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WordReference Random House Learner's Dictionary of American English 2025best/bst/USA pronunciation adj.,superlative form of good. of the highest quality; the most excellent:Only the best students apply to our school. most suitable or appropriate; of most benefit or of greatest advantage:Is this the best way to handle the problem?
[it+be+~+clause]l thought it would be best if we discussed this first.[it+be+~+to+verb]it would be best not to wake her up. adv.,superlative form of well.most excellently or suitably; most well: They gave her an opera role that best suits her voice. in or to the highest degree; most:She is the best-known actress of our time. n.[countable] someone or
something that is best:[the+~]Even the best of us makes mistakes. a person's finest clothing:[one's+~]Promise me you'll wear your best to the wedding next week. a person's highest degree of ability, effort, or health:[one's+~]We're all trying ways to do our best. salutations:[one's+~]Give them my best. (= Convey to them my good wishes). v.
[~+object]to get the better of; beat:That team bested us in the finals. Idioms Idioms (all) for the best, producing good as the final result:It turned out to be all for the best when I didn't get that job. Idioms as best one can, in the best way possible:As best I can tell, we're the first ones here. Idioms at best, even under the most favorable circumstances
possible: The job won't be finished for a month at best. Idioms get or have the best of, [~+o0bject] to gain the advantage over. to defeat; subdue: The pain gotthe best of him. Idioms had best, [~+root form of a verb] ought to: You had best phone your mother. Idioms make the best of, [~+o0bject] to cope with; accept:We're only going to be living here for
a year; let's make the best of it. See better. WordReference Random House Unabridged Dictionary of American English 2025best (best), USA pronunciationadj.,[superl. of] good[with] better[as compar.] of the highest quality, excellence, or standing:the best work; the best students. most advantageous, suitable, or desirable:the best way. largest;
most:the best part of a day. adv.,[superl. of] well[with] better[as compar.]Jmost excellently or suitably; with most advantage or success:an opera role that best suits her voice. in or to the highest degree; most fully (usually used in combination):best-suited;best-known;best-loved. Idioms as best one can, in the best way possible under the
circumstances:We tried to smooth over the disagreement as best we could. Idioms had best, would be wisest or most reasonable to; ought to:You had best phone your mother to tell her where you are going. n.something or someone that is best:They always demand and get the best. The best of us can make mistakes. a person's finest clothing:It's
important that you wear your best. a person's most agreeable or desirable emotional state (often prec. by at). a person's highest degree of competence, inspiration, etc. (often prec. by at). the highest quality to be found in a given activity or category of things (often prec. by at):cabinetmaking at its best. the best effort that a person, group, or thing can
make:Their best fell far short of excellence. a person's best wishes or kindest regards:Please give my best to your father. Idioms all for the best, for the good as the final result; to an ultimate advantage:At the time it was hard to realize how it could be all for the best.Also,for the best. Idioms at best, under the most favorable circumstances:You may
expect to be treated civilly, at best. Idioms getorhave the best of: to gain the advantage over. to defeat; subdue:His arthritis gets the best of him from time to time. Idioms make the best of, to cope with in the best way possible:to make the best of a bad situation. Idioms with the best, on a par with the most capable:He can play bridge with the best.
v.t.to get the better of; defeat; beat:He easily bested his opponent in hand-to-hand combat. She bested me in the argument. bef. 900; Middle English beste, Old English betst, best; cognate with Dutch best, Old High German bezzist (German best), Old Norse bezt, Gothic batists. See betterl, -est Best (best),USA pronunciationn. Biographical Charles
Herbert, 18991978, Canadian physiologist, born in the U.S.: one of the discoverers of insulin. Collins Concise English Dictionary HarperCollins Publishers::best /bst/ adj the superlative of good most excellent of a particular group, category, etc most suitable, advantageous, desirable, attractive, etcthe best part of most of adv the superlative of welll in
a manner surpassing all others; most excellently, advantageously, attractively, etc n the best the most outstanding or excellent person, thing, or group in a category the most effective effort of which a person or group is capable a winning majorityAlso: all the best best wishes a person's smartest outfit of clothingat best in the most favourable
interpretation under the most favourable conditionsfor the best for an ultimately good outcome with good intentionsget the best of, have the best of to surpass, defeat, or outwit; bettergive someone the best to concede someone's superioritymake the best of to cope as well as possible in the unfavourable circumstances of (often in the phrases make
the best of a bad job, make the best of it) vb (transitive) to gain the advantage over or defeatEtymology: Old English betst; related to Gothic batista, Old High German bezzistWordReference Random House Learner's Dictionary of American English 2025better1/bt/USA pronunciation adj.comparative form of good. of higher or superior quality or
excellence: We got a better view of the city from the top of the Empire State Building. morally superior:Those politicians are no better than thieves. of superior suitability; preferable:There could not be a better time for action.[it+be+~+verb-ing]It's better having short lines with more bank tellers.[it+be+~+to+verb]lt is better to have loved and lost
than never to have loved at all.[it+be+~+that clause]lt's better that we stop meeting like this. larger; greater:This homework assignment will take the better part of a day to finish. improved in health; healthier than before:Well, are you feeling any better today? adv.,[comparative form of well.]in a more appropriate manner:Behave better when your
grandparents come over. to a greater degree; more completely: She knows the way better than I do. v.to (cause to) improve: [~+object]She worked hard to better the lot of the needy.[no object]Economic conditions have not bettered. [~+object] to improve upon: We have bettered last year's production. n.[countable][usually singular] something that
is preferable: the better of two choices. Usually, betters. [plural] those superior to oneself:Stop thinking of them as your betters. Idioms Idioms better off, [be+~] in better circumstances:Are we better off than we were four years ago? [be+~] more fortunate; happier:You are better off without him. Idioms for the better, in a way that is an
improvement: His health changed for the better. Idioms get or have the better of, [~+o0bject] to have or get an advantage over:They have the better of me in the opening part of the race. to prevail against; win over:Her curiosity got the better of her. Idioms go (someone) one better, to exceed someone else's efforts; surpass:She did her rival one better
by coming to the meeting better prepared. Idioms had better, [~+root form of a verb] ought to:We had better renegotiate this contract. Idioms think better of, [~+object] to reconsider or think (something) over again:I was tempted to make a wisecrack, but thought better of it and kept quiet. to form a higher opinion of:I'm sure she thinks better of you
now that she knows how kind you are. WordReference Random House Learner's Dictionary of American English 2025good/gd/USA pronunciation adj.,better/bt/USA pronunciationbest/bst/USA pronunciationn., interj., adv.adj.morally excellent; virtuous:a wise and good man. satisfactory or excellent in quality, quantity, or degree:She was a good
teacher. right; proper; fitting:[It+be+~+(that) clause]lt is good that you are here. well-behaved; easy to supervise:What a good baby! kind or friendly:to do a good deed. honorable or worthy:the company's good name. educated and refined:comes from a good background. financially sound or safe:His credit is good. genuine; valid:My driver's license is
good for another month. sensible; sound:to use good judgment. healthful; beneficial:Fresh fruit is good for you. in excellent condition; healthy:stays in good shape with exercise. not spoiled; that can be eaten or enjoyed:This food is still good. favorable:good news. cheerful; amiable:[before a noun]in good spirits. agreeable; enjoyable:[before a
noun]Have a good time. attractive:has a good figure. sufficient; enough:[before a nounla good supply. advantageous; satisfactory for the purpose:Yesterday was a good day for fishing. skillful; clever:He's good at arithmetic. skillfully done:a really good job. Linguisticsconforming to rules of grammar, usage, etc.; correct:He writes very good English.
socially proper:good manners. comparatively new or of relatively fine quality or condition:She wore her good clothes. full; complete; thorough:[before a noun]a good day's journey from here. fairly large:a good amount. free from precipitation or cloudiness:good weather. fertile; rich:good soil. loyal; dependable; reliable:a good friend. Sport(of a return,
service, or shot in tennis, handball, etc.) landing within the limits of a court or section of a court. [before a noun] favorably regarded (used with names):the good shipSyrena. n. profit or advantage; worth; benefit:[used with negative words, or in questions* uncountable]What good will that do? excellence or merit; kindness:[uncountable]to do good.
