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Antelopes are a diverse group of herbivorous mammals belonging to the family Bovidae, including cattle, goats, and sheep. The eight subfamilies (with 91 species) that make up the different types of antelopes live in Africa and parts of Asia, but humans have introduced some species to other regions.As we talk about the different types of antelope,
you'll notice that species vary according to their horns' appearance and unique body markings.Related Read: Antelope factsQuick links to the different types of antelope:Photo by sutirta budiman on UnsplashFun Fact: Did you know that the Common Eland holds the title of being the second largest antelope in the world? These magnificent creatures
can reach up to 6 feet at the shoulder and weigh as much as 2,200 pounds!The Common Eland is the second largest antelope species. This African antelope lives in the vast miombo woodlands and savannahs of southern and eastern Africa. The males boast an immense size, standing tall with shoulder heights of up to 1.6 meters and heavy weights
reaching close to a ton.. This comes from the tendons in their feet, slipping over small bones. Common Elands have a varied diet, incorporating leaves, branches, and grasses into their meals. During dry seasons, they turn to thorny bushes, trees, and even termite larvae for sustenance.Photo by Rystrom on PixabayFun Fact: Did you know that the
Greater Kudu is known for its incredible jumping ability? These majestic antelopes can leap up to 8 feet in the air and cover a distance of 30 feet in a single bound!The Greater Kudu (Tragelaphus strepsiceros) . The males of this species are tall and have twisted horns that can grow over 1.8 meters long. They weigh between 190 to 270 kg.They exhibit
a color palette ranging from brown to bluish-grey and reddish-brown, cut across by white stripes. Their distinct patterns are an effective camouflage against the backdrop of dense woods or highlands.The Greater Kudu roams around Eastern and Southern Africa. They tend to live alone or in small groups of males. In addition, they preferred eating
leaves, fruits, flowers, and grasses. Sometimes, they freeze, with their unique coat patterns acting as camouflage, while other times, they resort to leaping - reaching an impressive height of over 2.5 meters.Photo by Riccardo Parretti on PexelsFun Fact: Did you know that the Lesser Kudu is known for its incredible leaping ability? These agile
antelopes can jump up to 8 feet high and cover a distance of 25 feet in a single bound!In the heart of East Africa, the Lesser Kudu (Tragelaphus imberbis) carves its existence. This unique antelope calls Ethiopia, Tanzania, and Kenya home. Male horns spiral and can weigh up to 108 kg, while females have lighter horns. When it comes to eating, this
species mainly eats leaves and shoots, with the occasional treat of fruits and flowers. This shows how adaptable and tough it is.Photo by Charles J. Sharp on Wikimedia Commons licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0 (Cropped from original)Fun Fact: Did you know that the Giant Elands is the largest antelope species and can weigh up to 2,000 pounds?The
Giant Eland holds the title of being the largest antelope in the world. Both males and females of the Giant Eland have horns, which are large, spiraled, and can reach lengths of up to 3.3 feet (1 meter). The males' horns are thicker and more robust.Giant Elands have rich reddish-brown coats with vertical white stripes on their sides. Additionally, they
possess a dewlap, a loose flap of skin hanging from their necks. Their large size and long legs allow them to cover long distances while foraging for food and escaping predators.The Giant Eland is listed as "Least Concern" by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). Still, some populations are threatened by habitat loss, hunting, and
competition with livestock.Photo by amod2008 on PixabayFun Fact: Did you know that the Dama Gazelle holds the title for being the fastest antelope species in the Sahara Desert? These creatures can reach up to 60 mph speeds and are beautiful and agile.The Dama Gazelle, known scientifically as the Nanger dama, symbolizes majesty in the Sahara
desert and the Sahel of Africa. The Dama Gazelle has a white body, reddish-brown head and neck, and dark stripes from the eyes to the muzzle.Males are larger than their female counterparts, standing at 90-120 cm at the shoulder. They can weigh 35-75 kg and perform a unique high-jump display called 'pronking' when excited or threatened.
Gazelles are tough survivors who mostly eat leaves, grasses, and shoots. They can survive without water by getting moisture from their food.Male Dama Gazelles dominate the mating scene, often with multiple females. After six months, a single calf is born, showcasing the species' resilience in its arid environment.Photo by Chris Stenger on
UnsplashFun Fact: Did you know that the sable antelope is known for its incredible jumping ability? These majestic creatures can leap up to 10 feet in the air, which is higher than the average height of a basketball hoop!Like an African painting unfolding in real life, the Sable Antelope, also called Hippotragus niger, strides across the Eastern and
Southern African grasslands and savannah woodlands. The males, dark as night, command attention, while the females charm with their chestnut brown coats.The males boast an impressive set of curved horns, reaching up to 165 cm long. More than just ornaments, these majestic horns are a powerful defense tool and signify dominance when rivals
clash in the mating season.An intriguing hierarchy is at the heart of the Sable Antelope's social life. Herds, usually composed of 10 to 30 members, march under the rule of one male leader. Earning leadership status happens through epic battles of strength and technique.Photo by Charles J. Sharp on Wikimedia Commons licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0
(Cropped from original)Fun Fact: Did you know that the Roan Antelope is often called the "horse antelope" due to its horse-like appearance? Its scientific name, Hippotragus equinus, even translates to "horse-like horse." So, if you ever encounter a Roan Antelope, you might mistake it for a graceful equine!Roan antelope (Hippotragus equinus) in
certain parts of the African savanna. The roan antelope is a larger species known for its reddish-brown coat and distinct white facial markings.However, they showcase a penchant for areas where tall grass doesn't limit their field of view. As creatures tied to water, they strategically choose habitats near reliable sources of this life-sustaining
element.When it comes to eating, these antelopes mainly consume grasses as herbivores. However, their strength lies in their adaptability, as they can switch to eating leaves, shoots, and even fruits when there's a food shortage.Photo by Dr. Raju Kasambe on Wikimedia Commons licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0 (Cropped from original)Fun Fact: Did you
know that the four-horned antelope is the only species with four horns? While most antelope species have two horns, the four-horned antelope stands out because it has an additional set of horns.The distinctive quartet of antelope horns, not the usual two, crowns its head. The smaller pair of horns, nestled behind the dominant front two, extends just a
few centimeters, while the impressive primary pair team is up to 10 cm long. The male antelopes are called buck, which can boast four horned crowns, while female antelopes, called does, are hornless antelopes.The Four-horned Antelope is a herbivore on a grass, leaves, and fruits diet. It can thrive in open, dry, deciduous forests, grasslands, and
lightly wooded areas. However, this animal is difficult to spot as it avoids human contact by hiding in tall grass or bushes. This small breed is energetic and can leap when feeling threatened.Fun Fact: Did you know that the Tibetan antelope, also known as the chiru, is a species native to the Tibetan plateau? Tibetan antelopes are also swift runners
and can reach up to 60 miles per hour!The Tibetan antelope is a tough survivor on the super-high Tibetan Plateau. They are known for their unique appearance, with a pale, yellowish-brown coat and long, pointed horns that can grow up to 70 cm in length.This antelope has cool tricks to handle the harsh life. It has particular lungs and heart to
breathe well in places with less air. Its fur is like a warm sweater, with two layers that keep it snug even in freezing weather.The antelope is thoughtful about where it lives. In different seasons, it moves around to find food and avoid bad weather.Fun Fact: The royal antelope (Neotragus pygmaeus) are commonly called "dwarf antelopes" due to their
small size. .The royal antelope is a tiny animal found in West Africa's forests. It's one of the smallest kinds of antelopes and looks like a mini-deer species. It's only about 10 to 12 inches tall and weighs around 3 to 6.5 pounds.These antelopes are shy and like to hide, so they come out at night and stay alone. They eat plants and live in thick forests and
dense bushes.Photo by 7523944 on PixabayFun Fact: The gerenuk antelope has a funny name that means "giraffe-necked" in Somali. This is because it has a long neck, just like a giraffe. This special neck helps it eat leaves up high that other antelope species can't reach.The gerenuk is known for its long, slender neck, which is why it's sometimes
called the "giraffe gazelle or giraffe antelope." This adaptation allows it to stretch and reach high branches for food.Gerenuks are currently listed as a species of "Least Concern" by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), indicating they are not at immediate risk. However, they still face habitat loss and hunting threats in some
areas.Fun Fact: Did you know that spiral-horned antelopes are named after their distinct, impressive horns that spiral upward?The horns of spiral-horned antelopes serve multiple purposes, including communication. They can make sounds by clashing their horns together, which helps them communicate with others in their group.In most spiral-
horned antelope species, only the males have horns. The horns feature heavily in competition for mates and territory.Photo by derekkeats on Wikimedia Commons licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0 (Cropped from original)Fun Fact: Did you know that the Blue Duiker is one of the smallest antelopes in the world, standing only about 14 inches tall?The blue
duiker is one of the tiniest antelopes, only about 12-14 inches tall and 5-10 pounds heavy. Despite the name, it's not blue. Its fur is grey-brown with a hint of bluish tint. These antelopes are secretive and like to stay alone, so they're hard to spot.As small animals, blue duikers are preyed upon by various predators in their habitat, including larger
carnivores like leopards, eagles, and snakes. While the blue duiker is not currently considered threatened globally, specific local populations may be vulnerable due to habitat loss and hunting.Photo by jdblack on PixabayFun Fact: Did you know that the Scimitar Horned Oryx was once extinct in the wild but has since been reintroduced through
captive breeding programs?The scimitar-horned oryx is known for its long, elegant, curved horns that resemble a scimitar sword. These horns can grow up to 3 to 4 feet (about 1 meter) in length.To avoid the extreme daytime heat, they are primarily active during the cooler parts of the day, such as dawn and dusk.They are classified as critically
endangered species because of hunting and habitat loss. But people worked together to help and put them back in their homes. Now, in some places, their numbers are growing again.Photo by Stanislav Ferrao on UnsplashFun Fact: Did you know that the Arabian Oryx is the national animal of Oman and is also featured on the country's coat of arms?
They are known for their white fur and long, straight horns. They live in the hot desert of the Arabian Peninsula and are good at saving water. The Arabian Oryx also have great cultural significance in the Arabian Peninsula and are the national animal of several regional countries. It is considered a symbol of beauty, freedom, and survival in harsh
desert environments.Photo by David Thielen on UnsplashFun Fact: Did you know the Pronghorn, or the American Antelope, is not an antelope? They belong to the old ruminant family Antilocapridae.The Pronghorn, you might find, is a fascinating creature that calls North America its home. While commonly mistaken for an antelope, it stands as a
unique species. Interestingly, Pronghorns are the fastest hoofed animal in North America, reaching speeds up to 55 mph. It evolved this speed to escape predators long ago.Moving from the western parts of the United States to Canada and even northern Mexico, . This creature adapts like a survivor in grasslands, deserts, or sagebrush plains.
Speaking of survival instincts, its diet is as varied as its habitat. These animals prefer shrubs and grasses; their four-chambered stomach efficiently processes various plant species. Destruction of natural areas where species live and survive. Adjusting to environmental changes for survival and success. At high risk of extinction; requires protection.
