event	page	is	the	automatic	reminders	that	appear	on	your	friends’	news	feeds	as
the	event	approaches.	If	you’re	creating	an	Event	page	on	Facebook,	will	you	allow	guests	to	be	able	to	see	who	else	was	invited?	My	approach	of	choice	is	to	use	both	the	hand-delivered	hard	invitation	with	a	Facebook	Event	page.	That	way	I	keep	my	guests	in	mind	(the	golden	rule,	remember?)	and	cater	to	their	various	tastes	and	preferences.	This
also	gives	them	more	options	to	RSVP:	Facebook,	email,	or	phone.	If	you	plan	on	using	this	kind	of	combination,	however,	I	recommend	sending	the	hard	copies	first,	as	they	tend	to	have	more	of	an	impact,	particularly	when	they’re	unexpected.	Follow	them	with	a	Facebook	invitation	a	few	days	after	you	are	sure	everyone	has	received	the	hard
copies.	Regardless	of	what	you	choose,	your	invitations	should	include	some	basic	information:	Date	&	time	Location	(and	directions	if	required)	Theme	(if	applicable)	Costumes	(are	they	mandatory,	encouraged,	or	not	applicable?)	Drinks	(is	alcohol	being	served,	are	guests	expected	to	bring	their	own?)	Food	(are	you	serving	a	five-course	dinner	or
just	finger	foods?)	Are	your	guests	allowed	to	bring	friends?	RSVP	deadline	and	how	to	respond	(Facebook,	email,	phone?)	Back	to	top	7.	Decor	&	Props	While	it’s	not	everything,	decor	is	the	single	most	important	consideration	in	setting	the	mood	for	your	Halloween	party.	This	is	absolutely	determined	by	personal	choice	and	informed	by	the	theme
of	your	party	(if	there	is	one),	but	there	is	nevertheless	good	decor	and	bad	decor.	Like	anything	worth	doing,	decorating	the	space	for	your	party	is	worth	doing	well.	Take	the	time	to	make	and/or	purchase	only	the	decor	that	truly	reflects	the	mood	you’re	trying	to	achieve.	Now	that	you	know	what	type	of	party	you’re	having	and	who	the	guests	are,
you	should	have	a	pretty	good	idea	of	the	overall	effect	you’re	striving	for.	Keep	that	vision	in	mind	as	you	peruse	through	countless	decor	options.	Don’t	deviate	from	it	(at	least	not	too	much)	or	you	risk	a	hodge-podge	of	random	Halloween	stuff	scattered	about	everywhere,	which	is	definitely	not	what	you	want	–	unless	a	haphazard	look	is	your
theme	of	course!	Here	are	some	key	decor	elements	you’ll	want	to	consider:	Animatronics:	Moving	things	that	literally	go	bump	in	the	night	to	scare	your	guests!	What’s	a	zombie	party	without	a	crawling	zombie	to	chase	your	guests?	Check	out	my	post	on	how	to	choose	the	best	animatronics.	Props:	Static	props	to	spook	everyone,	from	skulls	and
saws	to	brooms	and	bats.	For	more	information,	read	my	post	on	how	to	choose	the	best	props.	Standees:	Life-size	cardboard	replicas	of	all	your	favourite	monsters	and	characters.	I	used	zombie	standees	for	my	zombie	apocalypse	party	and	they	were	extremely	well	received.	Cutouts:	Basic	cardboard	cutouts	you	can	stick	on	the	wall	with	sticky	tack;
I	found	some	great	glow-in-the-dark	ones	that	added	to	the	atmosphere	quite	nicely.	Blood	and	gore:	Dismembered	body	parts,	brains,	and	bloody	hand	prints	–	what’s	not	to	love?	I	like	to	put	bloody	hand	prints	on	the	bathroom	mirror	for	a	nice	surprise.	Outdoor	decorations:	Inflatables,	gravestones,	lanterns,	ghosts,	zombies,	and	witches,	to	name	a
few.	Jack-o-lanterns:	Classic	Halloween	must-haves	—	don’t	forget	the	flicker	lights,	carving	tools,	and	stencils!	Fall	decor:	Keep	your	decor	subtle	and	understated	with	autumn	leaves,	wreaths,	horns	of	plenty,	and	scarecrows.	Fog	machines:	Also	known	as	smoke	machines	or	foggers,	these	can	create	an	amazingly	eerie	effect,	but	be	careful	–	some
should	only	be	used	outdoors	for	safety	reasons.	Check	out	my	review	of	the	best	low-lying	fog	machines	if	you’re	looking	to	buy	one.	You	can	also	get	fog	machines	that	are	directly	incorporated	into	a	prop,	like	this	really	creepy	reaper	from	Cascio	Interstate	Music,	which	also	sells	standalone	foggers,	black	lights,	and	DJ	equipment:	Back	to	top	8.
Music	&	Sound	Effects	Let’s	take	a	moment	to	talk	about	sound.	Halloween	isn’t	just	about	scary-looking	things	after	all…	it’s	also	about	what	you	can’t	see,	and	what	you	hear	in	the	dark.	Regardless	of	the	type	of	Halloween	party	you’re	having,	you	may	want	to	consider	sound	effects	–	whether	they	play	all	night	outside,	or	indoors	just	until	the
music	starts	–	because	they	add	an	undeniable	creep	factor	to	your	spooky	night	of	mayhem.	That	is,	assuming	you	get	your	hands	on	some	realistic	sound	effects,	not	the	cheap	corny	stuff	that	sounds	like	a	man	and	woman	going	“meow”.	Be	sure	to	listen	before	you	pay,	or	at	the	very	least,	check	out	consumer	reviews.	You	can	also	check	out	my
recommendations	here.	I	sometimes	like	to	sprinkle	some	classical	instrumentals	like	the	very	popular	Toccata	and	Fugue	In	D	Minor	by	J.S.	Bach	into	my	sound	effects	as	well.	If	you’re	having	a	children’s	party,	you’ll	want	some	nice	child-friendly	Halloween	music	and	there	are	tons	of	mp3s	and	CDs	available	for	precisely	that	purpose.	Some	even
have	interactive	songs	that	kids	can	dance	and	move	to.	The	heavy	lifting	occurs	if	you’re	having	an	adult	dance	party,	as	keeping	the	mix	just	right	can	make	the	night.	Remember	the	golden	rule	and	ask	yourself	what	kind	of	music	your	guests	like.	Throw	in	some	Halloween	must-have	classics	(Thriller,	Ghostbusters,	and	Monster	Mash	to	name	a
few)	and	you’ll	be	on	the	right	track	–	no	pun	intended!	Then,	the	hard	part	–	if	you’re	not	hiring	a	DJ,	you’ll	want	to	invest	some	time	beat-matching	your	songs	until	you	have	the	ultimate	playlist.	Jumping	from	140	beats	per	minute	to	85	beats	per	minute	is	not	going	to	sound	right,	nor	will	it	feel	right,	and	people	will	notice.	There	are	incredibly
effective	DJ	apps	out	there	that	can	help	you	with	this	—	and	we’ll	delve	into	them	another	day	—	but	the	question	you	need	to	ask	yourself	is:	How	much	time,	effort,	and	money,	am	I	willing	to	spend	to	get	the	music	just	right?	If	you’re	looking	for	a	quicker	solution,	you	can	download	free	beat-mapping	software	that	will	analyze	your	playlist	for	you.
Personally,	I	use	the	free	BPM	Counter	from	AbyssMedia	for	this	purpose.	I	also	ensure	the	volume	is	more	or	less	the	same	across	my	playlist	by	normalizing	it	with	the	free	mp3Gain	app.	All	you	need	to	do	then	(more	or	less)	is	re-order	the	songs	so	they’re	not	more	than	5-10	BPMs	apart	(the	closer	the	better).	I’ve	done	this	on	my	Android	tablet
(with	the	free	Party	Mixer	app),	added	a	crossfade	to	eliminate	silence	between	songs,	and	let	the	tablet	play	all	night.	People	danced,	cheered,	and	had	a	great	time.	But	even	with	this	‘simpler’	approach,	I	must	be	honest:	out	of	everything	else	I	did	to	plan	that	party	months	in	advance,	it’s	the	playlist	that	took	the	most	of	my	time.	If	you’re	having	a
costume	dance	party	for	adults,	do	not	underestimate	the	importance	of	getting	the	music	right.	If	you’re	looking	to	save	some	time,	check	out	my	free,	ready-made	Halloween	playlist!	Back	to	top	9.	Food	Are	you	inviting	your	guests	to	a	full-course	dinner	or	simply	serving	finger	foods	and	horror	d’oeuvres	throughout	the	festivities?	Are	you	looking
to	prepare	your	food	from	scratch,	or	serve	the	tastiest	ready-to-serve	meals	and	snacks	you	can	find?	Consider	these	questions	carefully	as	they	will	determine	how	much	time	you	spend	in	the	kitchen,	possibly	away	from	your	guests.	There	are,	of	course,	countless	Halloween	recipes	to	help	you	serve	up	devilish	dishes	at	your	Halloween	party,	but
try	to	keep	them	as	closely	tied	to	your	theme	as	possible.	Children’s	parties	are	the	perfect	occasion	for	banana	ghosts,	candy	apples,	and	chocolate	spiders,	while	zombie	fingers	or	a	decapited	meat-head	are	very	a	propos	for	a	zombie	or	monster	party.	Check	out	the	Recipes	page	for	ideas.	Prepare	as	much	food	as	possible	before	the	day	of	the
party.	However	much	time	you	think	you’ll	need	to	spend	in	the	kitchen	during	the	party,	you	are	likely	underestimating.	Ask	for	help	if	you	need	it,	but	do	so	in	advance	of	the	party.	You	can	even	have	a	potluck.	Many	people	offer	to	bring	something,	so	you	can	easily	tell	them	to	bring	something	thematic.	Keep	track	of	how	many	appetizers,	main
courses,	and	desserts	you’re	expecting	so	that	you	can	focus	your	energy	on	filling	the	gaps.	Back	to	top	10.	Drinks	A	Brain	Hemorrhage	shooter	as	seen	from	the	top	in	one	of	my	open-skull	shotglasses.	Brain	hemorrhage	in	a	shot	glass	anyone?	How	about	a	nice	glass	of	red	blood,	or	a	cup	of	poison?	Drinks	are	all	part	of	the	fun	at	a	Halloween
party,	and	they’re	an	important	consideration.	Will	you	be	serving	alcohol	at	the	party	or	is	it	an	all-ages	party?	Be	sure	to	consider	how	you	will	set	up	your	bar.	If	alcohol	will	be	served,	are	guests	expected	to	bring	their	own	drinks	or	will	you	be	providing	for	everyone?	If	you’re	providing,	make	sure	you	have	a	good	selection	of	beverages.	Keep	a
bucket	of	ice	handy,	along	with	any	mixes	you	think	your	guests	may	want,	like	orange	juice,	cranberry	juice,	or	Clamato.	Rotate	and	restock	your	refrigerator	throughout	the	night,	and	consider	having	someone	help	you	with	the	drinks.	Just	be	sure	to	ask	them	in	advance	of	the	party.	If	you	want	to	serve	Halloween-themed	cocktails,	shots,	and
beers,	check	out	my	favourite	Halloween	alcoholic	drink	recipes	for	inspiration.	Sticking	spooky	beverage	labels	to	your	bottles	of	wine,	spirits,	and	soda	is	also	an	easy	and	inexpensive	way	to	add	some	fun	to	your	drinks	and	really	get	into	the	spirit	of	things	–	no	pun	intended!	If	you’re	using	ice	coolers	instead	of	a	refrigerator,	of	someone	shows	up