morally right, correct, or proper behavior; goodness; virtue:[uncountable]to be a power for good. Business goods, [plural] possessions, esp. movable effects or personal property. articles of trade:linen goods. Informal Termswhat has been promised or is expected:to deliver the goods. Informal Termsevidence of guilt, as stolen articles:were caught with
the goods. interj.This word is used to express approval or satisfaction:Good! Now we can all go home. adv.Informal Termswell:You did good; you should be proud. Idioms a good deal of, [~+uncountable noun] quite a lot:a good deal of money.See deal. Idioms come to no good, to end in failure or as a failure:She'll come to no good if she hangs around
with that bad crowd. Idioms for good, finally and permanently; forever:We left that country for good. Idioms good and, This phrase is used to mean "very' and comes before an adjective or adverb to express intensity:The coffee is good and hot. Idioms good for, [be+~] certain to repay (money owed):I'm sure she's good for that debt. the equivalent in
value of:This pass is good for two free seats. serviceable or useful for (a specified length of time or distance):This warranty is only good for ninety days. make good, to repay (money owed); to compensate for, as a loss; to fulfill, as a promise:made good on the debt. Idioms no good, without value or merit:Face it, that car is no good. WordReference
Random House Learner's Dictionary of American English 2025well1/wl/USA pronunciation adv., adj.,comparative better,[superlative] best,interj.adv.in a good or satisfactory manner:Our plans are going well. thoroughly or carefully:Shake the bottle well before using. in a proper manner:That child behaves well in school. excellently:a difficult task that
was well handled. with justice or reason:I couldn't very well refuse. with favor or approval:My family thinks well of her. comfortably or prosperously:to live well. to a considerable degree:These grades are well below average. in a close way; intimately:I've known them well. without doubt; certainly:I cry easily, as you well know. with good nature;
without anger:He took the joke well. adj.in good health:not a well man; He's not well. satisfactory or good:[be+~]All is well. proper, fitting, or prudent:[ be+~+that clause ]It is well that you didn't go. interj.(used to express surprise, a mild scolding, or the like:)Well! I didn't know you felt so strongly about it. This word is used to introduce a sentence,
resume a conversation, etc.:Well, it's time to go home. Idioms Idioms as well, in addition; also:She wanted to produce the play and to direct it as well. Idioms as well as, equally as:He's smart as well as charming. Idioms leave well enough alone, to avoid changing something that is satisfactory the way it is. wellness, n.[uncountable] well2/wl/USA
pronunciation n.[countable] Mininga hole drilled into the earth to obtain a natural deposit, as water or petroleum:an oil well. Geographya natural source of water, as a spring. a source:a well of compassion. Buildingan enclosed space, as for air, stairs, or an elevator, extending up and down through the floors of a building. v.[no object]to rise, spring, or
gush, as from a well:Tears welled up in my eyes. we'll/wil; unstressed wl/USA pronunciationcontraction. a shortened form ofwe shallorwe will. WordReference Random House Unabridged Dictionary of American English 2025betterl (betr),USA pronunciationadj.,[compar. of] good[with] best[as superl.] of superior quality or excellence:a better coat; a
better speech. morally superior; more virtuous:They are no better than thieves. of superior suitability, advisability, desirability, acceptableness, etc.; preferable:a better time for action. larger; greater:the better part of a lifetime. improved in health; healthier than before. completely recovered in health. Idioms no better than one should be,
[Disparaging.lmorally inferior; immoral or amoral. adv.,[compar. of] well[with] best[as superl.]in a more appropriate or acceptable way or manner:to behave better. to a greater degree; more completely or thoroughly:He knows the way better than we do. I probably know him better than anyone else. more:I walked better than a mile to town. Idioms
better off: in better circumstances. more fortunate; happier:Because of his asthma, he would be better off in a different climate. Idioms go (someone) one better, to exceed the effort of; be superior to:The neighbors went us one better by buying two new cars. Idioms had better, would be wiser or more well-advised to; ought to:We had better stay
indoors today. Idioms think better of: to reconsider and decide more favorably or wisely regarding:I was tempted to make a sarcastic retort, but thought better of it. to form a higher opinion of. v.t.to increase the good qualities of; make better; improve:to better the lot of the suburban commuter. to improve upon; surpass; exceed:We have bettered last
year's production record. Games[Cards.]to raise (a previous bid). Idioms better oneself, to improve one's social standing, financial position, or education:He is going to night school because he wants to better himself. n.that which has greater excellence or is preferable or wiser:the better of two choices. Usually,betters.those superior to one in wisdom,
wealth, etc. Idioms for the better, in a way that is an improvement:His health changed for the better. Idioms getorhave the better of: to get an advantage over. to prevail against. bef. 900; Middle English bettre, Old English bet(t)(e)ra; cognate with Old High German bezziro (German besser), Dutch beter, Old Norse betr, Gothic batiza, equivalent. to
bat- (cognate with Old High German baz (adverb, adverbial) better; akin to boot2) + -iza comparative suffix; suggested relation to Sanskrit bhadr- "fortunate' is doubtful. See best 15. amend; advance, promote; reform, correct, rectify. Seeimprove. better2 (betr),USA pronunciationn. WordReference Random House Unabridged Dictionary of American
English 2025good (gd),USA pronunciationadj.,better, best,n., interj., adv.adj.morally excellent; virtuous; righteous; pious:a good man. satisfactory in quality, quantity, or degree:a good teacher; good health. of high quality; excellent. right; proper; fit:It is good that you are here. His credentials are good. well-behaved:a good child. kind, beneficent, or
friendly:to do a good deed. honorable or worthy; in good standing:a good name. educated and refined:She has a good background. financially sound or safe:His credit is good. genuine; not counterfeit:a good quarter. sound or valid:good judgment; good reasons. reliable; dependable; responsible:good advice. healthful; beneficial:Fresh fruit is good for
you. in excellent condition; healthy:good teeth. not spoiled or tainted; edible; palatable:The meat was still good after three months in the freezer. favorable; propitious:good news. cheerful; optimistic; amiable:in good spirits. free of distress or pain; comfortable:to feel good after surgery. agreeable; pleasant:Have a good time. attractive; handsome:She
has a good figure. (of the complexion) smooth; free from blemish. close or intimate; warm:She's a good friend of mine. sufficient or ample:a good supply. advantageous; satisfactory for the purpose:a good day for fishing. competent or skillful; clever:a good manager; good at arithmetic. skillfully or expertly done:a really good job; a good play.
conforming to rules of grammar, usage, etc.; correct:good English. socially proper:good manners. remaining available to one:Don't throw good money after bad. comparatively new or of relatively fine quality:Don't play in the mud in your good clothes. best or most dressy:He wore his good suit to the office today. full:a good day's journey away. fairly
large or great:a good amount. free from precipitation or cloudiness:good weather. Medicine(of a patient's condition) having stable and normal vital signs, being conscious and comfortable, and having excellent appetite, mobility, etc. fertile; rich:good soil. loyal:a good Democrat. (of a return or service in tennis, squash, handball, etc.) landing within the
limits of a court or section of a court. Sport[Horse Racing.](of the surface of a track) drying after a rain so as to be still slightly sticky:This horse runs best on a good track. Food(of meat, esp. beef) noting or pertaining to the specific grade below "choice," containing more lean muscle and less edible fat than "prime" or "choice." favorably regarded
(used as an epithet for a ship, town, etc.):the good shipSyrena. Idioms as good as.Seeasl (def. 18). Idioms good for: certain to repay (money owed) because of integrity, financial stability, etc. the equivalent in value of:Two thousand stamps are good for one coffeepot. able to survive or continue functioning for (the length of time or the distance
indicated):These tires are good for another 10,000 miles. valid or in effect for (the length of time indicated):a license good for one year. (used as an expression of approval):Good for you! Nautical good full, (of a sail or sails) well filled, esp. when sailing close to the wind; clean full; rap full. Idioms make good: to make recompense for; repay. to
implement an agreement; fulfill. to be successful. to substantiate; verify. to carry out; accomplish; execute:The convicts made good their getaway. Idioms no good, without value or merit; worthless; contemptible:The check was no good. n.profit or advantage; worth; benefit:What good will that do? We shall work for the common good. excellence or
merit; kindness:to do good. moral righteousness; virtue:to be a power for good. Food(esp. in the grading of U.S. beef) an official grade below that of "choice." Business goods: possessions, esp. movable effects or personal property. articles of trade; wares; merchandise:canned goods. Informal Termswhat has been promised or is expected:to deliver the
goods. Informal Termsthe genuine article. Informal Termsevidence of guilt, as stolen articles:to catch someone with the goods. cloth or textile material:top-quality linen goods. British Terms[Chiefly Brit.Jmerchandise sent by land, rather than by water or air. Idioms come to no good, to end in failure or as a failure:Her jealous relatives said that she
would come to no good. Idioms for good, finally and permanently; forever:to leave the country for good.Also,for good and all. the good: the ideal of goodness or morality. good things or persons collectively. Idioms to the good: generally advantageous:That's all to the good, but what do I get out of it? richer in profit or gain:When he withdrew from the
partnership, he was several thousand dollars to the good. interj.(used as an expression of approval or satisfaction):Good! Now we can all go home. adv.Informal Termswell. Informal Terms, Idioms good and, very; completely; exceedingly:This soup is good and hot. bef. 900; Middle English (adjective, adjectival, adverb, adverbial, and noun, nominal);
Old English gd (adjective, adjectival); cognate with Dutch goed, German gut, Old Norse gthr, Gothic goths 1. pure, moral, conscientious, meritorious, worthy, exemplary, upright. 2. commendable, admirable. 5. obedient, heedful. 6. kindly, benevolent, humane, gracious, obliging. 23. full, adequate. 24. profitable, useful, serviceable, beneficial. 25.
efficient, proficient, capable, able, ready, suited, suitable, dexterous, expert, adroit, apt. 51. Seeproperty. Good is common as an adverb in informal speech, especially after forms of do: He did good on the test. She sees good with her new glasses. This use does not occur in formal speech or edited writing, where the adverb well is used instead:He did
well on the test.She sees well with her new glasses.The adjective good is standard after linking verbs like taste, smell, look, feel, be, and seem: Everything tastes good. The biscuits smell good. You're looking good today. When used after look or feel, good may refer to spirits as well as health:I'm feeling pretty good this morning, ready to take on the
world.Well is both an adjective and an adverb. As an adjective used after look, feel, or other linking verbs, it often refers to good health:You're looking well; we missed you while you were in the hospital.See alsobad. WordReference Random House Unabridged Dictionary of American English 2025welll (wel),USA pronunciationadv., adj.,[compar.]
better,[superl.] best,interj., n. adv.in a good or satisfactory manner:Business is going well. thoroughly, carefully, or soundly:to shake well before using; listen well. in a moral or proper manner:to behave well. commendably, meritoriously, or excellently:a difficult task well done. with propriety, justice, or reason:I could not well refuse. adequately or
sufficiently: Think well before you act. to a considerable extent or degree:a sum well over the amount agreed upon. with great or intimate knowledge:to know a person well. certainly; without doubt:I anger easily, as you well know. with good nature; without rancor:He took the joke well. as well: in addition; also; too:She insisted ondirecting the play
and on producing it as well. equally:The town grew as well because of its location as because of its superb climate. as well as, as much or as truly as; equally as:Joan is witty as well as intelligent. adj.in good health; sound in body and mind:Are you well? He is not a well man. satisfactory, pleasing, or good:All is well with us. proper, fitting, or
gratifying:It is well that you didn't go. in a satisfactory position; well-off:I am very well as I am. leave well enough alone, avoid changing something that is satisfactory. interj.(used to express surprise, reproof, etc.):Well! There's no need to shout. (used to introduce a sentence, resume a conversation, etc.):Well, who would have thought he could do it?
n.well-being; good fortune; success:to wish well to someone. bef. 900; Middle English, Old English wel(l) (adjective, adjectival and adverb, adverbial); cognate with Dutch wel, German wohl, Old Norse vel, Gothic waila 3. properly, correctly. 4. skillfully, adeptly, accurately, efficiently. 5. suitably. 6. fully, amply. 7. rather, quite. 13. healthy, hale, hearty.
