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The	White	Tiger,	with	its	stunning	pale	fur	and	piercing	blue	eyes,	is	undoubtedly	one	of	the	most	enigmatic	and	mysterious	animals	in	the	world.	Its	ethereal	beauty	has	inspired	awe	and	wonder	for	centuries,	making	it	a	subject	of	fascination	for	both	scientists	and	storytellers	alike.	In	this	article,	we	will	delve	into	the	mesmerizing	world	of	the
Tiger,	exploring	its	unique	characteristics,	habitat,	behavior,	and	the	intriguing	facts	that	make	this	majestic	creature	truly	extraordinary.	White	tigers	are	a	mesmerizing	sight,	with	their	pristine	white	fur	and	captivating	blue	eyes.	These	regal	creatures	have	captivated	the	human	imagination	for	centuries,	representing	grace,	strength,	and	beauty	in
the	animal	kingdom.	One	cannot	help	but	feel	a	sense	of	awe	when	looking	at	pictures	of	tigers	in	their	natural	habitat.	The	rarity	of	white	tigers	in	the	wild	adds	to	their	allure,	as	only	a	few	individuals	are	left	surviving	in	protected	reserves.	These	magnificent	creatures	face	numerous	threats	to	their	survival	due	to	illegal	hunting	and	habitat	loss.
Through	stunning	pictures	captured	by	wildlife	photographers,	we	can	appreciate	their	natural	splendor	and	raise	awareness	about	the	need	for	conservation	efforts.	Browsing	through	pictures	of	tigers	allows	us	to	immerse	ourselves	in	their	world	momentarily	and	marvel	at	their	magnificence.	Every	image	tells	its	own	story	–	capturing	a	moment	of
tranquillity	or	showcasing	the	raw	power	of	these	majestic	beasts.	The	Tiger,	scientifically	known	as	Panthera	tigris,	is	a	captivating	subspecies	of	tiger	that	has	intrigued	researchers	and	animal	lovers	for	decades.	Its	distinct	coat	coloration	sets	it	apart	from	other	tigers,	making	it	a	truly	unique	and	remarkable	predator	in	the	wild.	While	its	white
fur	may	seem	like	an	adaptation	for	camouflage	in	snowy	environments,	the	truth	is	quite	the	opposite.	These	magnificent	creatures	prefer	dense	jungle	habitats	with	thick	vegetation	where	their	white	coat	helps	them	easily	blend	in.	The	classification	of	the	Tiger	as	a	subspecies	has	sparked	many	debates	among	experts.	Some	argue	that	its	white
fur	is	simply	a	result	of	a	genetic	anomaly	rather	than	being	rooted	in	its	evolutionary	history.	Recent	research	suggests	otherwise.	A	study	published	by	PLOS	Biology	revealed	that	the	gene	responsible	for	this	distinctive	coloration	is	called	SLC45A2	and	is	found	only	in	Tigers.	This	gene	mutation	likely	occurred	thousands	of	years	ago,	giving	rise	to
the	stunning	animals	we	see	today.	The	Tiger	faces	various	challenges	related	to	survival	and	conservation	due	to	their	low	population	numbers.	Habitat	loss	remains	the	biggest	threat	to	their	existence	as	human	activity	encroaches	upon	their	natural	territories.	Poaching	poses	a	significant	risk	as	there	is	still	demand	for	tiger	parts	in	illegal	wildlife
trade	markets.	These	majestic	creatures,	with	stunning	white	fur	and	piercing	eyes,	have	captivated	human	attention	since	they	were	first	discovered	in	India.	It	is	a	tragedy	that	such	a	beautiful	species	faces	extinction	because	of	human	greed	and	fascination.	The	allure	of	owning	an	exotic	pet	has	led	to	increased	poaching	and	smuggling	of	these
unique	creatures.	Many	believe	having	a	Tiger	signifies	power,	wealth,	and	privilege.	This	misplaced	desire	for	status	comes	at	a	steep	cost	–	not	just	for	individual	tigers	captured	for	captivity	but	also	for	conservation	efforts	to	preserve	their	species.	Wildlife	organizations	worldwide	are	trying	to	protect	these	endangered	animals	from	decline.
Conservationists	work	tirelessly	to	combat	illegal	poaching	and	trafficking	while	advocating	for	stricter	legislation	against	those	involved	in	these	activities.	Education	also	plays	a	crucial	role;	raising	awareness	about	preserving	biodiversity	and	eliminating	the	demand	for	exotic	pets	can	go	a	long	way	toward	ensuring	a	brighter	future	for	Tigers	in
the	wild.	Today,	the	Tiger	is	an	animal	that	can	still	be	found	in	a	handful	of	zoos	and	animal	sanctuaries	worldwide,	with	these	large	and	beautiful	creatures	attracting	visitors	from	all	walks	of	life.	It	is	essential	to	shed	light	on	the	conservation	efforts	to	protect	this	majestic	species.	Tigers	are	not	a	separate	subspecies	but	rather	a	genetic	variation
of	Bengal	Tigers.	In	the	wild,	their	striking	appearance	affords	them	a	disadvantage	as	they	easily	stand	out,	making	them	more	vulnerable	to	predators.	This	has	led	to	debates	about	whether	these	tigers	should	be	selectively	bred	for	captivity	or	left	undisturbed	in	their	natural	habitat.	While	some	argue	that	breeding	tigers	in	captivity	helps	raise
awareness	about	tiger	conservation	issues,	others	criticize	such	practices	as	they	may	perpetuate	unethical	breeding	programs	solely	for	profit.	Efforts	are	being	made	in	some	zoos	and	sanctuaries	to	focus	on	preserving	tiger	genetic	diversity	without	pursuing	excessive	breeding	for	display	purposes	alone.	Tigers	continue	to	captivate	and	fascinate
visitors	worldwide	with	their	captivating	beauty,	and	we	must	recognize	the	importance	of	responsible	conservation	practices.	By	supporting	genuine	efforts	to	protect	these	magnificent	creatures	and	their	habitats,	we	can	ensure	that	future	generations	can	witness	their	majesty	firsthand	while	contributing	towards	sustainable	wildlife	preservation.
The	White	Tiger	is	a	mesmerizing	creature	that	falls	under	the	category	of	big	cats.	Known	for	its	snowy-white	fur	and	piercing	blue	eyes,	it	is	perhaps	the	most	captivating	tiger.	What	makes	this	type	even	more	extraordinary	is	its	rarity.	With	only	a	few	hundred	left	in	the	wild,	sightings	of	these	majestic	animals	are	an	absolute	privilege.	But	what
sets	the	Tiger	apart	from	other	types	of	tigers?	It’s	all	about	genetic	mutation.	Tigers,	unlike	their	orange	counterparts,	carry	a	recessive	gene	that	inhibits	pigmentation,	resulting	in	their	snowy	appearance.	This	unique	mutation	gives	them	an	awe-inspiring	presence	and	poses	particular	challenges	to	survival	in	the	wild.	Their	distinctive	beauty	may
have	captivated	our	imagination,	but	it	reminds	us	to	appreciate	and	protect	these	magnificent	creatures	while	we	still	can.	Tigers	also	hold	deep	cultural	significance	across	various	regions	worldwide.	In	many	Asian	countries	like	China	and	India,	they	symbolize	power,	strength,	and	prosperity.	The	striking	contrast	between	the	white	coat	and	dark
stripes	is	believed	to	represent	harmony	within	opposites—a	visual	metaphor	for	balance	and	unity	in	life	itself.	From	ancient	mythology	to	modern-day	artistry,	Tigers	inspire	awe-struck	reverence	wherever	they	are	found.	The	most	striking	variant	of	the	Bengal	Tiger	is	the	elusive	Tiger.	While	it	may	sound	like	a	mythical	creature,	these
breathtaking	animals	exist.	Their	snow-white	fur	and	piercing	blue	eyes	capture	our	imagination	and	leave	us	in	awe	of	their	beauty.	Found	sporadically	among	Bengal	Tiger	populations,	these	majestic	creatures	are	not	a	separate	subspecies	but	rather	the	result	of	a	genetic	mutation	known	as	leucism.	Unlike	albinism,	which	causes	a	lack	of	all
pigmentation,	leucism	only	affects	melanin	production,	resulting	in	white	fur	while	retaining	black	stripes.	The	discovery	and	subsequent	fascination	with	Tigers	have	sparked	intense	debate	among	conservationists	about	their	place	in	nature.	Some	argue	that	their	rarity	should	be	celebrated	as	symbols	of	hope	for	wildlife	conservation	efforts.	The
Bengal	Tiger	is	undoubtedly	an	icon	of	India’s	rich	wildlife	heritage,	captivating	our	hearts	with	strength	and	grace.	With	the	addition	of	the	mesmerizing	Tiger	to	its	ranks,	this	magnificent	species	becomes	even	more	mythical-like	to	behold.	With	its	striking	rusty,	reddish	fur,	the	Siberian	tiger	is	a	majestic	creature	that	captures	the	imagination.
There	is	one	aspect	of	this	magnificent	big	cat	that	often	goes	unnoticed	–	its	elusive	white	variant.	While	the	Siberian	tiger	is	typically	known	for	its	vibrant	coat,	there	have	been	rare	sightings	of	tigers	in	this	region.	These	unique	individuals	possess	a	genetic	mutation	called	leucism,	which	causes	their	fur	to	appear	almost	entirely	white.	Standing
out	against	the	dense	green	backdrop	of	the	taiga,	these	ethereal	creatures	are	an	enchanting	sight	to	behold.	While	the	traditional	rusty-red	fur	of	the	Siberian	tiger	blends	effortlessly	into	its	natural	habitat,	the	ghostly	presence	of	a	tiger	evokes	a	sense	of	awe	and	mystery.	The	rarity	and	elegance	of	these	elusive	creatures	make	them	even	more
captivating	to	wildlife	enthusiasts	and	researchers	alike.	To	observe	such	a	creature	gracefully	navigating	through	snowy	terrain	or	expertly	camouflaging	itself	amidst	winter	foliage	is	like	witnessing	poetry	in	motion.	The	existence	of	this	stunning	variation	serves	as	a	reminder	that	nature’s	creativity	knows	no	bounds	and	continues	to	astonish	us
with	its	surprises.	While	we	marvel	at	the	rustic	beauty	of	the	typical	Siberian	tiger	roaming	through	the	taiga,	we	cannot	overlook	or	underestimate	the	allure	and	intrigue	their	snow-white	counterparts	bring.	These	enchanting	creatures	add	extra	wonderment	to	an	already	extraordinary	species.	The	South	China	Tiger,	the	white	tiger,	has	long
captivated	our	imagination	with	its	stunning	appearance.	Its	paler-colored	coat	and	increased	quantities	of	white	facial	fur	give	it	an	ethereal	beauty	unmatched	by	any	other	big	cat.	There	is	a	tragic	irony	to	this	captivating	creature	–	it	is	considered	extinct	since	none	exists.	The	disappearance	of	the	South	China	Tiger	highlights	the	grave	threat
many	animal	species	face	due	to	habitat	loss	and	poaching.	It	serves	as	a	stark	reminder	that	our	actions	directly	affect	the	survival	of	these	majestic	animals.	Beyond	their	aesthetic	value,	tigers	play	a	crucial	role	in	maintaining	ecosystem	balance,	and	their	extinction	would	have	far-reaching	ecological	implications.	Although	we	may	never	again
witness	the	sight	of	a	living	South	China	Tiger	in	its	natural	habitat,	efforts	are	being	made	to	preserve	this	iconic	species	through	conservation	breeding	programs.	These	programs	aim	to	reintroduce	tigers	into	their	historic	range	once	suitable	conditions	are	created	for	survival.	We	hope	that	one	day	we	may	see	these	magnificent	creatures	roam
freely	in	the	wild	and	savor	their	beauty	as	they	were	meant	to	be	observed	–	not	just	in	pictures	or	tales	from	past	generations.	The	Indochinese	Tiger	is	a	majestic	feline	under	the	Tiger	type,	characterized	by	its	stunning	coat	coloration.	It	resides	in	Southeast	Asia’s	dense	forests	and	grasslands	and	is	often	hailed	as	a	symbol	of	power	and	grace.