with	a	cooler	full	of	drinks,	you	may	want	to	keep	a	hand	towel	or	two	around	for	wiping	the	condensation	and	melting	ice	off	the	bottles	and	cans.	You	wouldn’t	want	anyone	slipping	on	a	wet	floor.	Whether	or	not	you	serve	alcohol,	make	sure	you	also	have	coffee,	tea,	soft	drinks	and	water	available	throughout	the	night.	Lastly,	do	you	have	room	for
people	to	spend	the	night	in	the	event	they	drink	too	much,	or	alternate	means	of	transportation	secured?	The	last	thing	you	want	is	someone	getting	hurt	on	their	way	home.	Back	to	top	11.	Lights	Making	use	of	ambient	lighting	can	really	set	the	mood.	I	didn’t	do	this	until	my	fourth	or	fifth	party,	and	I	wish	I’d	done	it	sooner.	Halloween,	after	all,	is
supposed	to	be	dark	and	spooky,	not	bright	and	sunny.	Dim	your	lights,	or	better	yet,	replace	your	bulbs	with	orange,	amber,	or	red	ones.	You	might	even	want	to	consider	applying	invisible	glow-in-the-dark	paint	to	some	of	your	decor	or	props	for	an	added	creep	factor.	Near	the	dance	floor,	consider	installing	black	lights	for	a	fun,	popular	glow-in-
the-dark	effect.	If	you	can	afford	to,	take	it	one	step	further	and	add	dance	lights.	I	personally	use	the	American	DJ	Spherion	Tri	LED	rotating	dance	light	(feel	free	to	check	out	my	review	of	it)	and	it’s	a	winner	every	time,	but	there	are	plenty	of	options	out	there.	Whatever	you	do,	I	strongly	recommend	that	you	keep	the	kitchen	slightly	better	lit	to
avoid	accidents.	I	like	to	use	amber	lights	here	(not	the	bug	repellent	ones,	just	yellow-coloured	bulbs).	Candles	are	of	course	perfect	for	Halloween,	but	because	of	safety	concerns,	I	choose	to	line	my	spaces	with	the	flameless,	battery-operated	variety.	They	flicker	beautifully	and	as	an	added	bonus,	don’t	heat	up	the	space	or	burn	out.	If	you’re
interested,	check	out	my	review	of	Sodial	flameless	candles	here.	I’ve	also	tried	hiding	sensor-activated	strobe	lights	behind	the	blinds	in	the	bathroom.	Whenever	someone	walks	in,	they	flash	like	lightning,	and	thunder	roars	from	the	small	attached	speaker,	giving	the	illusion	there’s	a	storm	outside.	It’s	all	about	the	little	things!	If	you’re	into	bigger
things,	consider	creating	your	very	own	outdoor	Halloween	light	show!	One	final	thing	–	if	you	plan	on	taking	photos,	be	sure	to	disable	the	flash	or	use	night	mode	on	your	camera.	Nothing	ruins	beautiful	ambient	lighting	like	a	bright	flash.	You’ll	end	up	with	photos	that	lack	all	the	mood	and	spook	from	your	party.	Back	to	top	12.	Games	&	Prizes
Children’s	parties	cry	out	for	games	and	prizes.	Depending	on	the	age	and	number	of	children	involved,	there	are	a	number	of	options.	For	my	daughter’s	party,	the	kids	played	Halloween	Bingo,	Halloween	Twister,	Pin	the	Smile	on	the	Skeleton,	and	How-Many-Bugs-in-the-Jar.	They	then	decorated	their	own	Halloween	cupcakes	with	icing	and
thematic	sprinkles,	with	adult	supervision	of	course.	We	gave	an	early	trick-or-treat	bag	as	a	parting	gift	for	everyone	who	came	and	prizes	for	those	who	won	at	games	(prizes	like	plastic	bats,	Halloween	stickers,	and	candy	eyeballs).	Visit	the	Ideas>Kids	Stuff	section	for	ideas.	If	your	guests	will	mostly	be	adolescents,	check	out	these	10	Halloween
games	for	teenagers	instead.	Adult	parties	can	quickly	turn	corny	if	you	structure	them	too	much	and	include	games	(Murder	Mystery	parties	excluded),	but	a	door	prize	can	definitely	add	some	unexpected	fun	to	the	night.	You	can	also	hand	out	best	costume	trophies	if	you	like;	just	don’t	spend	too	much	time	on	it,	as	people	will	want	to	get	back	to
the	party	as	soon	as	possible.	You	can	have	guests	vote	anonymously	or	by	applause	for	the	best	costumes,	but	try	to	have	as	many	categories	as	possible	(most	original,	scariest,	sexiest,	funniest,	etc)	so	that	more	people	win.	If	you’re	playing	any	games	or	handing	out	any	prizes,	though,	be	sure	to	explain	the	rules	first.	Whether	your	guests	are	six
years	old	or	sixty,	no	one	likes	to	be	confused	or	feel	that	something	is	unfair.	As	with	all	things	Halloween,	you	can	find	plenty	of	games	and	prizes	in	retail	stores	or	online.	For	this	reason,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	have	a	sense	of	what	you’re	looking	for	in	advance	so	that	you	don’t	feel	too	overwhelmed.	Back	to	top	Learn	More	We’ve	covered	the	basics
here,	but	please	feel	free	to	check	out	my	other	posts	including	the	Ideas	section	for	more	in-depth	information	on	any	of	these	topics	and	more	party	planning	help.	In	the	Reviews	section,	I’ll	review	relevant	products	to	let	you	which	ones	to	avoid	and	which	ones	I	recommend,	based	on	my	personal	experience.	As	always,	if	you	have	any	questions,
don’t	hesitate	to	reach	out	by	leaving	a	comment	below!	Back	to	top	The	key	to	planning	a	perfect	Halloween	party	is	using	a	well-thought-out	Halloween	party	checklist.	Having	a	list	will	help	you	save	time	(you	don't	have	to	make	it	yourself),	save	money	(you	won't	binge-buy	if	you	know	what	you're	getting),	and	most	importantly,	have	fun!	Here's
everything	you	need	to	think	about	when	putting	together	the	ultimate	Halloween	bash.	The	first	step	to	throwing	a	fabulous	Halloween	party	is	deciding	what	to	serve.	From	peeled	grapes	to	spooky	punch	to	popcorn	balls,	you've	got	tons	of	options	to	choose	from.	Think	about	your	guests	and	what	they	might	want	or	expect	at	a	Halloween	party.
And	most	importantly,	have	fun!	Set	out	glass	jars	loaded	with	different	types	of	candies	and	mini	scoops,	and	let	guests	fill	their	own	goodie	bags	to	take	home.	Stock	up	on	a	variety	of	treats,	from	gross	gummy	body	parts	(feet,	ears,	and	eyeballs)	to	classics	like	Pixy	Stix	and	Bazooka.	No	Halloween	party	would	be	complete	without	a	spooky	punch.
Serve	one	that's	blood-red,	ghoulish	green,	putrid	purple,	orange,	or	black,	and	use	dry	ice	to	create	an	eerie	mist.	Keep	a	stash	of	these	essentials	in	colors	and	patterns	that	match	your	scheme.	A	festive	covering	will	make	your	everyday	tables	party-ready	in	an	instant.	Count	your	platters	beforehand	to	ensure	there	is	enough	space	for	all	your
party	treats.	Make	a	list	or	label	each	dish	with	a	sticky	note	or	masking	tape	to	keep	track	of	which	food	goes	with	which	platter.	If	you're	serving	alcoholic	drinks,	plan	on	three	to	four	cocktails	per	guest	for	a	two-	to	three-hour	party.	And	don't	forget	to	include	something	alcohol-free	and	fun	for	the	teetotalers	and	kids	in	your	group.	Make	sure	to
have	heatproof	cups	on	hand	if	you're	serving	anything	hot,	like	mulled	cider.	Serve	plenty	of	savory	items	to	balance	out	all	that	Halloween	sugar.	For	less	stress,	make	as	many	items	ahead	of	time	as	you	can.	Cupcakes	and	cookies	are	easy	for	guests	to	eat	and	fun	to	decorate	for	Halloween	(for	example:	cookies	shaped	like	ghosts	and	cats	and
cupcakes	topped	with	orange	frosting	or	mini	pumpkin	candies).	For	even	more	holiday	spirit,	make	pumpkin	cupcakes	and	decorate	them	with	candy	corn.	Or	try	using	Halloween	candy	in	creative	ways:	Serve	a	Twix	cheesecake	pie	or	make	chocolate	bark	decorated	with	candy	corn.	Nothing	says	Halloween	like	some	spooky	music,	a	good	slasher
film	playing	in	the	background,	and	some	fun	accessories	your	guests	can	put	on	if	they	"forgot"	their	costumes.	Even	if	you're	not	throwing	a	costume	party,	having	a	photo	area	with	fun	accouterments	lets	everyone	document	your	unforgettable	party!	Put	together	a	playful	playlist	of	favorite	songs,	such	as	The	Doors'	"People	Are	Strange"	and
Michael	Jackson's	"Thriller,"	or	invest	in	a	soundtrack	of	creepy	sound	effects.	Try	Martha	Stewart	Living's	Spooky	Scary	Sounds	(which	includes	knives	being	sharpened,	thumping	heartbeats,	and	howling	winds)	or	Halloween	Horrorscapes,	which	features	tracks	titled	"Blood	Hunt"	and	"Alone	at	the	Cabin"	(including	thunder,	screams,	snarling
monsters,	and	chainsaws—definitely	not	for	the	faint	of	heart).	Play	classic	horror	films	in	the	background	(on	mute	if	you	don't	want	the	sound	to	be	distracting)	to	get	guests	in	the	mood,	such	as	Friday	the	13th,	The	Exorcist,	or,	naturally,	Halloween.	For	less	frightening	movies	that	still	set	the	tone,	try	The	Addams	Family,	Beetlejuice,	or—the	best
feel-good	Halloween	flick	ever—It's	the	Great	Pumpkin,	Charlie	Brown.	Whether	you're	hosting	a	costume	party	or	not,	it's	always	fun	to	have	some	extra	dress-up	items	around.	Set	out	some	masks	and	wigs,	plastic	fangs,	hats,	a	cape,	a	tiara,	a	feather	boa—whatever	suits	your	fancy—and	let	your	guests	get	creative.	Designate	a	friend	or	family
member	as	the	party	photographer	so	you'll	have	one	less	thing	to	worry	about.	If	you	want	your	Halloween	party	to	be	heavily	photographed,	set	up	a	photo	booth	(even	just	a	space	with	a	blank	wall)	and	a	few	Insta-worthy	vignettes	to	encourage	guests	to	post.	Halloween	seems	to	begin	earlier	and	earlier	every	year,	and	decor	marks	the	arrival	of
the	true	spirit	of	Halloween.	Pumpkins,	cobwebs,	bats,	brooms—this	is	where	you	can	let	your	imagination	run	wild.	And	don't	forget	the	candles;	mood	lighting	is	a	crucial	element	of	any	good	Halloween	bash.	Greet	guests	with	a	lineup	of	these	lighted	hosts	on	your	stoop	or	porch.	Display	these	in	clusters	around	your	home.	Try	different	ways	of
dressing	up	your	pumpkins—spray	them	with	metallic	paint	for	a	golden	glow	or	use	chalkboard	paint	to	make	faces	or	write	messages	(a	great	project	for	the	kids).	To	create	the	right	atmosphere,	hang	cobwebs	and	spiders	in	the	corners	of	your	room,	let	bats	and	banners	dangle	from	the	ceiling,	and	go	all-out	with	festive	or	frightening	decor.