14. fine. 15. suitable, befitting, appropriate. 16. fortunate, happy. 3. poorly, badly. 13. ill, sick. well2 (wel),USA pronunciationn. Mininga hole drilled or bored into the earth to obtain water, petroleum, natural gas, brine, or sulfur. Geographya spring or natural source of water. an apparent reservoir or a source of human feelings, emotions, energy,
etc.:He was a well of gentleness and courtesy. a container, receptacle, or reservoir for a liquid:the well of ink in a fountain pen. Buildingany sunken or deep, enclosed space, as a shaft for air or light, stairs, or an elevator, extending vertically through the floors of a building. [Naut.] Nauticala part of a weather deck between two superstructures,
extending from one side of a vessel to the other. Nauticala compartment or enclosure around a ship's pumps to make them easily accessible and protect them from being damaged by the cargo. a hollow compartment, recessed area, or depression for holding a specific item or items, as fish in the bottom of a boat or the retracted wheels of an airplane
in flight. Miningany shaft dug or bored into the earth, as for storage space or a mine. v.i.to rise, spring, or gush, as water, from the earth or some other source (often fol. by up, out, or forth):Tears welled up in my eyes. v.t.to send welling up or forth:a fountain welling its pure water. adj.like, of, resembling, from, or used in connection with a well. bef.
900; (noun, nominal) Middle English well(e), Old English wylle, wella, welle; cognate with German Welle wave; (verb, verbal) Middle English wellen, Old English wellan (cognate with Dutch wellen, Old Norse vella); both noun, nominal and verb, verbal ultimately akin to weallan to boil 3. store, fund, mine, fount. we'll (wl; unstressed wil),USA
pronunciation Collins Concise English Dictionary HarperCollins Publishers::Best /bst/ n Charles Herbert. 18991978, Canadian physiologist: associated with Banting and Macleod in their discovery of insulin in 1922 George. 19462005, Northern Ireland footballerCollins Concise English Dictionary HarperCollins Publishers::good /d/ adj (better, best)
having admirable, pleasing, superior, or positive qualities; not negative, bad, or mediocre: a good idea, a good teacher morally excellent or admirable; virtuous; righteous: a good man (as collective noun; preceded by the): the good suitable or efficient for a purpose: a good driver, a good winter coat beneficial or advantageous: vegetables are good for
you not ruined or decayed; sound or whole: the meat is still good kindly, generous, or approving: you are good to him valid or genuine: I would not do this without good reason honourable or held in high esteem: a good family commercially or financially secure, sound, or safe: good securities, a good investment (of a draft) drawn for a stated sum (of
debts) expected to be fully paid clever, competent, or talented: she's good at science obedient or well-behaved: a good dog reliable, safe, or recommended: a good make of clothes affording material pleasure or indulgence: the good things in life, the good life having a well-proportioned, beautiful, or generally fine appearance: a good figure, a good
complexion complete; full: I took a good look round the house propitious; opportune: a good time to ask the manager for a rise satisfying or gratifying: a good rest comfortable: did you have a good night? newest or of the best quality: to keep the good plates for important guests fairly large, extensive, or long: a good distance away sufficient; ample: we
have a good supply of fooda good one an unbelievable assertion a very funny jokeas good as virtually; practically: it's as good as finishedgood and informal (intensifier): good and mad (intensifier; used in mild oaths): good grief!, good heavens! interj an exclamation of approval, agreement, pleasure, etc n moral or material advantage or use; benefit or
profit: for the good of our workers, what is the good of worrying? positive moral qualities; goodness; virtue; righteousness; piety (sometimes capital) moral qualities seen as a single abstract entity: we must pursue the Good a good thing a commodity or service that satisfies a human needfor good, for good and all for ever; permanently: I have left them
for goodmake good to recompense or repair damage or injury to be successful to demonstrate or prove the truth of (a statement or accusation) to secure and retain (a position) to effect or fulfil (something intended or promised)Etymology: Old English gd; related to Old Norse gthr, Old High German guot goodgoodish adj Collins Concise English
Dictionary HarperCollins Publishers::well /wl/ adv (better, best) (often used in combination) in a satisfactory manner: the party went very well (often used in combination) in a good, skilful, or pleasing manner: she plays the violin well in a correct or careful manner: listen well to my words in a comfortable or prosperous manner: to live well (usually
used with auxiliaries) suitably; fittingly: you can't very well say that intimately: I knew him well in a kind or favourable manner: she speaks well of you to a great or considerable extent; fully: to be well informed by a considerable margin: let me know well in advancepreceded by could, might, or may: indeed: you may well have to do it yourself informal
(intensifier): well safeall very well used ironically to express discontent, dissent, etcas well in addition; toopreceded by may or might: with equal effect: you might as well comejust as well preferable or advisable: it would be just as well if you paid me nowas well as in addition tojust leave well alone, just leave well enough alone to refrain from
interfering with something that is satisfactorywell and good used to indicate calm acceptance, as of a decisionwell up in well acquainted with (a particular subject); knowledgeable about adj (usually postpositive) (when prenominal, usually used with a negative) in good health: I'm very well, thank you, he's not a well man satisfactory, agreeable, or
pleasing prudent; advisable: it would be well to make no comment prosperous or comfortable fortunate or happy: it is well that you agreed to go interj an expression of surprise, indignation, or reproof an expression of anticipation in waiting for an answer or remark sentence connector an expression used to preface a remark, gain time, etc: well, I
don't think I will comeEtymology: Old English wel; related to Old High German wala, wola (German wohl), Old Norse val, Gothic wailawell /wl/ n a hole or shaft that is excavated, drilled, bored, or cut into the earth so as to tap a supply of water, oil, gas, etc a natural pool where ground water comes to the surface a cavity, space, or vessel used to
contain a liquid (in combination): an inkwell an open shaft through the floors of a building, such as one used for a staircase a deep enclosed space in a building or between buildings that is open to the sky to permit light and air to enter a bulkheaded compartment built around a ship's pumps for protection and ease of access another word for cockpit
(in England) the open space in the centre of a law court a source, esp one that provides a continuous supply: he is a well of knowledge vb to flow or cause to flow upwards or outwards: tears welled from her eyesEtymology: Old English wella; related to Old High German wella (German Welle wave), Old Norse vella boiling heat Etymology Adjective
Middle English best, beste, going back to Old English betst, best, (as weak adjective) betsta, betesta, going back to Germanic *batista-, superlative degree of the adjective seen in the comparative *batizn better entry 1, whence also Old Frisian best, bst "best," Old Saxon betst, best, Old High German bezzisto, Old Icelandic beztr, baztr, Gothic batista
Adverb Middle English, going back to Old English betst, betest, derivative of betst, best best entry 1 Noun Middle English, going back to Old English betste, derivative of betst, best best entry 1 Verb derivative of best entry 1, after better entry 2 Auxiliary verb by ellipsis from had best First Known Use Adjectivebefore the 12th century, in the meaning
defined at sense 1 Adverbbefore the 12th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1 Nounbefore the 12th century, in the meaning defined at sense 2 Verb1863, in the meaning defined above Auxiliary Verb1897, in the meaning defined above Time Traveler The first known use of best was before the 12th century See more words from the same century
of the highest quality, excellence, or standing.l do my best work after meditation.Singling out the student with the top GPA is not always the most effective way to find the best students.most advantageous, suitable, or desirable.We've investigated a number of methods, but this is the best way.most excellently or suitably; with most advantage or
success.I think it will be an opera role that best suits her voice.in or to the highest degree; most fully (usually used in combination).Shakespeare's best-known poems are his sonnets, but he also wrote narrative poems.Eleanor Roosevelt and Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy remain two of the United States' best-loved First Ladies.Your security system
company can advise you about the features best suited for your home.the best, something or someone that is the most excellent, most suitable, of the highest quality, or the highest degree (often used withof ).They always demand and get the best.The best of us can make mistakes.To the best of my knowledge, this was the first use of that word in
print.a person's finest clothing.It's important that you wear your best.a person's most agreeable or desirable emotional state (often preceded byat ).She's not at her best before her morning coffee, so you might want to wait a few minutes to talk to her.a person's highest degree of competence, inspiration, etc. (often preceded byat ).He's at his best
when he works in a team.the highest quality to be found in a given activity or category of things (often preceded byat ).These gorgeous oak kitchen cabinets are an example of cabinetmaking at its best.the maximum effort that a person, group, or thing can make.Their best fell far short of excellence.a person's good wishes or kindest regards.Please
give my best to your father.to get the better of; defeat; beat.He easily bested his opponent in hand-to-hand combat.She bested me in the argument.the superlative of goodmost excellent of a particular group, category, etcmost suitable, advantageous, desirable, attractive, etcmost ofto do one's utmost to make progressto hurryCollins English Dictionary
Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012the superlative of well 1in a manner surpassing all others; most excellently, advantageously, attractively, etc(in combination) in or to the greatest degree or extent; mostas effectively as
possible within one's limitationswould be wise, sensible, etc, toCollins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012the most outstanding or excellent person, thing, or group in a category(often preceded by at) the
most excellent, pleasing, or skilled quality or conditionthe most effective effort of which a person or group is capableeven their best was inadequatea winning majorityAlso: all the best.best wishesa person's smartest outfit of clothingin the most favourable interpretationunder the most favourable conditionsfor an ultimately good outcomewith good
intentionsto surpass, defeat, or outwit; betterto concede someone's superiorityto cope as well as possible in the unfavourable circumstances of (often in the phrases make the best of a bad job, make the best of it )informal, six strokes with a cane on the buttocks or handCollins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William
Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012(tr) to gain the advantage over or defeatCollins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012Charles
Herbert . 18991978, Canadian physiologist: associated with Banting and Macleod in their discovery of insulin in 1922George . 19462005, Northern Ireland footballerCollins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009,
2012American-born Canadian physiologist who assisted Frederick Banting in the discovery of the hormone insulin. In acknowledgment of his work, Banting shared his portion of the 1923 Nobel Prize with Best. In addition to further refining the use of insulin, Best later discovered the vitamin choline and the enzyme histaminase, which breaks down
histamine.Origin of Best1First recorded before 900; Middle English beste, Old English betst, best; cognate with Dutch best, Old High German bezzist ( German best ), Old Norse bezt, Gothic batists; better 1, -est 10rigin of Best10ld English betst ; related to Gothic batista , Old High German bezzistIldiomsthe best part of, most of.Repairing the window
took the best part of a day.at best, under the most favorable circumstances.You may expect to be treated civilly, at best.all for the best, for the good as the final result; to an ultimate advantage: Also for the bestlt turned out to be all for the best, though at the time we didnt realize it.make the best of, to cope with in the best way possible.The rain
makes it a lot harder to have a picnic, but we know how to make the best of a bad situation.as best one can, in the best way possible under the circumstances.We tried to smooth over the disagreement as best we could.get / have the best of, to gain the advantage over. to defeat; subdue.His allergies get the best of him from time to time.best of both
worlds, the most excellent or desirable parts of two things combined, especially two things that might otherwise be difficult to reconcile.With a quiet rural atmosphere and a short commute time into the city, this suburb is ideal for office workers who want the best of both worlds.had best, would be wisest or most reasonable to; ought to.You had best
phone your mother to tell her where you are going.with the best, on a par with the most capable.He can play bridge with the best.Examples are provided to illustrate real-world usage of words in context. Any opinions expressed do not reflect the views of Dictionary.com.The actor is best known for starring as Brad Taylor in Home Improvement, the
eldest child of the shows core family.Read more on Los Angeles TimesYou have depression in your family, your father in particular. Id classify you as a depressive. Its in your best interests to continue on the medication.Going on testosterone is the single best decision I have ever made in my life and that is not an exaggeration, they added.The ban was
the "best way to minimise the risks" to the local community, players and fans, said Mr O'Hara.Panahi has won a host of prizes at European film festivals and showcased his debut film "The White Balloon" in Cannes in 1995 which won an award for best first feature.Definitions and idiom definitions from Dictionary.com Unabridged, based on the
Random House Unabridged Dictionary, Random House, Inc. 2023Idioms from The American Heritage Idioms Dictionary copyright 2002, 2001, 1995 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.Bessiebest-
ballBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact usCookies, terms, & privacyHelpFollow usGet the Word of the Day every day! 2025 Dictionary.com, LLC adjectivesuperlative of goodldioms jump to other results of the most excellent type or qualityThat's the best movie I've ever seen!He wrote his best songs
before he was 25.She was one of the best tennis players of her generation.Is that your best suit?They've been best friends (= closest friends) since they were children.the companys best-ever resultsWe want the kids to have the best possible education.Extra ExamplesThis is by far the best restaurant in the town.We aim to give our guests the very best
attention.Who in the class is best at history?Oxford Collocations Dictionaryverbsbeconsider somethingdeem somethingadverbprepositionSee full entry giving most pleasure; happiestThose were the best years of my life.Oxford Collocations Dictionaryverbsbeconsider somethingdeem somethingadverbprepositionSee full entry most suitable or
appropriateWhat's the best way to cook steak?Which is the best tool for this job?The best thing to do would be to apologize.It's best if you go now.I'm not in the best position to advise you.Owen judged it best to make no reply.Oxford Collocations Dictionaryverbsbeconsider somethingdeem somethingadverbprepositionSee full entry Word OriginOld
English betest (adjective), betost, betst (adverb), of Germanic origin; related to Dutch and German best, also to better.IdiomsSee best in the Oxford Advanced American DictionarySee best in the Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Academic English Nearby words Henry Bessemer bessie noun best adjective best adverb best noun Impressionism noun From
the Topic Art C1 Oxford Learner's Dictionaries Word of the Day Meanings Synonyms Sentences Surpassing all others in excellence, achievement, or quality; most excellent. The best performer; the best grade of ore. Most satisfactory, suitable, or useful; most desirable. The best solution; the best time for planting. Of the most excellent sort; surpassing
all others. He spoke for the best part of an hour. More Adjective Definitions (5) In a most excellent way; most creditably or advantageously. To the greatest degree or extent; most. In the most excellent manner; in the most suitable way. In the highest degree; to the greatest extent; most. More Adverb Definitions (2) One that surpasses all others.
People of the highest worth, ability, or reputation. Among the best in his profession. The best part, moment, or value. The best is still to come. Let's get the best out of life. The thing, condition, circumstance, action, etc. that is most excellent, most suitable, etc. The optimum condition or quality. Look your best. She was at her best in the freestyle
competition. More Noun Definitions (8) To get the better of; beat. To win out over; defeat or outdo. To surpass in skill or achievement. Interpreted most favorably; at the most: no more than 40 people at best in attendance. Under the most favorable conditions: has a top speed of 20 miles per hour at best. With an ultimately positive or preferable
result. To outdo or outwit; defeat: My opponent got the best of me in the debate. To accept (a bad situation) in as good a light as possible. turning out to be good or fortunate after all More idioms definitions (7) From Middle English beste, from Old English betst, betest (best), from Proto-Germanic *batistaz (best), from Proto-Indo-European *bhAd-
(good). Cognate with Scots best (best), West Frisian best (best), Dutch best (best), Low German best (best), German beste (best), Danish bedst (best), Swedish bst (best), Icelandic bestur (best). More at better. From Wiktionary From German Beste (a river in Germany) or from Anglo-Norman beste (beast). From Wiktionary Middle English from Old
English betst bhad- in Indo-European roots From American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 5th Edition Was ok, I just need to cancel subscription as I don't need it and had it for a special project.I thought basic access was free. I only need it for one lousy formEASE OF DOWNLOADI had to twice request that my subscription be
cancelled.I now have an email to confirm that cancellation has been done - I need to wait and see.Works great. Thank you for your prompt response.I recommend thebestpdf.Thank you so much for prompt response.I would recommend your service to others.The company were very quick to respond to emails, usually within 10 minutes. So I would say
customer service was fast and efficient. Thank you Easy to use.My issue was resolved quickly into my satisfaction.All tap we need to make pdfVery good system Great response time and did what I needed to be done.Thanks to operative team my money has been refunded on time.Easy to use until I have to give a review now I am cranky. Hope this is
enough words.Great very greatAmerican multinational consumer electronics retailerNot to be confused with Best by.Best Buy Co., Inc.Logo used since 2018Best Buy store in Onalaska, WisconsinFormerlySound of Music (19661983)Best Buy Co. Superstores (19831984)Best Buy Superstores (19841989)Company typePublicTraded asNYSE:BBYS&P
500 componentIndustryRetailFoundedAugust22, 1966; 59 years ago(1966-08-22) in St. Paul, Minnesota, United States, as Sound of MusicFoundersRichard M. SchulzeJames WheelerHeadquartersRichfield, Minnesota, U.S.Number of locations1,117(2025)Areas servedUnited StatesCanadaKey peopleDavid Kenny (chairman)[1]Corie Barry
(CEO)ProductsConsumer electronicsAppliancesServicesTech repairRevenue US$41.5billion (2025)Operating income US$1.26billion (2025)Net income US$927million (2025)Total assets US$14.8billion (2025)Total equity US$2.81billion (2025)Number of employeesc.85,000(2025)DivisionsBest Buy CanadaSubsidiariesBest Buy MobileBest Buy
ExpressGeek SquadLivelyMagnolia Home TheaterPacific SalesWebsitewww.bestbuy.com Footnotes/ referencesFinancials as of February1, 2025[update].[2]Best Buy Co., Inc. is an American multinational consumer electronics retailer headquartered in Richfield, Minnesota. Originally founded by Richard M. Schulze and James Wheeler in 1966 as an
audio specialty store called Sound of Music, it was rebranded under its current name with an emphasis on consumer electronics in 1983.Best Buy operates internationally in Canada, and formerly operated in China until February 2011 (when the faction was merged with Five Star) and in Mexico until December 2020 (due to the effects of the COVID-
19 pandemic). The company also operated in Europe until 2012.[3] Its subsidiaries include Geek Squad, Magnolia Audio Video, and Pacific Sales. Best Buy also operates the Best Buy Mobile and Insignia brands in North America, plus Five Star in China.[3] Best Buy sells cellular phones from Verizon Wireless, AT&T Mobility, T-Mobile, Boost Mobile
and Ting Mobile[4] in the United States. In Canada, carriers include Bell Mobility, Rogers Wireless, Telus Mobility, their fighter brands, and competing smaller carriers, such as SaskTel.Hubert Joly is executive chairman of Best Buy, having been succeeded as CEO by Corie Barry in June 2019.[5][6][7] According to Yahoo! Finance, Best Buy is the
largest specialty retailer in the United States consumer electronics retail industry.[8] The company ranked number 72 in the 2018 Fortune 500 list of the largest United States corporations by total revenue.[9]Sound of Music logo used from 1980 until 19840n August 22, 1966, Richard M. Schulze and a business partner opened Sound of Music, an
electronics store specializing in high fidelity stereos in St. Paul, Minnesota.[10][11][12][13][141[15][16][17] Schulze financed the opening of his first store with his personal savings and a second mortgage he took out on his family's home.[16][18] In 1967, Sound of Music acquired Kencraft Hi-Fi Company and Bergo Company.[18] Sound of Music
earned $1 million in revenue and made about $58,000 in profits in its first year.[16] In 1969, Sound of Music had three stores and Schulze bought out his business partner.Sound of Music operated nine stores throughout Minnesota by 1978.[19] In 1981, the Roseville location, at the time the largest and most profitable Sound of Music store, was hit by
a tornado.[16] The store's roof was sheared off and showroom destroyed, but the storeroom was left intact.[16][20] In response, Schulze decided to have a "Tornado Sale" of damaged and excess stock in the damaged store's parking lot.[16] He poured the remainder of his marketing budget into advertising the sale, promising "best buys" on