What	sets	this	particular	tiger	apart	is	its	ability	to	adapt	to	various	habitats,	allowing	it	to	thrive	in	diverse	environments.	The	Indochinese	Tiger	faces	multiple	threats	that	have	pushed	it	to	extinction.	Illegal	poaching	for	their	body	parts	and	habitat	loss	due	to	deforestation	contribute	to	their	dwindling	numbers.	Conservation	efforts	play	a	crucial
role	in	ensuring	the	survival	of	these	magnificent	creatures,	but	there	is	still	much	work	to	be	done.	The	conservation	of	Indochinese	Tigers	helps	protect	a	unique	subspecies	and	maintains	biodiversity	within	their	ecosystems.	Preserving	their	natural	habitat	benefits	other	species	that	coexist	with	them,	creating	a	ripple	effect	on	the	ecological
balance.	These	tigers	act	as	indicator	species	for	assessing	the	health	of	their	environment;	hence	conserving	them	indirectly	safeguards	other	vulnerable	flora	and	fauna	that	depend	on	similar	habitats.	The	plight	of	the	Indochinese	Tiger	may	seem	dire,	but	there	is	hope	for	its	survival	if	concerted	efforts	are	made	towards	protecting	its	habitat	and
curbing	illegal	poaching	activities.	The	Malayan	Tiger,	also	known	as	the	Panthera	tigris	jacksoni,	is	a	fascinating	subspecies	of	tiger	found	in	the	southern	and	central	parts	of	the	Malay	Peninsula.	Its	unique	white	coloration	sets	this	majestic	creature	apart	from	its	tiger	relatives.	Unlike	the	more	commonly	known	Bengal	or	Siberian	Tigers,	which
have	orange	coats	with	black	stripes,	the	Malayan	Tiger	boasts	a	creamy	white	coat	with	faint	grey	stripes.	While	their	striking	appearance	may	be	captivating,	their	unfortunate	status	as	critically	endangered	demands	our	attention.	With	only	an	estimated	250	individuals	remaining	in	the	wild,	conservation	efforts	have	become	increasingly	urgent.
Fragmentation	and	loss	of	tropical	rainforests	due	to	extensive	logging	and	land	clearance	for	agriculture	are	significant	contributors	to	their	decline.	Illegal	poaching	for	their	body	parts	has	significantly	threatened	population	numbers.	Despite	these	challenges,	dedicated	organizations	and	local	communities	are	working	tirelessly	to	save	this
incredible	species	from	extinction.	Efforts	such	as	establishing	protected	areas	specifically	for	tigers	and	implementing	anti-poaching	measures	offer	glimmers	of	hope	for	the	survival	of	Malayan	Tigers.	The	fight	is	not	just	for	them	but	also	to	preserve	the	delicate	ecosystems	they	inhabit,	ensuring	that	future	generations	can	continue	to	marvel	at
these	magnificent	creatures	roaming	free	in	their	natural	habitat.	The	anatomy	and	appearance	of	the	Tiger	are	genuinely	fascinating.	While	they	may	resemble	their	orange	counterparts,	these	majestic	creatures	have	a	unique	genetic	mutation	called	leucism,	which	causes	their	fur	to	appear	white	instead	of	the	typical	orange	color.	This	stunning
anomaly	makes	them	stand	out	in	any	setting,	with	their	pure	white	coat	contrasting	beautifully	against	lush	green	foliage	or	rocky	terrains.	Beyond	their	captivating	coat,	Tigers	also	exhibit	distinct	physical	features.	They	have	piercing	blue	eyes	that	sparkle	in	the	sunlight,	adding	an	air	of	mystery	to	their	already	enchanting	appearance.	Their
muscular	build	and	elongated	body	make	them	agile	and	swift	predators	capable	of	quickly	taking	down	large	prey.	How	much	grace	and	power	combine	flawlessly	in	this	remarkable	big	cat	is	intriguing.	The	Tiger’s	anatomy	and	appearance	mesmerize	visually	and	intellectually.	Every	detail	contributes	to	its	awe-inspiring	allure,	from	its	striking
white	fur	caused	by	a	genetic	mutation	to	its	powerful	physique	and	stunning	blue	eyes.	Whether	silently	stalking	through	the	dense	jungle	or	gracefully	basking	in	the	sun’s	rays,	these	magnificent	creatures	never	cease	to	captivate	our	attention	–	a	testament	to	nature’s	extraordinary	creations.	The	distribution	and	habitat	of	the	majestic	tiger	have
always	intrigued	wildlife	enthusiasts	worldwide.	These	beautiful	creatures	are	primarily	found	in	the	Indian	subcontinent,	including	countries	like	India,	Bhutan,	Nepal,	and	Bangladesh.	Their	distribution	is	limited	to	this	particular	region,	making	them	indigenous	to	this	part	of	the	world.	Tigers	inhabit	dense	forests	and	jungles	with	a	wide	range	of
prey	species.	Their	striking	appearance	allows	them	to	blend	seamlessly	into	these	habitats,	making	hunting	their	elusive	prey	easier.	Due	to	deforestation	and	human	encroachment	on	their	natural	habitats,	these	magnificent	animals	face	increasing	challenges	in	finding	suitable	spaces	and	sufficient	prey.	To	ensure	a	sustainable	future	for	these
incredible	creatures,	there	is	an	urgent	need	for	conservation	efforts	to	preserve	their	habitats	and	ensure	their	survival	for	generations.	By	protecting	their	natural	environments	from	degradation	and	promoting	responsible	tourism	practices	in	regions	where	they	are	found,	we	can	take	significant	steps	towards	safeguarding	the	distribution	and
habitat	of	tigers	worldwide.	Raising	awareness	about	the	importance	of	maintaining	biodiversity	will	help	foster	a	better	understanding	of	our	role	in	preserving	these	precious	ecosystems	that	support	tigers	and	numerous	other	endangered	species.	Behavior	and	lifestyle	are	key	factors	that	significantly	influence	an	individual’s	well-being.	Like	the
tiger,	known	for	its	elegance	and	grace,	our	behavior	shapes	our	experiences	and	interactions	with	the	world	around	us.	Behavior	is	not	an	inherent	trait	but	a	learned	response	to	various	environmental	stimuli.	A	healthy	lifestyle	fosters	positive	behaviors	and	creates	a	harmonious	mind,	body,	and	soul	balance.	This	includes	regular	exercise,
adequate	sleep	patterns,	balanced	nutrition,	mindfulness	practices,	and	social	connections.	The	tiger’s	disciplined	approach	to	hunting	exemplifies	how	important	it	is	to	cultivate	discipline	in	our	lifestyle	choices.	By	emulating	the	virtues	of	the	tiger	–	elegance,	adaptation,	and	self-discipline	–	we	can	transform	our	behavior	and	lifestyle	for	the
betterment	of	ourselves	and	those	around	us.	Every	small	change	has	a	ripple	effect;	even	minor	adjustments	can	lead	to	significant	improvements	over	time.	So	let	us	embrace	these	teachings	from	nature’s	majestic	creatures	and	strive	towards	personal	growth	while	living	life	to	its	fullest	potential.	Tigers	are	elegant	and	rare	creatures	with	an
intricate	reproductive	cycle	that	adds	to	their	mystique.	Unlike	humans,	female	white	tigers	are	only	receptive	to	males	during	specific	times	of	the	year.	This	estrus	phase	happens	when	light	diminishes	in	the	environment	as	days	shorten.	During	this	time,	male	tigers	display	courtship	behaviors	such	as	scent	marking	and	vocalizations	to	gain	the
attention	of	females.	Once	successfully	mated,	female	tigers	embark	on	a	gestation	period	that	lasts	approximately	three	and	a	half	months.	Amazingly,	they	can	give	birth	to	litters	of	two	to	six	cubs	at	a	time!	Not	all	cubs	make	it	past	infancy	due	to	challenges	faced	in	the	wild	or	common	genetic	defects	associated	with	inbreeding.	These	tiger	cubs
are	born	blind	and	helpless	but	quickly	develop	thanks	to	their	mother’s	nurturing	care.	These	young	predators	learn	valuable	hunting	techniques	as	they	age	by	observing	their	parents’	behavior.	Understanding	the	intricacies	of	reproduction	and	life	cycles	is	crucial	for	appreciating	nature’s	diversity	fully.	The	unique	reproductive	strategies
employed	by	tigers	allow	us	glimpses	into	one	species’	fascinating	journey	through	life.	By	delving	into	these	details,	we	can	admire	the	resilience	and	adaptability	that	enables	different	organisms	to	survive	and	thrive	within	their	respective	ecosystems.	With	its	striking	appearance	and	powerful	presence,	the	tiger	has	always	intrigued	animal
enthusiasts.	Part	of	what	makes	these	magnificent	creatures	so	fascinating	is	their	diet	and	prey.	Contrary	to	popular	belief,	the	diet	of	a	tiger	isn’t	solely	comprised	of	large	mammals	like	deer	or	buffalo;	they	are	also	known	to	hunt	smaller	animals	such	as	birds,	rabbits,	and	even	fish.	This	versatility	in	their	prey	selection	showcases	their	adaptability
in	different	environments.	One	exciting	aspect	of	a	tiger’s	diet	is	its	preference	for	consuming	the	internal	organs	first	after	a	kill.	While	this	behavior	may	seem	unusual	initially,	it	serves	an	essential	purpose.	By	devouring	the	internal	organs	first,	especially	those	rich	in	essential	nutrients	like	the	liver	or	heart,	these	tigers	efficiently	obtain	vital
vitamins	and	minerals	necessary	for	optimal	health.	Another	intriguing	aspect	of	a	tiger’s	hunting	techniques	is	its	ability	to	patiently	observe	and	study	its	potential	prey	before	initiating	an	attack.	Unlike	other	big	cat	species	that	rely	purely	on	agility	and	speed	during	hunts,	the	tiger	uses	its	intelligence	by	carefully	analyzing	the	movements	of	its
target	before	making	its	move.	This	strategic	approach	increases	the	chances	of	a	successful	hunt	and	highlights	the	remarkable	intelligence	these	majestic	felines	possess.	Delving	into	aspects	related	to	a	tiger’s	diet	and	prey	opens	up	a	world	of	fascination	that	allows	us	to	appreciate	their	unique	biology.	Predators,	the	apex	hunters,	rule	over	their
domains	with	awe-inspiring	strength	and	ferocity.	Among	these	majestic	creatures,	one	stands	out	in	both	beauty	and	danger:	the	elusive	tiger.	With	its	striking	coat	of	snow-white	fur	and	piercing	blue	eyes,	this	elusive	predator	is	a	living	symbol	of	power	and	grace.	But	beneath	its	mesmerizing	appearance	lies	a	ruthless	hunter	capable	of	taking
down	prey	twice	its	size.	While	many	predators	rely	on	sheer	force	to	secure	their	next	meal,	the	tiger	possesses	an	innate	sense	of	strategy	that	sets	it	apart	from	its	relatives	in	the	feline	world.	These	stealthy	creatures	are	known	for	their	impeccable	patience,	waiting	silently	in	the	shadows	for	hours	until	an	opportune	moment	arrives	to	strike.
Their	incredible	intelligent	and	heightened	senses	give	them	an	advantage	when	stalking	prey,	allowing	them	to	pinpoint	every	twitch	or	rustle	in	the	dense	foliage.	Even	these	fierce	predators	are	not	immune	to	threats	themselves.	Habitat	loss	due	to	human	encroachment	poses	a	significant	danger	to	tigers’	survival.	Deforestation	and	illegal	hunting
have	led	to	a	drastic	population	decline	over	recent	decades.	We	must	take	immediate	action	to	protect	these	magnificent	creatures	for	their	sake	because	a	world	without	such	breathtaking	predators	would	be	an	irrevocable	loss	for	us	all.	The	majestic	white	tiger	is	not	a	separate	species	or	subspecies	but	rather	a	rare	color	variation	of	the	Bengal
tiger.	This	beautiful	creature	is	believed	to	have	acquired	its	icy	white	coat	due	to	a	recessive	gene	mutation.	These	enchanting	felines	can	only	be	found	in	captivity	since	they	do	not	exist	in	the	wild.	Despite	their	stunning	appearance,	they	face	various	challenges,	such	as	health	issues	and	reduced	genetic	diversity	due	to	extensive	inbreeding.	Apart
from	their	distinctive	coat,	tigers	possess	several	fascinating	features.	One	intriguing	aspect	is	their	unique	blue	eye	color,	distinguishing	them	from	their	orange-coated	relatives.	These	big	cats	have	higher	chances	of	being	born	with	crossed	eyes—a	condition	known	as	strabismus—which	can	affect	their	depth	perception	and	hunting	abilities.
Despite	these	challenges,	tigers	continue	to	captivate	people’s	hearts	with	their	striking	appearance	and	exceptional	resilience.	These	tigers’	alluring	beauty	and	intriguing	characteristics	make	them	undoubtedly	captivating	creatures.	Understanding	more	about	them	helps	shed	light	on	their	challenges	and	highlights	the	importance	of	conservation
efforts	to	preserve	this	remarkable	color	variant	for	future	generations	to	appreciate.	The	white	tiger,	a	majestic	and	captivating	creature,	has	long	symbolized	power	and	beauty.	But	what	about	its	relationship	with	humans?	Often	confined	to	zoos	and	wildlife	sanctuaries,	these	creatures	are	constantly	subjected	to	the	curious	gaze	of	onlookers.
While	some	argue	that	keeping	wild	animals	in	captivity	can	help	educate	people	about	their	conservation	needs,	others	question	the	ethical	implications	of	such	confinement.	Humans	have	always	had	a	complex	dynamic	with	the	animal	kingdom,	especially	rare	or	endangered	species.	Our	fascination	with	these	creatures	undeniably	fuels	tourism	and
the	preservation	efforts	made	by	various	organizations.	It	is	high	time	we	reevaluate	our	relationship	with	wild	animals	like	the	tiger.	Instead	of	confining	them	for	our	amusement	or	education,	We	should	redirect	our	efforts	towards	preserving	their	natural	habitats	and	supporting	programs	focusing	on	community-based	conservation	initiatives.