Halloween	is	one	holiday	when	it's	OK	to	be	over-the-top.	Scatter	lots	of	votives	throughout	your	party	and	group	pillars	of	varying	heights	and	sizes	together.	Display	a	candelabra	for	dramatic	flair.	Now	that	you've	got	your	snacks,	decorations,	and	ambiance	set,	it's	time	to	talk	party	activities.	Whether	you	host	a	costume	contest,	stage	a	murder
mystery,	or	simply	tell	scary	stories	around	a	candlelit	table,	your	guests	are	sure	to	leave	your	party	in	high	spirits!	This	is	a	must	for	any	Halloween	party.	Set	up	a	voting	station	with	a	discreet	ballot	box	and	pieces	of	paper	for	guests	to	cast	their	votes	for	best	costume,	but	make	sure	people	don't	start	voting	until	everyone	has	arrived.	(You	can
also	add	categories,	like	"scariest	costume"	or	"funniest	costume.")	Then,	set	a	cutoff	time	at	some	point	in	the	night	and	reveal	the	winner	(or	winners).	If	you	really	want	to	encourage	everyone	to	bring	their	A-game,	tease	some	enviable	prizes	when	you	send	out	your	party	invites.	A	classic	party	game,	this	is	a	perfect	fit	for	Halloween.	There	are	a
few	different	ways	you	can	play	this—so	research	some	different	murder	mystery	party	ideas	ahead	of	time,	plan	out	your	story	for	the	evening,	and	make	sure	to	fill	guests	in	on	all	the	rules	and	details.	When	guests	arrive,	attach	a	sticky	note	to	their	forehead	or	back	with	the	name	of	a	Halloween	character.	They	won't	know	what	the	note	says,	so
they'll	have	to	rely	on	other	guests	to	give	them	hints	throughout	the	night.	This	game	is	a	great	way	to	encourage	guests	to	mingle	with	each	other.	When	the	night	is	winding	down,	and	maybe	a	few	guests	have	headed	out	for	the	evening,	encourage	the	brave	remaining	guests	to	gather	around	for	some	scary	stories.	There	are	a	couple	of	different
ways	to	play	movie	games.	First,	you	can	place	props	around	the	room	that	guests	have	to	identify	(think:	hockey	mask	for	Friday	the	13th).	Another	movie-themed	game	is	to	put	quotes	from	famous	horror	films	("Heeeere's	Johnny!",	"What's	your	favorite	scary	movie?")	in	a	hat	and	have	everyone	guess	the	movie.	Or	there's	the	standard	party	game
of	charades,	but	make	all	the	options	horror	movie	scenes.	This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links	Last	updated:	June	16,	2024	Get	ready	to	host	the	ultimate	Halloween	party	this	year	with	the	complete	Halloween	party	checklist.		Putting	together	a	haunted	bash	takes	some	effort	–	from	creepy	decor	to	ghoulish	treats,	it’s	easy	to	feel	overwhelmed
trying	to	transform	your	home	into	a	spine-tingling	haunt	that	your	guests	will	love.		That’s	where	this	comprehensive	checklist	comes	in.	Below	you’ll	find	the	ultimate	step-by-step	guide	to	planning	the	perfect	Halloween	party.		With	tips	and	to-do	lists	for	decorations,	costumes,	activities,	food	and	drinks,	and	more	–	I’ve	got	you	covered	to	ensure	no
detail	gets	overlooked.		Follow	this	Halloween	party	checklist	and	you’ll	feel	confident	and	prepared	to	throw	a	delightfully	spooky	soirée	filled	with	Halloween	spirit.	Once	you	simplify	the	planning	process,	you	can	just	relax	and	have	fun	once	the	party	day	arrives.		So	grab	this	checklist	and	start	prepping	your	upcoming	Halloween	party.		The	best
way	to	start	planning	your	Halloween	party	is	to	focus	on	the	venue	and	how	you	want	it	to	look	and	feel	for	your	guests.		​Follow	these	checklist	points	to	cover	all	bases	when	it	comes	to	setting	the	perfect	scene	for	your	own	Halloween	party.		Deciding	on	a	Halloween	party	theme	is	an	essential.		It’s	much	easier	to	plan	your	party	if	you	have	a
specific	theme	in	mind,	as	you	can	then	whittle	down	the	types	of	decor,	food	and	entertainment	you’ll	have	on	the	big	night.		Next,	start	planning	your	decorations	for	both	indoors	and	outdoors.		Once	you	know	your	theme	you	can	let	your	imagination	run	wild	when	it	comes	to	decor.	Your	Halloween	decorations	should	reflect	your	theme,	whether
that’s	zombie	apocalypse	or	a	spooky	haunted	house	theme.	Decorate	accordingly	with	fake	cobwebs,	carved	pumpkins,	and	any	other	sinister	decor	that	matches	your	party’s	theme.		When	it	comes	to	the	finer	details	of	planning	your	party’s	look	and	feel,	some	additional	Halloween	party	decorations	and	atmospheric	extras	go	a	long	way	towards	a
great	Halloween	party.		Consider	adding	the	following:	Spooky	lighting	Fog	machine	Sound	effects	A	Halloween	playlist	on	repeat	(Monster	Mash	is	a	must-listen)	Creepy	centerpieces	on	the	tables	Halloween	parties	are	of	course	all	about	the	costumes,	so	make	sure	to	plan	yours	in	advance	so	you	know	exactly	what	you	and	your	family	are
wearing.		Usually,	your	costume	should	fit	in	with	your	theme	for	Halloween	night.		To	ensure	your	guests	have	a	good	time,	lay	out	plenty	of	delicious	food	and	drinks	for	everyone	to	enjoy.		Here	are	some	ideas	for	your	party:	If	your	party	involves	a	sit-down	meal	then	plan	your	menu	in	advance	so	that	you	can	buy	everything	you	need	at	grocery
stores	well	in	advance.		Here	are	some	ideas	for	great	savory	dishes	to	serve	your	guests:	Pizza	skulls	Spooky	Shepherd’s	Pie	Eyeball	pasta	Your	Halloween	party	guests	will	appreciate	a	delicious	dessert	after	their	main	meal.		Some	fun	treats	you	can	serve	up	include:	Graveyard	pudding	Ghost	trifles	Witch’s	brew	If	you	don’t	plan	serving	a	full
dinner	to	your	guests	then	finger	foods	on	platters	is	the	perfect	way	to	ensure	there	are	plenty	of	snacks	available	for	peckish	guests.		Finger	foods	&	simple	appetizers	that	work	really	well	for	a	Halloween	party	include:	Mummy	jalapeño	poppers	Guacamoldy	eyeballs	Edible	brooms	Of	course,	no	Halloween	party	checklist	would	be	complete	without
a	whole	section	on	drinks.			You	can	have	a	lot	of	fun	planning	drinks	with	creative	Halloween	names	for	your	guests.	It	doesn’t	just	have	to	be	alcoholic	drinks	either.	If	you	have	younger	kids	or	non-drinkers	at	your	party	then	make	sure	there	are	plenty	of	options	for	them	too.		Set	up	a	drinks	station	so	everyone	can	help	themselves	to	some
awesome	Halloween-inspired	beverages:	Blood	red	punch	Ghoulish	green	monster	cocktail	White	zombie	cocktail	Another	great	idea	you	will	want	to	factor	in	to	your	Halloween	party	planning	is	a	candy	station.	Halloween	is	all	about	the	candy,	of	course,	and	a	candy	bar	packed	with	the	best	sweet	treats	is	a	great	idea.		Here	are	some	ideas	for
different	types	of	candies:	Halloween	cupcakes	Candy	corn	Gummy	worms	Reese’s	Pumpkins	Don’t	forget	the	essentials	for	serving	your	guests.	You’ll	need	Halloween-themed	items	for	your	food	and	drink:	Plates	Cups	Napkins	Cutlery	Straws	Ice	bucket	Next	in	this	guide	to	how	to	plan	a	Halloween	party	is	planning	the	activities	your	guests	can
participate	in	so	they	have	the	best	time	at	your	party.		Some	great	party	ideas	for	Halloween	include:	Bobbing	for	apples	Costume	contest	Pumpkin	carving	contests	Photo	booths	An	area	to	watch	Halloween	movies	Adult	halloween	party	games	Murder	mystery	game	Tell	ghost	stories	Halloween	bingo	Another	really	fun	Halloween	party	game	idea	is
a	trivia	question	and	answer	game.		Give	your	guests	plenty	of	options	for	activities,	and	make	sure	there	are	fun	things	to	do	for	people	of	all	ages.		There	are	a	few	extra	things	you	can	do	when	planning	a	Halloween	party	to	ensure	everyone	has	a	really	great	time.		A	party	favor	is	a	small	token	or	gift	given	to	guests	attending	a	party,	typically	as
appreciation	for	them	coming	along.	You	can	put	a	few	in	to	small	party	favor	bags	or	boxes.	Any	of	these	small	Halloween-themed	tokens	is	a	good	idea	to	give	to	guests:	​Stress	balls	Slap	bracelets	Glow	sticks	Mini	sparklers	Light-up	jewelry	Sticker	sheets	Candy	Halloween	masks	You	can	buy	them	at	any	party	store	and	also	online	in	bulk.		I	love	the
idea	of	planning	a	welcome	table	inside	the	front	door	to	welcome	guests	coming	to	the	party.		Here’s	what	to	put	on	your	table:	Your	party	favor	boxes	or	bags	A	welcome	drink	A	guest	book	or	sign-in	sheet	so	guests	can	leave	messages	Bowl	of	candy	Battery-operated	candles	or	lanterns	for	mood	lighting	Hand	sanitizer	station	for	guest	convenience
Bowl	or	tray	of	Halloween-themed	accessories	like	masks	or	headbands	for	guests	to	accessorize	with	Printed	menu	of	any	food	or	drinks	being	served	at	the	party	Witch’s	cauldron	containing	bags	of	chips,	pretzels	or	snacks	Fake	spiderwebs,	bats,	or	other	small	decorations	scattered	around	Not	only	will	it	look	awesome	but	it’s	also	a	really	easy
way	to	make	guests	feel	instantly	in	the	party	mood	when	they	arrive	at	your	home.		Of	course,	you	need	to	plan	to	invite	your	guests	to	attend!		Once	you	have	your	guest	list	confirmed,	it’s	time	to	send	out	invitations	to	ensure	everyone	knows	about	the	party	in	enough	time	to	make	sure	they	can	come.		Make	sure	guests	know	the	theme,	whether
or	not	it’s	a	costume	party,	and	if	they	need	to	bring	anything	in	particular.		​Of	course	the	best	part	of	planning	a	Halloween	party	is	the	day	of	the	party	itself,	but	every	party	host	will	also	have	to	deal	with	the	cleanup	afterwards.		Make	this	a	little	easier	by	having	the	following	items	in	stock	so	you	can	whizz	round	all	the	corners	of	your	room
quickly	to	clean	up	after	your	Halloween	bash:	Trash	bags	Cleaning	supplies	Containers	for	storing	leftovers	Storage	boxes	to	keep	your	decorations	safe	for	next	year	Laundry	detergent	for	washing	table	linens,	napkins	and	cushions	if	necessary	Hangover	cures	When	your	guests	have	gone	home,	and	your	house	is	cleaned	up,	there	are	a	few	more
things	on	your	Halloween	party	list:		Replace	items:	you	might	need	more	food,	drinks,	or	decor	supplies	that	got	fully	used	up	during	the	party	Send	thanks:	call,	email,	or	send	handwritten	notes	to	guests	thanking	them	for	attending	Decompress:	take	time	to	relax	and	recuperate	after	the	demands	of	party	hosting,	especially	if	you	have	more
Halloween	plans	coming	up	in	the	days	ahead	Watch	some	scary	movies	to	stay	in	a	spooky	mood	Halloween	is	one	of	the	most	popular	holidays	of	the	year	and	a	party	is	a	great	way	to	celebrate	it.	This	free	Halloween	checklist	for	planning	your	party	will	make	sure	your	own	Halloween	gathering	is	the	talk	of	the	town.		What	do	you	need	at	a
Halloween	party?	A	Halloween	party	should	include	spooky	decorations,	costumes,	themed	food	and	drinks,	music,	lighting,	games	and	activities;	having	pumpkins,	candy,	spiders	webs,	creepy	music,	apple	bobbing,	and	festive	snacks	like	“mummy	dogs”	or	“blood	punch”	will	help	set	the	Halloween	mood.	How	do	you	entertain	guests	at	a	Halloween
party?	Entertaining	guests	at	a	Halloween	party	comes	down	to	having	fun	themed	activities	like	pumpkin	carving	contests,	apple	bobbing,	Halloween	bingo,	costume	contests,	spooky	movies	or	music,	along	with	lots	of	snacks,	festive	cocktails,	and	opportunities	to	mingle	in	a	decorated	spooky	space.	How	do	you	make	a	Halloween	party	special?	You
can	make	a	Halloween	party	feel	special	through	unique	decor	like	spider	webs	and	cauldrons,	fun	themed	snacks,	costumes,	holiday	lighting,	personalized	details,	and	games	that	suit	the	guests	like	a	pumpkin	carving	contest	or	mummy	wrapping	relay.	This	post	contains	affiliate	links.	A	full	disclosure	is	available	from	the	main	menu.			The	key	to
planning	a	perfect	Halloween	party	is	using	a	well-thought-out	Halloween	party	checklist.	Having	a	list	will	help	you	save	time	(you	don't	have	to	make	it	yourself),	save	money	(you	won't	binge-buy	if	you	know	what	you're	getting),	and	most	importantly,	have	fun!	Here's	everything	you	need	to	think	about	when	putting	together	the	ultimate
Halloween	bash.	The	first	step	to	throwing	a	fabulous	Halloween	party	is	deciding	what	to	serve.	From	peeled	grapes	to	spooky	punch	to	popcorn	balls,	you've	got	tons	of	options	to	choose	from.	Think	about	your	guests	and	what	they	might	want	or	expect	at	a	Halloween	party.	And	most	importantly,	have	fun!	Set	out	glass	jars	loaded	with	different
types	of	candies	and	mini	scoops,	and	let	guests	fill	their	own	goodie	bags	to	take	home.	Stock	up	on	a	variety	of	treats,	from	gross	gummy	body	parts	(feet,	ears,	and	eyeballs)	to	classics	like	Pixy	Stix	and	Bazooka.	No	Halloween	party	would	be	complete	without	a	spooky	punch.	Serve	one	that's	blood-red,	ghoulish	green,	putrid	purple,	orange,	or
black,	and	use	dry	ice	to	create	an	eerie	mist.	Keep	a	stash	of	these	essentials	in	colors	and	patterns	that	match	your	scheme.	A	festive	covering	will	make	your	everyday	tables	party-ready	in	an	instant.	Count	your	platters	beforehand	to	ensure	there	is	enough	space	for	all	your	party	treats.	Make	a	list	or	label	each	dish	with	a	sticky	note	or	masking
tape	to	keep	track	of	which	food	goes	with	which	platter.	If	you're	serving	alcoholic	drinks,	plan	on	three	to	four	cocktails	per	guest	for	a	two-	to	three-hour	party.	And	don't	forget	to	include	something	alcohol-free	and	fun	for	the	teetotalers	and	kids	in	your	group.	Make	sure	to	have	heatproof	cups	on	hand	if	you're	serving	anything	hot,	like	mulled
cider.	Serve	plenty	of	savory	items	to	balance	out	all	that	Halloween	sugar.	For	less	stress,	make	as	many	items	ahead	of	time	as	you	can.	Cupcakes	and	cookies	are	easy	for	guests	to	eat	and	fun	to	decorate	for	Halloween	(for	example:	cookies	shaped	like	ghosts	and	cats	and	cupcakes	topped	with	orange	frosting	or	mini	pumpkin	candies).	For	even
more	holiday	spirit,	make	pumpkin	cupcakes	and	decorate	them	with	candy	corn.	Or	try	using	Halloween	candy	in	creative	ways:	Serve	a	Twix	cheesecake	pie	or	make	chocolate	bark	decorated	with	candy	corn.	Nothing	says	Halloween	like	some	spooky	music,	a	good	slasher	film	playing	in	the	background,	and	some	fun	accessories	your	guests	can
put	on	if	they	"forgot"	their	costumes.	Even	if	you're	not	throwing	a	costume	party,	having	a	photo	area	with	fun	accouterments	lets	everyone	document	your	unforgettable	party!	Put	together	a	playful	playlist	of	favorite	songs,	such	as	The	Doors'	"People	Are	Strange"	and	Michael	Jackson's	"Thriller,"	or	invest	in	a	soundtrack	of	creepy	sound	effects.