everything.[20] Sound of Music made more money during the four-day sale than it did in a typical month.[17]Best Buy Co. logo from 1984 until 1986 (but the "Superstores" variant, added in March 1986)Best Buy Superstores logo from 1986 until 1989In 1983, with seven stores and $10 million in annual sales, Sound of Music was renamed Best Buy
Company, Inc.[19][20] The company also expanded its product offerings to include home appliances and VCRs, in an attempt to expand beyond its then-core customer base of 15- to 18-year-old males. Later that year, Best Buy opened its first superstore in Burnsville, Minnesota.[20] The Burnsville location featured a high-volume, low-price business
model, which was borrowed partially from Schulze's successful Tornado Sale in 1981.[16][20] In its first year, the Burnsville store out-performed all other Best Buy stores combined.[17][18]Best Buy was taken public in 1985, and two years later it debuted on the New York Stock Exchange.[21][22] In 1988, Best Buy was in a price and location war
with Detroit-based appliance chain Highland Superstores, and Schulze attempted to sell the company to Circuit City for US$30 million. Circuit City rejected the offer, claiming they could open a store in Minneapolis and "blow them away."[23]In 1988, the company introduced a new store concept dubbed "Concept I1".[18][21] Concept II replaced dimly
lit industrial-style stores with brighter and more fashionably fixtured stores.[18] Stores also began placing all stock on the sales floor rather than in a stock room, had fewer salespersons and provided more self-help product information for its customers.[21][22] Best Buy also did away with commissioned salespeople.[16][21] The commission-free sales
environment "created a more relaxed shopping environment free of the high-pressure sales tactics used in other stores," but was unpopular with salespersons and suppliers.[21] Upset that their products would no longer be pushed by salespeople, some suppliers such as Maytag, Whirlpool, and Sony stopped selling in Best Buy stores altogether.[16]
[17] The suppliers returned after Best Buy's sales and revenue grew following the roll-out of Concept I1.[20]In 1992, the company achieved $1 billion in annual revenues.[22] Its Midwest rival, Highland, would file for bankruptcy in the same year and close all locations by 1993.In 1994, Best Buy debuted "Concept III" stores in several new markets
including Los Angeles and Washington, D.C.[22][24] Concept III stores were larger than previous stores and included expanded product offerings, "Answer Center" touchscreen kiosks that displayed product information for both customers and employees, and demonstration areas for products such as surround sound stereo systems and video games.
[24][25]Best Buy launched its "Concept IV" stores with its expansion into New England in 1998.[22][26] Concept IV stores included an open layout with products organized by category, cash registers located throughout the store, and slightly smaller stores than Concept III stores.[27] The stores also had large areas for demonstrating home theater
systems and computer software.[22][28]In 1999, Best Buy was added to Standard & Poor's S&P 500.[22]Best Buy logo from August 1, 1989, until May 9, 2018, used in Canada until July 26, 2019Former Best Buy Store located in Shanghai, China, now closed and merged with Five StarIn 2000, Best Buy formed Redline Entertainment, an independent
music label and action-sports video distributor.[29] The company acquired Magnolia Hi-Fi, Inc., an audio-video retailer located in California, Washington, and Oregon, in December 2000.[22]In January 2001, Best Buy acquired Musicland Stores Corporation, a Minnetonka, Minnesota-based retailer that sold home-entertainment products under the Sam
Goody, Suncoast Motion Picture Company, Media Play, and OnCue brands. Best Buy purchased the company for $425 million in cash and the assumption of $271 million of Musicland debt.[22][30] Later that year, Best Buy acquired the British Columbia, Canada-based electronics-chain Future Shop Ltd., marking its entrance to the international
marketplace.[22][31] Under the deal, Future Shop was purchased for about US$377 million and continued to operate as subsidiary independent from Best Buy Canada.[32][33]Brad Anderson succeeded Richard Schulze as Best Buy CEO in July 2002.[34] Anderson had begun working at Best Buy in 1973 while attending seminary school.[34] He was
promoted to vice president in 1981 and executive vice president in 1986. Anderson had most recently served as president and COO of Best Buy, a position he had held since 1991.[34] In September of that year, Best Buy opened the first Canadian Best Buy-branded store in Mississauga, Ontario.[35] In October, Best Buy acquired Minneapolis-based
Geek Squad, then a 24-hour residential computer repair business with offices in Minneapolis, Chicago, Los Angeles, and San Francisco.[34]Best Buy stores in the U.S. surpassed the 600-store mark and the company opened its first global-sourcing office in Shanghai in 2003.[36][37] In June, Best Buy divested itself of Musicland in a deal with Sun
Capital Partners under which Sun Capital received all of Musicland's stock and debt.[38] Best Buy launched its "Reward Zone" loyalty program in July following an 8-month test of the program in San Diego, California.[39] Also in 2003, Best Buy's corporate offices were consolidated into a single campus in Richfield, Minnesota.In January 2004, Best
Buy hired Virtucom Group to revamp Best Buy's website and handle all of the company's online content.[40] In May, the company launched its "customer centricity" program, which segmented its stores according to customer profiles. The program also called for employees to focus on specific customer groups rather than product categories.[41] In
October, Best Buy completed rolling out Geek Squad "precincts" in every American Best Buy store.[42]In April 2005, Best Buy began eliminating mail-in rebates in response to negative customer reaction against them, and instead started giving out instant rebates via notebook computers.[43]In May 2006, Best Buy acquired a majority interest in
Chinese appliance retailer Jiangsu Five Star Appliance for $180 million. At the time of the deal, Jiangsu was the fourth-largest appliance chain in China with 193 stores across eight Chinese provinces.[44] In June, the company opened Geek Squad precincts at Office Depot in Orlando, Florida.[39] The market test was later expanded to Denver.[45]In
January 2007, the first Best Buy-branded store in China officially opened in Shanghai.[46] In March 2007, Best Buy acquired Speakeasy, a Seattle-based broadband VOIP, data, and IT services provider. The acquisition was worth $80 million, and under terms of the deal, Speakeasy began operating as a wholly owned subsidiary of Best Buy. The
company's products also became part of Best Buy's For Business program.[47] Best Buy also expanded its Geek Squad market tests in March, opening Geek Squad precincts in FedEx Kinkos stores located in Indianapolis and Charlotte, North Carolina.[48] In October 2007, Best Buy became the first consumer-electronics retailer to exit the analog
television market, carrying only digital products that became mandatory in June 2009 by the FCC.[49]In February 2008, Best Buy opened its first store in San Juan, Puerto Rico.[50] Best Buy's Geek Squad market tests in Office Depot and FedEx Kinkos stores ended by March.[51] Also in March, the company began promoting the Blu-ray optical-disc
format over the HD DVD format, a move which ultimately contributed to Toshiba's decision to drop HD DVD.[52] In May, the company agreed to buy 50% of the retail division of The Carphone Warehouse, a London, England-based mobile phone retailer.[53][54] The deal was worth $2.1 billion.[54]In July 2008, Best Buy announced that it would start
selling musical instruments and related gear in over 80 of its retail stores, making the company the second-largest musical-instrument distributor in the US.[55] Best Buy became the first third-party retail seller of Apple's iPhone in September.[56] Later that month, the company agreed to acquire Napster for $121 million.[57] In December, Best Buy
opened its first store in Mexico.[58]In February 2009, Best Buy leveraged its partnership with The Carphone Warehouse to launch Best Buy Mobile, a Best Buy-branded mobile retailer. Best Buy Mobile standalone stores were opened in shopping malls and urban downtowns. These Best Buy Mobile outlets were also added in all Best Buy-branded
stores.[59]In June 2009, Brian J. Dunn became Best Buy CEO. Dunn replaced Brad Anderson, who was retiring.[60] Dunn had joined Best Buy in 1985 as a sales associate. In 2000, Dunn became senior vice president of East Coast operations and president of North American retail operations in 2004. His most recent position was as president of Best
Buy since 2006.[61]In November 2009, Best Buy partnered with Roxio's CinemaNow to launch an on-demand streaming service which allowed streaming from any Internet device sold by Best Buy.[62]In December 2009, Best Buy opened its first Turkish store in zmir.[63]In April 2010, Best Buy opened its first United Kingdom-based Best Buy-branded



store in Thurrock.[64] The company eventually opened 11 Best Buy stores in the United Kingdom, all of which were closed in early 2012. In November 2011, Best Buy purchased The Carphone Warehouse's share of Best Buy Mobile for $1.3 billion. Best Buy and The Carphone Warehouse maintained their Best Buy Europe joint venture, which at the
time operated 2,500 mobile phone stores throughout Europe.[65]The company closed all of its Best Buy-branded stores in China by February 2011, when it merged Best Buy China's operations with Jiangsu Five Star, which had become a wholly owned subsidiary of Best Buy in 2009.[3][66] In December 2011, Best Buy purchased mindSHIFT
Technologies, a company that provided IT support for small and medium-sized businesses, for $167 million.[67]In 2012, in response to overall revenue decline, Best Buy announced plans to undergo a "transformation strategy". Stores began to adopt a redesigned "Connected Store" format, providing the Geek Squad with a centralized service desk and
implementing a "store-within-a-store" concept for Pacific Kitchen & Bath and Magnolia Design Center.[68]In April 2012, Brian Dunn resigned as Best Buy's CEO during an internal company investigation into allegations of personal misconduct stemming from an inappropriate relationship with a female Best Buy employee.[69] Best Buy named Director
George L. Mikan III interim CEO following Dunn's resignation.[69] The internal investigation was released in May 2012 and alleged that Best Buy founder and chairman Richard Schulze knew of Dunn's inappropriate relationship and failed to notify the Best Buy board.[69] Schulze subsequently resigned his chairmanship of the company.[69] Best Buy
Director Hatim Tyabji replaced Schulze as Best Buy chairman.[69]In September 2012, Hubert Joly replaced Mikan as Best Buy CEO.[70] Joly had previously served as CEO of Carlson, a hospitality conglomerate, since 2008.[70] He led initiatives such as price matching, speeding up delivery times for online purchases, establishing "store within a store"
sections for major brands such as Apple, Google, Microsoft, and Samsung, and giving more product training to employees.[71]In April 2013, Best Buy exited the European consumer electronics market when it sold its 50% stake in The Carphone Warehouse back to the UK-based mobile phone retailer.[72][73] The sale was worth around $775 million.