Doing	so	would	allow	these	creatures	to	thrive	as	nature	intended	and	promote	more	sustainable	coexistence	between	humans	and	wildlife.	White	tigers	have	long	captivated	our	imaginations	with	their	striking	appearance	and	majestic	presence.	Their	endangered	status	is	a	sad	reality	that	cannot	be	ignored.	The	primary	reason	behind	these
magnificent	creatures’	dwindling	numbers	can	be	habitat	loss	and	inbreeding.	Habitat	loss	is	perhaps	the	most	significant	threat	faced	by	tigers.	Their	natural	habitat,	primarily	found	in	India	and	Southeast	Asia,	has	been	rapidly	shrinking	due	to	human	activities	such	as	deforestation	for	agriculture	and	urbanization.	As	their	homes	disappear,	so	do
the	potential	prey	species	on	which	they	rely	for	survival.	Another	crucial	factor	contributing	to	the	decline	of	tigers	is	inbreeding.	Due	to	their	unique	coat	coloration	resulting	from	a	recessive	gene	mutation,	these	rare	cats	often	face	genetic	challenges	when	finding	suitable	mates	outside	captive	breeding	programs.	To	maintain	this	prized	genetic
trait,	breeders	engage	in	selective	breeding,	often	leading	to	health	issues	and	decreased	reproductive	success.	Preserving	the	future	of	tigers	requires	concerted	efforts	on	multiple	fronts	–	protection	of	natural	habitats	and	stricter	control	over	captive	breeding	programs	being	key	among	them.	Education	about	sustainable	conservation	practices	is
also	vital	in	promoting	awareness	among	local	communities	living	near	tiger	habitats	so	that	they	understand	the	significance	of	sharing	space	with	these	iconic	felines.	As	conservation	organizations	continue	striving	towards	safeguarding	tigers’	future,	we	all	need	to	recognize	our	role	as	stewards	of	biodiversity.	With	its	stunning	snow-white	fur	and
piercing	blue	eyes,	the	tiger	is	a	rare	and	majestic	creature	that	has	captivated	people’s	hearts	worldwide.	Their	current	population	is	a	cause	for	concern.	Only	approximately	200	tigers	remain	in	the	world.	This	small	population	size	is	primarily	due	to	the	rarity	of	the	tiger	gene.	The	striking	appearance	of	these	enchanting	cats	results	from	a	genetic
mutation	that	leads	to	reduced	pigmentation.	While	this	mutation	contributes	to	their	beauty,	it	also	has	several	health	issues,	such	as	vision	problems	and	hearing	impairments.	It	becomes	increasingly	challenging	for	these	captive	individuals	to	sustain	thriving	populations	in	the	wild.	Although	conservation	efforts	have	been	made	to	protect	and
breed	tigers	in	captivity,	it	raises	ethical	questions	about	their	existence	solely	for	human	pleasure.	With	no	wild	population	left,	one	must	wonder	how	our	fascination	with	these	creatures	affects	their	overall	well-being	and	survival	as	a	species.	It	highlights	our	responsibility	as	stewards	of	the	natural	world	to	preserve	biodiversity	and	ensure
environmental	conditions	suitable	for	all	creatures’	flourishing	–	including	those	captivating	beings	like	the	magnificent	tiger.	White	tigers	are	undeniably	majestic	creatures	that	captivate	the	imagination	of	many	animal	enthusiasts.	Their	striking	white	coat,	piercing	blue	eyes,	and	robust	build	set	them	apart	from	their	orange	counterparts.	They
may	exhibit	some	charm	and	allure,	but	it	is	essential	to	recognize	that	tigers	are	unsuitable	pets.	These	magnificent	felines	are	endangered	species,	and	custodians	of	the	natural	world	should	prioritize	their	preservation	in	their	natural	habitat	rather	than	encouraging	ownership.	Tigers	require	a	vast	territory	to	roam	freely,	hunt	for	food,	and
engage	in	social	interactions	with	other	members	of	their	species.	Keeping	them	confined	in	a	domestic	setting	would	lead	to	immense	stress	and	restrain	their	inherent	wild	instincts.	Despite	often	being	associated	with	strength	and	ferocity,	tigers	possess	a	docile	nature.	Their	tameness	can	be	attributed	to	years	of	selective	breeding	for	appearance
rather	than	temperament.	This	means	that	owning	a	white	tiger	could	pose	unforeseen	dangers	for	unsuspecting	owners	who	might	mistakenly	believe	they	can	easily	control	these	animals.	The	well-being	and	conservation	of	white	tigers	take	precedence	over	personal	desires	or	status	symbols	attached	to	exotic	pet	ownership.	Instead,	let	us	admire
these	incredible	creatures	from	afar	–	through	eco-tourism	initiatives	or	supporting	organizations	dedicated	to	protecting	them	in	their	natural	habitats	–	ensuring	that	future	generations	can	also	marvel	at	these	genuinely	magnificent	beings.	Kingdom:AnimaliaPhylum:ChordataClass:MammaliaOrder:CarnivoraGenus:PantheraScientific	name:Panthera
tigris	Tigris	The	conservation	status	of	the	majestic	white	tiger	is	a	topic	that	often	ignites	passionate	debates.	Today,	these	incredible	creatures	are	classified	as	endangered,	with	only	a	few	hundred	remaining	in	the	wild.	This	dire	situation	is	mainly	due	to	habitat	loss	and	poaching	for	their	prized	fur	and	body	parts.	While	efforts	have	been	made	to
protect	their	habitats	and	enforce	regulations	against	poaching,	the	future	remains	uncertain	for	these	beautiful	big	cats.	Despite	their	challenges,	there	is	hope	on	the	horizon	for	tigers.	Conservation	organizations	around	the	organization’s	king	tirelessly	ensure	their	survival	by	implementing	breeding	programs	and	reintroducing	them	into	protected
areas.	Increased	awareness	about	their	plight	has	led	to	more	public	support	and	funding	for	conservation	initiatives.	We	must	be	cautious	not	to	romanticize	or	view	these	rose-colored	glasses;	saving	a	species	from	extinction	requires	ongoing	commitment	and	collaborative	efforts	from	governments,	communities,	and	individuals	alike.	White	tigers
may	have	captured	our	imagination	with	their	ethereal	beauty	and	mystery,	but	we	must	recognize	the	urgency	of	preserving	them.	By	understanding	their	conservation	status	today,	we	can	take	meaningful	action	toward	ensuring	a	brighter	future	for	these	extraordinary	creatures.	Together,	we	can	make	a	difference	in	safeguarding	these	tiger	and
our	planet’s	rich	biodiversity	for	generations.	The	white	tiger	is	a	fascinating	and	majestic	creature	that	captivates	the	imagination.	Its	unique	appearance	and	characteristics	make	it	a	symbol	of	power	and	beauty.	It	is	essential	to	consider	the	conservation	efforts	needed	to	protect	this	endangered	species.	With	their	habitat	loss	and	poaching	threats,
we	must	support	organizations	working	toward	their	preservation.	By	spreading	awareness,	organizing	conservation	initiatives,	and	advocating	for	their	protection,	we	can	ensure	that	future	generations	will	have	the	privilege	of	witnessing	the	awe-inspiring	presence	of	the	tiger	in	the	wild.	Let	us	come	together	to	safeguard	these	magnificent
animals	before	they	disappear	forever.	A	white	tiger	is	a	rare	variant	of	the	Bengal	tiger,	characterized	by	its	striking	white	fur	and	blue	eyes.	No,	white	tigers	are	not	albino.	They	have	a	genetic	condition	called	leucism,	which	causes	the	loss	of	pigmentation	in	their	fur	but	not	their	eyes.	These	tigers	are	not	found	in	the	wild	anymore.	They	were
primarily	bred	in	captivity	for	their	unique	appearance.	Snow	tigers,	also	known	as	white	tigers,	are	among	the	most	enchanting	and	mysterious	creatures	on	the	planet.	Their	striking	appearance	and	elusive	nature	have	captivated	the	imaginations	of	wildlife	enthusiasts	and	conservationists	alike.	In	this	article,	we	will	delve	into	some	fascinating
facts	about	snow	tigers,	shedding	light	on	their	unique	characteristics,	habitats,	and	the	conservation	efforts	aimed	at	preserving	their	dwindling	populations.	What	are	Snow	Tigers?	Snow	tigers,	often	referred	to	as	white	tigers,	are	not	a	separate	subspecies	of	tigers.	Instead,	they	are	Bengal	tigers	(Panthera	tigris	tigris)	that	possess	a	rare	genetic
mutation	known	as	leucism.	This	condition	causes	their	fur	to	be	white	with	black	or	dark	brown	stripes,	a	result	of	recessive	alleles	inherited	from	both	parents.	Unlike	albino	animals,	snow	tigers	have	blue	eyes	and	a	pink	nose,	adding	to	their	unique	allure.	Habitat	and	Distribution	Historically,	snow	tigers	have	been	found	in	various	parts	of	the
Indian	subcontinent.	Their	natural	habitats	include	dense	forests,	mangroves,	and	grasslands.	However,	due	to	their	distinctive	coloration,	snow	tigers	are	more	susceptible	to	threats	in	the	wild,	such	as	poaching	and	habitat	destruction.	Today,	most	snow	tigers	are	found	in	captivity,	where	breeding	programs	aim	to	ensure	their	survival.	Unique
Physical	Characteristics	Snow	tigers	are	known	for	their	stunning	appearance,	which	sets	them	apart	from	their	orange-coated	relatives.	Here	are	some	key	physical	traits:	Coat	Color:	The	most	defining	feature	of	snow	tigers	is	their	white	fur	with	black	or	dark	brown	stripes.	This	unique	coloration	is	due	to	a	lack	of	pheomelanin	pigment,	which
typically	gives	Bengal	tigers	their	orange	hue.	Eye	Color:	Unlike	typical	Bengal	tigers,	snow	tigers	have	striking	blue	eyes.	This	is	another	result	of	the	genetic	mutation	that	causes	their	white	fur.	Size	and	Strength:	Snow	tigers	tend	to	be	slightly	larger	than	their	orange	counterparts.	They	have	powerful	bodies,	with	males	weighing	between	400	to
570	pounds	and	measuring	up	to	10	feet	in	length	from	nose	to	tail.	Behavioral	Traits	Snow	tigers,	like	other	Bengal	tigers,	are	solitary	and	territorial	animals.	They	are	apex	predators	with	keen	hunting	skills,	relying	on	stealth	and	power	to	ambush	prey.	Their	primary	diet	consists	of	deer,	wild	boar,	and	other	large	mammals.	In	captivity,	snow
tigers	exhibit	similar	behaviors	but	can	adapt	to	human	interaction	to	some	extent.	Conservation	Efforts	The	unique	beauty	of	snow	tigers	has	made	them	a	target	for	poachers	and	illegal	wildlife	trade.	Additionally,	habitat	loss	due	to	deforestation	and	human	encroachment	poses	significant	threats	to	their	survival	in	the	wild.	Conservation
organizations	and	wildlife	sanctuaries	around	the	world	are	working	tirelessly	to	protect	these	majestic	creatures.	Efforts	include:	Captive	Breeding	Programs:	Many	zoos	and	wildlife	sanctuaries	have	established	breeding	programs	to	increase	the	population	of	snow	tigers.	These	programs	aim	to	maintain	genetic	diversity	and	ensure	the	health	of
the	tiger	population.	Habitat	Protection:	Conservationists	are	advocating	for	the	preservation	of	natural	habitats	to	provide	a	safe	environment	for	wild	tigers.	Protected	areas	and	wildlife	corridors	are	crucial	for	their	survival.	Anti-Poaching	Initiatives:	Various	organizations	are	implementing	anti-poaching	measures	to	combat	illegal	hunting	and
trade.	This	includes	employing	patrols,	using	technology	for	monitoring,	and	increasing	awareness	about	the	plight	of	tigers.	Interesting	Snow	Tiger	Facts	Genetic	Rarity:	Only	one	in	10,000	tiger	births	results	in	a	snow	tiger.	This	makes	them	extremely	rare	in	the	wild.	Lifespan:	In	the	wild,	snow	tigers	can	live	up	to	10-15	years.	In	captivity,	with
proper	care,	they	can	live	up	to	20	years.	Cultural	Significance:	Snow	tigers	have	been	featured	in	various	cultures	and	myths,	often	symbolizing	strength,	courage,	and	beauty.	Conclusion	Snow	tigers	are	truly	one	of	nature's	marvels,	with	their	striking	appearance	and	fascinating	traits.	While	their	future	in	the	wild	remains	uncertain,	ongoing