Ability to recover from disturbances while maintaining core functions. Animal that eats only plants, using flat teeth to grind leaves. Protecting nature and resources for future generations. Reproducing endangered species in zoos to boost populations. Natural area where species live, find food, and raise young. Ability to adjust to new conditions; key
for survival. Antelope is a swift and elegant mammal thriving in diverse ecosystems. These mammals have adapted to a range of habitats, from African grasslands to Eurasian rocky terrains, showcasing resilience and survival skills. With about 91 species across 30 genera, antelopes are diverse and adaptable. However, many face threats from habitat
loss, poaching, and climate change, leading to several species being classified as endangered. Antelopes are herbivores, grazing on grasses, leaves, and shrubs, helping to maintain ecosystem balance by controlling vegetation. Their social structure varies, with some living in herds, while others are more solitary. Through their keen sense of smell and
hearing, antelopes can detect dangers quickly, using their agility to escape predators. Kingdom:AnimaliaPhylum:ChordataClass:MammaliaOrder:ArtiodactylaFamily:Bovidae Below is a comprehensive table listing some of the most common types of antelope species found in various regions across Africa and Eurasia. These species vary greatly in size,
appearance, and habitat, but all share certain features that define them as part of the Bovidae family. This table provides an overview of each species, their key characteristics, and their native habitats. Antelope SpeciesRegionSize and AppearanceHabitatDietNotable FeaturesSpringbokSouthern AfricaSmall to medium-sized, with a white underbelly
and a distinctive black stripeGrasslands, savannasGrasses, shrubsKnown for their pronking jumping behaviorImpalaSub-Saharan AfricaMedium-sized, reddish-brown with a white underbellyWooded savannas, grasslandsGrasses, fruits, and leavesAgile and fast, often forms large herdsGazelleAfrica, parts of AsiaSlender, with light brown coats and
curved hornsDesert, semi-arid regionsGrasses, leavesKnown for their speed and agilityKuduSouthern Africal.arge, with long, spiral horns and a grayish-brown coatWooded areas, forestsLeaves, fruitsRecognized for their impressive horn structureElandSouthern Africa, East Africal.arge, with a thick neck and broad bodyGrasslands, savannasGrasses,
shrubsThe largest antelope species, known for their strengthBlesbokSouth AfricaMedium-sized with a glossy dark brown coat and white faceGrasslands, savannasGrassesOften found in large herds, known for their territorial natureOryxArabian Peninsula, Africal.arge, with striking black and white markings and long, straight hornsDeserts, semi-
desertsGrasses, shrubsAdapted to harsh desert climatesNyalaSouthern AfricaMedium-sized, with long, dark brown fur and white markingsForested areas, dense thicketsLeaves, fruitsKnown for its distinctive body markings and habitat preferenceWildebeestSub-Saharan Africalarge, with a sturdy build and a dark coatGrasslands, savannasGrass,
shrubsFamous for their migratory behavior across the SerengetiRoan AntelopeWest and Central Africal.arge, with a reddish-brown coat and long, sharp hornsGrasslands, savannasGrasses, leavesKnown for their social structures and protective behavior Antelopes are often known for their diverse and striking color patterns, which can vary greatly
across species. For example, the impala, a species native to Africa, typically features a reddish-brown coat with white underparts, providing camouflage in its natural environment. Other species, such as the springbok, exhibit a distinctive white and brown coloration, aiding in their ability to blend into the dry, grassy savannas. These colors not only
assist in protection from predators but also play a role in social interactions, with some species showing brighter colors during mating seasons. The head of an antelope is generally sleek and well-adapted for grazing and foraging. It is typically smaller than the body to ensure quicker movements and better agility. Antelopes possess strong jaws that
help in the consumption of various types of vegetation, with some species having specialized features such as elongated nasal passages for better scent detection, helping them avoid predators. Antelopes have a set of teeth that are specialized for grazing. Their dental structure includes flat molars and premolars designed for grinding tough
vegetation. These herbivorous animals have a unique dental formula that allows them to efficiently chew leaves, grasses, and shrubs. Their incisors, located at the front of their mouths, are adapted for cutting plants, while the molars at the back help in breaking down the plant material. The eyes of an antelope are large and positioned on the sides of
the head, giving them an almost 360-degree field of vision. This feature is crucial for spotting predators early in open landscapes. Additionally, their eyes are adapted for both daytime and twilight vision, allowing them to be vigilant at all hours. The enhanced vision of antelopes is a key survival trait, helping them avoid danger in their natural habitat.
Antelopes possess highly sensitive ears that can swivel independently, allowing them to detect sounds from all directions. Their large ears help in picking up subtle sounds in the environment, such as the movement of predators. This keen sense of hearing is a vital adaptation that contributes to their survival in the wild. Horns are a characteristic
feature of many antelope species. These structures, present in both males and females of some species, are used for defense and establishing dominance. For instance, the kudus spiraling horns are not only a display of strength but also an essential tool for fending off predators and competing for mates. The shape and size of horns vary significantly
among species, with some having long, straight horns while others possess shorter, curved ones. The hooves of an antelope are highly specialized to support their fast and agile movements. Made of hard keratin, these hooves are adapted to different terrains, whether soft grasslands or rocky areas. The hooves also play a crucial role in providing
balance and speed, allowing antelopes to escape predators quickly. Their hooves are often sharp-edged, providing traction as they sprint across challenging landscapes. Antelopes are known for their long, slender, and muscular legs, which enable them to achieve impressive speeds. These powerful limbs are built for agility, allowing them to change
direction rapidly while running at high speeds. The elongated legs, combined with strong tendons and ligaments, enable antelopes to leap over obstacles and cover large distances in search of food or safety from predators. The tail of an antelope is often short, with a tuft of hair at the end. While the tail serves various purposes, its primary function is
communication. It is used to signal distress or alert others to potential dangers. The swift flicking motion of the tail is often seen when an antelope detects a threat, warning other members of the herd to be alert. In some species, the tail is used to swat away insects, ensuring that the animal remains comfortable in hot, humid conditions. Antelopes
have a robust set of teeth that aid in their herbivorous diet. Their incisors are designed for cutting through vegetation, while their molars are used for grinding. These teeth are constantly growing throughout their lives, and they wear down naturally as the animal consumes plant material. Their chewing pattern is essential for extracting nutrients
from fibrous plant matter, ensuring that they can thrive in a variety of environments. Antelopes, a diverse group of herbivores belonging to the Bovidae family, can be found across a wide range of ecosystems, from the arid deserts of Africa to the temperate grasslands of Eurasia. These creatures are remarkably adaptable, with each species occupying
specific habitats that suit their physical and behavioral needs. From open plains and savannas to forested areas and mountainous regions, the distribution of antelopes is as varied as the species themselves. Understanding where each antelope species is found can provide insight into their behavior, survival strategies, and ecological roles in their
respective environments. The Springbok, a symbol of the South African wildlife, is native to the southern and southwestern regions of Africa. These antelopes are commonly found in the arid and semi-arid areas of Southern Africa, particularly in countries like South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, and parts of Zimbabwe. Springboks thrive in open, grassy
savannas, as well as semi-desert regions where they can graze on grasses and shrubs. Their habitat preference for wide-open spaces allows them to use their speed and agility to escape predators and cover large distances in search of food and water. These antelopes are also known to migrate seasonally in response to changes in food availability,
especially during the rainy and dry seasons. In times of drought or water scarcity, the springbok may travel long distances in search of more favorable conditions. Their ability to cover vast areas is an essential survival mechanism, and this migratory behavior is part of what makes them a vital part of the African ecosystem. While their primary
distribution is within Southern Africa, their range can extend into parts of Angola and parts of Botswana during migration periods. The Kudu, particularly the greater kudu, is widely distributed across sub-Saharan Africa, with populations found in countries such as South Africa, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe. This species is typically associated with areas
that feature dense woodlands, forested savannas, and scrublands, where they can find both food and cover from predators. Kudus are well-suited to the wooded and semi-arid regions, and they thrive in environments that provide access to both open grasslands and more covered, forested areas. In their native habitats, kudus often prefer areas near
rivers, forests, and other water sources, as they require regular access to water. They are more likely to be found in the lower altitudes of the regions they inhabit, although they can also be found in mountainous areas if there are sufficient food sources. The distribution of kudus is also influenced by the availability of shelter and their need for safe
areas to avoid predators. These creatures are generally solitary but can be found in small groups, especially during the dry season, when food is less abundant. The kudus ability to adapt to various climates and terrains has contributed to its broad distribution across Sub-Saharan Africa, though its range is still somewhat limited to areas where water
and dense vegetation are readily available. The Eland is another iconic antelope species that is widespread across sub-Saharan Africa, with populations present in a variety of habitats ranging from savannas to more mountainous terrains. This species is found in countries such as South Africa, Namibia, Kenya, and Zambia. The eland is incredibly
adaptable and can live in both semi-arid environments and moist, forested regions. Its range spans from the dry plains of southern Africa to the more temperate zones of East Africa, demonstrating the species remarkable versatility. Elands are often found in areas with mixed vegetation, including grasslands and open woodlands, where they can graze
on grasses and shrubs. These animals tend to migrate in search of better grazing areas, particularly during the dry season when water becomes scarce. They are also known to be highly social, forming large herds that offer protection against predators. During the wet season, elands are often found in more dispersed groups, but during the dry
season, they band together in larger numbers to increase their chances of survival. This species broad range and its ability to adapt to different climates and habitats have contributed to the elands widespread distribution throughout much of Africa. The Impala, one of Africas most common and widespread antelopes, is found in a variety of habitats
across sub-Saharan Africa. These creatures are most commonly associated with open woodlands, grasslands, and savannas, where they can find ample grazing material and water. The impala is particularly prevalent in southern and eastern Africa, with notable populations in countries such as South Africa, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe. Impala
populations are most commonly found near water sources such as rivers, lakes, and wetlands, although they are also known to thrive in more arid environments. The impalas ability to thrive in both wet and dry conditions makes it one of the more adaptable antelope species. Their preference for grassy savannas and open woodlands ensures that they
are well-suited to the ecosystems of sub-Saharan Africa, where they are often preyed upon by larger predators, such as lions and leopards. During the rainy season, impalas tend to be more widespread, while in the dry season, they often concentrate around permanent water sources, where grazing is more reliable. This seasonal migration allows
impalas to take advantage of the available resources, ensuring their survival in a range of climates and ecosystems. Gazelles are found throughout a range of ecosystems across Africa and parts of Asia, with the majority of species residing in the grasslands, deserts, and savannas of sub-Saharan Africa. Some species, like the Thomsons gazelle, can be
found in the dry, arid regions of East Africa, including Kenya and Tanzania, while others, like the Grants gazelle, are more common in the wetter regions of Southern Africa. Gazelles are well-known for their ability to adapt to a variety of environments, from the hot, arid deserts of the Sahara to the lush, fertile grasslands of East Africa. They are
particularly prevalent in regions where open spaces provide ample grazing opportunities and where they can run at high speeds to avoid predators. The distribution of gazelles is often tied to the availability of grasslands, as they require a constant supply of fresh grasses for sustenance. These antelopes are also capable of migrating in response to
changing environmental conditions, moving to new areas in search of food and water. Their wide-ranging distribution across Africa and parts of Asia makes them an important part of the ecosystem, contributing to the biodiversity of their habitats and playing a crucial role in the food chain as prey for larger predators. Through the distribution
patterns of various antelope species, it is evident that these animals occupy a range of environments, from dense woodlands to open savannas and arid deserts. Their ability to adapt to diverse climates and habitats highlights their ecological flexibility and their importance in maintaining the balance of ecosystems across Africa and Eurasia. Gazelles, a
diverse group of antelope species found primarily in Africa and parts of Asia, vary greatly in size and appearance depending on the species. However, most gazelles share similar physical traits that help them survive in the harsh environments they inhabit. Gazelles are generally smaller, with a slender body and long legs designed for speed. Their size
allows them to move swiftly across open plains and evade predators effectively. Gazelles often have light brown coats with white underbellies, and many species have distinctive markings on their faces or bodies. Some gazelles, such as the Grants gazelle, display darker markings around the eyes, while others, like the Thomsons gazelle, have more
pronounced white patches on the throat and legs. These markings help them blend into the grassy or scrubby environments they frequent. Most gazelles have medium-sized, gently curved horns, which are typically present in both males and females. These horns are primarily used for defensive purposes and to assert dominance during breeding
seasons. Gazelles keen eyesight and acute hearing help them detect threats early, and their ability to run at incredible speeds makes them one of the fastest antelopes in the wild. Antelope Herd on the Move Graceful Savanna Journey! Antelopes are known for their remarkable adaptability to various environments, and their behavior plays a crucial
role in their survival. These creatures exhibit a variety of behaviors that are influenced by their habitat, social structures, and the presence of predators. Each species has unique behavioral traits that help them navigate their surroundings and increase their chances of survival. The Springbok is a species that displays fascinating social behaviors,
particularly during mating and feeding seasons. These animals are often seen in large herds, which can provide safety in numbers. The social structure of a springbok herd is generally hierarchical, with dominant males protecting the group and leading it to grazing areas. The herds are also highly dynamic, as individuals often move together in search
of better resources, which makes them more difficult for predators to isolate. During the breeding season, the males engage in dramatic displays of strength and agility to attract mates. These displays include leaping into the air and running in circles, showcasing their physical prowess. Such behaviors are not only a form of communication but also a
way to assert dominance within the herd. The cooperative nature of the springbok herd is a vital aspect of its survival, as collective vigilance helps to detect potential threats from predators early on. The Kudu exhibits unique feeding behaviors that are influenced by its habitat. Kudus are predominantly browsers, meaning they feed on a variety of
shrubs, trees, and leaves, rather than grasses. Their feeding habits are adapted to the dense woodlands and forested areas they inhabit, allowing them to select food sources that are inaccessible to other herbivores. Kudus are known to be selective feeders, often choosing the most nutritious parts of plants. This feeding behavior ensures that they
meet their dietary requirements, particularly in areas where food is scarce. Despite their preference for browsing, kudus also consume grasses when available, especially in open areas during the rainy season. They tend to be crepuscular feeders, meaning they are most active at dawn and dusk, which helps them avoid the heat of the midday sun. The
kudus cautious feeding style, combined with its excellent sense of hearing and sight, makes it an adept survivor in environments where predation is a constant threat. The Eland demonstrates interesting mating and reproductive behaviors that are influenced by social structure and environmental factors. During the breeding season, male elands
engage in a series of vocalizations and physical displays to attract females. These displays are often accompanied by body posturing, such as neck stretching and showing off their size to demonstrate their fitness. This helps to establish dominance among males, with the strongest and most dominant individuals securing the right to mate with females.