[72][73]An increasing trend towards online shopping began to erode revenues and profits in the 2010s. A 4% dip in sales for the June 30, 2014, quarter, marked the 10th quarter in a row where Best Buy's sales had declined. The company, in announcing the result, said it was focusing more on digital media in its marketing, moving away from
newspaper, magazine, and television advertising.[74]On March 28, 2015, Best Buy announced the shutdown of the Future Shop chain in Canada; 65 of its 131 former locations were converted into Best Buy locations, while the rest (primarily those in close proximity to an existing Best Buy) were closed permanently.[75]0On March 1, 2018, the company
announced that it would shut down its 250 standalone Best Buy Mobile stores in the United States by the end of May, due to low revenue and high costs. The Best Buy Mobile stores were reported to account for 1% of the company's revenue.[76]On May 9, 2018, the company unveiled a new logo for the first time in nearly three decades.[77]On July 2,
2018, Best Buy announced it was cutting the amount of store space devoted to selling physical music, citing the popularity of streaming services as having reduced sales.[78]0n April 15, 2019, Best Buy announced that in June 2019, its current CFO, Corie Barry, would replace Hubert Joly[6] who held the position of CEO since August 2012. Joly
subsequently became executive chairman of the company.[5][7]Despite an increase in sales of computer equipment due to an increase in remote work during the COVID-19 pandemic, Best Buy laid off over 5,000 employees in early 2021 and forced many others into part-time positions.[79]In August 2022, Best Buy said it would be laying off employees
across the country after warnings of weaker sales, and the company cut its forecast for the remainder of 2022.[80]On October 13, 2023, Best Buy announced that it would phase out the sale of home video on physical media in early 2024, citing changes in the market due to the prevalence of streaming video on demand services.[81][82]0On January 18,
2024, BCE Inc. announced an agreement with Best Buy's Canadian division, under which selected locations of its competing chain The Source (originally the Canadian franchises of RadioShack, which were later acquired by Circuit City and, in turn, Bell)which primarily operates in malls and smaller marketswould be rebranded as Best Buy Express.
The stores will receive inventory from Best Buy and integrate with its e-commerce operations, but will continue to otherwise be owned and operated by BCE under license, and exclusively offer wireless services from Bell Canada and its subsidiaries. The first location opened in Surrey, British Columbia in June 2024; 167 locations were converted to the
new branding, and the remaining stores were closed permanently.[83]In January 2025, Best Buy announced plans to relaunch its online marketplace for third-party sellers by summer 2025.[84] The retailer had previously operated a marketplace from 2011 to 2016.[85] This time, Best Buy is partnering with Mirakl, a marketplace software provider, to
build the platform.[86]Headquarters in Richfield, MinnesotaSee also: Best Buy EuropeThe former Best Buy Mobile located in the Brass Mill Center, Waterbury, ConnecticutBest Buy sells consumer electronics and a variety of related merchandise, including software, video games, music, mobile phones, digital cameras, car stereos, and video cameras,
in addition to home appliances (washing machines, dryers, and refrigerators), in a noncommissioned sales environment.[3] Under the Geek Squad brand, Best Buy offers computer repair, warranty service, and accidental service plans.[3] Best Buy provides an online community forum for members, where consumers can discuss product experiences,
ask questions, and get answers from other members or retail product experts.[87]The building exteriors of Best Buy-branded stores are typically light brown, with the entrance designed to look like a blue box emerging from the structure.[88] Corporate employees operated under a results only work environment from 2005 until March 2013, when the
management style was abandoned by Best Buy CEO Hubert Joly.[89][90]As of October 29, 2016, Best Buy operated 1,026 Best Buy, 331 Best Buy Mobile stand-alone stores, and 28 stand-alone Pacific Sales stores in the US.[3] Best Buy also operated: 135 Best Buy and 53 Best Buy Mobile stand-alone stores in Canada; and 18 Best Buy stores and 5
Best Buy Express stores in Mexico.[3] Best Buy exited the European market in April 2013, selling its stake in the business back to its partner Carphone Warehouse.[72][73]Magnolia Home Theater logoPacific Kitchen & Home logoBest Buy also produces products under eight house brands:[3]Dynex Discount electronic and computer equipment such as
Blu-ray players, data and power cables, HDTVs, office supplies, storage media, and webcamslInit Storage products such as media storage, equipment bags, totes, and furniture for home theatersInsignia Electronic equipment, small appliances, and accessories including adapters, cables, HDTVs, mini refrigerators, and tabletsMagnolia Design Center
(in select Best Buy stores) design and installation of custom home theater setupsMagnolia Home Theater (in select Best Buy stores) High-end home theater selections for both audio and visual equipment, including 4K, 3D, and large televisions, projectors, receivers, and speakersModal style-oriented mobile accessories, including Bluetooth speakers,
cables, and casesPacific Sales (in select Best Buy stores) High-end appliancesPlatinum Highest-quality in-house brand for the company, producing many products, such as cables, cell phone accessories, tablet accessories, and digital imaging equipmentRocketFish Cables primarily used with home-theater installation and setup, as well as on computer
and gaming accessoriesRocketFish Mobile Phone cases, gel skins, clips, and chargers for cell phones, GPS, and other exclusive high-end productsIn 2000, two Florida consumers brought a lawsuit against the company, alleging that it engaged in fraudulent business practices related to the sale of extended warranties (or, more accurately, service
plans). The suit claimed that store employees had misrepresented the manufacturer's warranty to sell its own Product Service/Replacement Plan and that Best Buy had "entered into a corporate-wide scheme to institute high-pressure sales techniques involving the extended warranties" and that the company used "artificial barriers to discourage
consumers who purchased the 'complete extended warranties' from making legitimate claims."[91] The company ultimately settled for $200,000, but admitted no wrongdoing.[92]In 2014, Best Buy settled for $4.55 million in a class-action lawsuit filed against them in April 2010 by consumers who claimed Best Buy was making unsolicited phone calls
in contravention of the Telephone Consumer Protection Act.[93]In the second quarter of 2007, Connecticut Attorney General Richard Blumenthal ordered an investigation into the company's use of an in-store website alleged to have misled customers on item sales prices.[94] In December 2007, the Los Angeles Times reported on the same issue, in
which some customers claimed they thought they were surfing the Internet version of bestbuy.com at an in-store kiosk only to learn that the site reflected in-store prices only. In response, company spokesperson Sue Busch indicated the in-store kiosks were not intended for price-match purposes and rather were a means to navigate in-store
availability. Since the initial investigation, a banner was placed on the in-store site to make its customers more aware of the difference.[95]0On April 26, 2008, the U.S. Federal Communications Commission (FCC) fined the company $280,000 for not alerting customers that the analog televisions it sold would not receive over-the-air stations after the
digital transition on June 12, 2009.[96] The company challenged this ruling in May 2008 by the FCC saying it was and is in compliance with current FCC regulations pertaining to the digital transition.[97]Best Buy was one of several companies named in a 2007 report by Greenpeace for purchasing raw materials or manufactured products derived
thereof from logging companies that in the opinion of Greenpeace, contribute to unethical deforestation of taiga in Canada.[98]Since that time, however, the company launched what it calls Greener Together to increase the energy efficiency of its products, and reduce consumer waste through more recyclable packaging and proper disposal of certain
electronic components such as rechargeable batteries and empty ink cartridges.[99]As a way to improve its image and past environmental issues, the company introduced a recycling program in 2009 that has since collected nearly half-a-billion pounds of consumer electronics and e-waste, and is available at all their stores for a nominal fee. These
items are then handed over to certified recyclers in the U.S. for proper recycling. The company's goal is to collect one billion pounds of recycling.[100]It also has been named to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency top-50 list of the largest green-power purchasers. In 2011, the company purchased nearly 119 million kilowatt-hours of green power
electricity generated from renewable resources, such as wind, solar, geothermal, biogas, biomass, and low-impact hydropower.[101]In their attempt to combat child pornography, the FBI hired several Best Buy employees from the Geek Squad division to covertly work for them flagging potential targets. In one incident, a customer brought in his
computer for troubleshooting, which a Best Buy employee flagged as containing images of child pornography and reported to the FBI. The customer was indicted for possession of child pornography, although the judge in the case later threw out nearly all the evidence against the defendant due to "false and misleading statements" made by an FBI
agent while trying to secure a search warrant for the customer's house, and the government ultimately dropped the case.[102]On October 20, 2023, CBC News released the results of a Marketplace investigation which found that Best Buy technicians had viewed private files, such as intimate photos, on customer devices. One technician was also