conservation	efforts	provide	hope	for	their	survival.	By	understanding	and	appreciating	these	magnificent	creatures,	we	can	contribute	to	the	global	mission	of	preserving	snow	tigers	for	future	generations.	What	are	snow	tigers?		There	is	no	single	answer	to	that	question,	because	there	is	no	cat	species	known	as	a	"snow	tiger".		It	could	be	that
people	are	referring	to	Snow	Leopards,	a	gray	cat	with	charcoal	spots	that	lives	above	the	permafrost	line	in	mountain	tops	at	the	top	of	the	world.		If	that	is	the	cat	you	are	thinking	of,	you	can	read	more	about	them	at	Snow	Leopards.Some	people	refer	to	tigers	who	live	where	it	snows,	as	Snow	Tigers,	but	that	would	be	Siberian	Tigers	which	are
also	known	at	Amur	Tigers	and	you	can	read	more	about	them	at	More	About	Tigers.There	has	been	a	huge	deception	played	out	by	the	entertainment	industry	that	there	is	such	a	thing	as	a	Royal	White	Bengal	Tiger	and	these	are	sometimes	referred	to	as	Snow	Tigers,	but	they	are	not	a	species	of	tiger,	but	rather	an	inbred	and	cross	bred	version	of
tiger	that	was	created	only	because	people	will	pay	to	see	a	white	tiger.	They	cannot	be	used	for	conservation	breeding	and	suffer	all	of	the	problems	associated	with	inbreeding.		You	can	read	The	Truth	About	White	Tigers.The	White	Lion	and	White	Liger	also	come	from	severe	inbreeding,	just	to	get	the	white	coat,	causing	serious	birth	defects	and
you	can	read	more	about	that	at	Ligers.The	White	Servals	in	the	slide	show	above	were	the	product	of	indiscriminate	breeding	as	well	and	have	been	neutered	to	prevent	future	generations	of	cats	who	would	suffer	from	birth	defects,	just	to	fill	an	ignorant	market	caused	by	people	who	don't	know	where	that	white	coat	really	comes	from.White	tigers
do	not	live	to	adulthood	in	the	wild	and	do	not	live	in	areas	where	it	snows.	A	colour	variation	of	the	famed	Bengal	and	Siberian	tigers,	white	tigers,	sometimes	known	as	‘snow	tigers’	or	‘royal	tigers’	are	a	genetic	anomaly	(called	leucism)	caused	by	a	double	recessive	gene	so	rare	that	it’s	estimated	that	it	occurs	only	in	one	out	of	every	10,000	live
births.	It	is	believed	that	the	very	first	white	tigers	were	seen	in	a	region	of	southeastern	China.	However,	since	the	1500s,	the	vast	majority	of	white	tigers	have	been	seen	in	India.	The	beautiful	and	piercing	stare	of	a	White	Tiger	(Photo:	sculder19	via	iStock)With	a	thousand-yard	stare,	sapphire-blue	eyes	and	an	almost	mythical	appearance,	white
tigers	capture	the	imagination	like	few	other	members	of	the	animal	kingdom	–	and	there	are	many	fascinating	facts	about	white	tigers.	Looking	fierce	(Photo:	Diy13	via	iStock)In	terms	of	size,	white	tigers	tend	to	grow	at	a	slightly	faster	rate	than	their	orange	cousins,	they	are	a	little	heavier	on	average	and	are	bigger	at	birth.White	Bengal	tigers	are
fully	grown	when	they	reach	three	years	old.	Males	can	weigh	as	much	as	260kg	and	can	grow	to	around	three	metres	long	(females	are	smaller,	topping	out	at	around	170kg).	But	one	of	the	best	white	tiger	facts	is	that	their	stripes	are	as	unique	as	a	human’s	fingerprints,	and	are	not	just	fur	markings.	If	you	were	to	shave	a	white	tiger	–	and	we
certainly	don’t	suggest	you	try	–	their	stripes	are	visible	on	their	skin.The	lifespan	of	the	white	tiger	is	no	different	to	that	of	classic	orange	and	black	tigers.	Fit	and	healthy	white	tigers	with	the	proper	diet	and	care	can	live	in	captivity	for	around	twenty	years.	A	White	Tiger	having	a	lazy	day	(Photo:	MagicColors	via	iStock)Sadly,	it	is	believed	that
white	tigers	are	extinct	in	the	wild	–	although	this	is	a	matter	of	ongoing	debate	amongst	scientists	and	researchers.	The	last	white	tiger	believed	to	have	been	seen	in	the	wild	was	shot	in	1958.	Today	around	the	world	there	are	something	like	200	white	tigers	living	in	captivity	–	approximately	half	in	India	–	in	zoos,	circuses,	rescue	sanctuaries	and
other	places	where	animals	are	displayed	and	their	continued	breeding	is	the	subject	of	much	controversy.	A	white	Tiger	catching	his	prey	(Photo:	beltsazardaniel	via	iStock)Like	all	other	tigers,	white	tigers	are	carnivores.	However,	as	there	are	no	white	tigers	in	the	wild	for	which	we	have	any	meaningful	dietary	data,	we	can	only	assume	that	when
there	was	a	wild	population	they	would	stealthily	hunt	–	mainly	nocturnally	–	large	herbivores	such	as	wild	boar,	cattle,	goats	and	deer.	In	captivity,	they	are	fed	protein	such	as	chicken	as	well	as,	presumably,	the	additional	nutrients,	vitamins	and	minerals	they	need.	White	Tigers	are	great	swimmers	(Photo:	gracethang	via	iStock)White	tigers	are	one
of	the	world’s	most	beautiful	and	distinctive	animals	and	they	have	been	closely	studied	in	captivity	for	many	years.	Here	are	the	best	facts	about	white	tigers.White	Tigers	lack	a	Key	PigmentThe	white	fur	of	white	tigers	is	caused	by	a	lack	of	the	pigment	pheomelanin	which	gives	Bengal	tigers	their	orange	fur.	For	a	white	tiger	to	be	born,	both
parents	must	carry	a	recessive	gene	–	known	as	an	allele	–	preventing	the	pigment	from	colouring	the	skin.	This	is	known	as	leucism.Today’s	White	Tigers	Descend	from	One	SpecimenIn	1951,	a	white	tiger	cub	was	captured	in	India	and	given	to	the	Maharajah	of	Rewa	who	named	him	Mohan,	roughly	translated	as	‘Enchanter’.	After	a	series	of
breeding	experiments	that	yielded	only	orange	cubs,	he	was	bred	with	his	own	daughter	–	Radha	–	producing	a	white	cub.	Therein	started	a	breeding	program	in	India	and	Mohini,	one	of	the	first	white	cubs	was	sold	to	an	American	businessman	and	a	separate	breeding	program	started	in	the	USA.Not	all	White	Tigers	are	White…Some	are	more	of	a
light	cream	colour	with	very	light	brown	or	grey	stripes	and	in	very	rare	circumstances,	a	white	tiger	can	be	born	without	stripes	at	all.	In	2009,	Fareeda	was	born	without	stripes	–	the	first	white	tiger	born	in	Africa	–	to	two	striped	white	tigers.	It	is	thought	that	there	are	just	a	handful	of	pure	white	tigers	on	earth.Poor	Climbers,	Great	Swimmers,
Better	Sleepers!Contrary	to	popular	belief,	white	tigers	are	great	swimmers	and	have	been	known	to	breach	boundaries	such	as	moats	and	water	sources	to	get	to	food.	They’re	not	particularly	good	at	climbing	trees	but	they	are	expert	sleepers,	averaging	16	–	18	hours	a	day!	A	colour	variation	of	the	famed	Bengal	and	Siberian	tigers,	white	tigers,
sometimes	known	as	‘snow	tigers’	or	‘royal	tigers’	are	a	genetic	anomaly	(called	leucism)	caused	by	a	double	recessive	gene	so	rare	that	it’s	estimated	that	it	occurs	only	in	one	out	of	every	10,000	live	births.	It	is	believed	that	the	very	first	white	tigers	were	seen	in	a	region	of	southeastern	China.	However,	since	the	1500s,	the	vast	majority	of	white
tigers	have	been	seen	in	India.	The	beautiful	and	piercing	stare	of	a	White	Tiger	(Photo:	sculder19	via	iStock)With	a	thousand-yard	stare,	sapphire-blue	eyes	and	an	almost	mythical	appearance,	white	tigers	capture	the	imagination	like	few	other	members	of	the	animal	kingdom	–	and	there	are	many	fascinating	facts	about	white	tigers.	Looking	fierce
(Photo:	Diy13	via	iStock)In	terms	of	size,	white	tigers	tend	to	grow	at	a	slightly	faster	rate	than	their	orange	cousins,	they	are	a	little	heavier	on	average	and	are	bigger	at	birth.White	Bengal	tigers	are	fully	grown	when	they	reach	three	years	old.	Males	can	weigh	as	much	as	260kg	and	can	grow	to	around	three	metres	long	(females	are	smaller,
topping	out	at	around	170kg).	But	one	of	the	best	white	tiger	facts	is	that	their	stripes	are	as	unique	as	a	human’s	fingerprints,	and	are	not	just	fur	markings.	If	you	were	to	shave	a	white	tiger	–	and	we	certainly	don’t	suggest	you	try	–	their	stripes	are	visible	on	their	skin.The	lifespan	of	the	white	tiger	is	no	different	to	that	of	classic	orange	and	black
tigers.	Fit	and	healthy	white	tigers	with	the	proper	diet	and	care	can	live	in	captivity	for	around	twenty	years.	A	White	Tiger	having	a	lazy	day	(Photo:	MagicColors	via	iStock)Sadly,	it	is	believed	that	white	tigers	are	extinct	in	the	wild	–	although	this	is	a	matter	of	ongoing	debate	amongst	scientists	and	researchers.	The	last	white	tiger	believed	to	have
been	seen	in	the	wild	was	shot	in	1958.	Today	around	the	world	there	are	something	like	200	white	tigers	living	in	captivity	–	approximately	half	in	India	–	in	zoos,	circuses,	rescue	sanctuaries	and	other	places	where	animals	are	displayed	and	their	continued	breeding	is	the	subject	of	much	controversy.	A	white	Tiger	catching	his	prey	(Photo:
beltsazardaniel	via	iStock)Like	all	other	tigers,	white	tigers	are	carnivores.	However,	as	there	are	no	white	tigers	in	the	wild	for	which	we	have	any	meaningful	dietary	data,	we	can	only	assume	that	when	there	was	a	wild	population	they	would	stealthily	hunt	–	mainly	nocturnally	–	large	herbivores	such	as	wild	boar,	cattle,	goats	and	deer.	In	captivity,
they	are	fed	protein	such	as	chicken	as	well	as,	presumably,	the	additional	nutrients,	vitamins	and	minerals	they	need.	White	Tigers	are	great	swimmers	(Photo:	gracethang	via	iStock)White	tigers	are	one	of	the	world’s	most	beautiful	and	distinctive	animals	and	they	have	been	closely	studied	in	captivity	for	many	years.	Here	are	the	best	facts	about
white	tigers.White	Tigers	lack	a	Key	PigmentThe	white	fur	of	white	tigers	is	caused	by	a	lack	of	the	pigment	pheomelanin	which	gives	Bengal	tigers	their	orange	fur.	For	a	white	tiger	to	be	born,	both	parents	must	carry	a	recessive	gene	–	known	as	an	allele	–	preventing	the	pigment	from	colouring	the	skin.	This	is	known	as	leucism.Today’s	White
Tigers	Descend	from	One	SpecimenIn	1951,	a	white	tiger	cub	was	captured	in	India	and	given	to	the	Maharajah	of	Rewa	who	named	him	Mohan,	roughly	translated	as	‘Enchanter’.	After	a	series	of	breeding	experiments	that	yielded	only	orange	cubs,	he	was	bred	with	his	own	daughter	–	Radha	–	producing	a	white	cub.	Therein	started	a	breeding
program	in	India	and	Mohini,	one	of	the	first	white	cubs	was	sold	to	an	American	businessman	and	a	separate	breeding	program	started	in	the	USA.Not	all	White	Tigers	are	White…Some	are	more	of	a	light	cream	colour	with	very	light	brown	or	grey	stripes	and	in	very	rare	circumstances,	a	white	tiger	can	be	born	without	stripes	at	all.	In	2009,
Fareeda	was	born	without	stripes	–	the	first	white	tiger	born	in	Africa	–	to	two	striped	white	tigers.	It	is	thought	that	there	are	just	a	handful	of	pure	white	tigers	on	earth.Poor	Climbers,	Great	Swimmers,	Better	Sleepers!Contrary	to	popular	belief,	white	tigers	are	great	swimmers	and	have	been	known	to	breach	boundaries	such	as	moats	and	water
sources	to	get	to	food.	They’re	not	particularly	good	at	climbing	trees	but	they	are	expert	sleepers,	averaging	16	–	18	hours	a	day!	Zoos	have	a	bit	of	a	conundrum.	Housing	only	animals	that	help	science	would	make	for	a	much	smaller	and	less	exciting	selection	for	visitors,	and	giving	every	animal	enough	room	to	feel	truly	comfortable	would	result	in
most	of	them	hiding	away,	never	to	be	seen.	In	both	cases,	the	zoo	would	lose	money	from	visitors	that	could	be	used	to	work	on	breeding	programs,	reintroduction	efforts,	and	other	conservation	work.	So,	conscientious	organisations	strike	a	balance:	they’ll	have	some	high-profile	exhibits	to	bring	in	the	money,	and	try	to	keep	the	net	gain	in	favour
of	the	environment	and	biodiversity	as	a	whole.	But	not	all	zoos	are	conscientious,	and	plenty	are	barely	regulated	at	all.	This,	sadly,	is	why	we	have	the	white	tiger;	a	sad	abomination	that	should	have	remained	a	stunning	mirage,	in	the	deepest	jungles	of	India.	The	white	tiger	is	a	mainland	tiger	that	has	a	genetic	mutation	causing	a	loss	of
pigmentation,	that	results	in	a	distrinctive	white	coat	with	brown-black	stripes.	White	Tiger	Facts	Overview	Habitat:	Captivity	Location:	Worldwide	Lifespan:	20	years	Size:	3	meters	(10	ft)	Weight:	440	–	510	lbs	(200	–	230kgs)	Color:	White	or	cream	fur	and	black,	gray,	or	brown	stripes	Diet:	Cattle,	deer,	chickens	Predators:	None	Top	Speed:	50	kph
(30	mph)	if	healthy	No.	of	Species:	1	Conservation	Status:	Endangered	The	white	tiger	is	a	true	freak	of	nature,	and	unfortunately	often	not	in	a	good	way.	While	they	are	reported	in	the	wild	from	time	to	time	in	India,	it’s	not	thought	there	are	any	in	the	wild	today.	For	a	white	tiger	to	be	born,	both	parents	must	carry	the	unusual	gene	for	loss	of
pigmentation,	which	occurs	in	perhaps	1	in	10,000	tiger	births.	This	rare	mutation	has	been	dangerously	bred	into	unnatural	captive	populations	and	has	sadly	led	to	the	vast	majority	of	individuals	being	born	as	a	fraction	of	the	enigmatic	and	phenomenal	predator	it	originated	from.	While	efforts	are	underway	to	stop	this	breeding,	a	tragic	lack	of
regulation	and	enforcement	allows	the	practice	to	continue	and	so-called	zoos	are	profiting	off	the	suffering	of	what	was	once	a	legendary	and	ethereal	fluke	of	biology.	Interesting	White	Tiger	Facts	1.	They	are	white	due	to	a	lack	of	the	pigment	pheomelanin	Pheomelanin	imparts	a	range	of	red	and	yellow	pigments	that	produce	the	orange	coloration
of	the	tiger	–	and	is	found	in	other	tigers,	such	as	the	bengal	tiger,	with	orange	color	fur.	Like	all	tigers,	their	stripes	are	like	fingerprints	of	humans.	No	two	tigers	have	the	same	stripes.	Each	pattern	is	completely	unique	to	each	big	cat,	helping	create	a	way	to	tell	them	apart.	An	additional	genetic	condition	can	result	in	the	tiger	being	almost
completely	white,	with	no	stripes.	This	snow	white	tiger	has	pure	white	fur	and	is	usually	the	rare	result	of	crossbreeding	and	gene	mutation.	2.	They	should	be	exceptionally	rare	White	tigers	are	often	erroneously	described	as	an	endangered	species,	even	in	some	zoos,	and	while	they	are	very	uncommon,	there’s	a	good	reason	for	this	rarity.	As
tigers,	they	are	technically	endangered,	but	they’re	far	from	being	a	different	species.	White	individuals	are	the	product	of	an	improbable	genetic	mutation	in	the	single	tiger	species,	Panthera	tigirs;	one	which	occurs	in	perhaps	1	in	10,000	tiger	births.	The	lack	of	orange	pigment	in	their	fur	makes	them	less	suited	to	their	environment,	and	though	a
single	white	tiger	may	occasionally	be	born,	the	chances	are	slim	that	it	would	survive	in	the	wild	–	as	they	lack	necessary	camouflage	to	hunt	prey,	and	avoid	predators.	The	exact	mechanism	behind	the	mutation	isn’t	well	understood,	but	its	scarcity	means	that	deliberate	inbreeding	has	to	occur	to	breed	one	on	purpose.	It’s	a	recessive	allele,	so	both
parents	need	to	pass	it	on	to	the	offspring.	3.	There	are	likely	zero	wild	white	tigers	Of	the	roughly	4,500	tigers	left	in	the	wild	today,	it’s	unlikely	that	any	of	them	are	white.	Despite	hundreds	of	captive	examples,	this	is	not	a	trait	that	occurs	–	or	should	occur	–	frequently	in	the	wild.	4.	White	bengal	tigers	are	typically	larger	White	bengal	tigers	grow
faster	and	are	generally	larger	than	the	orange	bengal	tiger,	both	at	birth,	and	when	they	are	fully	grown	adults.	White	tigers	can	grow	up	to	3m	in	length	and	weigh	up	to	510	lbs	(230	kg).	5.	Captive	white	tigers	are	inherently	unhealthy	Nobody	knows	just	how	many	white	tigers	are	in	captivity,	but	it’s	thought	that	there	are	more	than	200.	Each	of
these	comes	from	breeding	within	a	very	shallow	gene	pool.	Some	say	that	every	white	tiger	alive	today	is	a	descendent	of	a	single	individual	caught	in	India,	and	bred	incestuously	with	its	offspring	to	expose	the	recessive	alleles	responsible	for	its	white	appearance.	There	are	far	more	serious	considerations	to	in-breeding	than	the	“ick	factor”.
Breeding	with	your	siblings,	offspring,	or	even	cousins,	offers	limited	genetic	diversity	and	can	lead	to	combinations	of	recessive,	dangerous	defects	coming	to	light	(it’s	why	histroical	Nazis	and	royals	always	look	a	little	bit	malformed).	In	the	case	of	the	white	tiger,	this	in-breeding	is	necessary	to	bring	out	the	colouration,	but	it	comes	at	a	cost	to	the
tiger’s	health,	as	many	other	conditions	are	expressed	along	with	it.	The	result	is	white	fur,	blue	eyes,	and	often	vision,	kidney,	and	mental	defects.	6.	Malformed	white	tigers	are	sadly	killed	It	is	possible	to	get	lucky,	and	have	a	well-formed,	beautiful	white	tiger	with	eyes	that	both	point	in	the	right	direction	and	who	has	no	problem	telling	an	arse
from	an	elbow,	but	it	isn’t	likely.	The	only	way	to	guarantee	this	is	to	breed	over	and	over	again	until	the	statistical	laws	come	through.	And	this	means	countless	malformed,	runty,	and	ultimately	miserable	animals	either	living	short	lives	before	they’re	discarded	as	a	by-product,	or	in	some	cases	kept	alive	in	discomfort	until	they	die	of	their	health
problems.	Since	there’s	no	formal	census	on	tiger	breeding	in	the	US,	and	since	most	of	these	white	tigers	seem	to	be	bred	there,	the	numbers	are	hard	to	come	by,	but	it	may	be	that	fewer	than	1	in	30	or	even	60	white	tigers	are	healthy	enough	to	live	happy	lives.	The	remaining,	malformed	ones	are	killed.	7.	They	have	been	popular	attractions	in
petting	zoos	However,	being	healthy	enough	doesn’t	mean	they	are	granted	that	opportunity.	In	fact,	the	tragic	lack	of	regulation	of	smaller	organisations	in	the	US	means	that	many	white	tigers	and	other	big	cats	are	routinely	drugged	and	put	on	display	in	sick	‘petting	zoo’	experiences	for	paying	tourists.	In	unregulated	roadside	‘zoos’	these	animals
are	taken	from	their	mothers	at	a	young	age,	kept	in	unsavoury	conditions	and	have	their	welfare	disregarded	in	favour	of	bringing	in	the	crowds.	The	cubs’	lives	revolve	around	being	kept	awake,	petted,	put	on	display,	and	cruelly	exploited	in	situations	that	are	both	dangerous	for	the	people	involved	and	the	animals	themselves.	8.	AZA	has	forbidden
breeding	of	white	tigers	Since	2011,	the	Association	of	Zoos	and	Aquariums	(AZA)	has	forbidden	member	zoos	from	breeding	white	tigers.	In	Britain,	British	and	Irish	AZA	(BIAZA)	and	in	Europe,	the	European	AZA	(EAZA)	are	working	along	similar	lines	to	ensure	the	safety	and	protection	of	all	animals	in	zoos.	This	is	certainly	a	step	in	the	right
direction	and	offers	promise	to	the	countless	potential	monstrosities	that	could	now	be	avoided,	but	AZA	holds	no	power	over	non-member	organisations,	and	so	these	tigers	are	still	being	mistreated	in	cheap	roadside	publicity	stunts	for	money.	While	AZA	is	trying	to	end	private	ownership	of	wild	animals	like	this,	they	simply	don’t	have	the	teeth.	9.
Roadside	collections	are	still	a	problem	There	are	still	AZA	members	with	white	tigers.	While	breeding	is	now	forbidden,	tigers	already	in	existence	deserve	to	be	given	a	place	to	live	out	the	rest	of	their	days.	But	there	seems	to	be	a	lot	of	unofficial	breeding	still	going	on,	and	this	is	where	the	problem	persists.	Sanctuaries	are	taking	animals	in,	but
regulations	are	still	not	in	place,	or	not	enforced	strongly	enough	to	prevent	the	breeding	and	exploitation	of	white	tigers.	10.	For-profit	zoos	will	always	have	this	problem	There	is	no	conservation	merit	to	white	tigers.	They	can’t	be	reintroduced,	and	neither	do	they	truly	belong	in	the	wild.	But	zoos	will	always	need	to	balance	the	appeal	of	the
animals	they	present	against	the	impact	they’re	having	on	the	environment.	If	a	zoo	housed	only	animals	that	were	part	of	reintroduction	programs,	customers	would	find	them	mostly	boring,	so	they	wouldn’t	make	money	to	do	the	work	they’re	doing.	However,	not	all	zoos	are	doing	work.	Some	are	just	glorified	freakshows	and	circuses,	and	these	are
the	ones	with	the	least	incentive	to	stop.	While	some	organisations	are	catching	illegal	animal	breeders	and	traders,	the	incentive	remains	as	long	as	people	keep	visiting	them.	By	only	attending	accredited	AZA	zoos	in	the	US	or	BIAZA/EAZA	zoos	in	the	UK	and	Europe	respectively,	you	can	avoid	funding	these	unethical	practices	and	keep	exciting
and	exotic	animals	safe	from	exploitation.	White	Tiger	Fact-File	Summary	Scientific	Classification	Kingdom:	Animalia	Phylum:	Chordata	Class:	Mammalia	Order:	Carnivora	Family:	Felidae	Genus:	Panthera	Species	Name:	Panthera	Tigris	In	order	to	continue	enjoying	our	site,	we	ask	that	you	confirm	your	identity	as	a	human.	Thank	you	very	much	for
your	cooperation.	The	white	tiger,	also	known	as	the	royal	white	tiger	or	the	snow	tiger,	is	an	exotic	and	captivating	creature.	This	magnificent	animal,	with	its	snowy	white	fur	and	piercing	blue	eyes,	has	captured	the	imagination	of	people	around	the	world.	Unfortunately,	the	white	tiger	is	an	endangered	species,	with	its	population	dwindling	at	an
alarming	rate.	In	this	article,	we	will	delve	into	the	world	of	the	white	tiger,	explore	its	unique	characteristics	and	genetic	makeup,	understand	its	natural	habitat	and	the	threats	it	faces,	examine	the	conservation	efforts	being	made	to	protect	this	majestic	animal,	and	ponder	the	future	of	the	white	tiger	and	how	we	can	contribute	to	its	survival.
Understanding	the	White	Tiger	Before	we	can	fully	appreciate	the	white	tiger,	it	is	essential	to	understand	its	distinctive	features	and	characteristics.	The	white	tiger	is	not	a	separate	species;	rather,	it	is	a	rare	color	variant	of	the	Bengal	tiger.	Unlike	its	orange	counterparts,	the	white	tiger	lacks	the	pigment	called	pheomelanin,	giving	it	its	white	fur.
However,	beneath	its	beautiful	exterior	lies	a	fascinating	genetic	makeup	that	sets	it	apart	from	other	tigers.	Characteristics	and	Features	of	the	White	Tiger	The	white	tiger	possesses	all	the	physical	attributes	of	a	Bengal	tiger.	It	sports	a	muscular	body,	sharp	teeth,	and	retractable	claws	that	enable	it	to	stalk	and	capture	its	prey	effectively.	Its
average	height	and	weight	are	similar	to	that	of	a	regular	Bengal	tiger.	What	distinguishes	the	white	tiger	is	its	captivating	coat—pure	white	with	black	stripes—a	striking	sartorial	statement	that	sets	it	apart	from	its	fellow	tigers	in	the	animal	kingdom.	Furthermore,	the	white	tiger	shares	similar	behaviors	with	other	tigers.	It	is	a	solitary	and
territorial	animal,	marking	its	territory	with	urine	and	scratch	marks.	It	covers	a	vast	range	of	areas	in	search	of	food,	with	males	having	a	larger	territory	than	females.	This	indicates	that	the	white	tiger	is	not	just	a	spectacle	to	behold	but	also	a	complex	and	adaptive	creature.	The	White	Tiger’s	Unique	Genetic	Makeup	Scientists	have	been
fascinated	by	the	white	tiger’s	genetic	makeup,	unraveling	the	mysteries	behind	its	stunning	appearance.	The	absence	of	pheomelanin,	the	pigment	responsible	for	the	orange	color	in	Bengal	tigers,	is	due	to	a	recessive	gene	mutation.	While	this	genetic	variation	makes	the	white	tiger	a	rare	gem	in	the	wild,	it	also	poses	challenges	for	its	survival.
Because	the	gene	responsible	for	the	white	coat	is	recessive,	both	parents	must	carry	the	gene	for	a	cub	to	be	born	white.	Consequently,	the	rarity	of	these	genes	makes	successful	breeding	of	white	tigers	in	the	wild	a	difficult	undertaking.	Moreover,	inbreeding,	a	common	occurrence	among	captive	white	tigers,	increases	the	risk	of	genetic
abnormalities	and	health	issues.	The	White	Tiger	in	its	Natural	Habitat	The	white	tiger	is	predominantly	found	in	the	Indian	subcontinent,	particularly	in	the	dense	forests	of	India,	Nepal,	and	Bhutan.	Let	us	dive	deeper	into	the	white	tiger’s	natural	habitat	to	gain	a	better	understanding	of	its	geographic	distribution	and	the	adaptations	it	has
developed	to	thrive	in	its	environment.	Geographic	Distribution	of	White	Tigers	Historically,	white	tigers	were	found	across	a	significant	portion	of	India	and	its	neighboring	countries.	However,	due	to	habitat	loss	and	human	encroachment,	their	population	has	become	restricted	to	isolated	pockets.	Today,	the	majority	of	white	tigers	can	be	found	in
the	Indian	state	of	Madhya	Pradesh,	specifically	in	the	Bandhavgarh	National	Park	and	the	Rewa	region.	While	the	white	tiger’s	geographic	distribution	is	limited,	it	is	essential	to	note	that	these	animals	have	been	observed	in	a	few	other	areas	as	well,	such	as	the	Sundarbans	in	West	Bengal	and	the	Terai	region	in	Nepal.	Protecting	these	remaining
habitats	is	crucial	to	ensuring	the	survival	of	the	white	tiger.	Adaptations	to	their	Environment	The	white	tiger,	like	its	orange	counterparts,	has	excellent	adaptations	that	enable	it	to	survive	in	the	wild.	Its	stripes,	for	instance,	provide	camouflage	in	the	dense	vegetation	of	its	habitat,	helping	it	blend	into	the	surroundings	and	ambush	prey.
Additionally,	tigers	have	powerful	legs	and	strong	muscles	that	allow	them	to	sprint	and	pounce	on	their	unsuspecting	prey,	often	bringing	it	down	with	a	single	leap.	Another	remarkable	adaptation	of	the	white	tiger	is	its	ability	to	swim.	Unlike	many	other	cat	species,	tigers	are	excellent	swimmers.	They	use	their	well-developed	muscular	bodies	to
navigate	through	water,	making	them	formidable	both	on	land	and	in	water.	This	agility	and	versatility	in	their	movements	give	the	white	tiger	a	distinct	advantage	in	hunting	and	accessing	resources.	The	Threats	Facing	the	White	Tiger	Despite	its	prowess	and	adaptability,	the	white	tiger	faces	numerous	threats	that	have	pushed	it	to	the	brink	of
extinction.	Human-wildlife	conflict	and	climate	change	are	two	significant	factors	that	contribute	to	the	dwindling	population	of	this	majestic	creature.	Human-Wildlife	Conflict	and	its	Impact	As	human	populations	continue	to	expand	and	encroach	upon	the	natural	habitats	of	wildlife,	conflicts	between	humans	and	tigers	are	inevitable.	Tigers,
including	white	tigers,	often	fall	victim	to	poaching,	habitat	loss,	and	retaliatory	killings	due	to	human-wildlife	conflict.	The	demand	for	tiger	parts	and	products	in	traditional	medicine	and	illegal	wildlife	trade	further	exacerbates	the	threat	to	their	survival.	Furthermore,	the	conversion	of	forests	into	agricultural	lands	and	infrastructure	development
fragments	the	white	tiger’s	habitat,	isolating	populations	and	reducing	their	gene	pool.	This	fragmentation	hampers	the	tigers’	ability	to	find	mates	and	leads	to	a	decline	in	genetic	diversity—a	critical	factor	for	the	survival	of	any	species.	The	Role	of	Climate	Change	Climate	change	poses	another	significant	threat	to	the	white	tiger	and	its	habitat.
Rising	temperatures,	changing	rainfall	patterns,	and	increased	frequency	of	extreme	weather	events	impact	the	delicate	balance	of	ecosystems,	affecting	both	the	tiger’s	prey	and	its	habitat.	The	white	tiger	relies	on	a	robust	prey	base	for	its	survival,	primarily	consisting	of	deer,	wild	boars,	and	other	herbivores.	However,	climate	change	disrupts	the
availability	and	distribution	of	these	prey	species,	making	it	challenging	for	tigers	to	find	enough	food	to	sustain	themselves.	Additionally,	the	loss	of	habitat	due	to	rising	sea	levels	and	increased	frequency	of	wildfires	further	exacerbate	the	challenges	faced	by	this	endangered	species.	Conservation	Efforts	for	the	White	Tiger	Recognizing	the	critical
situation	faced	by	the	white	tiger,	conservation	efforts	have	been	undertaken	to	protect	and	preserve	this	magnificent	animal.	These	efforts	involve	establishing	wildlife	reserves,	implementing	international	laws	and	treaties,	and	raising	awareness	about	the	importance	of	safeguarding	this	endangered	species.	The	Importance	of	Wildlife	Reserves
Wildlife	reserves	play	a	vital	role	in	providing	protected	spaces	for	white	tigers	and	other	endangered	species.	These	reserves	provide	suitable	habitats	for	the	tigers,	ensuring	that	they	have	access	to	prey,	clean	water	sources,	and	space	for	their	territorial	needs.	Additionally,	reserves	help	minimize	human-wildlife	conflicts	by	creating	buffer	zones
and	implementing	measures	to	prevent	poaching.	Efforts	to	expand	and	connect	existing	wildlife	reserves	are	crucial	to	creating	a	larger	and	more	interconnected	landscape	for	the	white	tiger.	This	connectivity	allows	for	gene	flow	between	populations,	reducing	the	risk	of	inbreeding	and	ensuring	the	long-term	survival	of	the	species.	The	Role	of
International	Laws	and	Treaties	International	collaboration	is	vital	in	the	conservation	of	the	white	tiger.	Various	laws	and	treaties	have	been	established	to	protect	endangered	species	and	regulate	the	trade	in	their	parts	and	products.	The	Convention	on	International	Trade	in	Endangered	Species	of	Wild	Fauna	and	Flora	(CITES)	is	one	such
international	agreement	that	aims	to	ensure	the	survival	of	the	white	tiger	and	other	endangered	species	through	strict	regulation	of	their	trade.	By	implementing	and	enforcing	these	international	laws	and	treaties,	countries	can	work	together	to	combat	illegal	wildlife	trade,	protect	critical	habitats,	and	coordinate	conservation	efforts	for	the	white
tiger.	The	Future	of	the	White	Tiger	Understanding	the	current	trends	in	the	white	tiger	population	and	taking	action	to	address	the	threats	it	faces	is	crucial	to	secure	the	future	of	this	magnificent	creature.	Predicted	Trends	for	the	White	Tiger	Population	Unfortunately,	the	future	of	the	white	tiger	population	looks	bleak.	Given	the	challenges	of
inbreeding,	habitat	loss,	and	poaching,	experts	predict	a	decline	in	the	population	unless	immediate	and	effective	conservation	measures	are	implemented.	Rapid	urbanization,	climate	change,	and	the	continued	demand	for	tiger	products	further	compound	these	challenges.	However,	with	proper	management	of	natural	habitats,	the	implementation	of
anti-poaching	measures,	and	community	involvement	in	conservation	initiatives,	there	is	hope	for	the	white	tiger.	By	addressing	the	root	causes	of	its	decline	and	actively	engaging	in	conservation	efforts,	we	can	help	reverse	the	downward	trend	and	pave	the	way	for	a	brighter	future	for	the	white	tiger.	How	We	Can	Help	Protect	the	White	Tiger	As
individuals,	we	have	a	crucial	role	to	play	in	safeguarding	the	white	tiger	and	its	habitat.	Here	are	a	few	steps	we	can	take	to	contribute	to	their	conservation:	Support	conservation	organizations:	Donate	to	reputable	wildlife	organizations	that	focus	on	tiger	conservation	and	habitat	protection.	Spread	awareness:	Educate	others	about	the	importance
of	preserving	the	white	tiger	and	the	impact	of	our	actions	on	their	survival.	Choose	sustainable	products:	Avoid	purchasing	products	made	from	tiger	parts	or	promoting	activities	that	harm	tigers	or	their	habitats.	Participate	in	community	initiatives:	Engage	in	local	conservation	programs,	attend	seminars	and	workshops,	and	promote	sustainable
practices	in	your	community.	Support	responsible	tourism:	When	visiting	areas	where	white	tigers	are	found,	choose	tourism	operators	who	prioritize	wildlife	conservation	and	responsible	practices.	By	taking	these	steps,	we	can	contribute	to	the	preservation	of	the	white	tiger	and	ensure	that	future	generations	have	the	privilege	of	admiring	these
magnificent	creatures	in	the	wild.	A	colour	variation	of	the	famed	Bengal	and	Siberian	tigers,	white	tigers,	sometimes	known	as	‘snow	tigers’	or	‘royal	tigers’	are	a	genetic	anomaly	(called	leucism)	caused	by	a	double	recessive	gene	so	rare	that	it’s	estimated	that	it	occurs	only	in	one	out	of	every	10,000	live	births.	It	is	believed	that	the	very	first	white
tigers	were	seen	in	a	region	of	southeastern	China.	However,	since	the	1500s,	the	vast	majority	of	white	tigers	have	been	seen	in	India.	The	beautiful	and	piercing	stare	of	a	White	Tiger	(Photo:	sculder19	via	iStock)With	a	thousand-yard	stare,	sapphire-blue	eyes	and	an	almost	mythical	appearance,	white	tigers	capture	the	imagination	like	few	other
members	of	the	animal	kingdom	–	and	there	are	many	fascinating	facts	about	white	tigers.	Looking	fierce	(Photo:	Diy13	via	iStock)In	terms	of	size,	white	tigers	tend	to	grow	at	a	slightly	faster	rate	than	their	orange	cousins,	they	are	a	little	heavier	on	average	and	are	bigger	at	birth.White	Bengal	tigers	are	fully	grown	when	they	reach	three	years	old.