Try	Martha	Stewart	Living's	Spooky	Scary	Sounds	(which	includes	knives	being	sharpened,	thumping	heartbeats,	and	howling	winds)	or	Halloween	Horrorscapes,	which	features	tracks	titled	"Blood	Hunt"	and	"Alone	at	the	Cabin"	(including	thunder,	screams,	snarling	monsters,	and	chainsaws—definitely	not	for	the	faint	of	heart).	Play	classic	horror
films	in	the	background	(on	mute	if	you	don't	want	the	sound	to	be	distracting)	to	get	guests	in	the	mood,	such	as	Friday	the	13th,	The	Exorcist,	or,	naturally,	Halloween.	For	less	frightening	movies	that	still	set	the	tone,	try	The	Addams	Family,	Beetlejuice,	or—the	best	feel-good	Halloween	flick	ever—It's	the	Great	Pumpkin,	Charlie	Brown.	Whether
you're	hosting	a	costume	party	or	not,	it's	always	fun	to	have	some	extra	dress-up	items	around.	Set	out	some	masks	and	wigs,	plastic	fangs,	hats,	a	cape,	a	tiara,	a	feather	boa—whatever	suits	your	fancy—and	let	your	guests	get	creative.	Designate	a	friend	or	family	member	as	the	party	photographer	so	you'll	have	one	less	thing	to	worry	about.	If	you
want	your	Halloween	party	to	be	heavily	photographed,	set	up	a	photo	booth	(even	just	a	space	with	a	blank	wall)	and	a	few	Insta-worthy	vignettes	to	encourage	guests	to	post.	Halloween	seems	to	begin	earlier	and	earlier	every	year,	and	decor	marks	the	arrival	of	the	true	spirit	of	Halloween.	Pumpkins,	cobwebs,	bats,	brooms—this	is	where	you	can
let	your	imagination	run	wild.	And	don't	forget	the	candles;	mood	lighting	is	a	crucial	element	of	any	good	Halloween	bash.	Greet	guests	with	a	lineup	of	these	lighted	hosts	on	your	stoop	or	porch.	Display	these	in	clusters	around	your	home.	Try	different	ways	of	dressing	up	your	pumpkins—spray	them	with	metallic	paint	for	a	golden	glow	or	use
chalkboard	paint	to	make	faces	or	write	messages	(a	great	project	for	the	kids).	To	create	the	right	atmosphere,	hang	cobwebs	and	spiders	in	the	corners	of	your	room,	let	bats	and	banners	dangle	from	the	ceiling,	and	go	all-out	with	festive	or	frightening	decor.	Halloween	is	one	holiday	when	it's	OK	to	be	over-the-top.	Scatter	lots	of	votives
throughout	your	party	and	group	pillars	of	varying	heights	and	sizes	together.	Display	a	candelabra	for	dramatic	flair.	Now	that	you've	got	your	snacks,	decorations,	and	ambiance	set,	it's	time	to	talk	party	activities.	Whether	you	host	a	costume	contest,	stage	a	murder	mystery,	or	simply	tell	scary	stories	around	a	candlelit	table,	your	guests	are	sure
to	leave	your	party	in	high	spirits!	This	is	a	must	for	any	Halloween	party.	Set	up	a	voting	station	with	a	discreet	ballot	box	and	pieces	of	paper	for	guests	to	cast	their	votes	for	best	costume,	but	make	sure	people	don't	start	voting	until	everyone	has	arrived.	(You	can	also	add	categories,	like	"scariest	costume"	or	"funniest	costume.")	Then,	set	a	cutoff
time	at	some	point	in	the	night	and	reveal	the	winner	(or	winners).	If	you	really	want	to	encourage	everyone	to	bring	their	A-game,	tease	some	enviable	prizes	when	you	send	out	your	party	invites.	A	classic	party	game,	this	is	a	perfect	fit	for	Halloween.	There	are	a	few	different	ways	you	can	play	this—so	research	some	different	murder	mystery	party
ideas	ahead	of	time,	plan	out	your	story	for	the	evening,	and	make	sure	to	fill	guests	in	on	all	the	rules	and	details.	When	guests	arrive,	attach	a	sticky	note	to	their	forehead	or	back	with	the	name	of	a	Halloween	character.	They	won't	know	what	the	note	says,	so	they'll	have	to	rely	on	other	guests	to	give	them	hints	throughout	the	night.	This	game	is
a	great	way	to	encourage	guests	to	mingle	with	each	other.	When	the	night	is	winding	down,	and	maybe	a	few	guests	have	headed	out	for	the	evening,	encourage	the	brave	remaining	guests	to	gather	around	for	some	scary	stories.	There	are	a	couple	of	different	ways	to	play	movie	games.	First,	you	can	place	props	around	the	room	that	guests	have
to	identify	(think:	hockey	mask	for	Friday	the	13th).	Another	movie-themed	game	is	to	put	quotes	from	famous	horror	films	("Heeeere's	Johnny!",	"What's	your	favorite	scary	movie?")	in	a	hat	and	have	everyone	guess	the	movie.	Or	there's	the	standard	party	game	of	charades,	but	make	all	the	options	horror	movie	scenes.	Skip	to	content	Like	bullet
journaling?	Create	your	own	dotted	grid	paper,	graph	paper,	lined	notes	page	and	more.	Visit	Online	Graph	Paper	Maker	tool.Download	free	printable	Halloween	Party	Checklist.	For	more	similar	Event	Checklists	templates,	browse	our	free	printable	library.	Simply	download	and	print	them	at	home	or	office.	Scroll	down	for	print	and	download
optionsOur	Free	Printable	Halloween	Party	Checklist	will	help	you	stay	on	top	of	everything	this	Halloween.	So	chances	are	you	won’t	miss	a	thing	while	planning	your	party.This	checklist	includes	important	sections	like	foods	and	drinks,	decorations,	entertainment,	safety,	miscellaneous	and	notes.This	way	you	will	be	able	to	stock	up	on	enough
candies,	set	up	your	home	with	spooky	decor,	plan	your	scary	games,	and	write	down	any	last	minute	fun	ideas.Just	download	and	print	the	checklist,	and	you’ll	be	all	set	to	throw	a	fun	and	stress-free	Halloween	party!	Halloween	Party	ChecklistGraduation	Party	ChecklistWedding	Planning	ChecklistBrowse	all	Event	Checklists	Printable	Skip	to
navigation	Skip	to	content	The	key	to	planning	a	perfect	Halloween	party	is	using	a	well-thought-out	Halloween	party	checklist.	Having	a	list	will	help	you	save	time	(you	don't	have	to	make	it	yourself),	save	money	(you	won't	binge-buy	if	you	know	what	you're	getting),	and	most	importantly,	have	fun!	Here's	everything	you	need	to	think	about	when
putting	together	the	ultimate	Halloween	bash.	The	first	step	to	throwing	a	fabulous	Halloween	party	is	deciding	what	to	serve.	From	peeled	grapes	to	spooky	punch	to	popcorn	balls,	you've	got	tons	of	options	to	choose	from.	Think	about	your	guests	and	what	they	might	want	or	expect	at	a	Halloween	party.	And	most	importantly,	have	fun!	Set	out
glass	jars	loaded	with	different	types	of	candies	and	mini	scoops,	and	let	guests	fill	their	own	goodie	bags	to	take	home.	Stock	up	on	a	variety	of	treats,	from	gross	gummy	body	parts	(feet,	ears,	and	eyeballs)	to	classics	like	Pixy	Stix	and	Bazooka.	No	Halloween	party	would	be	complete	without	a	spooky	punch.	Serve	one	that's	blood-red,	ghoulish
green,	putrid	purple,	orange,	or	black,	and	use	dry	ice	to	create	an	eerie	mist.	Keep	a	stash	of	these	essentials	in	colors	and	patterns	that	match	your	scheme.	A	festive	covering	will	make	your	everyday	tables	party-ready	in	an	instant.	Count	your	platters	beforehand	to	ensure	there	is	enough	space	for	all	your	party	treats.	Make	a	list	or	label	each
dish	with	a	sticky	note	or	masking	tape	to	keep	track	of	which	food	goes	with	which	platter.	If	you're	serving	alcoholic	drinks,	plan	on	three	to	four	cocktails	per	guest	for	a	two-	to	three-hour	party.	And	don't	forget	to	include	something	alcohol-free	and	fun	for	the	teetotalers	and	kids	in	your	group.	Make	sure	to	have	heatproof	cups	on	hand	if	you're
serving	anything	hot,	like	mulled	cider.	Serve	plenty	of	savory	items	to	balance	out	all	that	Halloween	sugar.	For	less	stress,	make	as	many	items	ahead	of	time	as	you	can.	Cupcakes	and	cookies	are	easy	for	guests	to	eat	and	fun	to	decorate	for	Halloween	(for	example:	cookies	shaped	like	ghosts	and	cats	and	cupcakes	topped	with	orange	frosting	or
mini	pumpkin	candies).	For	even	more	holiday	spirit,	make	pumpkin	cupcakes	and	decorate	them	with	candy	corn.	Or	try	using	Halloween	candy	in	creative	ways:	Serve	a	Twix	cheesecake	pie	or	make	chocolate	bark	decorated	with	candy	corn.	Nothing	says	Halloween	like	some	spooky	music,	a	good	slasher	film	playing	in	the	background,	and	some
fun	accessories	your	guests	can	put	on	if	they	"forgot"	their	costumes.	Even	if	you're	not	throwing	a	costume	party,	having	a	photo	area	with	fun	accouterments	lets	everyone	document	your	unforgettable	party!	Put	together	a	playful	playlist	of	favorite	songs,	such	as	The	Doors'	"People	Are	Strange"	and	Michael	Jackson's	"Thriller,"	or	invest	in	a
soundtrack	of	creepy	sound	effects.	Try	Martha	Stewart	Living's	Spooky	Scary	Sounds	(which	includes	knives	being	sharpened,	thumping	heartbeats,	and	howling	winds)	or	Halloween	Horrorscapes,	which	features	tracks	titled	"Blood	Hunt"	and	"Alone	at	the	Cabin"	(including	thunder,	screams,	snarling	monsters,	and	chainsaws—definitely	not	for	the
faint	of	heart).	Play	classic	horror	films	in	the	background	(on	mute	if	you	don't	want	the	sound	to	be	distracting)	to	get	guests	in	the	mood,	such	as	Friday	the	13th,	The	Exorcist,	or,	naturally,	Halloween.	For	less	frightening	movies	that	still	set	the	tone,	try	The	Addams	Family,	Beetlejuice,	or—the	best	feel-good	Halloween	flick	ever—It's	the	Great
Pumpkin,	Charlie	Brown.	Whether	you're	hosting	a	costume	party	or	not,	it's	always	fun	to	have	some	extra	dress-up	items	around.	Set	out	some	masks	and	wigs,	plastic	fangs,	hats,	a	cape,	a	tiara,	a	feather	boa—whatever	suits	your	fancy—and	let	your	guests	get	creative.	Designate	a	friend	or	family	member	as	the	party	photographer	so	you'll	have
one	less	thing	to	worry	about.	If	you	want	your	Halloween	party	to	be	heavily	photographed,	set	up	a	photo	booth	(even	just	a	space	with	a	blank	wall)	and	a	few	Insta-worthy	vignettes	to	encourage	guests	to	post.	Halloween	seems	to	begin	earlier	and	earlier	every	year,	and	decor	marks	the	arrival	of	the	true	spirit	of	Halloween.	Pumpkins,	cobwebs,
bats,	brooms—this	is	where	you	can	let	your	imagination	run	wild.	And	don't	forget	the	candles;	mood	lighting	is	a	crucial	element	of	any	good	Halloween	bash.	Greet	guests	with	a	lineup	of	these	lighted	hosts	on	your	stoop	or	porch.	Display	these	in	clusters	around	your	home.	Try	different	ways	of	dressing	up	your	pumpkins—spray	them	with
metallic	paint	for	a	golden	glow	or	use	chalkboard	paint	to	make	faces	or	write	messages	(a	great	project	for	the	kids).	To	create	the	right	atmosphere,	hang	cobwebs	and	spiders	in	the	corners	of	your	room,	let	bats	and	banners	dangle	from	the	ceiling,	and	go	all-out	with	festive	or	frightening	decor.	Halloween	is	one	holiday	when	it's	OK	to	be	over-
the-top.	Scatter	lots	of	votives	throughout	your	party	and	group	pillars	of	varying	heights	and	sizes	together.	Display	a	candelabra	for	dramatic	flair.	Now	that	you've	got	your	snacks,	decorations,	and	ambiance	set,	it's	time	to	talk	party	activities.	Whether	you	host	a	costume	contest,	stage	a	murder	mystery,	or	simply	tell	scary	stories	around	a
