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Passive	voice	to	active	voice	examples

To	convert	a	sentence	from	passive	to	active	voice,	identify	the	agent	in	the	"by	the..."	phrase	or	determine	who	or	what	is	performing	the	verb's	action,	and	make	that	agent	the	subject	of	the	sentence,	adjusting	the	verb	accordingly.	Sometimes,	context	from	surrounding	sentences	is	needed	to	infer	the	agent.	To	change	an	active-voice	sentence	to
passive	voice,	consider	the	agent	performing	the	verb's	action,	then	make	that	agent	the	object	of	a	"by	the..."	phrase,	making	what	is	acted	upon	the	subject	and	changing	the	verb	to	a	form	of	"be"	plus	past	participle.	The	inclusion	of	an	explicit	"by	the..."	phrase	is	optional.	This	process	involves	reworking	sentences	to	shift	between	active	and
passive	voices	by	adjusting	who	performs	the	action	and	how	it's	described.	In	active	voice,	the	focus	is	on	the	performer	of	the	action	as	the	subject,	while	in	passive	voice,	the	focus	shifts	to	what	is	acted	upon,	with	the	agent	optionally	included	in	a	"by	the..."	phrase.	Understanding	this	difference	is	key	to	effectively	using	both	voices	in
communication.	Active	voice	is	commonly	used	in	everyday	conversations	and	writing	when	describing	situations	from	the	perspective	of	the	person	or	thing	performing	the	action.	The	subject	of	a	sentence	is	the	person	or	thing	performing	the	action,	while	the	object	receives	the	action.	Examples	of	active	voice	include:	"The	cat	killed	the	mouse,"
"Columbus	discovered	America,"	and	"His	teacher	praises	him."	In	contrast,	passive	voice	occurs	when	the	object	affected	by	the	action	is	used	instead	of	the	subject,	such	as	"He	was	praised	by	his	father"	or	"The	horse	was	frightened	by	the	noise."	1.	Present	simple	-	I	eat	an	apple.	2.	Present	continuous	-	I	am	eating	an	apple	3.	Present	perfect	-	I
have	eaten	an	apple	4.	Present	perfect	continuous	-	I	have	been	eating	an	apples.	5.	Simple	past	-	I	ate	an	apple	6.	Past	continuous	-	I	was	eating	an	apple.	7.	Past	perfect	-	I	had	eaten	an	apple	8.	Past	perfect	continuous-	I	had	eaten	an	apple.	9.	simple	future	-	I	will	eat	an	apple	10.	Future	Continuous-	I	will	be	eating	an	apples.	11.	Future	Perfect	-	I
will	have	eaten	an	Apple.	12.	The	present	tense	is	used	when	the	action	is	happening	now,	i.e.,	I	am	studying	English.	13.	The	continuous	form	of	the	present	tense	is	used	to	describe	actions	that	started	before	the	present	moment	and	are	continuing	up	to	the	present	moment.	e.g.,	I	have	been	studying	English	for	three	years	14.	The	past	perfect	is
used	when	we	talk	about	an	action	that	happened	in	the	past	but	only	if	it	happened	before	another	action	in	the	same	past.	e.g.,	I	had	eaten	a	cake	before	I	saw	you	15.	The	future	tense	is	used	to	describe	actions	that	are	going	to	happen	later	in	the	day,	next	week,	or	at	some	point	in	the	future.	e.g.,	tomorrow	I	will	be	studying	English	16.	The
present	perfect	continuous	tenses	are	used	to	describe	an	action	that	started	before	now	and	continues	up	to	the	present	moment.	e.g.,	I	have	been	studying	English	for	three	years	17.	The	simple	past	is	used	to	describe	completed	actions.	e.g.,	Yesterday,	I	ate	a	cake	18.	The	past	continuous	tense	is	used	when	we	talk	about	an	action	in	progress	at	a
specific	point	in	the	past.	e.g.,	I	was	making	a	sandwich	while	you	were	watching	TV	The	examples	provided	demonstrate	the	transformation	of	sentences	from	active	voice	to	passive	voice	and	vice	versa,	showcasing	how	the	grammatical	structure	can	be	modified	without	altering	the	meaning	of	the	original	text.	In	the	active	voice	sentences,	the
focus	is	on	the	person	or	entity	performing	the	action,	whereas	in	the	passive	voice	sentences,	the	emphasis	shifts	to	the	recipient	of	the	action.	For	instance,	"Mother	is	cooking	lunch"	(active)	becomes	"Lunch	is	being	cooked	by	Mother"	(passive).	The	examples	also	illustrate	various	forms	of	verb	conjugation	and	subject-verb	agreement,	such	as
using	the	present	continuous	tense	("I	am	writing")	or	the	future	perfect	tense	("I	will	have	made").	Moreover,	some	sentences	demonstrate	how	to	rephrase	complex	actions	into	a	more	concise	passive	voice	form.	For	example,	"He	loves	me"	can	be	rephrased	as	"I	am	loved	by	him."	Active	and	Passive	Voice:	Understanding	the	Difference	The
company	has	launched	a	new	marketing	campaign.	The	importance	of	understanding	active	and	passive	voice	cannot	be	overstated,	especially	for	English	as	a	Second	Language	(ESL)	students.	While	some	may	view	learning	about	these	grammatical	concepts	as	boring	or	only	relevant	to	language	nerds,	it	is	essential	to	grasp	the	difference	between
active	and	passive	voice.	For	instance,	consider	the	following	examples:	"John	ate	the	pizza"	versus	"The	pizza	was	eaten	by	John,"	or	"The	teacher	gave	the	students	an	assignment"	versus	"An	assignment	was	given	to	the	students	by	the	teacher."	In	each	case,	the	verb	tense	and	subject-verb-object	structure	differ	significantly	between	active	and
passive	voice.	To	illustrate	this	concept	further,	here	are	50	sentences	that	demonstrate	the	difference	between	active	and	passive	voice:	Active:	The	teacher	is	writing	on	the	board.	Passive:	The	board	is	being	written	on	by	the	teacher.	Active:	I	am	eating	a	pizza.	Passive:	A	pizza	is	being	eaten	by	me.	Active:	He	is	painting	the	house.	Passive:	The
house	is	being	painted	by	him.	Active:	They	are	flying	a	kite.	Passive:	A	kite	is	being	flown	by	them.	Active:	She	is	swimming	in	the	pool.	Passive:	The	pool	is	being	swum	in	by	her.	Active:	John	is	driving	his	car	to	work.	Passive:	His	car	is	being	driven	to	work	by	John.	Active:	The	ball	is	being	thrown	by	me.	Passive:	I	am	throwing	the	ball.	Active:	The
lamp	is	being	turned	on	by	her.	Passive:	She	is	turning	the	lamp	on.	Active:	We	are	planting	a	tree.	Passive:	A	tree	is	being	planted	by	us.	Active:	They	are	stealing	the	money.	Passive:	The	money	is	being	stolen	by	them.	Active:	He	is	kicking	the	ball.	Passive:	The	ball	is	being	kicked	by	him.	Active:	It	is	raining	outside.	Passive:	Outside,	it	is	raining.
Active:	Susan	was	bitten	by	a	dog.	Passive:	A	dog	bit	Susan.	Active:	The	light	was	turned	off	by	me.	Passive:	I	turned	the	light	off.	Active:	She	was	killed	by	the	robber.	Passive:	The	robber	killed	her.	Active:	The	book	is	being	read	by	him.	Passive:	He	is	reading	the	book.	Active:	They	are	singing	a	song.	Passive:	A	song	is	being	sung	by	them.	Active:	It
is	snowing	in	Canada.	Passive:	In	Canada,	it	is	snowing.	Active:	He	was	elected	president.	Passive:	The	President	The	difference	between	active	and	passive	voice	was	discussed	in	detail.	Various	sentences	were	presented	to	illustrate	the	distinction	between	the	two	voices.	For	instance,	"The	phone	is	ringing"	is	an	example	of	active	voice,	whereas
"The	phone	is	being	rung	by	someone"	is	a	sentence	in	passive	voice.	Similarly,	"I	am	writing	a	paper"	is	in	active	voice,	but	"A	paper	is	being	written	by	me"	is	in	passive	voice.	The	transformation	from	active	to	passive	voice	involves	changing	the	order	of	the	subject	and	verb.	In	the	sentence	"He	was	killed	in	the	accident,"	the	focus	is	on	the	person
who	suffered	the	consequences,	rather	than	the	person	responsible	for	causing	the	accident.	This	shift	from	active	to	passive	voice	changes	the	emphasis	of	the	sentence.	Other	examples	of	sentences	in	both	active	and	passive	voice	include:	"The	teacher	is	grading	tests"	(active)	vs.	"Tests	are	being	graded	by	the	teacher"	(passive),	"He	wrote	a	letter
to	his	parents"	(active)	vs.	"A	letter	was	written	to	his	parents	by	him"	(passive),	and	"Cars	run	on	gasoline"	(active)	vs.	"Gasoline	runs	cars"	(passive).	Additionally,	the	article	mentions	that	the	distinction	between	active	and	passive	voice	is	crucial	in	English	grammar,	as	it	affects	both	speaking	and	writing	skills.	Understanding	this	concept	can	help
individuals	improve	their	communication	abilities	by	choosing	the	appropriate	voice	for	different	situations.	Active	vs	Passive	Voice:	Which	is	Better?	When	it	comes	to	writing,	two	sentence	structures	stand	out:	active	and	passive	voice.	While	both	have	their	uses,	active	voice	is	generally	preferred	due	to	its	clarity	and	directness.	In	an	active	voice