Males	can	weigh	as	much	as	260kg	and	can	grow	to	around	three	metres	long	(females	are	smaller,	topping	out	at	around	170kg).	But	one	of	the	best	white	tiger	facts	is	that	their	stripes	are	as	unique	as	a	human’s	fingerprints,	and	are	not	just	fur	markings.	If	you	were	to	shave	a	white	tiger	–	and	we	certainly	don’t	suggest	you	try	–	their	stripes	are
visible	on	their	skin.The	lifespan	of	the	white	tiger	is	no	different	to	that	of	classic	orange	and	black	tigers.	Fit	and	healthy	white	tigers	with	the	proper	diet	and	care	can	live	in	captivity	for	around	twenty	years.	A	White	Tiger	having	a	lazy	day	(Photo:	MagicColors	via	iStock)Sadly,	it	is	believed	that	white	tigers	are	extinct	in	the	wild	–	although	this	is
a	matter	of	ongoing	debate	amongst	scientists	and	researchers.	The	last	white	tiger	believed	to	have	been	seen	in	the	wild	was	shot	in	1958.	Today	around	the	world	there	are	something	like	200	white	tigers	living	in	captivity	–	approximately	half	in	India	–	in	zoos,	circuses,	rescue	sanctuaries	and	other	places	where	animals	are	displayed	and	their
continued	breeding	is	the	subject	of	much	controversy.	A	white	Tiger	catching	his	prey	(Photo:	beltsazardaniel	via	iStock)Like	all	other	tigers,	white	tigers	are	carnivores.	However,	as	there	are	no	white	tigers	in	the	wild	for	which	we	have	any	meaningful	dietary	data,	we	can	only	assume	that	when	there	was	a	wild	population	they	would	stealthily



hunt	–	mainly	nocturnally	–	large	herbivores	such	as	wild	boar,	cattle,	goats	and	deer.	In	captivity,	they	are	fed	protein	such	as	chicken	as	well	as,	presumably,	the	additional	nutrients,	vitamins	and	minerals	they	need.	White	Tigers	are	great	swimmers	(Photo:	gracethang	via	iStock)White	tigers	are	one	of	the	world’s	most	beautiful	and	distinctive
animals	and	they	have	been	closely	studied	in	captivity	for	many	years.	Here	are	the	best	facts	about	white	tigers.White	Tigers	lack	a	Key	PigmentThe	white	fur	of	white	tigers	is	caused	by	a	lack	of	the	pigment	pheomelanin	which	gives	Bengal	tigers	their	orange	fur.	For	a	white	tiger	to	be	born,	both	parents	must	carry	a	recessive	gene	–	known	as	an
allele	–	preventing	the	pigment	from	colouring	the	skin.	This	is	known	as	leucism.Today’s	White	Tigers	Descend	from	One	SpecimenIn	1951,	a	white	tiger	cub	was	captured	in	India	and	given	to	the	Maharajah	of	Rewa	who	named	him	Mohan,	roughly	translated	as	‘Enchanter’.	After	a	series	of	breeding	experiments	that	yielded	only	orange	cubs,	he
was	bred	with	his	own	daughter	–	Radha	–	producing	a	white	cub.	Therein	started	a	breeding	program	in	India	and	Mohini,	one	of	the	first	white	cubs	was	sold	to	an	American	businessman	and	a	separate	breeding	program	started	in	the	USA.Not	all	White	Tigers	are	White…Some	are	more	of	a	light	cream	colour	with	very	light	brown	or	grey	stripes
and	in	very	rare	circumstances,	a	white	tiger	can	be	born	without	stripes	at	all.	In	2009,	Fareeda	was	born	without	stripes	–	the	first	white	tiger	born	in	Africa	–	to	two	striped	white	tigers.	It	is	thought	that	there	are	just	a	handful	of	pure	white	tigers	on	earth.Poor	Climbers,	Great	Swimmers,	Better	Sleepers!Contrary	to	popular	belief,	white	tigers	are
great	swimmers	and	have	been	known	to	breach	boundaries	such	as	moats	and	water	sources	to	get	to	food.	They’re	not	particularly	good	at	climbing	trees	but	they	are	expert	sleepers,	averaging	16	–	18	hours	a	day!	A	snow	tiger,	or	Panthera	tigris,	is	a	Bengal	tiger	with	a	coat	that	is	white	instead	of	the	more	common	orange	hue.	Snow	tigers	are
not	a	separate	species.	Also	known	as	white	tigers,	snow	tigers	aren’t	albinos.	The	white	coloration	occurs	when	each	parent	provides	the	recessive	gene	needed	for	white	fur,	an	extremely	rare	occurrence	in	the	wild.	A	snow	tiger’s	white	coat	most	often	has	dark	stripes	just	like	those	of	an	orange-colored	Bengal	tiger,	although	occasionally	one	is
born	with	no	stripes	or	with	stripes	so	pale	that	they	are	barely	noticeable.Snow	tigers	reach	maturity	after	two	to	three	years.	Male	white	tigers	are	larger	then	females.	A	male	snow	tiger	can	weigh	up	to	507	pounds	(230	kilograms)	and	be	almost	10	feet	(3	meters)	long,	while	the	largest	females	weigh	around	375	pounds	(170	kilograms)	and	are
about	8	feet	(2.5	meters)	long.	Snow	tigers	are	generally	larger	than	their	orange	counterparts.	This	endangered	species	is	almost	extinct	in	the	wild.The	snow	tiger	is	native	to	India	and	Southeast	Asia,	but	most	of	them	live	in	zoos	as	a	result	of	breeding	programs	to	produce	white	offspring	from	captive	tigers	carrying	the	rare,	recessive	genes.	A
snow	tiger	is	a	carnivore,	and	eats	other	mammals	such	as	wild	boar,	buffalo,	deer,	and	goat	in	the	wild.	Newborn	tigers	drink	mother’s	milk,	but	switch	to	meat	when	they	are	several	months	old.	Snow	tigers	are	generally	solitary	as	adults,	but	the	female	tends	her	offspring	until	they	are	able	to	take	care	of	themselves,	at	around	two	to	three	years
of	age.White	tigers	can’t	run	as	far	as	some	other	wild	cats,	but	since	they	hunt	at	night,	they	are	able	to	catch	prey	using	stealth.	They	prefer	habitat	with	plenty	of	foliage	for	cover	and	a	steady	source	of	water.	The	adult	snow	tiger	can	eat	an	average	of	40	pounds	(18	kilograms)	of	meat	a	day,	and	will	eat	even	more	if	food	is	plentiful	after	an
especially	good	hunt.Some	people	believe	that	the	term	snow	tiger	sometimes	refers	to	the	snow	leopard,	a	close	relative	of	the	Bengal	tiger.	Others	believe	that	the	term	snow	tiger	refers	to	the	larger	Siberian	tiger,	since	it	lives	in	a	snowy	habitat.	The	Siberian	tiger	is	orange,	however,	and	so	far	there	is	only	rumor	that	white	Siberian	tigers	exist.	A
colour	variation	of	the	famed	Bengal	and	Siberian	tigers,	white	tigers,	sometimes	known	as	‘snow	tigers’	or	‘royal	tigers’	are	a	genetic	anomaly	(called	leucism)	caused	by	a	double	recessive	gene	so	rare	that	it’s	estimated	that	it	occurs	only	in	one	out	of	every	10,000	live	births.	It	is	believed	that	the	very	first	white	tigers	were	seen	in	a	region	of
southeastern	China.	However,	since	the	1500s,	the	vast	majority	of	white	tigers	have	been	seen	in	India.	The	beautiful	and	piercing	stare	of	a	White	Tiger	(Photo:	sculder19	via	iStock)With	a	thousand-yard	stare,	sapphire-blue	eyes	and	an	almost	mythical	appearance,	white	tigers	capture	the	imagination	like	few	other	members	of	the	animal	kingdom
–	and	there	are	many	fascinating	facts	about	white	tigers.	Looking	fierce	(Photo:	Diy13	via	iStock)In	terms	of	size,	white	tigers	tend	to	grow	at	a	slightly	faster	rate	than	their	orange	cousins,	they	are	a	little	heavier	on	average	and	are	bigger	at	birth.White	Bengal	tigers	are	fully	grown	when	they	reach	three	years	old.	Males	can	weigh	as	much	as
260kg	and	can	grow	to	around	three	metres	long	(females	are	smaller,	topping	out	at	around	170kg).	But	one	of	the	best	white	tiger	facts	is	that	their	stripes	are	as	unique	as	a	human’s	fingerprints,	and	are	not	just	fur	markings.	If	you	were	to	shave	a	white	tiger	–	and	we	certainly	don’t	suggest	you	try	–	their	stripes	are	visible	on	their	skin.The
lifespan	of	the	white	tiger	is	no	different	to	that	of	classic	orange	and	black	tigers.	Fit	and	healthy	white	tigers	with	the	proper	diet	and	care	can	live	in	captivity	for	around	twenty	years.	A	White	Tiger	having	a	lazy	day	(Photo:	MagicColors	via	iStock)Sadly,	it	is	believed	that	white	tigers	are	extinct	in	the	wild	–	although	this	is	a	matter	of	ongoing
debate	amongst	scientists	and	researchers.	The	last	white	tiger	believed	to	have	been	seen	in	the	wild	was	shot	in	1958.	Today	around	the	world	there	are	something	like	200	white	tigers	living	in	captivity	–	approximately	half	in	India	–	in	zoos,	circuses,	rescue	sanctuaries	and	other	places	where	animals	are	displayed	and	their	continued	breeding	is
the	subject	of	much	controversy.	A	white	Tiger	catching	his	prey	(Photo:	beltsazardaniel	via	iStock)Like	all	other	tigers,	white	tigers	are	carnivores.	However,	as	there	are	no	white	tigers	in	the	wild	for	which	we	have	any	meaningful	dietary	data,	we	can	only	assume	that	when	there	was	a	wild	population	they	would	stealthily	hunt	–	mainly	nocturnally
–	large	herbivores	such	as	wild	boar,	cattle,	goats	and	deer.	In	captivity,	they	are	fed	protein	such	as	chicken	as	well	as,	presumably,	the	additional	nutrients,	vitamins	and	minerals	they	need.	White	Tigers	are	great	swimmers	(Photo:	gracethang	via	iStock)White	tigers	are	one	of	the	world’s	most	beautiful	and	distinctive	animals	and	they	have	been
closely	studied	in	captivity	for	many	years.	Here	are	the	best	facts	about	white	tigers.White	Tigers	lack	a	Key	PigmentThe	white	fur	of	white	tigers	is	caused	by	a	lack	of	the	pigment	pheomelanin	which	gives	Bengal	tigers	their	orange	fur.	For	a	white	tiger	to	be	born,	both	parents	must	carry	a	recessive	gene	–	known	as	an	allele	–	preventing	the
pigment	from	colouring	the	skin.	This	is	known	as	leucism.Today’s	White	Tigers	Descend	from	One	SpecimenIn	1951,	a	white	tiger	cub	was	captured	in	India	and	given	to	the	Maharajah	of	Rewa	who	named	him	Mohan,	roughly	translated	as	‘Enchanter’.	After	a	series	of	breeding	experiments	that	yielded	only	orange	cubs,	he	was	bred	with	his	own
daughter	–	Radha	–	producing	a	white	cub.	Therein	started	a	breeding	program	in	India	and	Mohini,	one	of	the	first	white	cubs	was	sold	to	an	American	businessman	and	a	separate	breeding	program	started	in	the	USA.Not	all	White	Tigers	are	White…Some	are	more	of	a	light	cream	colour	with	very	light	brown	or	grey	stripes	and	in	very	rare
circumstances,	a	white	tiger	can	be	born	without	stripes	at	all.	In	2009,	Fareeda	was	born	without	stripes	–	the	first	white	tiger	born	in	Africa	–	to	two	striped	white	tigers.	It	is	thought	that	there	are	just	a	handful	of	pure	white	tigers	on	earth.Poor	Climbers,	Great	Swimmers,	Better	Sleepers!Contrary	to	popular	belief,	white	tigers	are	great	swimmers
and	have	been	known	to	breach	boundaries	such	as	moats	and	water	sources	to	get	to	food.	They’re	not	particularly	good	at	climbing	trees	but	they	are	expert	sleepers,	averaging	16	–	18	hours	a	day!	International	Tiger	Day	is	July	29th,	so	there’s	no	better	day	to	learn	about	White	Tigers.	These	rare	animals	capture	the	imagination	of	humans	for
their	striking	white	fur	and	blue	eyes.	White	Tigers	in	captivity.	But	what	gives	them	their	unique	appearance?	Are	they	different	from	orange	tigers?	How	many	of	them	are	left	on	Planet	Earth?	Here	are	25	surprising	and	interesting	facts	about	White	Tigers	that	your	kids	will	love!	Did	you	know	tigers	aren’t	the	only	big	cats	with	fascinating	stories?
Explore	more	about	another	stealthy	predator	in	our	Black	Panther	Facts	for	Kids.	White	Tigers	are	not	a	separate	species	of	tiger.	They	are	born	to	orange	Bengal	tigers	with	recessive	genes	for	white	coloring.	All	white	tigers	are	a	colour	variation	of	Bengal	tigers.	Contrary	to	popular	belief,	these	large	cats	are	not	a	separate	subspecies	of	tiger.
There	is	only	one	tiger	species	and	six	tiger	subspecies:	the	Siberian	tiger,	the	Bengal	tiger,	the	South	China	tiger,	the	Sumatran	tiger,	the	Indochinese	tiger,	and	the	Malayan	tiger.	Similarly,	rhinos	aren’t	all	one	species.	Learn	about	the	different	types	in	our	Rhino	Facts	for	Kids.	White	Tigers	are	are	often	confused	with	Siberian	Tigers,	because
when	people	think	of	Siberia,	they	think	of	snow.	White	Tigers	are	white	Bengal	Tigers.	White	Tigers	are	only	born	to	parents	that	both	carry	the	recessive	gene	for	white	coloring.	Having	white	fur	is	the	result	of	a	very	rare	genetic	mutation.	It	is	caused	by	the	absence	of	phenomelanin,	a	pigment	found	in	normal	Bengal	tigers	with	orange	fur.	Their
white	coat	is	not	helpful	in	the	wild.	It	doesn’t	provide	the	tiger	with	any	camouflage,	which	greatly	reduces	their	chance	of	survival.	The	white	fur	reduces	their	ability	to	stalk	prey	or	avoid	other	predators.	Other	animals,	like	red	pandas,	also	have	specific	adaptations	for	survival.	Learn	more	in	our	Red	Panda	Facts	for	Kids.	White	Tigers	have	blue
eyes	that	are	crossed.	The	gene	for	blue	eyes	is	linked	to	the	gene	for	white	fur.	So	while	most	orange	Bengal	tigers	have	yellow	eyes,	white	tigers	have	blue	eyes.	All	white	tigers	have	crossed	eyes,	whether	it	shows	or	not.	The	gene	that	causes	the	white	coat	always	causes	the	optic	nerve	to	be	wired	to	the	wrong	side	of	the	brain.		Because	their
reaction	time	is	diminished,	and	they	are	more	dependent	on	their	masters	because	they	can’t	see	clearly,	they	are	a	popular	choice	with	tiger	performers.	This	size	difference	is	noticeable	at	birth	and	seems	to	continue	throughout	their	lifespan.	It	is	probably	linked	to	the	same	gene	that	causes	their	white	fur.	These	large	animals	can	grow	to	be
more	than	ten	feet	long!	This	powerful	animal	can	run	as	fast	as	your	car	drives	on	the	highway!	While	white	tigers	are	fast,	cheetahs	are	the	ultimate	speedsters	in	the	animal	kingdom.	Learn	more	about	their	incredible	sprinting	abilities	in	our	Cheetah	Facts	for	Kids.	White	Tigers	can	run	up	to	60	miles	per	hour.	The	White	Tiger	is	a	carnivorous
animal,	meaning	they	hunt,	kill,	and	eat	other	animals.	They	use	their	sharp	claws	to	take	down	large	prey.	Did	you	know	sharks	have	similarly	voracious	appetites?	Find	out	more	in	our	Shark	Facts	for	Kids.	No	two	tigers	have	the	same	pattern	of	stripes.	Their	dark	stripes	are	as	unique	as	human	fingerprints.	White	Tigers	are	carnivorous	and	can
eat	up	to	forty	pounds	of	fresh	meat	in	one	sitting.	Like	all	tigers,	White	Tigers	are	solitary	in	their	natural	environment.	They	are	territorial	and	like	be	alone.	They	do	come	together	to	hunt	large	pray	and	to	mate	during	mating	season.	Monkeys,	in	contrast,	are	social	animals	with	fascinating	group	dynamics.	Discover	more	in
our	Monkey	Facts	for	Kids.	In	their	natural	habitat,	the	White	Tiger	(and	all	Bengal	tigers)	would	ideally	need	about	20	square	miles	of	space	in	which	to	roam,	live	and	hunt.	Captive	tigers	almost	never	get	this	much	living	space.	Tigers	are	capable	swimmers.	Their	large	webbed	paws	and	muscular	bodies	help	them	swim	up	to	seven	miles	at	a	time.