caught copying photos onto a USB flash drive.[103]In March 2024, following threats of shareholder-related action from conservative advocacy groups, Best Buy agreed to block donations by employee resource groups to eight LGBT organizations, over their support for access to gender affirming care for trans minors. This was met with criticism by a
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(originally the Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Company) is an American multinational conglomerate operating in the fields of industry, worker safety, and consumer goods.[5] Based in the Saint Paul suburb of Maplewood,[6] the company produces over 60,000 products,[7] including adhesives, abrasives, laminates, passive fire protection,
personal protective equipment, window films, paint protection film, electrical, electronic connecting, insulating materials, car-care products,[8] electronic circuits, and optical films.[9] Among its best-known consumer brands are Scotch Tape, Scotchgard surface protectants, Post-it notes, and Nexcare adhesive bandages. 3M's stock ticker symbol is
MMM and is listed on the New York Stock Exchange, Inc. (NYSE), the Chicago Stock Exchange, Inc., and the SIX Swiss Exchange.3M made $35.4 billion in total sales in 2021 and ranked number 102 in the Fortune 500 list of the largest United States corporations by total revenue.[10] As of 2021[update], the company had approximately 95,000
employees and operations in more than 70 countries.[11] There are a few international subsidiaries, such as 3M India, 3M Japan, and 3M Canada.[12]Five businessmen founded the Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Company as a mining venture in Two Harbors, Minnesota, making their first sale on June 13, 1902.[1] The goal was to mine
corundum, a crystalline form of aluminium oxide, which failed because the mine's mineral holdings were anorthosite, a feldspar which had no commercial value. Co-founder John Dwan solicited funds in exchange for stock and Edgar Ober and Lucius Ordway took over the company in 1905. The company moved to Duluth and began researching and
producing sandpaper products. William L. McKnight, later a key executive, joined the company in 1907, and A.G. Bush joined in 1909. 3M finally became financially stable in 1916 and was able to pay dividends.[definition needed][13]The company moved to Saint Paul in 1910, where it remained for 52 years before outgrowing the campus and moving
to its current headquarters at 3M Center in Maplewood, Minnesota, in 1962.[14]The John Dwan Office Building, where 3M was founded, now a museumThe 3M Administration Building, which served as headquarters from 1940 to 1962In 1947, 3M began producing perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), an industrial surfactant and chemical feedstock, by
electrochemical fluorination.[15] In 1951, DuPont purchased PFOA from then-Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Company for use in the manufacturing of teflon, a product that brought DuPont a billion-dollar-a-year profit by the 1990s.[16] DuPont referred to PFOA as C8.[17] The original formula for Scotchgard, a water repellent applied to
fabrics, was discovered accidentally in 1952 by 3M chemists Patsy Sherman and Samuel Smith. Sales began in 1956, and in 1973 the two chemists received a patent for the formula.[18][19]In the late 1950s, 3M produced the first asthma inhaler,[20] but the company did not enter the pharmaceutical industry until the mid-1960s with the acquisition of
Riker Laboratories, moving it from California to Minnesota.[21] 3M retained the Riker Laboratories name for the subsidiary until at least 1985.[22] In the mid-1990s, 3M Pharmaceuticals, as the division came to be called, produced the first CFC-free asthma inhaler in response to adoption of the Montreal Protocol by the United States.[23][24] In the
1980s and 1990s, the company spent fifteen years developing a topical cream delivery technology which led in 1997 to health authority approval and marketing of a symptomatic treatment for genital warts, Aldara.[25][26] 3M divested its pharmaceutical unit through three deals in 2006, netting more than US$2 billion.[27][28] At the time, 3M
Pharmaceuticals comprised about 20% of 3M's healthcare business and employed just over a thousand people.[27]By the 1970s, 3M developed a theatrical blood formula based on red colorfast microbeads suspended in a carrier liquid.[29] This stage blood was sold as Nextel Simulated Blood[29][30] and was used during the production of the 1978
film Dawn of the Dead.[31] It has since been discontinued.[30]In the late 1970s, 3M Mincom was involved in some of the first digital audio recordings to see commercial release when a prototype machine was brought to the Sound 80 studios in Minneapolis. In 1979 3M introduced a digital audio recording system called "3M Digital Audio Mastering
System".[32]3M launched "Press 'n Peel" a sticky bookmark page holder in stores in four cities in 1977, but the results were disappointing.[33][34] A year later 3M instead issued free samples of it as a sticky note directly to consumers in Boise, Idaho, with 95% of those who tried them indicating they would buy the product.[33] The product was sold
as "Post-Its" in 1979 when the rollout introduction began,[35] and was sold across the United States[35] from April 6, 1980.[36] The following year they were launched in Canada and Europe.[37]In 1980, the company acquired Comtal, a manufacturer of digital image processors.[38]In 1996, the company's data storage and imaging divisions were spun
off as Imation Corporation. In doing so 3M shed 20% of its sales, employees and product lines at a cost of only 5% of its profits and immediately looked much improved in the estimation of Wall Street analysts. These businesses, with annual sales of over $2 billion had generated handsome profits for 3M which funded R&D and development of many
new business lines but were largely in "sunset" industries: printing products, photographic film, and removeable storage media. Imation shortly sold its imaging and photographic film businesses largely to Kodak in order to concentrate on storage. Imation was purchased by a hedge fund in 2016 and ceased to exist as an independent business. What is
left is now called Glassbridge Enterprises, an American holding company.3M wordmark used from 1961 to 1978 On April 8, 2002, 3M's 100th anniversary, the company changed its legal name to "3M Company".[39][40] On September 8, 2008, 3M announced an agreement to acquire Meguiar's, a car-care products company that was family-owned for
over a century.[41] In August 2010, 3M acquired Cogent Systems for $943 million,[42] and on October 13, 2010, 3M completed acquisition of Arizant Inc.[43] In December 2011, 3M completed the acquisition of the Winterthur Technology Group, a bonded abrasives company.In 2011 by 3M created CloudLibrary as part of its library systems unit as a
competitor to OverDrive, Inc.; in 2015 3M sold the North American part of that unit to Bibliotheca Group GmbH, a company founded in 2011 that was funded by One Equity Partners Capital Advisors, a division of JP Morgan Chase.[44][45]As of 2012, 3M was one of the 30 companies included in the Dow Jones Industrial Average, added on August 9,
1976, and was 97 on the 2011 Fortune 500 list.[46] On January 3, 2012, it was announced that the Office and Consumer Products Division of Avery Dennison was being bought by 3M for $550 million.[47] The transaction was canceled by 3M in September 2012 amid antitrust concerns.[48]In May 2013, 3M sold Scientific Anglers and Ross Reels to
Orvis. Ross Reels had been acquired by 3M in 2010.[49]In March 2017, 3M purchased Johnson Controls International Plc's safety gear business, Scott Safety, for $2 billion.[50]In 2017, 3M had net sales for the year of $31.657 billion, up from $30.109 billion the year before.[51] In 2018, it was reported that the company would pay $850 million to end
the Minnesota water pollution case concerning perfluorochemicals.[52]0On May 25, 2018, Michael F. Roman was appointed CEO by the board of directors.[53] On December 19, 2018, 3M announced it had entered into a definitive agreement to acquire the technology business of M*Modal, for a total enterprise value of $1.0 billion.[54]In October 2019,
3M purchased Acelity and its KCI subsidiaries for $6.7 billion, including assumption of debt and other adjustments.[55]0n May 1, 2020, 3M divested substantially all of its drug delivery business to an affiliate of Altaris Capital Partners, LLC. for approximately $650 million, including a 17% interest in the new operating company, Kindeva Drug
Delivery.[56]In December 2021, 3M announced that it would merge its food-safety business with food testing and animal healthcare products maker Neogen.[57] The deal, with an enterprise value of about $5.3 billion,[57] closed in September 2022.[58]In July 2022, the company announced it would spin off its healthcare assets to form a new,
independent firm, likely completing the transaction in 2023.[59] 3M will retain an ownership stake of 19.9% in the new, publicly traded health care company and gradually divest the holdings.[59][60] The company will be known as Solventum Corporation.[61]In December 2022, the company announced plans to stop producing and using so-called
forever chemicals (per and polyfluoroalkyl[62]), which have been commonly used in items such as food packaging, cellphones, nonstick pans, firefighting foams, and clothing. These chemicals are well known for their water-resistant and nonstick properties, but they are also dangerous pollutants that are linked to serious health problems, including
ulcerative colitis and cancer.[63][64] The move comes as governments in the Netherlands and the United States consider actions against 3M.[65][66]In March 2024, 3M announced the appointment of William "Bill" Brown as chief executive officer to take effect on May 1, 2024. Michael Roman would remain in the role of executive chairman. Brown,
61, is the former chairman of the board and chief executive officer of L3Harris Technologies.[67]As of 2019, 3M produces approximately 60,000 products,[68] and has four business groups focused on safety and industrial, transportation and electronics, health care, and consumer products.[69] 3M obtained its first patent in 1924 and acquires
approximately 3,000 new patents annually. The company surpassed the 100,000-patent threshold in 2014.[70]The Target Light System, built by 3M at Target headquarters in Minneapolis[71]3M's Pollution Prevention Pays (3P) program was established in 1975. The program initially focused on pollution reduction at the plant level and was expanded