candlelit	table,	your	guests	are	sure	to	leave	your	party	in	high	spirits!	This	is	a	must	for	any	Halloween	party.	Set	up	a	voting	station	with	a	discreet	ballot	box	and	pieces	of	paper	for	guests	to	cast	their	votes	for	best	costume,	but	make	sure	people	don't	start	voting	until	everyone	has	arrived.	(You	can	also	add	categories,	like	"scariest	costume"	or
"funniest	costume.")	Then,	set	a	cutoff	time	at	some	point	in	the	night	and	reveal	the	winner	(or	winners).	If	you	really	want	to	encourage	everyone	to	bring	their	A-game,	tease	some	enviable	prizes	when	you	send	out	your	party	invites.	A	classic	party	game,	this	is	a	perfect	fit	for	Halloween.	There	are	a	few	different	ways	you	can	play	this—so
research	some	different	murder	mystery	party	ideas	ahead	of	time,	plan	out	your	story	for	the	evening,	and	make	sure	to	fill	guests	in	on	all	the	rules	and	details.	When	guests	arrive,	attach	a	sticky	note	to	their	forehead	or	back	with	the	name	of	a	Halloween	character.	They	won't	know	what	the	note	says,	so	they'll	have	to	rely	on	other	guests	to	give
them	hints	throughout	the	night.	This	game	is	a	great	way	to	encourage	guests	to	mingle	with	each	other.	When	the	night	is	winding	down,	and	maybe	a	few	guests	have	headed	out	for	the	evening,	encourage	the	brave	remaining	guests	to	gather	around	for	some	scary	stories.	There	are	a	couple	of	different	ways	to	play	movie	games.	First,	you	can
place	props	around	the	room	that	guests	have	to	identify	(think:	hockey	mask	for	Friday	the	13th).	Another	movie-themed	game	is	to	put	quotes	from	famous	horror	films	("Heeeere's	Johnny!",	"What's	your	favorite	scary	movie?")	in	a	hat	and	have	everyone	guess	the	movie.	Or	there's	the	standard	party	game	of	charades,	but	make	all	the	options
horror	movie	scenes.	Wanna	hear	some	scary	big	numbers?	In	2023,	consumers	spent	a	whopping	$12.2	billion	celebrating	Halloween.	As	an	event	organizer,	All	Hallow’s	Eve	represents	a	golden	opportunity	to	capitalize	on	that	demand	by	creating	a	holiday-themed	bash	that	revelers	will	never	forget.	You’ve	just	gotta	make	sure	you	do	everything
you	can	so	your	Halloween	party	stands	out	from	the	sea	of	competitors.	That’s	why	we’ve	created	this	guide.	Organizers	worldwide	rely	on	Eventbrite’s	comprehensive	suite	of	tools	to	plan,	operate,	and	market	their	Halloween	parties	—	and	after	helping	out	with	all	those	festivities,	we	know	a	thing	or	two	about	what	it	takes	to	plan	a	frighteningly
good	party.	Download	our	Halloween	party	checklist,	and	read	on	to	learn	about	Halloween	party	must-haves,	setup,	and	everything	in	between.	Planning	your	Halloween	party	Things	you	need	for	a	Halloween	party	Promoting	your	Halloween	party	On-the-day	Halloween	party	setup	Orchestrating	an	incredible	Halloween	party	doesn’t	need	to	be
terrifying	—	you’ve	just	got	to	be	sharp	and	stay	organized.		From	locking	down	your	date	and	venue	to	pricing	your	event	and	ordering	catering,	here’s	how	to	shake	off	the	cobwebs,	electrify	your	party	prep	plan,	and	totally	wow	your	guests.		Halloween	venues	can	be	snapped	up	quickly,	so	it’s	vital	to	secure	your	date	well	in	advance.	Consider
your	target	audience’s	availability,	and	bear	in	mind	any	potential	conflicts	that	could	arise	during	this	spooky	season.		But	it’s	also	important	to	note	that	your	Halloween	party	doesn’t	necessarily	need	to	fall	on	October	31.	Regardless	of	whether	you	choose	to	host	your	party	on	Halloween	itself	or	just	sometime	in	October,	set	your	event	dates	early
to	ensure	you	communicate	effectively	with	your	target	audience	to	help	your	event	stand	out	among	the	numerous	Halloween	options.	Venue	selection	is	critical	to	creating	your	desirable	atmosphere	and	experience.	Your	venue	options	will	depend	on	many	factors,	including	budget,	the	number	of	attendees,	your	guest	list,	and	more.	Your	chosen
venue	should	match	your	event	theme	and	style	to	create	an	immersive	experience.	Depending	on	your	budget	and	the	predicted	number	of	attendees,	you	may	consider	unconventional	venues,	such	as	a	remote	barn,	a	haunted	mansion,	or	a	derelict	warehouse.	Get	experimental	and	creative	by	researching	spaces	that	embody	an	eerie	factor	that’s



perfect	for	Halloween.	For	example,	consider	unique	event	spaces	like:	An	abandoned	warehouse	An	industrial	loft	An	underground	tunnel	system		And	if	budget	constraints	arise,	you	can	still	make	your	event	memorable	with	an	affordable	campground	or	hosting	a	party	on	a	rooftop.	The	Halloween	party	theme	you	choose	sets	the	stage.		Every
element	of	your	party’s	theme	should	be	centered	on	Halloween.	This	includes	food,	performances,	decorations,	and	more.	Make	sure	you	think	carefully	about	how	to	capture	your	chosen	theme	throughout	every	essence.	The	sky	is	your	limit	in	terms	of	your	party	theme,	but	it	could	be	worth	going	for	something	like:	A	classic	costume	party	A
mysterious	masquerade	ball	A	spine-tingling	movie	marathon	A	journey	through	a	historical	era	A	family-friendly	and	fun-filled	spooky	gathering	While	you’re	at	it,	it’s	best	to	define	the	ambiance,	too.	Choose	whether	you	want	to	offer	an	elegant	event	or	a	casual	approach,	ensuring	your	guests	know	what	to	expect.	Greenwood	Cemetery	/	Nightfall	/
Brooklyn,	NY	Who	do	you	want	to	attend	your	event?	Is	it	families	searching	for	a	kid-friendly	spectacular?	Or	young	adults	eager	for	a	chilling,	spirited	party?	Perhaps	your	target	audience	is	horror	aficionados	and	those	who	watch	a	thiller	movie	to	unwind.	Tailoring	your	Halloween	event	to	your	target	audience	helps	you	to	receive	your	desired
outcome:	a	frightfully	fantastic	experience	for	all.	Keeping	your	target	audience	in	mind	during	the	planning	stage	will	also	help	to	drive	high	attendance	and	promise	an	experience	that	will	haunt	your	guests	for	years.	When	deciding	the	ticket	price	for	your	Halloween	event,	you	need	to	prepare	a	budget.	Your	goal	should	be	to	devise	a	price	that
covers	your	costs	while	remaining	feasible	to	your	target	audience.	Overpricing	may	deter	potential	attendees,	whereas	underpricing	could	lead	to	a	financial	loss.	To	create	a	balance,	assess	your	budget	and	expenses	throughout	your	planning.	Pro	Tip:	Tier	your	ticket	pricing	by	increasing	ticket	prices	as	the	event	gets	nearer.	This	pricing	strategy
will	encourage	people	to	purchase	tickets	early,	helping	you	plan	more	accurately.	You	can	tier	prices	by	date	(let	people	know	that	prices	will	increase	after	a	certain	date),	by	number	of	tickets	sold	(first	50	tickets	sold	are	$20,	then	they	ramp	to	$50),	or	by	level	of	access	(VIP	vs.	general	admission).	For	example,	Chicago	Twenty	Something	is
offering	discounted	Super	Early	Bird	GA	tickets	to	its	Wrigleyville	Halloween	Crawl	event.		Smooth	logistics	are	crucial	for	smooth	Halloween	party	plannning,	but	‘logistics’	is	a	big	umbrella	term	for	event	organizing.		So	what	should	you	consider	for	the	perfect	Halloween	bash?	No	two	parties	are	100%	alike,	but	you	should	definitely:	Determine
whether	to	sell	tickets	online,	on-site,	or	both	Conduct	a	risk	assessment	Create	an	event	safety	plan	Put	together	a	communication	plan	to	let	people	know	about	vital	details,	such	as	parking	options	and	transportation	tips,	to	attendees	in	advance	If	celebrities	or	influencers	are	involved,	it’s	best	to	create	a	plan	to	coordinate	their	attendance	for	a
seamless	and	memorable	guest	experience.	Pro	Tip:	Run	smooth	entry	management.	The	worst	thing	for	a	party-goer	is	waiting	too	long	to	get	in.	Create	a	separate	entrance	for	early-bird	ticket	holders	to	enter	quickly	and	another	line	for	people	buying	tickets	at	the	door.	Everyone’s	encountered	that	chilling	moment	when	they’ve	turned	up	to	a
huge	party	and	there’s	nothing	to	snack	on.	That’s	why	delicious	food	is	an	absolute	must	—	and	you’ve	got	plenty	of	options.	Depending	on	your	event	type,	you	might	be	required	to	work	with	an	in-house	catering	team	or	preferred	caterer	for	a	formal	table	service	meal.		But	you	can	also	team	up	with	a	local	restaurant	or	caterer	to	set	up	self-
service	stations	for	nibbling	and	drop-catering	tables	or	even	rent	food	truck	catering	and	get	multiple	vendors	to	park	outside	your	venue.	Either	way,	your	Halloween-themed	snacks	should	be	creepy	and	tasty,	making	them	a	big	part	of	any	spooky	celebration!	So	create	a	wish	list	for	your	catering	partner	to	pass	on	the	menu	items	you	think	will	go
down	a	scream.	Sink	your	teeth	into	ghastly	delights	like	‘Severed	Finger’	hot	dogs,	‘Eyeball’	cake	pops,	and	‘Witch’s	Hat’	cookies.	For	a	gruesome	twist,	try	‘Mummy’	meatballs	and	‘Bloody	Brain’	dip	in	glass	jars.	As	you	indulge	in	these	tasty	treats,	make	sure	to	prioritize	food	safety	over	flavor,	consider	dietary	restrictions,	and	prepare	for	common
allergens	like	peanuts.	You	want	your	ghoulish	feast	to	be	memorable	but	safe	and	inclusive	for	all	your	guests.	Greenwood	Cemetery	/	Nightfall	/	Brooklyn,	NY	Now	that	we’ve	covered	the	steps	you	need	to	take	to	plan	the	firm	foundation	of	your	party,	let’s	talk	about	the	Halloween	party	must-haves	your	party	guests	will	expect.	From	party
invitations	and	loot	bags	to	the	perfect	party	playlist,	here’s	what	you	need	to	remember:	Send	out	invites	easy	to	get	your	guests’	attention.	Here’s	a	checklist	for	creating	the	perfect	Halloween	party	invites	or	tickets:	Include	all	logistic	essentials:	date,	location,	time,	and	theme	Add	other	helpful	details	such	as	costumes,	parking	information,
contests,	etc.	For	ticketed	events,	provide	information	on	where	to	purchase	tickets	and	pricing	Use	Eventbrite	to	send	online	invites	or	sell	e-tickets	to	combat	the	Halloween	event	rush	You	can	personalize	your	e-invite	designs	and	increase	ticket	sales	using	Eventbrite’s	smart	marketing	tools	to	reach	your	target	audience.	Choose	a	snazzy	design
that	grabs	the	eye	and	previews	the	spine-tingling	fun	that	awaits	guests.	Whether	you	choose	gothic	motifs,	classic	witchy	symbols,	or	eerie	accessories,	your	invitations	should	reflect	your	event’s	theme	and	style.	With	real-time	insights,	you	can	track	your	results	and	adapt	your	invite	whenever	to	expand	your	reach	and	increase	ticket	sales.	Pro
Tip:	Create	an	incentive	for	guests	to	buy	tickets	online.	When	attendees	make	an	online	purchase,	you	get	an	upfront	commitment	of	their	attendance,	and	you	can	accumulate	email	addresses	to	notify	them	of	future	parties.	You	can	create	incentives	to	buy	online	by	increasing	the	price	at	the	door	so	that	guests	purchase	tickets	online	beforehand.