sentence,	the	subject	performs	the	action,	making	sentences	stronger	and	more	engaging.	For	example,	instead	of	saying	"The	homework	was	completed	by	John,"	one	would	say	"John	completed	the	homework."	This	highlights	John's	role	in	the	action,	emphasizing	who	is	doing	what.	On	the	other	hand,	passive	voice	shifts	the	focus	to	the	recipient	of
the	action.	Instead	of	saying	"The	cat	chased	the	mouse,"	one	would	say	"The	mouse	was	chased	by	the	cat."	Passive	voice	can	be	useful	when	the	doer	is	unknown	or	not	important,	but	it	can	sometimes	make	writing	feel	weak	or	unclear.	Understanding	active	and	passive	voice	is	crucial	for	effective	communication.	By	using	active	voice,	writers	can
convey	their	message	more	clearly	and	engagingly.	The	painter	restored	what	had	been	damaged.The	books	were	organized	by	the	librarian,	who	worked	hard	to	make	them	look	neat.The	players	were	motivated	by	the	coach's	inspiring	words.Here	is	a	final	comparison	between	active	voice	and	passive	voice,	with	examples	that	will	help	you
understand	these	structures	once	again.Read	all	of	them	carefully	to	get	familiar	with	their	forms.Active	VoicePassive	VoiceThe	kitten	was	saved	by	the	firefighter.The	farmer	grew	organic	vegetables.Organic	vegetables	were	grown	by	the	farmer.The	patient	was	examined	by	the	doctor.The	friends	planned	a	surprise	party.A	surprise	party	was
planned	by	the	friends.The	hypothesis	was	tested	by	the	scientist.The	traveler	explored	the	ancient	ruins.The	children	built	a	sandcastle.A	sandcastle	was	built	by	the	children.The	volunteers	cleaned	the	beach.The	beach	was	cleaned	by	the	volunteers.The	artist	created	a	stunning	painting.Active	vs	passive	voiceRelated:30	Assertive	Sentences:	Give
Your	Opinion	ClearlyHere	are	some	questions	written	in	the	active	voice.Practice	your	English	speaking	with	these.Try	to	give	your	answers	using	full	sentences,	and	if	you	are	not	sure	of	what	to	say,	try	to	make	imaginary	answers.Active	voice	questionsWhat	hobby	do	you	enjoy	the	most?Who	inspires	you	the	most?Where	do	you	like	to	hang	out	with
friends?How	do	you	spend	your	weekends?What	book	did	you	recently	read?Why	do	you	think	teamwork	is	important?When	did	you	learn	to	play	an	instrument?Which	movie	made	you	laugh	the	hardest?How	often	do	you	exercise?What	skill	do	you	want	to	learn	next?And	now	we	will	check	out	some	passive	voice	questions.The	same	goes	for	these	–
try	to	answer	them	in	full	sentences.Passive	voice	questionsWhat	traditions	are	celebrated	in	your	family?Which	games	are	played	the	most	at	school?How	are	holidays	usually	spent	in	your	culture?What	challenges	are	faced	by	teenagers	today?Which	subjects	are	enjoyed	by	most	students?How	are	important	decisions	made	in	your	life?What	types	of
music	are	listened	to	in	your	home?Where	are	local	events	typically	advertised?How	is	your	favorite	food	prepared	by	your	family?What	values	are	taught	in	your	community?Here	is	a	paragraph	using	the	active	voice.Use	it	as	inspiration	for	your	own	writing	tasks!Active	voice	paragraph	examplesLearning	new	things	can	be	exciting,	especially	when
studying	English.Students	explore	new	vocabulary	every	day.They	read	interesting	stories	and	write	their	own.Speaking	practice	helps	them	build	confidence.In	class,	teachers	encourage	discussions	and	share	tips.Many	students	watch	English	movies	to	improve	their	listening	skills.They	also	listen	to	music	and	try	to	understand	the	lyrics.Group
work	fosters	teamwork	and	makes	learning	more	fun.Always	remember	that	using	active	voice	in	your	writing	can	make	it	clearer	and	easier	to	read!	Learning	English	can	be	a	fun	and	rewarding	experience	as	you	progress	from	beginner	to	advanced	levels.	Each	small	step	brings	you	closer	to	fluency	with	practice	and	dedication.	Unlocking	new
opportunities	is	just	around	the	corner.	
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