Eland males are not as territorial as some other antelope species, and instead, their mating behaviors are largely based on competition during the rut. The herds structure is fluid, with males and females coming together during the breeding season and then dispersing once mating has occurred. After successful mating, the female eland carries her
pregnancy for approximately nine months, and after the birth of the calf, she remains highly protective, especially in the first few weeks of life. The Impala is a species that has evolved several unique defense mechanisms to avoid predators. Impalas are known for their agility and speed, which they use to escape predators such as lions, cheetahs, and
wild dogs. When threatened, impalas often rely on their keen sense of hearing and sight to detect predators at a distance. They are also known to communicate danger through alarm calls, which are picked up by other members of the herd, prompting them to flee. One of the most striking behaviors of the impala is its ability to leap to extraordinary
heights and distances. This behavior, known as pronking, is a form of display that confuses predators and gives the impala a chance to escape. The species uses this tactic to evade capture, often leaping away from danger in a series of high, graceful bounds. The impalas agility and fast reflexes are crucial in avoiding predators, and they rely heavily on
their ability to run at high speeds in short bursts. The Gazelle exhibits fascinating group dynamics, especially when it comes to territory and social interactions. Some gazelle species, such as the Grants gazelle, are known for their highly structured social groups. Males often establish territories, which they defend aggressively from other males. These
territories are marked with scent markings, which help to signal dominance and ownership to rival males. In contrast, female gazelles tend to form larger, more fluid herds that are less territorial in nature. Gazelles are also known for their ability to adapt to shifting environments, often forming temporary groups based on resource availability. This
flexibility allows them to take advantage of favorable conditions when they arise. During the dry season, gazelles may join forces with other herds to increase their chances of finding food and water. These group dynamics are essential for survival, as they allow gazelles to share knowledge of the best grazing areas and water sources. Antelope in
Nature Antelopes have developed remarkable adaptations that help them survive in various environments, from deserts to grasslands. These adaptations are crucial for escaping predators, finding food, and surviving extreme conditions. The diverse species of antelope exhibit both physical and behavioral traits for thriving in their habitats. The
Springbok, known for its speed and agility, has specialized limbs that allow impressive bursts of speed and jumping abilities. Its long, muscular legs and lightweight body help it cover vast distances quickly, essential for escaping predators. Additionally, its hooves are adapted for rapid movement on different terrains, from soft grasslands to hard-
packed dirt. Its coat also helps regulate body temperature by reflecting sunlight during the day and retaining heat at night. The Impala exhibits extraordinary speed and agility to evade predators. It can outrun cheetahs and lions, often fleeing in high-speed bursts with sharp, unpredictable turns. Impalas also engage in pronking, leaping high into the
air, signaling danger to the herd. This coordinated group defense ensures the herds survival by remaining vigilant and escaping together. The Kudu is a browser, feeding on leaves and shrubs. Its long, spiral-shaped horns help it navigate dense foliage while foraging. Its elongated neck allows it to reach higher branches and shrubs, providing a
competitive edge. The kudus digestive system processes tough vegetation efficiently, helping it survive in areas where food can be scarce. The Eland, often found in Africas semi-arid regions, has exceptional water-conserving abilities. It extracts moisture from plants, reducing the need for regular drinking. Elands also adjust their activity levels to
avoid midday heat, being more active during cooler hours to conserve energy and water. The Gazelles tawny brown coat provides excellent camouflage in grasslands, helping it avoid predators. It has keen senses of sight and hearing, detecting danger from a distance. When threatened, the gazelle flees in a zig-zag pattern to confuse predators,
increasing its chances of escape. This combination of camouflage and quick reflexes helps the gazelle survive in the wild. Antelopes exhibit a variety of mating behaviors that are shaped by the species and their environments. For example, the Impala engages in a unique mating strategy during the breeding season, where dominant males establish
territories and defend them against rival males. These territories are often marked by scent markings, and males will display their strength through vocalizations and physical displays to attract females. When a female enters a males territory, he will approach her with a series of ritualistic movements, signaling his readiness to mate. In contrast, the
Gazelle follows a different approach, where males do not establish fixed territories. Instead, they roam in search of females during the mating season. Once they find a potential mate, males engage in a series of competitive behaviors, including chasing and fighting, to win the females attention. The female then selects the strongest male based on his
ability to defend himself and outcompete rivals. The reproductive cycles of antelopes are closely tied to environmental factors, such as food availability and climate conditions. For the Kudu, the gestation period lasts about eight months, after which the female gives birth to a single calf. The calf is born in a secluded location to minimize the risk of
predation. In the first few weeks of life, the mother will keep the calf hidden in dense vegetation while she forages for food. Once the calf is strong enough, it begins to follow the mother, learning essential survival skills and developing social bonds within the group. Similarly, the Oryx has a gestation period of about nine months. The female gives
birth to a single calf, usually in the early rainy season when food is abundant. This timing ensures that the young one has access to plenty of nutritious vegetation. The calf is typically nursed for several months before transitioning to solid food. The mother remains protective of her young, often keeping it close and providing guidance until it can
forage independently. After birth, antelopes invest significant care in raising their young, ensuring their survival in the wild. The Springbok mother, for example, is highly protective of her newborn. In the first few days, the calf is kept hidden in tall grass while the mother grazes nearby. As the calf grows stronger, the mother encourages it to follow
her, teaching it how to find food and avoid predators. By the time the calf reaches a few months old, it is able to join the rest of the herd and participate in social activities. In the case of the Eland, the mother displays a similar level of dedication to her young. Calves are born in open, less concealed areas, and the mother is vigilant about potential
threats. Eland calves are able to stand and walk shortly after birth, which is crucial in escaping predators. As they grow, the young learn to navigate the open savannas and adapt to the shifting landscapes. The mother provides constant protection, particularly from large predators like lions and hyenas. The Kudu and Gazelle have different
reproductive strategies that allow them to thrive in their respective environments. While the Kudu typically has a low reproductive rate, with females giving birth to only one calf at a time, they tend to invest significant resources in each offspring. This strategy ensures that the young are well-prepared for survival in harsh environments. In contrast,
species like the Impala have a higher reproductive rate, with multiple females often giving birth within a short period. This enables the population to grow quickly, although it also increases the competition for resources and increases the risk of predation for the young. For some species of antelope, the timing of reproduction is linked to seasonal
rainfall and vegetation growth. For example, the Gemsbok, which lives in arid desert environments, time their mating season to coincide with the rainy season. This ensures that the calves are born when food and water are plentiful, giving them the best chance for survival in the challenging desert climate. In conclusion, antelopes display a
fascinating range of reproductive behaviors and strategies that enable them to thrive in diverse environments. Whether through territorial displays, competition for mates, or careful nurturing of young, these animals demonstrate the intricate and varied ways that nature ensures their survival and continuity. Antelope habitat Antelopes face numerous
threats in the wild, primarily from habitat loss, poaching, and climate change. The Mountain Gazelle, for example, has been listed as vulnerable due to human encroachment on its habitat, especially in regions where agricultural expansion and urban development are rampant. As the natural grasslands and open spaces are converted for farming or
infrastructure, the gazelles are left with fewer areas to graze, making survival more challenging. In addition to habitat destruction, these animals are hunted for their meat, horns, and pelts, which has led to a decline in their populations. Similarly, the Kudu, a species native to Africa, is also under threat. These majestic creatures face the loss of
habitat as a result of deforestation and human development. As forests are cleared for logging or to make way for agriculture, the kudu is left with less shelter and fewer resources. This disruption makes them more vulnerable to predators and reduces the quality of their food supply, leading to reduced reproductive success and population numbers.
Efforts to protect antelopes are underway in various parts of the world. Conservation organizations and local governments are working together to create protected areas where these species can live without the threat of poaching or habitat destruction. In the case of the Springbok, conservationists have focused on ensuring that large stretches of
South African grasslands remain intact, providing a safe haven for the species to thrive. These protected areas not only help preserve the gazelles but also contribute to maintaining the biodiversity of the ecosystem. For species like the Oryx, whose numbers were once critically low, the conservation community has implemented breeding programs to
boost population numbers. In places like Namibia and Botswana, where oryx populations have been severely impacted, focused efforts have been placed on captive breeding and subsequent reintroduction into the wild. Such programs have proven successful in stabilizing certain populations and providing these species with a second chance at
survival. Captive breeding has been an essential tool in the conservation of species like the Gemsbok, which has faced significant declines due to hunting and environmental pressures. In regions such as southern Africa, where the Gemsbok has been bred in captivity, the goal is to produce offspring that can later be reintroduced into protected wild
habitats. These programs not only focus on breeding but also on ensuring the genetic diversity of the population, which is essential for the long-term survival of the species. Furthermore, reintroduction programs are being carried out for several species of antelopes that have been extirpated from certain areas due to hunting or habitat destruction.
For example, the Bubal hartebeest, which once roamed the vast grasslands of North Africa, has been reintroduced into protected parks in Morocco. These efforts are challenging, as the newly reintroduced animals must adapt to the new environment, but with careful monitoring and management, many species are beginning to repopulate their
original ranges. In recent years, local communities have played an increasingly important role in the conservation of antelopes. The Impala, for instance, benefits from conservation initiatives that involve local farmers and landowners. Through education programs, these individuals learn how to manage land in ways that are both productive for
farming and conducive to wildlife conservation. By creating wildlife-friendly corridors and minimizing habitat destruction, communities help ensure the survival of these species. Moreover, ecotourism has become a valuable tool in the conservation of antelopes. The Blesbok, known for its striking appearance and unique social structure, has seen a
resurgence in areas where tourism provides an economic incentive for the protection of natural landscapes. By involving local communities in the management of wildlife tourism, conservation efforts are funded, and the local economy benefits, creating a sustainable model for long-term species protection. The conservation of antelopes is critical not
only for maintaining their populations but also for preserving the ecosystems in which they live. These herbivores play an essential role in maintaining the balance of their habitats by grazing on vegetation, which helps prevent overgrowth and promotes biodiversity. Without them, certain ecosystems would become overrun with plant species, leading
to a decline in the overall health of the environment. In conclusion, while antelopes face numerous challenges to their survival, conservation efforts are making a difference. From habitat protection and anti-poaching measures to breeding programs and community involvement, there is hope for the future of these animals. With continued dedication
and cooperation from all levels of society, we can ensure that antelopes will continue to roam the wild for generations to come. Antelopes are known for their remarkable adaptations to survive in various habitats, ranging from savannahs to deserts. These animals are highly skilled in evading predators, thanks to their speed and agility. For example,
the Springbok, a species native to southern Africa, is renowned for its extraordinary jumping ability. It can leap up to 4 meters in the air, which not only helps it escape predators but also serves as a form of communication with others in the herd. This jumping behavior is a key characteristic that distinguishes the species from other grazers in the
region. Such agility is supported by their strong and flexible bodies, designed to cover large distances quickly when necessary. In addition to their physical abilities, antelopes have adapted to survive in harsh climates. The Oryx, for instance, is perfectly suited to the desert environment, with its long, sharp horns and thick fur that helps it regulate
body temperature. These adaptations make it possible for the species to survive in the scorching heat of the African deserts, where other herbivores would struggle to find food and water. One of the most interesting aspects of antelopes is their complex social structures. The Impala, for example, is known for living in large herds, which can include
hundreds of individuals. These herds are often led by a dominant male who protects the group from predators. Within the herd, there is a strong sense of social bonding, with individuals looking out for one another and alerting others to danger. The Kudu, on the other hand, tends to form smaller groups, often consisting of females and their young,
with males typically remaining solitary. This social behavior plays a significant role in the survival of these species, as it helps ensure that the animals are always alert to potential threats in their environment. The Gemsbok, another fascinating species, has a different approach to social structure. Known for its strength and resilience, this species often
forms smaller, more territorial groups. Males are highly protective of their territory, and only the strongest individuals have access to mates. This territorial behavior helps maintain the health and genetic diversity of the population by ensuring that only the fittest males pass on their genes. Antelope on Savanna An antelope is a species of herbivorous
mammal belonging to the Bovidae family. They are known for their speed, agility, and impressive jumping abilities. Antelopes are found across Africa and parts of Eurasia, living in grasslands, savannas, and forests. Antelopes are herbivores, primarily feeding on grass, shrubs, leaves, and fruits. Antelopes can run at speeds of up to 60 miles per hour
(97 km/h), depending on the species. Antelopes typically live between 10 to 20 years in the wild, depending on the species and environmental factors. Antelopes are preyed upon by carnivores like lions, cheetahs, and hyenas. Antelopes use their speed and agility to flee from predators, often making sharp turns and leaps to evade capture. Many
antelopes live in herds, although some species are more solitary, especially during the mating season. Some species of antelopes are endangered due to habitat loss, poaching, and climate change. Antelopes have evolved various adaptations, such as speed for predator evasion, keen senses, and specialized diets for their specific habitats. References
Post Views: 477 Related Antelopes are hoofed mammals with hollow horns commonly mistaken for deer. The name antelope is a catch-all term for many species in the Bovidae family. Still, scientifically, the only true antelopes are the members of the Gazella, Nanger, Eudorcas, and Antilope genera. Other groups called antelopes include the subfamily
Aepycerotinae, of which the near threatened saiga is the only living member, and the subfamily Acelaphinae, which includes the wildebeest.Antelopes come in a staggering range of shapes and sizes, with some built for pure speed and others for agility. The largest antelope (the giant eland) can stand as tall as 182 centimetres (six feet), while the
smallest (the royal antelope) is only 25 centimetres (10 inches) tall.Some are coloured for camouflage so they can hide in their environment, while others have revealing patterns that help them stay visible to their herd.Antelopes are cloven-hoofed ruminants with two toes and a multi-chambered stomach. Their special stomach allows antelopes to
digest the fibrous plant matter they eatplant matter thats inedible to non-ruminant species. Their diet makes antelopes incredibly essential to their ecosystems. While the plentiful plants and grasses in any given antelope habitat amount to a huge store of potential energy, that energy would be entirely unattainable for other species without ruminants
to convert it into meat. Hosts of predatory species rely on antelopes as a primary food source. In untampered conditions, this balances out since the antelopes have a plentiful source of food with minimal competition, allowing them to grow large populations that can withstand predation.Reproductive habits vary between the many species of antelope.
Gestation periods can be anything from four to nine months, and they give birth to just one or occasionally two calves at a time. Mating rituals also differ, with some solitary species pursuing monogamous relationships, while herd species often use male territories to decide which females to mate with. Some herds have dominant breeding pairs, where
the dominant male gives priority to a dominant female and her young before also mating with other female herd members. When calves are born, some species hide the vulnerable young in vegetation and hunt without them, while other species can run within minutes of being born and stay with the herd at all times.What is an antelopes scientific
name?The many types of true antelopes and other bovids known as antelopes have their own scientific names. With 91 species in all, thats 91 different names. Some of the true antelope species belonging to the Gazella, Nanger, Eudorcas, or Antilope genera include:Other subfamilies that are not true antelopes but still fall under the broader antelope
category include:SaigaAepycerotinaeAlcelaphinaeConnochaetesBoselaphiniCephalophinaeHippotraginaeNesotraginaeOreotraginaePantholopinaePeleinaeReduncinaeTragelaphiniAntidorcasOryxAre antelopes endangered?Different antelope species have different classifications on the IUCN Red List. Some examples include the Dama gazelle and the
hirola, both of which are critically endangered. The Beisa oryx and the Scimitar-horned oryx are both endangered, and the Aders duiker is vulnerable. The grey rhebok is near threatened, and as of April 2023, so is the saigaa species that was classed as critically endangered for many years and has significantly benefited from conservation
efforts.Where do antelopes live?All living antelope species are found in Africa and Asia (including parts of the Middle East). Most species are found in Africa, while only around 14 are found in Asia. Most live in open grassland areas where they live in groups and graze on grasses, but smaller species, such as royal antelopes and duikers, live in
rainforests or wooded areas, where they lead solitary lives, camouflaged by vegetation.Threats to antelope species as a whole include predation, hunting, and climate change.Male blackbuck in Velavadar National Park, Gujarat, India. Antelopes are very important as a prey species. As ruminants, they can convert plant material that is inedible to other
kinds of animals into meat that any predator can eat. Without them, the grasses would go unused, and predator numbers would decrease.Lions, leopards, hyenas, wild dogs, cheetahs, pythons, and large birds are all types of animals that hunt and eat antelope as a primary food source. However, this level of predation can cause volatility. When
external factors cause predator species to move to new areas or find new food sources, antelopes become in danger of being over hunted.HuntingAntelope is a popular form of bushmeat, which means antelopes arent just hunted by wild animals but also by humans. Hunting for bushmeat occurs in many places, even those that are protected by
international regulations. Some groups of people in places like Zimbabwe have even partially domesticated eland antelopes, which they use for milk, meat, and hides. In other places, farms have been set up to raise, slaughter, and sell antelope for meat.Aside from meat, many antelope species are also killed for their horns. As with many other animal
products, antelope horns have long been used for medicinal purposes in Africa and Asia. They have also been used to make knives, reinforce shields, and create other weapons. Others believe the horn, once ground into a powder, can serve as an aphrodisiac. Before conservation efforts began to take effect, the saiga antelope was particularly affected
by over hunting for its horns.Antelopes are herbivores, so their primary food source is vegetation. They eat shoots, leaves, plants, grasses, and flowers. Since as many as 91 antelope species live all over Africa and Asia, there are differences in the vegetation each species eatsand how they acquire it.For example, the addax antelope lives in the Sahara
Desert and follows rain clouds over the desert to eat the sprouting plant life after rain. On the other hand, duiker antelopes get some of their food by following groups of birds or monkeys and picking up their discarded fruits that fall to the forest floor.A few antelope species also supplement their diet with insects and bird meat. However, leaves play
the largest part in most species diets and act as their primary water source.Antelopes digest their food similarly to animals like cattle, buffalo, and bison. They have special multi-chambered stomachs that allow them to break down the tough plant material they eat. The process begins when the antelope chews their food and mixes it with their saliva,
which includes enzymes to help break down the plant material. In the first stomach chamber, named the rumen, this mixture gets squeezed and begins to ferment. When thats finished, the result is called cud. Next, the cud gets regurgitated so the antelope can chew on it again, helping to further break down the plant material. Finally, the cud gets
sent to a second stomach chamber where its nutrients are absorbed. Any animal with a rumen is known as a ruminant.How many saiga antelopes are left?The IUCN estimates that there are 922,600 to 988,500 saiga antelopes left. While they were previously listed as critically endangered, successful conservation efforts have led to a continuing rise in
their population, and a re-assessment in 2023 found the species now meets the threshold for near threatened status.Where do antelopes live?Antelopes can be found across Africa and Asia. There are around 71 species of African antelopes and around 14 Asian species. Many types of antelopes live in open grassland, but there are some, such as small



duikers, sunis, and royal antelopes, who live in the rainforests and wooded areas of Central Africa. Other species can be found in highland forests or arid bushcountry. Some species are territorial, with males defending their home ranges from each other while females roam in groups.Antelope species were once also found in Europe and the Americas
but have since gone extinct. As far as we know, there have never been any antelopes in Australia.A mountain gazelle in Hatay province, Turkey. Antelopes are not a type of deer. All antelope species are members of the Bovidae family, meaning they are related to animals like cattle and goats. Deer, on the other hand, are members of the Cervidae
family. While both types of animals have antlers, if you take a closer look, theyre actually quite different in appearance.Antelope antlers dont branch out, and they curve slightly backward. Deer antlers branch out into many points, and unlike antelopes, they shed their antlers each year and regrow them.Antelopes can also be substantially larger than
deer, with the biggest species weighing up to 907 kilograms (2,000 pounds), while the heaviest deer weigh around 408 kilograms (900 pounds).Are antelopes endangered?There are around 91 species of antelopes altogether, and some are listed as near threatened, vulnerable, endangered, or critically endangered on the IUCN Red List. Some of the
endangered species include the critically endangered dama gazelle and hirola, the endangered beisa oryx and scimitar-horned oryx, the vulnerable Aders duiker, and the near threatened grey rhebok and saiga antelope. The saiga antelope was listed as critically endangered for many years, but conservation efforts have led to a significant population
increase.Do antelopes shed their horns?No. Unlike deer, antelopes keep their horns for their entire lives. They grow continuously, reaching lengths of up to 160 centimetres (63 inches) in some species.Are gazelles antelopes?Gazelles fall under the true antelope classification, and theyre members of the genus Gazella. All types of gazelles are
antelopes, but there are other types of antelopes that are not gazelles.How big is an antelope?The many species of antelopes vary greatly in size. The smallest species include the royal antelope, which weighs a tiny two kilograms (eight pounds) and is just 25 centimetres (10 inches) tall, and the largestthe giant elandaverages around 800 kilograms
(1,800 pounds) with a shoulder height of 182 centimetres (six feet).Do female antelopes have horns?Around two-thirds of antelope species have horned females. This includes gazelles and oryxes. Hornless female species include sitatunga, red lechwe, and suni. In most cases, female horns tend to be smaller and shorter than male horns.Two Thomsons
gazelles in Amboseli National Park, Kenya. Photo: Benjamin Wiacek / IFAWWith different sizes, habitats, and diets, the many species of antelopes vary in appearance. Some have short, straight horns like the duiker, while others like the greater kudu have spiralling corkscrew horns. While each species has its unique elements, some general
appearance traits are shared by those who live in open habitats compared to those in closed habitats.For example, duikers, reedbucks, and bushbucks live in closed habitats such as rainforests and highland forests. They tend to be small to medium in size, with well-muscled hind legs that allow them to dart between patches of cover to hide from
predators. Their colouring is optimised for camouflage, and they tend to live alone or with a mate to avoid being easily spotted.On the other hand, antelope species that live in open grasslands are larger and built for running at high speeds. They rely on this speed to outrun predators when they get spotted, which happens often since their colouring is
more striking. They tend to live in larger groups.Conservation efforts are vital to protecting antelopes. Weve already seen how some, like the saiga antelope, can benefit from such work and return from the brink of extinction.Saiga antelope by the water. Donate to protect antelopes and other wildlifeAntelopes are a large, diverse collection of
herbivores of the Bovidae family that are not classified as sheep, cattle, or goats (this type of informal naming is sometimes called a wastebasket). There are approximately 91 species classified as antelopes, most of which are native to Africa, but they also occur in Asia and parts of the Americas. Approximately 25 species are listed as Endangered.