For	example,	offer	a	free	drink	before	a	certain	time	when	guests	purchase	an	online	ticket	(a	bonus	for	getting	people	to	arrive	earlier)	to	create	hype	around	the	event	and	instill	a	fear	that	the	event	might	sell	out	(which	is	entirely	true).	Ultra	Australia	/	Ultra	Australia	2023	/	Melbourne,	AUS	When	it	comes	to	Halloween	decorations,	your
atmosphere	should	be	eerie	and	perfectly	crafted	to	suit	the	event’s	theme.	Start	by	ensuring	your	decor	complements	your	event’s	vibe	and	considers	your	audience	(don’t	make	it	too	frightening	for	children	or	too	childish	for	adults).	While	creating	the	perfect	space,	always	prioritize	safety	and	allow	enough	setup	time.	Here	are	some	creative	event
ideas	to	match	different	Halloween	vibes:	Black	sheets:	Use	dark	Halloween	sheets	to	create	a	haunted-house	feel,	which	is	perfect	for	a	‘Spooky	Mansion’	atmosphere.	Spider	webs	and	fake	cobwebs:	Create	an	eerie	ambiance	with	timeless	accessories,	which	is	ideal	for	a	‘Creepy	Crawlers’	theme.	Blood	red	paint:	Use	this	Halloween-favorite	prop	on
walls,	signage,	and	props.	Skeletons:	Include	skeletons	throughout	the	venue	for	a	‘Haunted	Graveyard’	feel.	Decorating	your	venue	is	one	of	the	best	parts	of	Halloween	planning,	and	making	sure	your	decor	matches	the	chosen	vibe	is	key	for	a	memorable	and	enjoyable	event.	If	you	prefer	to	get	crafty,	you	can	use	DIY	decorations	for	a	personalized
finish.	Pro	Tip:	According	to	a	recent	YouGov	survey,	42%	of	consumers	said	it’s	important	that	Halloween	goods	are	eco-friendly.	So	if	you	plan	to	use	lots	of	decorations,	think	about	how	much	waste	your	event	might	create.		Try	to	upcycle	or	repurpose	wherever	possible	—	and	if	you	plan	on	throwing	Halloween	events	annually,	store	your
decorations	after	each	party	to	reuse	them.	Your	Halloween	bash	is	only	as	good	as	the	entertainment	you	provide	for	your	guests,	so	go	all	out.	Options	that	you	might	want	to	check	out	include:	A	live	band	or	live	DJ	Hire	professional	performers	(like	dancers,	fire	eaters,	clowns,	actors,	or	magicians)	Stage	a	costume	contest	Hold	a	cocktail
masterclass	Set	up	an	arts	and	crafts	station	Either	way,	play	to	your	crowd	and	deliver	the	type	of	entertainment	your	target	audience	is	looking	for.	If	you’re	hosting	a	family	event,	it’s	worth	booking	various	forms	of	entertainment	to	accommodate	different	age	groups,	so	there’s	something	for	everyone.	Pumpkins	are	pretty	much	synonymous	with
Halloween.	That’s	why	you	need	to	work	them	into	your	decor	(or	even	your	party	theme).	For	starters,	display	lit	or	painted	pumpkins	for	a	traditional	ambiance	suitable	for	a	‘Classic	Halloween’	feel.	You	can	also	incorporate	pumpkin	into	your	catering	menu,	create	a	pumpkin-flavored	signature	cocktail,	or	brand	your	event	using	a	palette	of	orange
and	green.	Pro	Tip:	Use	pumpkins	as	your	party	entertainment	by	setting	up	a	Jack-o-lantern	competition.	Pumpkin	carving	is	a	great	party	activity	for	kids,	but	it’s	also	the	perfect	way	to	tap	into	some	holiday	nostalgia	at	adult-only	parties.	The	Bloody	Mary	Festival	/	The	Bloody	Mary	Festival	/	Brooklyn,	NY	Signature	party	punch	or	awesome
cocktails	inspired	by	the	event’s	theme	can	take	your	Halloween	party	experience	to	the	next	level.	Whether	serving	adults	or	families,	there’s	a	holiday	spirit	to	quench	every	guest’s	thirst.	For	the	grown-ups,	tantalize	taste	buds	with	cocktail	ideas	like	Pumpkin	Ale,	Witches’	Brew,	Zombie	Punch,	or	the	classic	Bloody	Mary.	Meanwhile,	include	a	kid-
friendly	drinks	menu,	and	why	not	trial	a	twist	on	the	traditional	Halloween	trick-or-treat	with	sweet	cocktail	ideas?		Offer	guests	various	mixed	shots,	and	challenge	your	guests	to	choose	and	their	shots	—	with	a	surprise	element	to	add	some	fun.		Don’t	forget	to	provide	non-alcoholic	drink	options	no	matter	your	target	audience	and	enough	cups
with	a	Halloween	hue	so	everyone	can	indulge	in	the	eerie	libations.	Halloween-themed	illumination	can	light	up	your	event!		For	indoor	parties,	consider	eerie	candelabras,	sinister-colored	bulbs,	and	ghostly	lanterns	to	cast	enchanting	glows.	Outdoors,	evoke	a	spooky	aura	with:	Fairy	lights	Jack-o’-lantern	path	lights	Bizarre	LED	tombstones	String
lights	You	can	even	throw	in	some	eerie	mist	with	a	fog	machine	or	the	classic	dry	ice	trick.	Pro	Tip:	No	matter	how	much	you	want	to	scare	your	guests,	safety	is	always	your	priority.	Keep	in	mind	the	use	of	open	flames	indoors,	and	choose	weather-resistant	lighting	for	a	safe	and	spellbinding	atmosphere.	Loot	bags	are	a	brilliant	way	to	give	your
guests	souvenirs	to	remember	your	amazing	Halloween	event.	But	they’re	also	a	useful	way	to	remind	guests	to	buy	tickets	for	your	upcoming	events	by	making	sure	your	events	are	memorable.	So	what	should	you	include	in	your	goody	bags?	If	you’re	planning	a	kids’	Halloween	party	or	a	family	event,	think:	Different	types	of	candies	Affordable
items	(like	fake	spiders)	Face	tattoos	Coloring	sheets	But	if	you’re	throwing	adult-themed	Halloween	parties,	fill	your	loot	bags	with:		Cards	with	cocktail	recipes	Cocktail	mix	Samples	from	partner	brands	(like	perfume,	cosmetics,	or	mixers)	Coupons	for	discounted	tickets	to	upcoming	parties	You	don’t	have	to	break	the	bank	here.	Just	think	about
your	ideal	party	guest	and	target	audience,	and	then	fill	up	your	goody	bags	with	the	sort	of	stuff	you	think	they’d	genuinely	love.	No	party	is	complete	without	an	amazing	party	playlist	to	get	your	guests	up	and	moving.	So	what	should	you	look	for	in	the	ultimate	playlist?	First	of	all,	stick	to	your	theme	and	build	your	party	playlist	around	that.	For
example,	maybe	you’re	creating	an	homage	to	90s	slasher	movies.	If	so,	it’s	an	absolute	must	that	your	party	playlist	comes	with	90s	floor	fillers.	But	even	if	you	don’t	have	a	theme,	you	should	include	some	Halloween	classics	your	party	guests	will	expect.	That	means	songs	like:	Thriller	by	Michael	Jackson	Ghostbusters	by	Ray	Parker	Jr	Time	Warp
from	Rocky	Horror	That’s	just	the	tip	of	the	iceberg,	but	you	get	the	idea.	Even	if	you’re	not	planning	a	huge	dance	party,	a	chilling	playlist	is	still	a	must.	For	example,	for	a	dining	experience,	consider	soundtracks	of	classic	horror	movies	for	background	ambiance.	Candy	corn	is	basically	the	official	candy	of	Halloween	—	and	so	it	doesn’t	matter
what	age	group	your	party	targets.	You	need	to	have	candy	corn.	You	can	create	a	candy	corn	station	that’s	self-serve	for	guests	to	get	a	quick	sugar	hit.		Use	mini	scoops,	glass	jars,	or	paper	bags	so	guests	can	take	bags	of	candy	home.	A	candy	station	is	a	great	alternative	for	those	who	aren’t	keen	on	alcoholic	drinks,	and	it’s	a	surefire	way	to
capitalize	on	people’s	childhood	nostalgia.	GTFO	/	Ghost	Making	your	event	the	top	pick	is	important	in	a	world	filled	with	Halloween	competition	in	the	event	space.	With	many	options,	you	need	to	follow	a	strategic	approach	to	capture	your	guests’	attention.	As	you	start	marketing	your	Halloween	party,	always	remember	your	target	audience	and
know	what	makes	your	event	stand	out	from	others.	Then,	use	the	following	promotion	techniques	to	allow	your	Halloween	party	to	be	the	ultimate	spooktacular	soirée	of	the	season.	Before	you	put	your	marketing	efforts	into	practice,	a	well-designed	website	is	your	essential	haunt.	Your	website	provides	vital	event	information	and	also	shapes	the
first	impression.	Ensure	it	captures	the	theme	and	your	event	branding	and	resonates	with	your	target	audience.	Bear	in	mind	a	consistent	design,	graphics,	and	content	throughout,	too.	Also,	prepare	for	any	surges	in	traffic	and	prioritize	a	mobile-friendly	website	theme	since	90%	of	visitors	access	your	event	details	from	their	phones.	If	you’re
looking	for	a	flexible	way	to	maximize	your	exposure,	partner	with	an	event	solution	like	Eventbrite.	Pro	Tip:	Include	images	and	videos	on	your	registration	page	to	brand	your	page	and	give	potential	ticket	buyers	a	feel	for	the	event	type.		Harness	the	power	of	social	media	to	create	a	buzz	around	your	Halloween	event.		Begin	by	creating	a	catchy,
consistent	hashtag	that	easily	integrates	into	your	posts	and	all	communication	channels.	Encourage	guests	to	use	it	and	offer	incentives	for	engagement,	like	photo	contests	or	branded	photo	booths.	You	can	incorporate	Eventbrite’s	Marketing	Tools	for	paid	promotion	on	platforms	like	Facebook	and	Instagram.	Creators	who	used	them	sold	more
than	63%	more	tickets	per	event.	With	recommended	audiences	and	seamless	ticket	sales	integration,	Eventbrite	can	take	your	event	marketing	to	the	next	level,	ensuring	your	Halloween	bash	stands	out	in	the	digital	realm.	If	you	want	to	see	this	in	practice,	check	out	BLACC	FIRE	HOSPITALITY.	They	always	do	an	incredible	job	showcasing	their
Halloween	events	with	reels	and	content	that	delivers	major	FOMO	(“fear	of	missing	out”).	That’s	why	we	can’t	wait	to	see	what	they	have	in	store	for	their	upcoming	Rollingween	Party.	Take	a	look	at	what	happened	at	last	year’s	event:	Pro	Tip:	Get	the	word	out.	Use	all	the	tools	we	provide,	like	widgets	and	email	invitations,	to	spread	the	word	and
sell	out	early.	Publish	your	event	on	Facebook	and	promote	it	on	X/Twitter.	Yoga	and	wellness	instructor	Marquita	René,	founder	of	Black	Velveteen	Yoga,	depends	on	Eventbrite’s	social	media	tools	to	connect	with	her	audience	and	other	brands	who	relate	to	her	cause.	Don’t	neglect	email	marketing	when	it	comes	to	event	promotion.	It	ensures	your
Halloween	bash	stays	top-of-mind	for	potential	guests.	With	Eventbrite,	you	can	take	your	email	marketing	efforts	to	new	heights,	reaching	your	target	audience	and	automating	campaigns	for	maximum	impact.	Personalize	your	emails	to	increase	engagement	and	conversions,	and	schedule	them	strategically	for	the	best	open	rates.	Eventbrite	boasts
59%	higher	open	rates	compared	to	the	industry	average	—	and	when	you	take	a	look	at	our	wide	range	of	advanced	features,	it’s	not	hard	to	see	why.	Eventbrite	offers:	Artificial	Intelligence	(AI)	content	assistance	to	help	you	come	up	with	stellar	content	your	subscribers	will	love	A	seamless	integration	with	Mailchimp	to	support	dynamic,	colorful,
and	advanced	automated	email	journeys	Automated	event	reminders	so	your	ticket	holders	know	when	and	where	they	need	to	be	to	catch	the	action	“The	email	aspect	of	Eventbrite	was	a	great	resource	for	me	because	it	allowed	me	to	send	reminders	to	my	attendees	when	class	was	starting,”	says	Marquita	René.	Don’t	underestimate	how	powerful
email	can	be;	it	keeps	your	guests	excited	and	updated	about	your	spooktacular	party.	Pro	Tip:	Schedule	emails	to	guests	two	weeks	before	your	event	and	the	day	before	to	generate	excitement	and	remind	them	to	invite	their	friends.	230	FIFTH	ROOFTOP	/	New	Year’s	Eve	2023	@230	Fifth	Rooftop	/	New	York,	NY	Harness	the	influence	of	industry
experts	to	create	excitement	for	your	Halloween	event.	Partner	with	relevant	influencers	who	your	target	audience	will	connect	with	and	boast	a	track	record	of	engaging	their	followers.	They	can	do	so	by	promoting	your	event	on	their	social	media	channels,	or	you	may	invite	them	as	a	guest	to	participate	in	the	event	itself.	This	works	really	well
with	local	influencers	or	micro-influencers	who	have	a	lot	of	followers	from	the	target	audience.	By	enlisting	their	support,	you	can	extend	your	event’s	reach	and	build	credibility,	ensuring	your	Halloween	bash	becomes	the	talk	of	the	town.	Looking	for	inspiration?	Check	out	PlentyofParties.		They’re	great	at	leveraging	the	audiences	of	other	big
players	in	the	area	to	promote	parties	like	their	upcoming	Halloween	NYC	Events.	Finally,	get	creative	to	build	anticipation	for	your	Halloween	extravaganza	to	ensure	a	spine-chilling	success.		Here	are	some	promotional	tips	to	get	your	guests	excited:	Craft	punny	and	captivating	copy	for	your	promotional	content	that	evokes	the	spirit	of	Halloween.	