to promote recycling and reduce waste across all divisions in 1989. By the early 1990s, approximately 2,500 3P projects decreased the company's total global pollutant generation by 50 percent and saved 3M $500600 million by eliminating the production of waste requiring subsequent treatment.[72][73]In 1983, the Oakdale Dump in Oakdale,
Minnesota, was listed as an EPA Superfund site after significant groundwater and soil contamination by VOCs and heavy metals was uncovered.[74] The Oakdale Dump was a 3M dumping site utilized through the 1940s and 1950s.During the 1990s and 2000s, 3M reduced releases of toxic pollutants by 99 percent and greenhouse gas emissions by 72
percent. As of 2012, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) had awarded 3M with the Energy Star Award each year that it has been presented.[75]In 1999, the EPA began investigating perfluorinated chemicals after receiving data on the global distribution and toxicity of perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS).[76] These materials are
part of a broad group of perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances often referred to as PFAS, each of which has different chemical properties.[77] 3M, the former primary producer of PFOS from the U.S., announced the phase-out of PFOS, perfluorooctanoic acid, and PFOS-related product production in May 2000.[78][79] Perfluorinated
compounds produced by 3M have been used in non-stick cookware, stain-resistant fabrics, and other products.The Cottage Grove facility manufactured PFAS from the 1940s to 2002.[80] In response to PFAS contamination of the Mississippi River and surrounding area, 3M stated the area will be "cleaned through a combination of groundwater pump-
out wells and soil sediment excavation". The restoration plan was based on an analysis of the company property and surrounding lands.[81] The on-site water treatment facility that handled the plant's post-production water was not capable of removing PFAS, which were released into the nearby Mississippi River.[80] The clean-up cost estimate, which
included a granular activated carbon system to remove PFAS from the ground water was $50 to $56 million,[82] funded from a $147 million environmental reserve set aside in 2006.[83]In 2008, 3M created the Renewable Energy Division within 3M's Industrial and Transportation Business to focus on Energy Generation and Energy Management.[84]
[85]In late 2010, the state of Minnesota sued 3M for $5 billion in punitive damages, claiming they released PFCsclassified a toxic chemical by the EPAinto local waterways.[86] A settlement for $850 million was reached in February 2018.[87]1[79][88] In 2019, 3M, along with the Chemours Company and DuPont, appeared before lawmakers to deny
responsibility, with company Senior VP of Corporate Affairs Denise Rutherford arguing that the chemicals pose no human health threats at current levels and that there were no victims.[89]In 2021, research had determined that 3M's Zwijndrecht (Belgium) factory caused PFOS pollution that may be contaminating agricultural products within a 15
kilometer radius of the plant which includes Antwerp.[90][91] The Flemish Government has paid 63 million euros for cleanup costs so far with 3M contributing 75,000 euros.[92] The Flemish Government issued measures advising against the consumption of, for example, home-grown eggs within a radius of 5 kilometers.[93]In 2023, 3M reached an
agreement to pay a $10.3bn settlement with numerous US public water systems to resolve thousands of lawsuits over PFAS contamination.[94]3M reported Total CO2e emissions (Direct + Indirect) for the twelve months ending December 31, 2020, at 5,280 Kt (-550 /-9.4% y-0-y)[95] and plans to reduce emissions 50% by 2030 from a 2019 base year.
[96] The company also aims to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050.[97]3M's annual Total CO2e Emissions Location-Based Scope 1 + Scope 2 (in kilotonnes)Dec 2014Dec 2015Dec 2016Dec 2017Dec 2018Dec 2019Dec 20206,630[98]5,630[99]5,980[100]5,840[101]6,650[102]5,830[103]15,280[95]The Combat Arms Earplugs, Version 2 (CAEv2), was
developed by Aearo Technologies for U.S. military and civilian use. The CAEv2 was a double ended earplug that 3M claimed would offer users different levels of protection.[104] Between 2003 and 2015, these earplugs were standard issue to members of the U.S. military.[105] 3M acquired Aearo Technologies in 2008.[106]In May 2016, Moldex-
Metric, Inc., a 3M competitor, filed a whistleblower complaint against 3M under the False Claims Act. Moldex-Metric claimed that 3M made false claims to the U.S. government about the safety of its earplugs and that it knew the earplugs had an inherently defective design.[107] In 2018, 3M agreed to pay $9.1 million to the U.S. government to
resolve the allegations, without admitting liability.[108]Since 2018, more than 140,000 former users of the earplugs (primarily U.S. military veterans) have filed suit against 3M claiming they suffer from hearing loss, tinnitus, and other damage as a consequence of the defective design.[109]Internal emails showed that 3M officials boasted about
charging $7.63 per piece for the earplugs which cost 85 cents to produce. The company's official response indicated that the cost to the government includes R&D costs.[110]3M settled close to 260,000 lawsuits in August 2023 by agreeing to pay $6 billion to current and former U.S. military members who were affected.[111]The N95 respirator mask
was developed by 3M and approved in 1972.[112] Due to its ability to filter viral particulates, its use was recommended during the COVID-19 pandemic but supply soon became short.[112] Much of the company's supply had already been sold prior to the outbreak.[113]The shortages led to the U.S. government asking 3M to stop exporting US-made
N95 respirator masks to Canada and to Latin American countries,[114] and President Donald Trump invoked the Defense Production Act to require 3M to prioritize orders from the federal government.[115] The dispute was resolved when 3M agreed to import more respirators, mostly from its factories in China.[115]3M later struck a CA$70M deal
with the federal government of Canada and the Ontario provincial government to produce N95 masks at their plant in Brockville, Ontario.[116]Former 3M facility in St. Paul, Minnesota3M's general offices, corporate research laboratories, and some division laboratories in the U.S. are in St. Paul, Minnesota. In the United States, 3M operates 80
manufacturing facilities in 29 states, and 125 manufacturing and converting facilities in 37 countries outside the U.S. (in 2017).[117]During March 2016, 3M completed a 400,000-square-foot (37,000m2) research-and-development building on its Maplewood campus that cost $150 million. Seven hundred scientists from various divisions occupy the
building. They were previously scattered across the campus. 3M hopes concentrating its research and development in this manner will improve collaboration. 3M received $9.6 million in local tax increment financing and relief from state sales taxes in order to assist with development of the building.[118]Selected factory detail information:Cynthiana,
Kentucky, U.S. factory producing Post-it Notes (672 SKU) and Scotch Tape (147 SKU). It has 539 employees and was established in 1969.[119]Newton Aycliffe, County Durham, UK factory producing respirators for workers safety using laser technology. It has 370 employees.In Minnesota, 3M's Hutchinson facility produces products for more than half
of the company's 23 divisions, as of 2019.[120] The "super hub" has manufactured adhesive bandages for Nexcare, furnace filters, and Scotch Tape, among other products.[121][122] The Cottage Grove plant is one of three operated by 3M for the production of pad conditioners, as of 2011.[123]3M has operated a manufacturing plant in Columbia,
Missouri since 1970. The plant has been used for the production of products including electronic components[124][125] solar and touchscreen films, and stethoscopes. The facility received a $20 million expansion in 2012 and has approximately 400 employees.[126][127]3M opened the Brookings, South Dakota plant in 1971,[128] and announced a
$70 million expansion in 2014.[129] The facility manufactures more than 1,700 health care products and employs 1,100 people, as of 2018, making the plant 3M's largest focused on health care.[130] Mask production at the site increased during the 2009 swine flu pandemic, 20022004 SARS outbreak, 2018 California wildfires, 201920 Australian
bushfire season, and COVID-19 pandemic.[131]3M's Springfield, Missouri plant opened in 1967 and makes industrial adhesives and tapes for aerospace manufacturers. In 2017, 3M had approximately 330 employees in the metropolitan area, and announced a $40 million expansion project to upgrade the facility and redevelop another building.[132]In
Iowa, the Ames plant makes sandpaper products and received funding from the Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) for expansions in 2013 and 2018.[133][134] The Knoxville plant is among 3M's largest and produces approximately 12,000 different products, including adhesives and tapes.[135]3M's Southeast Asian operations are based in
Singapore, where the company has invested $1 billion over 50 years. 3M has a facility in Tuas, a manufacturing plant and Smart Urban Solutions lab in Woodlands, and a customer technical center in Yishun.[136] 3M expanded a factory in Woodlands in 2011,[123] announced a major expansion of the Tuas plant in 2016,[136] and opened new
headquarters in Singapore featuring a Customer Technical Centre in 2018.[137]The company has operated in China since 1984,[138] and was Shanghai's first Wholly Foreign-Owned Enterprise.[139] 3M's seventh plant, and the first dedicated to health care product production, opened in Shanghai in 2007.[140] By October 2007, the company had
opened an eighth manufacturing plant and technology center in Guangzhou.[138][141] 3M broke ground on its ninth manufacturing facility, for the production of photovoltaics and other renewable energy products, in Hefei in 2011.[142] 3M announced plans to construct a technology innovation center in Chengdu in 2015,[143] and opened a fifth
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