Read on to learn about the antelope.Description of the AntelopeAntelopes are deer-like herbivores that vary enormously in size, depending on the species. They have long legs, a slender neck, and large ears. One of the characteristic features of antelopes are their horns, which have a bone core covered in keratin(the same substance which makes our
hair and fingernails).Males always have horns, but in some species, the females do not. Some species have horns that twist in intricate spirals, some are ridged or corrugated, and others grow in wide sweeping curves finishing in a sharp point. Their horns may grow up to 5 ft (1.5 m) in length.Interesting Facts About the AntelopeDue to the large
number of antelope species, they have a great diversity of characteristics, behaviors and lifestyles. This means there are several interesting facts about antelopes.Size The smallest antelope is the Royal antelope, which is only the height of a rabbit, and can be compared to the tallest, the Eland, which stands 4 6 feet (130 180cm) tall at the
shoulder.Common Name One antelope, the Duiker, gets its name from the Afrikaans word duik, or Dutch duiken both of which mean to dive. This refers to their behavior of frequently diving into vegetation for protection.Permanent Horns Antelope horns are permanent, whereas deer shed their antlers each year.Fast Speed Rheboks can gallop up to
40 mph (64 kph), leading some to believe the popular Reebok running shoes were named after this antelope.Habitat of the AntelopeAntelope are found in a wide range of habitats. Typically, especially in Africa, these habitats are savannahs and grassland plains. Some species live in forests or woodlands, others in deserts (both hot and cold), or in
areas of rocky outcrops. At least two species of antelope are semi-aquatic, living in swamps or wetlands.Distribution of the AntelopeMainly Africa, but also in parts of Asia and the Americas.Diet of the AntelopeAlmost all antelope species are herbivores, eating only plant material. However, some Duiker species have been reported to eat insects, birds,
and small mammals.Antelope and Human InteractionMany antelope species are hunted for their horns, meat, and skin, though desirability of species for these purposes vary enormously. As a result, one species of antelope that is hunted in one country may be protected in another. Some species, such as the Saiga, are poached for their horns for use in
Asian alternative medicines.DomesticationA very few species of antelopes are farmed on a small scale. There have been some attempts to domesticate antelopes, but these have been unsuccessful, partly because they are extremely difficult to tame, and very good at jumping over fences.Does the Antelope Make a Good PetSome of the smaller species
have been kept as pets, but they are extremely difficult to tame.Antelope CareBecause of the large number of species of antelope, and their great diversity of lifestyles and requirements, only persons with specialist knowledge should attempt to care for them.Behavior of the AntelopeBoth male and female antelope have a scent gland just in front of
each eye called a pre-orbital gland. They scent-mark by rubbing this gland on twigs and other vegetation, stones, and sometimes on each other. They also have scent glands between their split hooves and on their knees.Some species of antelope perform a spectacular behavior called stotting, or pronking. When stotting, they spring high into the air,
keeping their legs stiff while arching their backs and pointing their heads toward the ground. There are several theories as to why antelopes perform this behavior, one of which is that they are telling predators that they would be difficult to catch.Reproduction of the AntelopeAntelope become sexually mature at approximately six to eight months of
age, with males usually developing more slowly than females. Pregnancy (gestation) lasts between four and nine months, depending on the species. The female usually gives birth to a single calf, but may occasionally have twins.In some species, the mother will leave the herd to give birth to her baby in a well-protected location, returning occasionally
to nurse the youngster; the calf joins the herd about a week later. In other species, for example the hartebeest and gnu, the calf may be able to walk within minutes of being born, and joins the herd along with its mother shortly thereafter. Antelopes are among the most diverse and fascinating groups of herbivorous mammals worldwide. Found
primarily in Africa and parts of Asia, these elegant creatures are known for their speed, agility, and various adaptations that help them survive in the wild. This comprehensive article will explore everything about antelopes, from their scientific classification to their evolutionary history and relationship with humans. Antelopes belong to the family
Bovidae, which includes animals like cattle, goats, and sheep. The term antelope does not refer to a single species but rather a group comprising over 90 species spread across multiple genera. Kingdom: Animalia Phylum: Chordata Class: Mammalia Order: Artiodactyla Family: Bovidae Subfamily: Various subfamilies, including Antilopinae, Bovinae,
and HippotraginaeAntelope Characteristics Antelopes display a wide range of sizes, colors, and body shapes. Generally, they have slender bodies and long legs and are built for speed and agility. Some common physical traits include: Size: Varies from the tiny Royal Antelope (1012 inches tall) to the large Eland (up to 6 feet at the shoulder). Horns:
Both males and females may have horns, which vary significantly in shape and size. They are usually spiraled, curved, or straight. Coat: The coat color varies among species and can range from light tan to deep brown, often with unique patterns or markings that provide camouflage. Antelopes inhabit a variety of ecosystems across Africa and parts of
Asia. Their habitats range from: Savannas and Grasslands: Home to species like the Thomsons Gazelle and Impala. Deserts and Semi-Arid Regions: Adapted species like the Addax and Oryx. Forests and Woodlands: Include species such as the Bongo and Bushbuck. Mountains and Highlands: The Mountain Nyala and Saiga are examples.Antelope
Behavior Antelopes exhibit various behaviors depending on their environment and social structures, which range from solitary to highly social. Social Groups: Some species, like the Wildebeest, form large herds for protection and migration, while others, such as the Duiker, are more solitary. Territoriality: Males of certain species mark their
territories with scent glands and defend them from rivals. Communication: They use vocalizations, body language, and scent markings to communicate with each other. Antelopes are primarily herbivorous, feeding on grasses, leaves, and shrubs. Their diet varies depending on their habitat: Grazers, Such as Wildebeest and Gazelles, primarily eat
grasses. Browsers: Like the Kudu and Bongo, feed on leaves, shoots, and fruits from bushes and trees. Mixed Feeders: Some species, such as the Impala, switch between grazing and browsing depending on the season. Antelopes have diverse reproductive strategies that are adapted to their specific environments. Breeding Season: Many species breed
seasonally, often timed to coincide with favorable environmental conditions. Gestation Period: Typically ranges from 4 to 9 months, depending on the species. Offspring: Most antelopes give birth to a single calf, although twins are not uncommon in some species. Calves are often hidden in vegetation to protect them from predators until they are
strong enough to join the herd. Antelopes face numerous natural and human-induced threats: Natural Predators: Include lions, leopards, cheetahs, hyenas, and crocodiles. Young and weak individuals are particularly vulnerable. Human Threats: Habitat destruction, poaching for horns and meat, and competition with livestock are significant threats.
The conservation status of antelope species varies widely: Endangered Species: The Saiga Antelope and Addax are critically endangered due to poaching and habitat loss. Most minor Concern: Some species, like the Springbok and Thomsons Gazelle, have stable populations. Conservation Efforts: Include protected reserves, anti-poaching laws, and
breeding programs to restore populations.Speed: The Pronghorn Antelope is the second-fastest land mammal, capable of reaching speeds up to 60 mph. Migration: The Wildebeest undertakes one of the largest and most famous migrations in the animal kingdom. Adaptive Evolution: Some antelopes have developed unique adaptations, like the
Gerenuk, which can stand on its hind legs to reach higher foliage. Antelopes are believed to have evolved around 20 million years ago in the Miocene epoch. Fossil records suggest a diverse array of species existed across various continents. Over time, they adapted to different environments, leading to the variety seen today. Throughout history,
antelopes have had various relationships with humans: Cultural Significance: Antelopes are featured in African folklore and art as symbols of grace and speed. Hunting and Domestication: They have been hunted for food, sport, and traditional medicine. Some species have been semi-domesticated for farming purposes. Ecotourism: Many antelopes are
critical attractions in African safaris and contribute significantly to tourism. Antelopes are fascinating creatures with a rich diversity that reflects the complexity of ecosystems across Africa and Asia. Understanding their behavior, habitat needs, and threats is crucial for conservation. We can ensure these beautiful animals continue to thrive in the wild
for generations through concerted efforts. University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine, 2013 Erica is a doctor of veterinary medicine and practices at a 24/7 small animal hospital with a focus on cardiology, dentistry, dermatology, and integrative medicine. When shes not working or writing, Erica enjoys spending time with her husband, their
son, and their six cats and three dogs. Dr. Erica Irish University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine, 2013 Erica is a doctor of veterinary medicine and practices at a 24/7 small animal hospital with a focus on cardiology, dentistry, dermatology, and integrative medicine. When shes not working or writing, Erica enjoys spending time with her
husband, their son, and their six cats and three dogs. Antelope, belonging to the species of even-toed ungulate, is indigenous to parts of Eurasia and Africa. They are, however, not taxonomically defined. Being excellent jumpers, even the large-sized ones like the eland, kudu, or nilgai, can leap to a height of 2.4m.Kingdom: AnimaliaPhylum:
ChordataClass: MammaliaOrder: ArtiodactylaFamily: BovidaeKingdom: AnimaliaPhylum: ChordataClass: MammaliaOrder: ArtiodactylaFamily: BovidaeTypes of AntelopesThere are 91 species of antelopes occurring in approximately30 genera. Presently, about 25 of these species are known to be endangered.GerenukSaiga
AntelopelmpalaSuniBlackbuckCommon ElandGrey RhebokAddax AntelopeRoyal AntelopeSable AntelopeBongoWildebeestDuikerKlipspringerOribiSitatungaReedbuckCape GrysbokLechweSuniNilgaiChinkaraFour-horned AntelopeTibetan AntelopeSpringbok AntelopeHartebeestAntelopeSize: They show diversity when it comes to size. For instance,
male species of Common eland have a shoulder-length of about 70 inches (178cm), while the Royal antelope is only 9.4 inches (24 cm) long. The Dik-dik, on the other hand, has a size of about 15 inches. Males have a larger size than their female counterparts, with exceptions in species like oribi, dwarf antelope, bush duiker, and Cape grysbok.Weight:
Some are heavily built, like the Common eland, weighing about 20901b (950 kg). The small-sized Royal antelope weighs only 3.3 1b (1.5 kg).Color: Theyappear in different shades of gray and brown. Some may even have light or darkmarkings on their body or face. The presence of sexual dimorphism remainsprominent in certain species. For instance,
the male sable antelope has a blackcoat and white underbellies. The females, on the other hand, possess a chestnutor sorrel body. The Addax antelopes coat is creamy in summer and grayish-brownin winter.Eyes: They havebig eyes, placed on both sides of the head, helping them to acquire a clearvision.Ears: Their ears are long, being about 51/2 to 6
inches in length.Horns: The horns are one of their most prominent features, with the shape and size differing from one species to the other. Dwarf and dulker antelopes have spiked horns, which are straight and upright for the former and backward and curved for the latter. The Common eland, kudu, nyala, and bongo have spiraled horns. Oryx
possess thin, straight horns, whereas, it is pointed and curved in the wildebeest.Antelope HornsHooves: All have hooves, with the size and shape depicting the ecological requirements of individual species. The Klipspringer has small, round hooves, while in the Addax it is flat and wide.Legs: They arelong, muscular, and slender, contributing to their
graceful movements andexcessive speed.Tails: Theirtails are short, with markings.Teeth: They have well-developed molars, but lack upper incisors. Instead, an upper gum pad of a hard texture is visible, which helps them in the food consumption process.Antelope AnimalThey are majorly found in Africa, in the savannah regions, with about 20 to 35
species inhabiting the eastern parts of the continent. Many of them occur in Asia, with antelopes like the blackbuck, chinkara, and nilgai dwelling in different parts of India. Saiga and Tibetan antelope exist in Central Asia and Russia.However, there are no species in Antarctica and Australasia. Of late many of them have been exported to other places,
particularly the United States, for game hunting. Their habitat mostly includes savannah grasslands. However, some species inhabit forests (bongo), woodlands, rocky terrains (Klipspringer) as well as hot and cold deserts (Arabian oryx, Addax)). Some of them, like the sitatunga, are semi-aquatic, inhabiting wetlands and swamps.Those dwelling in the
bushes, forests or woodlands, have a sedentary life. However, antelopes of the plain lands mostly migrate in search of food.Antelope HabitatTheir lifespan in the wild remains unpredictable with most of them living for 8 to 10 years on average. In captivity, they may survive for more than 20 years.Most antelopes are herbivores, eating bushes, grass as
wellas small trees. Certain species of the duiker antelope are exceptions, thrivingon small mammals, birds, and insects. The feeding pattern varies from one kindto the other, with the Addax following the rains and traveling across longdistances in search of new plants. Duiker goes after flocks of birds andmonkeys with the desire for eating the fruits
dropped by them.They communicate with one another through trumpeting, loud barks, whistles, and moos.Antelopes use their scent for marking or defining their territory as well as maintaining contact with their kith and kin.These species often use the markings on their rumps, head, legs, and ears as flashes while mingling with their fellow mates or
intimating them of any potential danger.They (particularly the males) use their horns as a mode of defense against predators, as well as to confront other antelopes during the mating season.Their mode of escaping predators varies by the species. The wildebeest runs to seek protection, while, the dulkers jump into dense bushes. The springboks
confuse their enemies by stotting, lifting all of their four feet above the ground.Their social life depends upon their habitat, and while some like the dik-dik is solitary, a few may be found moving in groups of 3 to 10.Antelope GazelleThe presence of sharp molars helps them in grinding the cud easily, hence, facilitating digestion. The gum pad assists in
tearing stems, leaves, and grass, when bitten against by the lower incisors.Their slender, sturdy legs help them take long strides and run at top speed and even climb trees when the need arises. Their long hind legs help them to stand on it and reach out for leaves or fruits on trees.The hooves of these species help them in moving around the habitats
they dwell in with ease. The klipspringer antelope can get on to steep rocks, because of small pads present on their hooves. The addax species are equipped with splayed or broad hooves, turned in an outward direction, helping them to walk on the sand with ease, without their feet sinking. On the other hand, the long, pointed hooves of the impala
assist them in getting a sure footing as they move about in the swampy waters.Species like the Addaxs coat acquire a creamy texture in summer, absorbing the heat, and helping them remain calm in the hot sun.Some like the springbok possesses brush-like white hairs on its back, opening up the moment it senses danger, thus helping it to remain
alert.The placement of their eyes, alongside their horizontally elongated pupils, helps the antelopes to get a broader vision of things around them.Their keen sense of hearing and smell warns them of any danger when they are out at night.Since they are ruminants, their digestive system is equivalent to cows. Their stomach has four compartments,
facilitating proper digestion, also helping them to survive without water for a long span.The scent tracks they leave, as mentioned above, to keep track of their whereabouts is because of the special glands their hooves contain.Female AntelopeThey attain sexual maturity between six and eight months,with males witnessing a slower development than
females.Their mating strategies are unique, varying from one species to the other. Smaller varieties like dik-diks are monogamous. They dwell in forests and are unable to find more than a single female under such circumstances. Lechwes adopt the lek breeding technique with males assembling in a designated territory and giving their best show in
front of the females so that the latter may select them.They have a gestation period of four to nine months, and the females move away from her herd before giving birth. She mostly chooses a protective place for the purpose, like an isolated thicket or a secluded rock. Mostly a single calf is born, though there may be a possibility of twins in occasional
cases. Post-birth the mother, hides her calf in a protected shelter and returns to her herd.She may get back to nurse her kid after dusk or sometimes even during the day. The young ones move on their own about one or five weeks after which they join their mother. In species like the gnu and hartebeest, the calves get on their feet in a few minutes
after birth, joining their mother in no time.According to the IUCN, 25 of the antelope species are on the verge of extinction. Few of them like the Addax, Aders Duiker, and Saiga are Critically Endangered. The Scimitar Horned Oryx has already been extinct in the wild since 2000, though efforts of its revival are on.The primary reasons for the
depletion in their numbers include loss of habitat, competition regarding their grazing land with cattle species, as well as hunting. Conservation efforts have been undertaken, to safeguard them from poaching and help in an increase in their numbers.Male Antelopel. What are male and female antelopes called?A buck and doe.2. What are baby
antelopes called?A calf3. Do female antelopes have horns?In most of the species, both males and females have horns,with that of the latters being larger. However, in certain kinds like suni,red lechwe, and sitatunga, the females come without horns.4. Are they domesticated? It is difficult to domesticate them since they have theinnate jumping ability
and may escape at the slightest available opportunity.They are even territorial and could prove harmful to humans. However, atpresent, species like eland, springbok, and kudu are tamed and kept incaptivity.5. What is a group of antelope called?A herd.6. Is pronghorn an antelope?No, it belongs to the artiodactyl family, though itscolloquial name in
North America is American antelope.7. What is the difference between an antelope and a gazelle? Gazelles are smaller than antelopes, and both the males andfemales have horns. In antelopes, many female species are devoid of horns.8. Is cloud antelope real? No, it is perceived as a mythical creature.9. Which is the smallest antelope?The Royal
antelope, which is also known for its beautifulbody.10. What is the scientific name of an antelope? Alcelaphinaeln various cultures, the antelopes horn has been a priced possession because of its supposed medicinal and magical properties. For instance, by Eastern practices, the male sagas horn has been ground for its speculated aphrodisiac
properties, putting the species on the verge of extinction.The Indian culture symbolically associates it with the wind because of its ability to run swiftly. On the other hand, in Christianity, they symbolize the Old and New Testament.In Africas Mali, the antelopes were credited to have instilled agricultural skills in humans.Antelope hybrids exist in
captivity and are a result of crossing species belonging to the similar genus.They serve as a famous symbol in heraldry though in a distorted form. They take the stags body, and lions tail, also having serrated horns, as well as a small task on its snout located at the end.Being excellent jumpers, even the large-sized ones like the eland, kudu, or nilgai,
can leap to a height of 2.4m.There are an astounding number of separate antelope species found here! These remarkable creatures are very different from each other, each one being uniquely adapted to its specific habitat.In this article, youll find interesting facts, photos, and even range maps so you can learn all about these incredible animals! #1.
Impala Identifying Characteristics:Adults are 7092 cm (2836 in) tall at the shoulder.Males have thin, ridged, s-shaped horns that are 4592cm (1836in) tall. They have reddish-brown hair on the upper parts of their bodies, and the undersides of their bellies, chins, lips, inside ears, the line over the eye, and tails are white.Look for these well-known
antelopes in the grasslands and savannas of Africa.While Impala are predominantly grazers, especially when the grass is lush and abundant, they switch to shrubs, trees, and other plants as needed. Theyre ruminants, meaning that they have multi-chambered stomachs and regurgitate and chew their food, called cud, multiple times to get the most
nutrients possible.Impalas share their grassland and woodland habitats with many large, capable predators, so they have to stay alert and ready to make a quick escape! When they sense danger, Impalas leap in a random direction and then run quickly to startle their enemies.Theyre incredibly athletic and may jump up to 3.5 m (10 ft) in the air! To
avoid being grabbed, Impalas often kick their back feet up as they land on just their front legs.Calves are the most susceptible to predation, harsh weather conditions, and illness. Thankfully female Impalas have some incredible strategies to care for their young. For example, theyre able to delay giving birth for up to one month if weather conditions
are harsh. They also typically give birth around mid-day when most predators are sleeping. #2. Greater Kudu Identifying Characteristics:Adults stand up to 160 cm (63 in) tall at the shoulder.Their coloring ranges from reddish-brown to blue-gray, with 6 to 10 stripes down their back and black-tipped tails with white undersides.Males have beards and
large horns with two and a half twists that can grow as long as 120 cm (47 in).This species is one of the biggest antelopes in Africa!Greater Kudus are tall and large with impressive horns. These graceful creatures can clear obstacles up to 2.5 m (8 ft) tall with ease and run up to 100 kph (62 mph).Greater Kudus are social and surprisingly vocal
animals. You may hear them make whimpers, bleats, barks, grunts, and hums. The females stay together in groups of up to 25 with their offspring, and the males gather in small herds of 2-10. Males and females only come together to mate.The map above shows the ranges of the different Greater Kudu subspecies.The females give birth during the
rainy season when the grass is high, which is essential for keeping the calves hidden from predators. For the first four weeks of their lives, the calves remain hidden before they can join the herd. During this time, their mother will only visit to nurse them to avoid attracting attention from predators.You can find these incredible creatures in various
habitats that provide them with brush and thick cover. Greater Kudus are opportunistic herbivores and consume grass, leaves, herbs, vines, fruits, and flowers. #3. Southern Bushbuck Identifying Characteristics:Adults average about 90 cm (35 in) at the shoulder.They are light brown with up to 7 white stripes on their backs, white splotches on their
sides, and often some white on their ears, chins, tails, legs, necks, and muzzles.Males have horns with a single twist up to 0.5 m (1.64 ft) long.Bushbucks are one of the least social antelopes in Africa. Unlike many of their relatives that move about in herds, Southern Bushbucks are solitary animals. However, they arent aggressive towards each other
and will sometimes forage in close proximity.While they are herbivores, Bushbucks rarely eat grasses. Instead, they feed on tree leaves, shrubs, and herbaceous plants. They live in a wide range of habitats, including woodlands, montane forests, rainforests, and savannas. Each individual has a home area, and they rarely leave it.Bushbucks only come
together to mate and then go their separate ways. Females hide their young and go to great lengths to keep them hidden. When they visit their calves, they go so far as to eat their dung to keep the scent from attracting predators. #4. Blue Wildebeest Identifying Characteristics:Adults are 115145 cm (4557 in) tall at the shoulder, and both sexes have
horns that can reach 83 cm (33 in) in males and 3040 cm (1216 in) in females.They have broad shoulders, broad muzzles, and cow-like horns.They are typically slate-colored with tan forelegs, dark vertical stripes on their shoulders and backs, and white or tan manes and beards.These animals are the most unique-looking antelope in Africa!Blue
Wildebeests look more like a cow than an antelope, but their behavior is similar. They eat short grasses and live in various habitats. However, their favorite spots are moderately moist with rapidly regrowing grasses and a nearby water source.Despite their shrinking population, Wildebeest herds are protective of their young. Females give birth in the
middle of the day, allowing the calf time to get steady on its feet before most predators come out in the evening.The map above shows the ranges of the different Blue Wildebeest subspecies.While healthy adult Blue Wildebeests are perfectly capable of defending themselves, the calves are not. If the adults spot a potential predator, they will bunch
together, stamp their feet, and issue loud, shrill alarm calls. The larger the herd, the more likely the calf will survive.The calves closely follow the mothers for the first few months of their lives, and the pair can recognize each other by scent even if they get separated during large herd movements. Female Blue Wildebeests are fierce mothers.
Researchers have found that mothers can often successfully ward off Cheetahs and individual hyenas that are after their calves.Blue Wildebeest herds are famous for their historic long-distance migrations with the change of season, where they move to areas where good forage is more available. Sadly, Blue Wildebeests have seen serious population
declines. Today, they typically live in much smaller herds and are less nomadic. Only three populations are known to migrate more than 100 miles. #5. Bontebok/Blesbok Identifying Characteristics:Adults are 80 to 100 cm (31 to 39 in) tall at the shoulder.They are chocolate brown with black tails, white undersides, white stripes from their foreheads to
the tips of their noses, and a white patch surrounding their tails.Both sexes have large, dark-colored, noticeably ringed, curving horns. The horns can reach a length of 0.5 m (1.64 ft).These antelopes are some of the easiest to spot in Africa!They have a striking color pattern unlike any other, with rich brown fur and a large white patch on the front of
the head. Their curved, ringed horns add another level of glamor to their appearance.Males are territorial and fiercely guard harems of females and young year-round. They will attempt to intimidate other males by stamping their feet, digging up the soil with their horns, and swinging their heads. If their intimidation tactics fail, things may get violent.
Males clash their horns and occasionally catch each other on the sides or head, which can be deadly.In the early 1900s, Bonteboks came within a hairs breadth of extinction! In 1931 only 17 Bonteboks remained in the wild! Thankfully, these 17 were conserved, and Bontebok National Park was created. Today, their population ranges from 2,500 to
3,000 individuals descended from those original 17 animals. However, Bonteboks remain listed as vulnerable on the IUCN Red List. #6. Waterbuck Identifying Characteristics:Adults are 120-136 cm (47-54 in) tall at the shoulder.They have shaggy brown-gray coats, large rounded ears, and white patches above the eyes, on the throat, and around the
nose and mouth.Males have prominently ringed horns that curve back and up and may reach 5599 cm (2239 in) long.The Waterbucks appearance may vary throughout its range. There are 13 recognized subspecies, all with slightly different traits! In general, all waterbuckskeep their glossy coats with a unique oily secretion. It makes them smell a bit
funny to humans, but the scent helps them to find a mate! The oil secretion also serves to help keep their coat waterproof.These robust antelopes live in grasslands in Africa and are almost always found near water, as their name suggests. Compared to some more migratory antelope species, Waterbucks tend to be rather sedentary, remaining in
valleys with rivers and lakes. This is because their diet depends on access to fresh water along with the protein-rich medium and short grasses that grow in moist areas.Waterbucks are social animals and usually live in herds of up to 30 individuals. Typically, bachelor males form herds together, and females form separate herds comprised of only
females and their young.Once born, mothers leave their calf hidden in the thicket and only visit to nurse. This helps prevent predators from smelling or finding the calf, though mortality is still quite high. #7. Nyala Identifying Characteristics:Adults are 90-110 cm (35-43 in) tall at the shoulder.Females are a rusty red color, while males are slate gray,
and both sexes have some white stripes and spots that vary with the individual.Both sexes have a dorsal crest of hair running from the back of the head to the base of the tail.Males also have spiraling horns up to 6083 cm (2433 in) long.Nyalas are one of the oldest antelope species in Africa!These amazing animals emerged as a separate species at the
end of the Miocene era, close to six million years ago!They live in savannas and woodlands, always within close proximity to freshwater sources. Theyre mainly active in the morning and late afternoon when they browse and graze on grasses, twigs, fruit, and tree leaves. Theyre clever, too, sometimes following baboons to eat the fruits and leaves that
they dislodge from trees. Interestingly, Nyalas are among the few species that benefit from poor agricultural practices. Overgrazing by cattle usually encourages weeds to grow, and these plants are some of their favorite things to eat!Large carnivores are a major concern for these antelopes. When they feel threatened, they give a deep barking alarm
call that warns other Nyalas in the area. Nyalas listen closely to other animals, too, and react to the alarm calls of impala, baboons, and kudu.Nyalas arent territorial, but adult males will fight for mates. These fights can be incredibly violent and occasionally result in the death of one of the males if he catches the others horns. #8. Common Eland
Identifying Characteristics:Adults are 1.4-1.6 m (4.5-5 ft) tall at the shoulder, and females are usually much smaller than males.They are a uniform fawn color with some vertical white striping on their upper parts.Both sexes have long dewlaps, short manes, and corkscrew horns that are 4366 cm (1726 in) long.Elands are the largest antelope in Africa.
But they also hold the title as the slowest antelope, only running at speeds up to 32 kph (20 mph). However, they can jump nearly 1 m (3 ft) into the air. They are one of the worlds most adaptable ruminants and can survive in deserts, grasslands, and mountainous areas.These unique antelopes have another feature that sets them apart: a weird sound
that lets you know theyre near. When walking, the tendons and joints in their front legs produce sharp clicking sounds that can be heard from a distance. Scientists believe that these sounds may help an Eland advertise their territory.Elands are generally social creatures and may form large herds of up to 500 individuals. Typically these larger herds
are mostly females and their young, while males tend to roam by themselves or in small groups. Males often fight for mates, and females tend to select the most dominant males to breed with. #9. Steenbok Identifying Characteristics:Adults are 4560 cm (1824 in) at the shoulder.They are reddish-fawn with a white throat and belly, large white-lined
ears, and sharp hooves.Males have vertical horns that grow 719 cm (3-7.5 in) long.Steenbok are some of the smallest antelopes in Africa!They prefer to live in open areas that offer some cover in the form of grasses or sparse trees. Theyre herbivorous but dont just graze like some antelopes. Steenboks will actually use their sharp hooves to dig up
roots and tubers. They get most of the moisture they need from their food, so you may find them far from fresh water.Due to their small size, Steenboks have to be on high alert for predators. If they sense danger, their first instinct is to freeze and lie low in dense vegetation, but if they still feel threatened, they will run and sometimes try to hide in
aardvark burrows!Unlike other antelope, youll usually see Steenboks by themselves or in pairs. The males are territorial and solitary, remaining in their own territory for life. Males and females only come together to mate.Although they are sometimes hunted for food, Steenboks are the most abundant small antelope in Africa. Because of their dense
and widespread populations, theyre listed as a species of least concern on the IUCN Red List of Endangered Species. #10. Klipspringer Identifying Characteristics:Adults are 4360 cm (1724 in) tall at the shoulder.Adults are stocky with short necks and bodies, large hindquarters, large rounded ears, and sometimes short, straight horns.Their coats
may be yellow and speckled with brown, bright golden-yellow, or gray and dull, with each individual hair being light at the base and dark towards the tip.Look for Klipspringers in the arid, rocky hills of Africa.To make life in these rocky regions a bit easier, Klipspringers have specially adapted feet. The last joints of their toes are rotated so that they
walk on the tips of their hooves. The rocks wear the hooves down into cylindrical shapes well-suited for balancing on the rocks.These unique little antelopes are also monogamous to a greater extent than most other antelopes. A pair will mark and defend a territory together, with males performing dominance displays and butting heads. Females are a
bit aggressive too, and may bite and rip out each others fur.Klipspringers are usually most active in the morning and evening. One of the pair, usually the male, will stand guard while the other feeds. They are preyed on by many large predators and have to remain constantly alert. #11. Springbok Identifying Characteristics:Adults are 71-86 cm (28-34
in) tall at the shoulder.They have white faces with dark stripes running from eyes to mouths, light brown coats with reddish stripes on their sides, and white undersides and rump flags.Both sexes have long black horns that curve backward and grow up to 35-50 cm (14-20 in) long.Springboks were once the most-hunted antelope in Africa.Today, most
live within game preserves and farms, but Dutch farmers killed enormous numbers because they ruined crops.Amazingly, Springboks can live without drinking water for years! They survive by selecting various leaves, flowers, and other succulent vegetation that is high in moisture. They will graze and browse, and their diet varies
seasonally.Springboks are preyed on by lions, cheetahs, and other big predators. When threatened or startled, Springboks display a unique defense tactic known as pronking. They leap straight up into the air up to 2 m (6.6 ft) off the ground in a stiff-legged position with their tail up and back arched. This is believed to startle and throw off
predators.Thankfully, the predators dont seem to impact this species population too severely. They are one of the few antelope species that are actually believed to be increasing. #12. Bush Duiker Identifying Characteristics:Adults grow up to 50 cm (20 in) tall. They vary in color and may be chestnut, grizzled gray, or light brown, with an erect tuft of
hair on the top of their head.Males have small, spike-like horns up to 11 cm (4.3 in) long with grooves at the base.Bush Duikers are the smallest antelopes in Africa!These little animals will adapt to various habitats and live in woodlands, savannas, grasslands, and mountainous areas. They inhabit higher altitudes than any other African ungulate. To
help live in these inhospitable conditions, theyconsume insects and have occasionally been observed stalking and eating birds, rodents, lizards, and frogs.Bush Duikers are territorial and form monogamous pairs. Both sexes will use threat displays to drive other Duikers of the same sex out of their territory. If these displays fail, battles may ensue!
Females will head-butt other females, and males may fight, chase, and stab each other with their horns.The lifespan of Bush Duikers in the wild is unknown, but they have lived up to 14 years in captivity. This species is listed as one of least concern on the IUCN Red List. #13. Hartebeest Identifying Characteristics:Adults are around 1 m (3.3 ft) tall at
the shoulder.They have deeply sloping backs, long legs, long, narrow snouts, tufted tails, and large glands below their eyes.Their coloring varies and may be pale brown to brownish gray, and both sexes have dark, oddly shaped horns.Look for these antelopes in grasslands and savannas in Africa.Hartebeests are almost entirely grazers, and their diet
is never less than 80% grass. Their odd, long snout may look funny, but it enhances their chewing ability, allowing them to gain more nutrition from poor-quality food.The map above shows the ranges of the different Hartebeest subspecies.Hartebeests are usually rather sedentary animals that appear to be relaxing on the plains, but dont let their
casual appearance fool you. They are alert and cautious. Hartebeests always have a sentinel watching for predators. When danger is spotted, the herd will bolt away as a group.Despite their somewhat awkward appearance, Hartebeests can reach speeds up to 80 kph (50 mph). They also outmaneuver predators by making a quick 90-degree turn as a
group.Although their populations are stable as a whole, some subspecies of Hartebeests are endangered or threatened. They are dependent on conservation efforts to keep their numbers up. Hartebeests are affected by hunting and habitat loss and destruction, primarily related to cattle farming. #14. Gemsbok Identifying Characteristics:Adults are
about 1.2 m (4 ft) at the shoulder.They are typically light taupe to tan in color with lighter patches towards the bottom of their rump.Black markings extend from the base of the horns and sweep back in stripes over the eyes and cheeks, continuing down their necks and backs. They have black bands around all four legs.Both sexes have slightly curved
black horns with light-colored rings that average85 cm (33 in) long.Gemsboks are some of the most-hunted antelope in Africa.They are prized by hunters for their long, curved horns, which are often turned into trophies or other ornamental objects. Although theyre a species of least concern on the IUCN Red List, there have been large declines in
several parts of their range. Theyre most susceptible to hunting, climate change, habitat destruction, and livestock overgrazing.Surprisingly, their diet can provide all the water they need. Additionally, Gemsboks are excellent at storing excess water for later. In times of highly productive grazing, noticeable fat deposits will appear under their skin,
which will keep them hydrated and healthy during dry periods.As they live in areas with limited resources, they often move nomadically, searching for food. Theyre gregarious animals that usually move together in small groups of about 14, though herds of 50-200 animals may occur during the wet season.Oddly, you can also find these unique
creatures in parts of North America. The New Mexico Department of Fish and Game introduced a herd to the Tularose Basin between 1969 and 1977. Today, scientists estimate their current North American population at around 3,000 individuals, and an unknown number have also spread north into the San Andres Wildlife Refuge and the Jornada
Biosphere Reserve. #15. Sable Antelope Identifying Characteristics:Adult males are 117140 cm (4655 in), and females are slightly smaller.Adult males are black, adult females are chestnut, and all adults typically have white eyebrow markings, cheek stripes, bellies, and rump patches.Both sexes have horns that arch backward, but the horns of
females are generally 61102 cm (2440 in) long, while males horns may reach 81165cm (3265in).These stunning antelopes in Africa prefer mixtures of savanna, open woodlands, and grasslands. They tend to avoid extensive areas of open land. Researchers believe that their food preferences dictate their somewhat limited habitat. Sable Antelopes
prefer grasses at specific heights and only graze during certain seasons in a highly specific feeding pattern. They also require water at least every other day. You will rarely spot this species more than two miles from a river or watering hole. Interestingly, Sable Antelopes will chew on bones to ingest important minerals they cant get from
grass.Despite their calm appearance, these antelope are impressive fighters with few natural predators besides humans. Their formidable size and abilities make even lions think twice about taking on adults. However, the young are susceptible to predation from various species. To help protect against predators, Sable Antelopes typically live in herds
of 15 to 25 members. The herds with females, their young, and one dominant male will rally around all the young to protect them in case of an attack. Non-dominant males will also form bachelor herds until they are old enough to mate. #16. Northern Bushbuck Identifying Characteristics:Adults are 65-100 cm (26-39 in) tall at the shoulder.Adults may
be reddish, yellow-brown, or light brown with various white spots and stripes, which vary over their range.Adult males have parallel horns which spiral once and are fairly straight.These antelopes are highly adaptable in Africa.Northern Bushbucks prefer areas with plenty of wooded cover. They spend much of their time on forest edges and in brushy
areas near rivers and streams. At night they often head to nearby open areas to feed. Northern Bushbucks are very capable swimmers and will easily cross rivers.When conditions are good, Northern Bushbucks tend to be selective feeders and show a clear preference for knobbly creeper and sausage trees. That said, theyre excellent survivalists and
will browse various plants when necessary, consuming leaves, twigs, flowers, and occasionally some grass.These small antelopes are a solitary species but arent territorial, so sometimes, many animals will live within the same habitat even though they dont form traditional herds. Theyre widespread and plentiful within their range. In fact, unlike many
antelopes, they are able to thrive around humans, and in some areas, they are considered a pest. #17. Kob Identifying Characteristics:Adults are 82100 cm (26-39 in) tall at the shoulder.They have short, reddish-brown coats, white throat patches, white underparts, and distinctive black stripe marks on the front of their forelegs.Adult males have
ringed horns that curve backward and then turn up at the tips.Look for these antelopes in Africa around permanent water sources.You might spot Kobs grazing in moist savannas, floodplains, and along the edges of woodlands. They feed primarily on grasses and weeds and will migrate great distances along rivers and streams to find food.About nine
months after breeding, females typically give birth to a single calf. The calves remain hidden, with mothers visiting only to suckle them for the first month of their life. This protects them from predators because the adult females draw much more attention than the young. As they get older, the calves form groups, called crches, and then eventually
join the herd at three to four months old.Kobs are listed as a species of least concern on the IUCN Red List. However, their populations are declining because of hunting and human development. Their range is greatly reduced from what it was even 100 years ago, and they may become dependent on conservation efforts in the future. #18. Suni
Identifying Characteristics:Adults are 30-43 cm (12-17 in) tall at the shoulder.They may vary in color from gray to rich chestnut with a reddish tinge with paler underparts, and each leg has a black band above the hoof.Adult males have wide-set, black, ringed horns, which slant backward and measure813cm (35in) long.These antelopes in Africa are
small but MIGHTY!They live in high-altitude forests that many other animals cant tolerate. This helps Sunis stay away from predators because their small size makes them an easy target for carnivores. Their coloring helps camouflage them in dense foliage as well.In addition to their inhospitable habitat, Suni are excellent at maintaining their diet
through tough conditions. They eat fallen leaf litter and follow monkeys to feed on the fruit that they drop! Sunis dont need to live near a fresh water source because all the water they need comes from their food.If a Suni does encounter a predator, their first instinct is to freeze when threatened. When this fails, they will quickly leap away through the
underbrush in hopes of escaping larger animals. They tend to be shy and secretive, active in the early morning, late evening, and night. This is another way they avoid predators.Although their risk of extinction is low, Sunis are a conservation-dependent species. Their population varies widely across their range, and they are threatened by habitat
destruction as well as uncontrolled hunting with dogs, nets, and snares. If efforts to maintain their population were to stop, they would likely become threatened. #19. Tsessebe Identifying Characteristics:Adults are 100 to 130 cm (39 to 51 in) at the shoulder.They have glossy, tan coats with grayish or bluish-black markings on their upper legs, black
faces and tail tufts, and light undersides.Both sexes have ringed, s-shaped horns, but they are typically slightly larger in males. They range in size from 37-40 cm (15-16 in) long.Tsessebes are one of the most territorial antelope species in Africa.Their territories are taken seriously by other Tsessebe herds, to the point that traveling herds will go to
great lengths to avoid them. They will move around the outskirts of another herds territory, occasionally risking entering neutral areas with lions and other predators!All of the Tsessebes territories have high vantage points, which allow females to alert others of danger and males to display their territory. They prefer grassland habitats, including
open plains and lightly wooded savannas. As their habitat suggests, they feed primarily on grass.During the rainy season, when the grass is fresh and wet, they get all their water needs from their food, but during dry periods, they need fresh water every day or two. Tsessebes are most active in the morning and evening and spend the hotter parts of
the day watering, resting, and digesting their food. #20. Gerenuk Identifying Characteristics:Adults are 80105 cm (31-41 in) tall at the shoulder.They are tawny brown with a reddish saddle on their back, white on their undersides, black outlines around their eyes with white circles around them, and white inner ears with black markings.They have
distinctive long necks and long thin legs, and adult males have ringed, scimitar-shaped horns that are 2544 cm (1017in) long.Look for this antelope in Africa in dry, brushy regions.Gerenuks feed on the leaves, shoots, flowers, and fruit from various trees and bushes. Theyre most active during the day, but they usually stand or rest in the shade in the
hottest hours. This is the best time to catch a glimpse!Gerenuks use their long legs and necks to their advantage! They stand up on their hind legs to grab food thats out of reach for most other antelope species. These amazing creatures can reach up to 2 m (6.6 ft) off the ground.Gerenuks usually live in small herds of up to ten members, though some
males live a solitary life. Males are very territorial and mark their territories by rubbing their preorbital glands on trees and shrubs. This releases a musk that other Gerenuks can identify, warning them away.Unfortunately, this unique species is in danger of extinction because of climate change and human development of their range. Gerenuks are
listed as near threatened on the IUCN Red List of Endangered Species. #21. East African Oryx Identifying Characteristics:Adults stand about 1 m (3 ft) at the shoulder.They have a gray coat and white underside separated by a black stripe and black stripes on the legs, where the head attaches to the neck, along the nose, and from the eye to the
mouth and on the forehead.They have small, chestnut-colored manes, thin, straight-ringed horns, and long black tails.These antelope live in some of the harshest climates in Africa.The East African Oryx inhabits semi-deserts and steppes. To survive in these intensely hot and dry regions, they are able to store water by raising their body temperature
and avoiding perspiration.In addition to conserving their water, they eat smart too. East African Oryxes feed in the cooler hours of the early morning and evening, when plants have 25 to 40% more water content. They mainly consume coarse grasses and thorny shrubs, but in desert areas, they feed on roots and tubers, wild melons, and thick-leaved
plants.Despite their resourceful nature and adaptability, the IUCN lists East African Oryxes as endangered. They are over-hunted for their meat, hides, and horns, which are often used as charms. They have seen rapid habitat loss and population decline in the last two centuries due to agriculture, roads, and settlements. Some conservation efforts are
underway, but more are needed to preserve this antelope. #22. Roan Antelope Identifying Characteristics:Adults are 130140cm (5155in) at the shoulder.They are reddish-brown with lighter undersides, black faces, and white eyebrows, cheeks, and around the nose.They have short erect manes, light beards, and red nostrils, and both sexes have
ringed horns that sweep backward.Roan Antelopes are one of the largest in Africa!Look for these large ruminants in lightly wooded savanna with medium or tall grass and access to water. They feed in the morning and evening and retreat to shaded areas in the middle of the day, so youll need to rise early to observe them.Unlike many antelopes,
healthy adult Roan Antelopes are formidable opponents to most predators. They dont flee like many animals. Instead, they face down even the most fearsome predators, like lions. Theyre known to gore attacking lions with their long, scimitar-like horns.These fierce antelopes dont travel alone either, instead living in mixed herds of about 20 animals,
including females, young, and one dominant bull. Less dominant bachelor males tend to form their own groups. Being a herd animal is one more way these antelope discourage attacks.Roan Antelopes are currently listed as lower risk but conservation dependent by the IUCN. Their populations have rapidly declined in recent years due to hunting and
poaching, habitat deterioration and loss, and slaughter as part of tsetse fly control efforts. #23. Sitatunga Identifying Characteristics:Adult males are 81116 cm (3246 in) tall at the shoulder, while females reach 7290 cm (2835 in) tall.Males are chocolate to gray-brown and have spiral-shaped horns that are 4592 cm (1836 in) long.Females are brown
to bright chestnut.They have long coats and white markings on the face, ears, body, legs, and feet.These antelopes have an unusual habitat in Africa swampland!Sitatunga have a few special adaptations that allow them to walk on boggy, marshy ground easily. Their feet are elongated with a wide splay and pad-like pattern. They also have unique
flexibility in their foot joints, which helps keep them from getting stuck in the mud.Sitatungas avoid areas of open water, instead preferring tall, dense vegetation like seasonal swamps, mangroves, and thickets. These habitats provide shelter from predators as well as the Sitatungas two favorite foods, papyrus and reed shoots. Oddly, when food is
scarce, these antelope will eat elephant dung, which often has undigested seeds!This species social structure varies. You may spot them on their own, in male and female pairs, in bachelor male groups of three or four, or in family groups of up to 15 animals, including females, young, and a dominant bull. #24. Dorcas Gazelle Identifying
Characteristics:Adults are 5565 cm (22-26 in) tall at the shoulder.They are pale-colored with white underbellies and a rufous stripe down their sides, separating their upper and lower coloring.They have white eye rings, a pair of white and dark brown stripes running from each eye to the corners of the mouth, and ringed, lyre-shaped horns, which are
generally thinner, straighter, and shorter in females.These antelopes thrive in the dry habitats of Africa.Dorcas Gazelles are the second smallest gazelle species. Theyre well adapted to the desert and live in arid places like dry savannas, semi-deserts, wadis, small sand dune fields, steppes, and mountain deserts.Unsurprisingly, they can easily handle
high temperatures and harsh sunlight. Despite these intense conditions, they dont need much water and get most of their moisture from their food, though they will drink when its available.If these antelope spot a predator, they twitch their tails and make bounding leaps to warn others and confuse their attacker. Dorcas Gazelles are often able to
make an escape if a predator gives chase. Their long, slender legs allow them to sprint away at speeds of 80-100 kph (50-62 mph). They can even make quick zig-zags which help them to escape cheetahs.Unfortunately, these fascinating creatures are listed as vulnerable on the IUCN Red List of endangered species. Their populations have declined
significantly as they have faced extreme habitat loss due to land development and climate change. Check out these other guides about animals found in Africa! Which of these antelopes have you seen before in Africa?Leave a comment below!Dik-dikThomson's gazelleBlackbuck antelopeEland are the largest antelopes.Antelope is a term for many even-
toed ungulate species. Antelope is not a strict taxonomic term because they are not a clade. Antelope is a 'wastebasket taxon' in the family Bovidae. It includes the old-world species which are not cattle, sheep, buffalo, bison, or goats. Antelopes occupy the ecological niche which deer occupy north of the Sahara. Both deer and antelopes are grass-
eating mammals which have replaced browsers as the dominant vegetarian animals as forests gave way to grasslands.[1]Antelope are found mostly in Africa below the Sahara, and parts of Asia. No antelope are native to North America: the pronghorn is a member of the family Antilocapridae, another family. True antelope have horns which are
unbranched and never shed, while pronghorns have branching horns, and shed annually. There are 91 species of antelope, most of which are native to Africa, in about 30 genera.[2] A group of antelope is called a herd.[3]Species of forest, woodland, or bush tend to be sedentary, but many of the plains species undertake huge migrations. These
migrations enable grass-eating species to follow the rains and therefore their food supply. The gnus and gazelles of East Africa perform some of the most impressive mass migratory circuits of all mammals.[4] All bovids have even-toed hooves, horizontal pupils, ruminating guts, and (in at least the males) bony horns.Many antelope are sexually
dimorphic. In most species, both sexes have horns, but those of males tend to be larger. There is a tendency for males to be larger than the femalesHorns are not shed and are not made of bone, which distinguishes them from antlers.[5]Gazelles and springbok are known for their speed and leaping abilities. Even larger antelope, such as elands, and
kudus, are capable of jumping 8 feet (2.4 m) or greater, although their running speed is restricted by their greater mass. Vrba, Elisabeth S. 1995. Paleoclimate and evolution, with emphasis on human origins. Yale University Press. Spinage C.A. 1986. The natural history of antelopes. Facts on File Publications, New York. "Hints and things". Archived
from the original on 2013-07-26. Retrieved 2011-02-08. Estes, Richard D. 1992. The behavior guide to African mammals. University of California Press. Prothero D.R. & Schoch R.M. 2002. Horns, tusks, and flippers: the evolution of hoofed mammals. JHU Press.Retrieved from " island state park. Antelope island. What to do at antelope island state
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