For	example,	‘Unmask	the	Fright:	Join	Us	at	the	All	Hallow’s	Eve	Ball,’	‘Ghostly	Greetings:	Don’t	Be	a	Ghoul,	Reserve	Your	Spot!,’	or	‘Fright	Night	Festivities:	Be	Witch-ed	to	Join	Us.’	Engage	your	audience	with	social	media	contests.		From	sweepstakes	for	event	tickets	to	user-generated	content	contests	like	‘Best	Halloween	Makeup’,	or	‘Most
Creative	DIY	Halloween	Craft,’	these	activities	create	excitement	and	also	expand	your	reach.	Offer	exclusive	sneak	peeks	of	your	event	setup.	Share	behind-the-scenes	photos	and	mysterious	teasers	that	keep	followers	on	the	edge	of	their	seats	and	craving	more.	By	including	these	tactics	into	your	promotion	strategy,	your	Halloween	party	will
create	a	buss	in	no	time!	Pro	Tip:	Encourage	attendees	and	staff	to	arrive	wearing	a	Halloween	costume.	Have	a	costume	contest,	and	during	the	registration	process,	ask	what	category	they	want	to	enter	to	get	them	thinking	about	the	costume	in	advance.	You	can	do	this	by	creating	custom	questions	in	the	registration	process.	Keep	the	categories
general,	like	scariest	or	most	creative,	so	that	people	who	haven’t	picked	a	Halloween	costume	can	still	enter.	GTFO	/	Crossing	The	Potomac	Shouldn’t	Be	This	Scary	The	long-awaited	day	is	finally	here,	and	it’s	time	to	ensure	your	Halloween	party	is	everything	your	guests	could	want.	Explore	this	last-minute	Halloween	party	planning	checklist	for	a
night	of	spooktacular	memories.	Send	a	text	or	email	to	all	RSVP’d	guests	informing	them	of	the	party’s	location	and	any	last-minute	or	cruical	details.		Include	information	about	directions,	parking,	and	any	entry	guidance	for	different	guest	categories,	such	as	performances,	celebrities,	or	specific	ticket	holders.	Again,	this	is	where	partnering	with
Eventbrite	can	save	you	a	lot	of	work.	With	Eventbrite,	you	can	set	up	automated	reminders	to	send	to	all	your	event	attendees	with	key	information	or	the	answers	to	frequently	asked	questions	—	freeing	up	your	time	to	focus	on	more	important	last-minute	details.	Get	that	Halloween	glow	with	LED	lights,	candles,	and	a	mysterious	fog	machine.
Check	your	lighting	accessories	are	working	properly,	and	place	open	flames	safely	away	from	any	flammable	objects.		Use	Halloween-themed	signs	to	instruct	guests	to	communal	areas	such	as	the	bar,	food	table,	bathroom,	and	dance	floor,	especially	if	your	eerie	ambiance	makes	navigation	a	challenge.	Fully	stock	the	bar	with	tasty	snacks	and
appetizers	that	are	prepped	for	serving.	Remember	ice,	too!		Set	up	a	cupcake	station	or	include	a	candy	bucket	ready	for	sweet	treats.	As	the	event’s	start	time	approaches,	keep	everything	conveniently	stocked	in	the	fridge	or	on	the	counter	for	easy	access	with	napkins	available.	Look	around	to	ensure	the	Halloween	decorations,	tables,	or	drink
stations	don’t	obstruct	any	exits	with	objects.		Make	sure	there’s	a	fire	extinguishers	accessible	in	each	room,	and	have	a	well-stocked	first	aid	kit	within	reach	for	any	minor	incidents.	Also,	remember	to	prepare	yourself	to	handle	guests	who	may	get	too	indulged.	If	you	employ	event	staff,	set	up	a	full	event	briefing	with	each	member	of	the	team	to
go	over	your	risk	assessment	and	event	safety	plan.	It’s	critical	everybody	knows	the	plan	inside	and	out	so	they’re	prepared	for	the	worst-case	scenarios.	Allocate	time	for	capturing	memorable	event	photos.	Create	a	dedicated	online	photo	album	to	include	cherised	mementos	of	the	guests	live.	action	at	your	party	Most	importantly,	don’t	forget	to
wear	your	Halloween	costume	to	get	into	the	spirit,	too.	A	spooktacular	party	doesn’t	need	to	be	perfect	to	provide	an	amazing	experience	for	guests.	Creating	the	ultimate	Halloween	event	requires	careful	planning,	creativity,	research,	and	a	deep	knowledge	of	your	target	audience.	With	our	comprehensive	Halloween	party	checklist	and	expert
guidance,	you’re	now	ready	to	host	a	hauntingly	unforgettable	event	that	your	guests	could	only	expect	in	their	nightmares	(in	a	good	way!).	For	easier	event	planning	and	promotion,	sign	up	to	Eventbrite	—	your	trusted	partner	for	delivering	memorable	experiences.	Dare	to	make	this	Halloween	party	the	best	one	ever	—	start	planning	now!	With
Halloween	just	around	the	corner,	it’s	about	time	to	start	planning	the	festivities!	If	you	intend	to	throw	a	Halloween	party	this	year,	you’ll	want	to	make	sure	you	have	everything	you	need.	From	eerie	appetizers	to	Halloween	entertainment	ideas,	this	Halloween	party	checklist	will	help	you	get	organized	and	ready	for	the	Monster	Mash.		READ
MORE:	Here's	a	simple	Halloween	party	checklist	to	help	you	get	started	this	year:	Pro	Tip:	Save	or	print	this	Halloween	party	checklist	PDF	for	easy	reference	while	planning	your	spooky	soiree.	Spooky	Venue	Photo:	Africa	Studio/Shutterstock.com	Where	will	you	host	your	spooky	soiree?	Depending	on	your	guest	list,	you’ll	want	to	decide	what	kind
of	space	is	best	suited	for	your	Halloween	get-together.	If	you’re	not	looking	to	entertain	from	home,	you	may	want	to	peruse	local	venues	instead.	Between	renting	out	a	warehouse,	restaurant,	or	private	garden,	there	are	definitely	a	few	options	to	consider.	Take	a	look	through	our	venue	listings	for	inspiration!	Halloween	Decorations
Photo:	Viacheslav	Nikolaenko/Shutterstock.com	Decorations	are	everything	on	Halloween.	Decide	on	what	kind	of	vibe	you	want	before	hitting	up	your	local	party	supplies	shop.	Creepy	and	macabre?	Bewitching	and	elegant?	Autumn	auburn	and	orange?	The	options	are	vast,	but	we	recommend	picking	just	one	look	to	avoid	an	overly	complex
aesthetic.	Plus,	choosing	specific	party	decor	may	even	help	narrow	down	what	kind	of	Halloween	costume	to	wear.		Lights	Photo:	tomertu/Shutterstock.com	Lighting,	though	often	looked	over,	is	crucial	to	the	ambience	of	your	Halloween	party.	There’s	nothing	worse	than	blinding	fluorescents	on	a	night	that	is	meant	to	exhibit	enchantment	and
mystery.	You’ll	want	a	warm	glow	at	your	party,	either	by	using	candles,	an	assortment	of	lamps,	or	hanging	fairy	lights.	If	you’re	lucky,	your	party	space	may	have	lights	with	dimmers,	in	which	case	a	little	extra	decorative	lighting	(or	perhaps	a	disco	ball?)	is	all	you	need.		Halloween	Food	Photo:	AS	Food	studio/Shutterstock.com	A	killer	menu	that
features	fun	and	easy	finger	foods	is	important	to	prepare	for	your	Halloween	party.	Unless	you’re	hosting	a	sit-down	dinner,	passing	around	spooky	appetizers	and	Halloween	treats	should	be	enough	to	satisfy	your	guests’	cravings	without	interrupting	the	vibe.	Consider	hiring	a	caterer	if	you	would	prefer	a	professional	to	handle	the	menu,
especially	if	your	guest	list	leans	on	the	larger	side.		Halloween	Drinks	Photo:	VGstockstudio/Shutterstock.com	Sinister	cocktails?	Pumpkin	ale?	Butterbeer?	You	know	your	guests	best,	so	decide	on	a	signature	beverage	they’ll	enjoy	and	serve	it	all	evening	long.	If	you	don’t	want	to	worry	about	making	sure	glasses	stay	full,	consider	a	self-serve	punch
bowl,	stocking	the	fridge	with	canned	drinks,	or	even	hiring	a	bartender.		Rentals	Photo:	Igisheva	Maria/Shutterstock.com	If	you’re	planning	on	hosting	in	your	home	or	backyard,	be	sure	to	consider	how	much	seating,	glassware,	and	utensils	you	have.	Venues	will	often	provide	the	basics,	but	it’s	a	good	habit	to	find	out	exactly	what	will	be	provided	-
in	case	you	need	to	rent	anything	extra.	From	wine	glasses	to	photo	booths,	you	can	rent	just	about	anything	for	an	evening!			Choose	a	Halloween	Party	Theme	Photo:	Anna	Zheludkova/Shutterstock.com	Although	a	Halloween	party	itself	is	technically	a	themed	party,	decide	whether	or	not	you	want	to	be	more	specific.	You	could	host	a	murder
mystery	party	where	everyone	dresses	in	glamorous	40s	garb,	a	DIY	costumes	only	party,	or	even	a	Harry	Potter	themed	party.	Holiday	events	can	become	a	little	predictable	at	times,	and	choosing	an	interesting	theme	could	be	just	the	way	to	mix	it	up.	If	you’re	looking	for	inspiration,	take	a	gander	through	our	10	favorite	Halloween	party	themes.	
Halloween	Entertainment	Photo:	n_defender/Shutterstock.com	Now!	We’re!	Talking!	Nothing	beats	a	Halloween	party	except	a	Halloween	party	with	awesome	entertainment.	The	Bash	offers	a	variety	of	performers,	like	fortune	tellers,	tarot	card	readers,	magicians,	hypnotists,	and	even	murder	mystery	entertainment.	We	can	also	connect	you	to
photo	booths,	face	painters,	and	virtual	entertainment	too.	Whichever	type	of	entertainment	you	choose	for	your	Halloween	party,	we’re	here	to	help	you	find	your	best	fit.	Wondering	exactly	how	to	hire?	Check	out	our	tips	on	how	to	hire	virtual	or	IRL	entertainment!		Find	more	Halloween	entertainment	and	party	ideas	on	The	Bash.	About	Brittany
BarberBrittany	Barber,	lover	of	books,	dogs	and	romance,	graduated	from	Bishop’s	University	with	a	Communications	and	Theatre	degree.	After	spending	some	time	working	abroad	in	the	theatre	world,	she	is	now	a	freelance	writer	covering	a	range	of	lifestyle	topics	including	wedding	and	event	planning	for	The	Bash,	WeddingWire,	2life	and	Fluttr.