White	Tigers	can	swim	up	to	seven	miles	at	a	time.	Elephants	are	also	excellent	swimmers,	using	their	trunks	as	snorkels.	Check	out	their	aquatic	skills	in	our	Elephant	Facts	for	Kids.	White	Tigers,	along	with	Siamese	cats,	and	Himalayan	rabbits,	have	enzymes	in	their	fur	that	react	to	cold	temperatures.	This	causes	them	to	grow	darker	in	the	cold.
Contrary	to	popular	belief,	a	White	Tiger	is	not	albino	(which	is	a	form	that	lacks	hair	and	skin	color).	For	a	White	Tiger	to	be	born,	two	Bengal	tigers	with	specific	recessive	genes	have	to	mate.	The	sighting	was	documented	in	India	in	Akbar	Nama	(a	chronicle	maintained	by	the	Mughal	King	Akbar).		He	was	caught	by	the	local	maharaja	(an	Indian
prince)	who	kept	the	tiger	until	its	death.	In	1951	a	white	tiger	cub	was	captured	in	India	after	being	orphaned.	His	mother	and	three	orange	siblings	were	killed.	He	was	given	to	the	Maharajah	of	Rewa	(an	Indian	Prince)	who	named	him	Mohan.	The	Maharaja	inbred	him	with	a	female	tiger	to	create	more	white	tigers.	That	means	he	bred	the	tiger
with	close	relatives.	Mohini,	one	of	Mohan’s	cub,	was	bought	by	an	American	businessman	and	given	to	the	National	Zoo	in	Washington	D.C.		Illusionist	Roy	Horn’s	career	was	ended	after	a	mauling	by	a	white	tiger	in	2003.	Siegfried	&	Roy	were	German-American	entertainers	who	were	best	known	for	performing	with	White	Tigers	in	Las	Vegas.
Their	performing	career	ended	in	October	of	2003	when	their	White	Tiger	Mantacore	attacked	Roy	on	stage	during	a	performance.	He	survived	the	incident.	Even	thought	tigers	are	meant	to	be	wild	animals,	there	are	no	known	White	Tigers	in	the	wild	today.	The	last	known	wild	white	tiger	was	killed	in	1958	by	a	trophy	hunter.	The	last	known	wild
white	tiger	was	killed	in	1958.	All	of	them	live	in	captivity	in	zoos,	theme	parks,	or	in	exotic	pet	collections.	They	are	all	the	results	of	inbreeding.	There	are	currently	no	known	white	tigers	in	the	wild.	(Remember,	they	only	occur	in	one	in	10,000	tiger	births).	Inbreeding	leads	to	heart	defects,	spinal	and	facial	deformities	and	lower	lifespan.
Inbreeding	is	when	the	male	and	female	white	tigers	are	bred	with	close	relatives.	Humans	in	the	Inbreeding	is	when	the	male	and	female	white	tigers	are	bred	with	close	relatives.	Humans	in	the	exotic	pet	trade	do	this	to	their	captive	white	tigers	in	order	to	sell	the	cubs	to	make	money	for	themselves.	Humans	who	own	exotic	animal	farms	do	this
to	make	money	from	people	who	want	to	take	their	photo	with	White	Tiger	cubs.	Unfortunately,	inbreeding	is	very	harmful	to	White	Tigers.	It	causes	many	cubs	to	die	shortly	after	birth.	It	also	leads	to	lower	average	life	spans	and	health	problems	like	impaired	vision,	heart	defects,	spinal	and	facial	deformities,	and	weak	immune	systems.	Remember,
White	Tigers	are	not	a	separate	species.	“Conservation”	facilities	are	often	exploiting	the	tigers	to	make	money	by	charging	people	to	see	and	take	photos	with	White	Tiger	cubs.	Tigers	are	an	endangered	species.	An	estimated	3900	tigers	are	left	in	the	world.	Federal	legislation	has	been	introduced	in	the	U.S.	Senate,	including	the	Big	Cat	Public
Safety	Act	(H.R.	263/S.	1210),	to	stop	the	highly	unregulated	breeding	of	big	cats.	You	can	write	to	congress	to	express	your	support	of	this	legislation	and	help	make	a	difference	in	the	lives	of	White	Tigers.	Read	more	fun	facts	about	tigers	>>	The	white	tiger	is	a	Bengal	tiger	born	with	a	rare	pigment	mutation.	Their	wild	habitat	ranges	from	western
India	to	China	and	southeastern	Asia.	White	tigers	are	Bengal	tigers	born	with	a	rare	pigment	mutation.	They	are	carnivores	which	means	they	eat	meat.	Their	diet	consists	of	other	large	carnivores	such	as	deer,	wild	boar,	cattle	and	goat.	Yes.	In	the	wild,	White	Tigers	are	born	in	1	in	10,000	births.	White	Tigers	are	only	born	to	parents	that	both
carry	the	recessive	gene	for	white	coloring.	No.	Tigers	are	an	endangered	species.	An	estimated	3900	tigers	are	left	in	the	world.	White	tigers	are	Bengal	tigers	born	with	a	rare	pigment	mutation.	“Conservation”	facilities	are	often	exploiting	the	tigers	to	make	money	by	charging	people	to	see	and	take	photos	with	White	Tiger	cubs.	Tigers	are	an
endangered	species.	An	estimated	3900	tigers	are	left	in	the	world.	White	tigers	are	Bengal	tigers	born	with	a	rare	pigment	mutation.	“Conservation”	facilities	are	often	exploiting	the	tigers	to	make	money	by	charging	people	to	see	and	take	photos	with	White	Tiger	cubs.	Yes.	In	the	wild,	White	Tigers	are	born	in	1	in	10,000	births.	White	Tigers	are
only	born	to	parents	that	both	carry	the	recessive	gene	for	white	coloring.	No.	The	white	tiger	is	a	Bengal	tiger	born	with	a	rare	pigment	mutation.	Their	wild	habitat	ranges	from	western	India	to	China	and	southeastern	Asia.	Want	more	information?	Read	our	full	list	of	fun	facts	about	tigers	>>	We	hope	that	this	article	helped	you	learn	something
new	and	amazing	about	the	White	Tiger.	These	incredible	animals	deserve	our	respect	and	admiration.	Explore	more	fun	facts:	A	colour	variation	of	the	famed	Bengal	and	Siberian	tigers,	white	tigers,	sometimes	known	as	‘snow	tigers’	or	‘royal	tigers’	are	a	genetic	anomaly	(called	leucism)	caused	by	a	double	recessive	gene	so	rare	that	it’s	estimated
that	it	occurs	only	in	one	out	of	every	10,000	live	births.	It	is	believed	that	the	very	first	white	tigers	were	seen	in	a	region	of	southeastern	China.	However,	since	the	1500s,	the	vast	majority	of	white	tigers	have	been	seen	in	India.	The	beautiful	and	piercing	stare	of	a	White	Tiger	(Photo:	sculder19	via	iStock)With	a	thousand-yard	stare,	sapphire-blue
eyes	and	an	almost	mythical	appearance,	white	tigers	capture	the	imagination	like	few	other	members	of	the	animal	kingdom	–	and	there	are	many	fascinating	facts	about	white	tigers.	Looking	fierce	(Photo:	Diy13	via	iStock)In	terms	of	size,	white	tigers	tend	to	grow	at	a	slightly	faster	rate	than	their	orange	cousins,	they	are	a	little	heavier	on	average
and	are	bigger	at	birth.White	Bengal	tigers	are	fully	grown	when	they	reach	three	years	old.	Males	can	weigh	as	much	as	260kg	and	can	grow	to	around	three	metres	long	(females	are	smaller,	topping	out	at	around	170kg).	But	one	of	the	best	white	tiger	facts	is	that	their	stripes	are	as	unique	as	a	human’s	fingerprints,	and	are	not	just	fur	markings.
If	you	were	to	shave	a	white	tiger	–	and	we	certainly	don’t	suggest	you	try	–	their	stripes	are	visible	on	their	skin.The	lifespan	of	the	white	tiger	is	no	different	to	that	of	classic	orange	and	black	tigers.	Fit	and	healthy	white	tigers	with	the	proper	diet	and	care	can	live	in	captivity	for	around	twenty	years.	A	White	Tiger	having	a	lazy	day	(Photo:
MagicColors	via	iStock)Sadly,	it	is	believed	that	white	tigers	are	extinct	in	the	wild	–	although	this	is	a	matter	of	ongoing	debate	amongst	scientists	and	researchers.	The	last	white	tiger	believed	to	have	been	seen	in	the	wild	was	shot	in	1958.	Today	around	the	world	there	are	something	like	200	white	tigers	living	in	captivity	–	approximately	half	in
India	–	in	zoos,	circuses,	rescue	sanctuaries	and	other	places	where	animals	are	displayed	and	their	continued	breeding	is	the	subject	of	much	controversy.	A	white	Tiger	catching	his	prey	(Photo:	beltsazardaniel	via	iStock)Like	all	other	tigers,	white	tigers	are	carnivores.	However,	as	there	are	no	white	tigers	in	the	wild	for	which	we	have	any
meaningful	dietary	data,	we	can	only	assume	that	when	there	was	a	wild	population	they	would	stealthily	hunt	–	mainly	nocturnally	–	large	herbivores	such	as	wild	boar,	cattle,	goats	and	deer.	In	captivity,	they	are	fed	protein	such	as	chicken	as	well	as,	presumably,	the	additional	nutrients,	vitamins	and	minerals	they	need.	White	Tigers	are	great
swimmers	(Photo:	gracethang	via	iStock)White	tigers	are	one	of	the	world’s	most	beautiful	and	distinctive	animals	and	they	have	been	closely	studied	in	captivity	for	many	years.	Here	are	the	best	facts	about	white	tigers.White	Tigers	lack	a	Key	PigmentThe	white	fur	of	white	tigers	is	caused	by	a	lack	of	the	pigment	pheomelanin	which	gives	Bengal
tigers	their	orange	fur.	For	a	white	tiger	to	be	born,	both	parents	must	carry	a	recessive	gene	–	known	as	an	allele	–	preventing	the	pigment	from	colouring	the	skin.	This	is	known	as	leucism.Today’s	White	Tigers	Descend	from	One	SpecimenIn	1951,	a	white	tiger	cub	was	captured	in	India	and	given	to	the	Maharajah	of	Rewa	who	named	him	Mohan,
roughly	translated	as	‘Enchanter’.	After	a	series	of	breeding	experiments	that	yielded	only	orange	cubs,	he	was	bred	with	his	own	daughter	–	Radha	–	producing	a	white	cub.	Therein	started	a	breeding	program	in	India	and	Mohini,	one	of	the	first	white	cubs	was	sold	to	an	American	businessman	and	a	separate	breeding	program	started	in	the
USA.Not	all	White	Tigers	are	White…Some	are	more	of	a	light	cream	colour	with	very	light	brown	or	grey	stripes	and	in	very	rare	circumstances,	a	white	tiger	can	be	born	without	stripes	at	all.	In	2009,	Fareeda	was	born	without	stripes	–	the	first	white	tiger	born	in	Africa	–	to	two	striped	white	tigers.	It	is	thought	that	there	are	just	a	handful	of	pure
white	tigers	on	earth.Poor	Climbers,	Great	Swimmers,	Better	Sleepers!Contrary	to	popular	belief,	white	tigers	are	great	swimmers	and	have	been	known	to	breach	boundaries	such	as	moats	and	water	sources	to	get	to	food.	They’re	not	particularly	good	at	climbing	trees	but	they	are	expert	sleepers,	averaging	16	–	18	hours	a	day!
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