When	October	arrives,	I	can't	help	but	begin	daydreaming	of	pumpkin	patches,	haunted	houses,	and	spooky	snacks.	I	anticipate	the	cooler	temperatures	here	in	Florida,	and	I	know	it's	the	best	time	to	throw	an	outdoor	party.	With	Halloween	coming	up	soon,	I	decided	to	throw	a	Halloween	bash!	I	broke	out	the	Halloween	decor	and	stocked	up	on
Halloween	snacks.	Keep	reading	for	all	the	details,	including	a	checklist	to	get	you	organized	for	Halloween!	Let's	throw	a	party!	FOOD	+	DRINKS	I	like	parties	that	start	just	after	nap	time	(I	do	have	a	toddler	after	all!),	so	a	heavy	lunch	menu	isn't	necessary.	Instead,	I	opted	for	a	few	snacks	and	dips	to	appease	our	party	guests.	Since	I	was	serving
dips,	I	picked	two	varieties	of	Wheat	Thins	I	had	never	tried	before.	I	instantly	thought	that	the	ranch	would	go	well	with	a	buffalo	chicken	dip,	and	I	knew	the	lime	Wheat	Thins	would	have	a	zesty	flavor	that	would	pair	well	with	salsa	and	a	homemade	fish	dip.	To	get	the	party	started,	I	set	out	both	flavors	of	Wheat	Thins	with	salsa	and	buffalo
chicken	dip.	I	also	used	a	Halloween	platter	to	display	favors	and	Oreos.	For	an	extra	dip,	I	prepared	an	at-home	option	using	wild-caught	fish!	This	recipe	is	definitely	a	classic,	and	it	pairs	well	with	the	crisp	crunch	of	a	Wheat	Thin.	The	fish	dip	was	a	crowd	favorite,	and	it	had	a	subtle	spicy	kick	that	was	quite	tasty.	With	a	spicy	appetizer,	drinks
were	necessary.	I	dressed	up	the	Dasani	water	bottles	and	orange	Fanta	with	a	few	Halloween	touches.	I	used	bright	packing	tape	to	decorate	the	water,	and	I	added	ice	to	a	Halloween	plastic	tub.	This	became	the	“cooler,”	and	I	definitely	recreating	this	idea	for	trick-or-treaters	on	Halloween	night!	How	easy	is	this?	I	then	used	a	glass	drink
dispenser	to	pour	in	Fanta	to	enjoy.	I	decorated	the	container	with	yellow	Danger	tape.	Halloween	themed	striped	straws,	cups,	and	napkins	completed	the	drink	station.	I	elevated	the	drink	dispenser	so	guests	could	access	the	drinks	easily.	I	recommend	using	crates	(this	one	came	from	Walmart	as	well!)	or	sturdy	stands.	Other	items	on	the	menu?	
Candied	apples,	cupcakes,	and	DIY	push	pops!	Black	and	orange	frosting	topped	each	cupcake,	while	spooky	sprinkles	covered	these	push	pops!	To	create	your	own,	find	plastic	containers	online	or	at	a	party	store.	Layer	mini	muffins	or	brownies	with	colorful	frosting.	Top	with	sprinkles	and	enjoy!	For	another	idea,	check	out	this	delicious	push	pop
recipe.	DECOR	I	decorated	each	table	with	matching	tablecloths	and	pumpkins.	I	don't	like	to	carve	pumpkins,	so	instead,	we	decorated	them.	We	had	a	pirate	pumpkin	along	with	a	few	burlap	pie	pumpkins.	Use	felt	pieces	and	tape	to	give	your	pirate	an	eye	patch	and	a	hat.	Add	a	googly	eye,	a	dangly	earring,	and	a	silly	mouth	sticker	to	complete	his
look.	I	found	the	burlap	ribbon	also	at	Walmart	and	used	clear	tape	to	adhere	it	to	the	pumpkin.	An	under	five-minute	craft?	I'll	take	it!	I	used	these	black	chalkboard	pails	and	stuck	on	clear	Halloween	stickers.	I	filled	each	one	with	straws,	silverware,	and	other	party	essentials.	And,	of	course,	the	Oreos	were	piled	high	on	a	Halloween	platter.
FAVORS	I	try	to	create	party	favors	for	every	shindig	I	throw,	and	edible	favors	are	best!	I	made	favor	bags	for	very	cheap	this	year	using	stickers	and	small	treat	bags	that	each	cost	under	$1.	Paired	with	Halloween	Oreos,	these	favors	were	easy	to	assemble	and	share.	GAMES	Host	your	own	Halloween	Hunt!	Download	this	free	printable	and	let	the
little	ones	go	on	a	hunt	to	complete	these	tasks.	From	finding	monsters	and	zombies	to	listening	to	spooky	music,	this	list	has	you	covered!	And,	you	can	cross	off	“take	a	Halloween	photo”	by	setting	up	this	fun	photo	booth!	PHOTO	BOOTH	I	love	a	good	photo	booth,	but	I	don't	have	the	necessary	equipment	to	really	make	it	work.	I	hope	to	own	a
backdrop	stand	ONE	day,	but	I	had	been	using	shower	curtains	or	large	pieces	of	fabric.	When	I	was	shopping	the	seasonal	section	at	Walmart,	I	thought	about	the	plastic	door	decor	signs.	Couldn't	I	just	attach	those	to	my	sliding	glass	doors?	Why,	yes,	yes	I	can.	I	grabbed	two	of	them	for	under	$2,	and	found	some	photo	props	to	use.	It	was	a	fun
addition	to	the	party.			And,	we	had	the	most	fun	October	has	ever	seen!	Are	you	ready	to	host	your	own	Halloween	party?	I'm	sharing	with	you	my	list	for	what	I	needed	to	get	started!	Download	this	Halloween	Checklist	and	you	will	be	on	your	way	for	an	epic	celebration!	What's	your	favorite	detail?	Are	you	throwing	a	Halloween	party?	Halloween
Dessert	Recipes:	Planning	any	party	can	put	extra	stress	on	even	the	most	organized	people.	You	should	be	excited	about	your	party,	not	stressed!	In	this	article,	we’ll	share	the	perfect	Halloween	party	checklist	that	will	help	you	throw	the	best	party	and	keep	you	organized	to	ensure	nothing	is	forgotten	–	we’ve	also	included	it	as	a	freebie	for	you!
This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links,	which	means	I’ll	receive	a	commission	if	you	purchase	through	my	link,	at	no	extra	cost	to	you.	I’m	pretty	sure	we’ve	ALL	been	here	before…you’ve	been	planning	your	party	for	weeks,	if	not	months,	and	the	big	day	has	finally	come.	Only	for	you	to	be	sitting	with	your	friends	or	family	thinking,	“I	can’t	believe	I
forgot	to	make	a	playlist.”	Whatever	it	may	be,	we’ve	probably	all	been	there.	And	while	your	guests	might	not	realize	your	missing	piece,	you	do	and	it	might	be	eating	you	up	inside!	When	it	comes	to	throwing	a	great	party,	being	organized	is	key.	You	don’t	want	to	have	a	jump	scare	as	party	day	approaches	–	you	want	to	be	on	top	of	things!	We’ve
put	together	the	perfect	Halloween	party	checklist	that	will	help	you	stay	organized	and	make	sure	you	haven’t	forgotten	a	single	detail	for	your	big	party.	Chances	are	you	won’t	be	hosting	the	only	Halloween	party	in	town,	so	be	sure	to	set	the	date	as	soon	as	possible.	Once	you	nail	down	the	date,	it’s	time	to	settle	on	a	theme	and	gather	all	the
information	you	will	need	to	send	out	the	invitations.	Make	sure	you	have	decided	on	the	theme	so	your	guests	know	whether	to	come	dressed	up	or	not.	If	you	are	sending	out	invitations	through	the	mail,	be	sure	to	give	yourself	some	extra	time	to	track	down	everyone’s	addresses.	The	alternative	(and	probably	more	efficient)	route	is	to	send	out	e-
vites	to	your	guests.	There	are	plenty	of	these	available	online	for	free.	Check	out	Evite	or	Punchbowl	to	get	your	creative	juices	flowing.	Order	your	party	decor.	Now	that	you’ve	decided	on	your	theme,	starting	ordering	everything	you	need!	Shipping	is	pretty	quick	for	the	most	part	these	days	(I’m	looking	at	you	Amazon	Prime),	but	it’s	never	too
early	to	get	ahead	in	this	department,	especially	if	shipping	takes	longer	than	you	originally	anticipated.	The	most	important	things	are	decided,	so	now	you	have	a	bit	of	downtime	until	you	really	have	to	kick	it	into	party	prep	mode.	Take	this	time	to	establish	the	ambiance	you’re	looking	to	achieve.	Is	it	spooky?	Is	it	scary?	Make	a	music	playlist	that
will	help	set	the	mood	for	your	party.	You	could	even	decide	that	a	background	movie	is	more	your	style	–	something	scary	of	course!	Head	to	the	grocery	store.	Stock	up	on	anything	that	you	can	make	ahead	of	time.	Any	extra	time	you	can	spare	as	the	party	day	approaches	will	be	better	spent	elsewhere.	Think	about	all	of	the	things	you	can	buy	that
don’t	need	to	be	bought	fresh	a	day	or	two	before,	like	soft	drinks	and	punch	mix,	ingredients	for	your	desserts,	and	candy.	Get	all	of	that	out	of	the	way!	It’s	also	a	good	idea	to	do	your	first	big	grocery	haul	ahead	of	time	in	case	the	grocery	store	is	out	of	anything	you	need.	This	will	give	you	time	to	check	out	another	store,	or	wait	until	your
preferred	store	has	restocked	what	you	need.	Whether	you	plan	to	carve	your	pumpkins	or	just	use	them	for	decor,	you	have	to	buy	them	at	just	the	right	time.	Any	earlier	than	a	couple	days	before	and	you	may	risk	it	rotting.	You	also	need	to	give	yourself	some	time	to	carve	it	if	that’s	your	plan.	If	you’re	hosting	a	costume	party,	make	sure	you	have
all	the	pieces	to	put	your	costumer	together.	With	a	few	days	to	go,	it	still	gives	you	a	chance	to	pick	up	any	missing	parts	before	party	day.	If	you’re	giving	your	guests	a	party	favor,	don’t	wait	until	the	day	of	to	assemble	these.	Get	it	out	of	the	way	now!	It	can	be	as	simple	as	a	loot	bag	with	some	Halloween	candy.	Whatever	it	is,	your	guests	will	love
to	receive	a	special	treat	at	the	end	of	your	party.	Now	is	the	time	to	hit	the	grocery	store	for	the	last-minute	things	you	keep	forgetting	to	get.	It’s	also	the	best	time	to	grab	anything	fresh	that	you	need	for	your	party	food.	Decorate!	Do	as	much	as	you	can	the	day	before	the	party	to	lessen	your	stress	on	the	big	day.	Wait	for	everyone	in	your	house
to	head	to	bed	before	doing	this	to	be	sure	nothing	gets	knocked	over	or	torn	down	accidentally.	Recharge	your	batteries.	Figuratively	and	literally.	Be	sure	to	charge	up	any	wireless	speakers	you	plan	on	using	for	the	party.	Charge	up	your	camera	too	if	you’re	using	one	to	make	sure	you	can	capture	all	kinds	of	fun	memories!	Don’t	forget	to	charge
your	own	batteries.	Take	some	time	to	relax	and	recharge	before	the	big	party.	You	have	a	big	day	coming	up	and	need	to	make	sure	you’re	not	feeling	like	the	night	of	the	living	dead!	Send	your	guests	a	quick	message	the	morning	of	to	let	them	know	how	excited	you	are	to	see	them	and	remind	them	of	any	details	they	might	have	forgotten.	Get	the
food	and	drinks	ready.	Put	out	everything	that	you	have	prepared	ahead	of	time	so	there	are	options	ready	for	when	your	guests	arrive!	If	you’re	dressing	up	for	your	party,	take	a	few	minutes	to	get	yourself	ready!	If	you	don’t	have	a	chance	to	finish	everything	you	wanted	to	before	your	guests	start	to	arrive,	let	it	go.	The	time	has	come	to	HAVE
FUN!	You’ve	put	in	a	lot	of	hard	work	to	plan	this	party,	and	now	is	the	time	to	enjoy	it.	This	article	should	give	you	all	the	details	you	need	to	check	off	your	Halloween	party	checklist.	Click	the	image	below	to	save	a	copy	of	this	Halloween	party	checklist	and	use	it	to	help	you	plan	the	perfect	Halloween	party.	You	May	Also	Like:


