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The	structure	of	a	successful	business	talk	might	also	be	influenced	by	cultural	conventions.	For	example,	if	your	audience	includes	lots	of	people	from	a	so-called	uncertainty-avoidance	culture,	they	wont	like	risks	or	ambiguity,	but	they	do	value	expert	opinion	and	details.	Back-up	data	or	analyses	from	specialists	will	make	a	good	impression	on
them.	They	like	to	work	towards	a	decision	rather	than	proceed	from	an	assumption.Some	cultures	allow	for	more	flexibility	and	spontaneity	than	others	with	a	punctual	and	rigid	approach.	Please	adjust	your	time	schedule	accordingly	if	you	want	to	be	successful	in	international	business	communication.Preferences	for	visual	aids,	graphics,	and	color
schemes	may	vary	from	culture	to	culture,	too.	You	will	probably	be	working	within	the	framework	provided	by	corporate	identity	and	design.	However,	if	you	can	make	adjustments	to	create	a	better	visual	experience	which	takes	your	audiences	taste	into	account,	feel	free	to	do	so.The	SpeakerJust	like	different	words	mean	the	same	thing	in	different
languages,	body	language	is	by	no	means	universal.	This	doesnt	make	international	business	communication	any	easier.For	instance,	a	nod	signifies	yes	in	many	countries,	but	no	in	parts	of	Bulgaria	and	Greece.	In	some	cultures,	it	would	be	extremely	rude	to	point	at	a	person	directly	with	one	finger.	Even	beyond	such	single	gestures,	the	concepts	of
eye-contact	and	personal	space	differ	greatly.Some	audiences	value	formality	and	credentials	more	than	others.	Pay	attention	to	how	you	dress	yourself,	how	you	greet	your	audience,	and	how	you	make	the	introductions	if	you	want	to	come	across	as	professional.Displays	of	emotion	can	backfire	in	some	cultural	contexts.	In	many	Asian	countries,
showing	your	emotions	openly	is	an	impolite	no-go,	and	there	are	even	more	cultures	where	restraint	and	understatement	are	held	in	high	esteem,	e.g.	in	large	parts	of	Scandinavia.	Always	take	this	into	consideration	with	regard	to	international	business	communications.The	AudienceAs	an	international	business	communication	pro,	you	should	never
forget	that	your	audiences	general	reaction	to	your	presentation	can	be	influenced	by	their	cultural	habits	and	assumptions.First	of	all,	people	from	various	cultures	might	have	different	expectations	about	the	desired	outcome	of	a	business	meeting.Is	it	an	opportunity	to	reach	a	consensus?Will	there	be	an	argument	about	the	pros	and	cons	of	a
proposal	before	reaching	a	decision?Is	it	simply	a	way	of	establishing	relationships	and	creating	good	will?All	these	unspoken	expectations	(and	many	more)	are	possible.Moreover,	there	are	quite	a	few	ways	of	showing	attention	and	interest.	For	example,	some	Japanese	people	may	listen	attentively	while	putting	their	heads	upon	their	arms	and
closing	their	eyes.	What	is	an	acceptable	manner	of	expressing	concentration	in	Japan	is	interpreted	as	taking	a	nap	or	drifting	off	in	other	contexts.ParticipationLast	but	certainly	not	least,	audience	participation	and	debate	culture	vary	widely	in	international	business	communication.	In	some	countries,	the	members	of	the	audience	will	quickly
become	embarrassed	or	insecure	if	you	single	them	out	for	involvement	or	directly	ask	them	for	their	opinion.Others,	though,	will	appreciate	every	opportunity	to	express	their	point	of	view	as	bluntly	and	straightforwardly	as	possible,	as	this	is	seen	as	normal	feedback	in	their	business	context.	This	doesnt	automatically	mean	that	they	are	trying	to
tear	you	down.	However,	if	you	are	not	versed	in	international	business	communication,	such	incidents	are	likely	to	baffle	you.	You	might	be	inclined	to	think	that	someone	is	trying	to	insult	you	personally.If	you	dont	neglect	your	cross-cultural	training,	though,	you	will	be	well	prepared	for	all	aspects	of	international	business	communication.	You	will
thus	improve	your	presentation	or	even	your	management	skills.	The	education	system	in	Japan	is	one	of	the	best	in	the	world.	When	comparing	educational	quality	across	the	globe,	the	island	country	consistently	ranks	in	the	Top	5,	often	claiming	the	first	or	second	spot.	This	feat	is	thanks	in	large	part	to	the	school	systems	emphasis	on	developing
its	pupils	as	whole	people,	rather	than	being	able	to	simply	recite	facts	and	figures.Expats	may	be	surprised	to	find	that	schools,	like	jobs,	often	play	a	more	central	role	in	Japanese	society	than	is	found	throughout	other	parts	of	the	world.	However,	while	this	does	create	an	innovative	and	high	advanced	population,	there	is	also	a	downside.	In
addition	to	having	one	of	the	best	education	systems	in	the	world,	Japan	also	holds	the	sad	title	for	one	of	the	highest	suicide	rates	among	students	14-19,	due	in	large	part	to	academic	success	pressures.Education	Facts	in	JapanThe	Japanese	school	system	has	a	heavy	emphasis	on	teaching	its	pupils	good	morals	and	ethics.	In	fact,	morals	and	ethics
are	actually	taught	as	a	course	subject	with	a	textbook	and	specific	class	time.Students	do	not	take	any	exams	until	they	are	ten	years	old	(Grade	5).	Instead,	from	Grade	15	they	just	have	small	tests.In	order	to	understand	and	respect	the	Japanese	culture,	students	take	formal	courses	on	Shodo	(Japanese	calligraphy)	and	haiku	during	their
schooling.Public	schools	do	not	employ	janitors	or	custodians.	Instead,	students	are	broken	up	into	small	teams	and	tasked	with	cleaning	the	schoolincluding	the	kitchens	and	bathrooms.It	is	most	common	for	students	to	have	lunch	in	their	classroom	with	their	teacher.	This	is	meant	to	build	a	strong	rapport	between	the	students	and	teacher.What	is
the	Education	System	Like	in	Japan?Compulsory	schooling	in	Japan	lasts	for	nine	years	from	when	the	child	is	six	years	old	until	they	are	about	15.	This	covers	Grades	19	or,	in	westernized	terms,	elementary	and	middle	school.	High	school/upper	secondary	school	is	not	compulsory	in	Japan,	but	nearly	99%	of	students	attend.The	most	common
subjects	for	students	to	study	are:Japanese	language;mathematics;science;social	studies;music;crafts;physical	education;home	economics	(such	as	sewing	and	cooking).In	addition	to	traditional	Japanese,	students	also	learn	how	to	write	in	kana,	which	are	the	phonetic	characters	derived	from	kanji.A	strong	emphasis	is	made	throughout	Japanese
schooling	to	create	whole	people.	This	is	done	by	special	emphasis	on	students	learning	to	respect	nature,	animals,	and	people.	They	are	also	taught	how	to	be	compassionate,	generous,	and	empathetic,	as	well	as	qualities	like	self-control	and	justice.What	are	the	School	Systems	like	in	Japan?Education	is	broken	up	into	three	main	schooling
systems:Elementary	school:	Grade	16Middle	school/lower	secondary	school:	Grade	79High	school/upper	secondary	school:	Grade	1012When	students	enter	lower	and	upper	secondary	schools,	their	grade	level	starts	back	at	one.	For	example,	you	may	hear	a	12-year-old	student	referred	to	as	being	in	Grade	1	of	middle	school	or	a	15-year-old	being	in
Grade	1	of	high	school.The	school	system	between	public	and	private	institutions	is	largely	the	same.	As	it	is	in	many	countries,	one	of	the	main	differences	between	public	and	private	schools	is	cost:	public	schools	require	a	few	fees,	while	private	schools	are	nearly	five	times	more	expensive.	With	public	schools,	tuition	is	free,	but	parents	will	need	to
buy	materials	such	as	uniforms,	backpacks,	and	specified	writing	utensils.	Private	schools,	on	the	other	hand,	cost	an	average	2,000,000	JPY	(18,000	USD)	per	student	just	for	tuition	alone.	Public	school	classes	are	also	taught	in	Japanese,	while	students	attending	private	schools	have	the	option	of	taking	courses	in	English.What	is	the	School	Year	in
Japan?The	school	year	in	Japan	is	year-round.	It	starts	at	the	beginning	of	April	and	goes	until	late	March.	Students	start	school	at	age	six.	The	school	week	spans	from	Monday	to	Friday,	but	many	schools	also	offer	optional	classes	on	Saturdays.	Because	the	pressure	to	achieve	academically	is	so	important	in	Japan,	many	Japanese	students	attend
Saturday	classes,	which	gives	the	impression	that	the	school	week	is	six	days	long.Schools	will	consist	of	two	or	three	terms.	They	are	separated	by	short	breaks	in	spring	and	winter,	and	a	longer	break	in	the	summer.What	are	the	School	Hours	in	Japan?School	hours	are	generally	from	about	8:00/8:30	until	15:00/16:00	depending	on	the	school	and
students	age.	However,	Japanese	schools	offer	many	extracurricular	classes,	clubs,	and	workshops	outside	of	these	standard	hours.	Therefore,	it	is	common	to	see	children	returning	home	from	school	in	the	evening.In	some	prefectures,	especially	in	rural	areas,	the	official	start	of	school	starts	before	8:00	with	a	group	walk	to	class.	Children	are	given
specific	times	in	which	their	teacher-led	group	will	walk	by	their	home	and	pick	them	up	(times	such	as	7:39	or	7:51).	Times	are	allocated	based	on	where	the	students	live	in	relation	to	the	school.School	Ages	in	JapanCompulsory	schooling	begins	in	elementary	school.	However,	many	students	enroll	in	nursery/kindergarten/preschool
beforehand.Ychien	()Nursery	school36	years	oldShgakk	()Elementary	school6-12	years	oldChgakk	()	Middle	school12-15	years	oldKk	()High	school15-18	years	oldDaigaku	()	University18+	years	oldSenmongakk	(	)Vocational	school18+	years	oldThe	Grading	Scale	in	JapanGrading	systems	in	Japan	may	vary	slightly	from	school	to	school,	but	on
average	this	is	the	grading	scale	your	student	should	see:A+90-100sh	()/outstandingA80-89y	()/superiorB70ry	()/goodC60-69ka	()/fairD50-59nin	()/approvedF0-59fuka	()/bad	or	failBe	advised	that	receiving	an	A+	is	rare.ExamsOne	infamous	aspect	of	Japanese	schooling	is	its	exams	and	the	extreme	importance	placed	upon	them.	For	some,	the	pressure
of	these	exams	can	start	before	they	turn	one	year	old	with	an	entrance	exam	for	daycares	and	kindergartens	(read	more	in	the	section	below).However,	it	is	the	exams	to	get	into	secondary	schools	and	universities	that	are	the	most	strenuous.	Students	throughout	the	country	even	call	these	tests	shiken	jigoku	(),	which	translates	to	exam	hell.	Many
Japanese	students	enroll	in	afterschool	workshops	to	help	them	study	for	these	exams	and	it	is	not	uncommon	to	see	young	children	walking	home	late	at	night	after	finishing	one	of	these	courses.	Parents	also	enroll	students	in	special	cram	schools	just	to	prepare	for	these	exams.	Students	begin	studying	for	these	exams	anywhere	from	one	to	two
years	in	advance.The	outcome	of	these	exams	not	only	determine	a	students	academic	career	but	can	also	heavily	influence	their	job	prospects.	Unfortunately,	the	pass	rate	for	these	exams	is	just	5070%.	Students	may	retake	the	exam,	but	only	in	the	following	year.	However,	for	many	students,	not	passing	the	exam	means	they	are	unable	to	attend
the	university	of	their	choice,	which	can	be	devastating	in	such	an	academically	minded	culture.The	pressure	to	excel	in	these	exams,	combined	with	their	difficulty,	has	sadly	led	to	Japans	shockingly	high	suicide	rate	among	students	1419.	Japan	has	taken	strides	in	recent	years	to	curb	this	trend.	While	the	number	of	suicides	has	decreased	slightly,
partially	due	to	the	foreign	presence	in	the	market	and	less	of	a	need	to	score	so	highly	on	the	exams,	it	is	still	a	tragic	factor	of	the	countrys	education	system.The	concepts	of	daycare,	preschool,	and	kindergarten	are	largely	western-based,	but	recent	years	have	seen	a	rise	in	their	popularity	in	Japan.	Neither	preschool,	nor	kindergarten	is
mandatory,	but	over	85%	of	students	enroll	in	at	least	two	years	of	kindergarten	before	compulsory	primary	schooling	begins.How	do	Daycare,	Preschool,	and	Kindergarten	Work	in	Japan?To	begin	understanding	how	daycare,	preschool,	and	kindergarten	work	in	Japan,	it	is	important	to	know	the	different	terms	and	their	English	equivalent.Yochien
()nursery,	preschool,	kindergartenHoiku	()daycareHoikujo	()nursery/daycare	schoolNinka()authorized	daycare	facilityMu	ninka	()/ninka	gai	()unauthorized	daycare	facilityNinshou	()government-certified	daycaresIt	is	essential	to	bear	in	mind	when	sifting	through	childcare	options	in	Japan	that	the	English	terms	daycare	and	nursery	are
interchangeable,	as	are	kindergarten	and	preschool.There	is	no	such	thing	as	junior	or	senior	kindergarten.	Instead,	there	is	just	the	Japanese	equivalent	of	preschool	and	kindergarten.	Parents	can	enroll	their	children	in	whichever	they	see	fit.	The	educational	approach	of	daycare	focuses	on	play	and	socializing	children	with	each	other.
Yochien/kindergartens	focus	more	on	developing	a	childs	motor	skills,	mental	reasoning,	social	and	emotional	development,	as	well	as	friendship	and	responsibility.It	is	also	worth	noting	that	a	downside	to	daycares	in	Japan	is	that	hours	may	be	limited	to	just	four	hours	a	day,	and	children	are	not	permitted	in	if	they	are	sick.	However,	kindergartens
and	preschools	can	have	extended	hours	almost	until	19:00	and	they	will	allow	sick	kids.What	Age	Do	Kids	Start	Kindergarten	or	Nursery?Children	can	enroll	in	hoiku/daycare	before	they	turn	one	year	old.	They	can	stay	in	daycare	until	they	are	five.	The	word	hoiku	can	also	be	used	to	refer	to	a	kindergarten.	Children	can	enroll	in	a	hoiku	at	three
years	of	age.Things	to	KnowA	very	traditional	society,	Japan	has	seen	a	recent	shortage	of	daycare	facilities	ever	since	there	has	been	a	spike	in	working	mothers.	Therefore,	competition	to	get	into	daycare	is	stiff.	It	involves	an	entrance	exam	(identifying	shapes	and	colors)	as	well	as	a	points-based	system	to	identify	those	with	the	greatest	need.
Points	differ	from	school	to	school,	but	here	is	a	look	at	an	example	of	need-based	daycare	points:A	parent	applying	for	daycare	while	on	maternity	leave:	+10	pointsA	parent	working	7+	hours	a	day	for	16+	days	per	month:	+40	pointsA	parent	working	7+	hours	a	day	for	20+	days	per	month:	+50	pointsLiving	with	grandparents	(whether	they	are
employed	or	unemployed):	-6	pointsNot	a	resident	of	the	ward	in	which	you	are	applying:	-10	pointsDaycare	and	Kindergarten	FeesThe	school	cost	for	daycares	and	kindergartens	in	Japan	will	fluctuate	depending	on	where	you	live.	On	average,	public	daycare	is	about	10,000	JPY	(90	USD)	per	month,	while	a	private	daycare	is	between	4060,000	JPY
(370550	USD).	Kindergartens	and	preschools	range	anywhere	from	2080,000	JPY	(180730	USD).	Your	income	will	also	be	considered	when	calculating	your	childs	tuition.Your	chosen	institution	will	also	give	you	a	list	of	items	you	must	purchase	for	your	children	such	as	uniforms,	specific	types	of	bags/backpacks,	bento	boxes,	etc.If	you	are	moving	to
Japan	with	children,	you	will	want	to	know	how	to	find	the	best	primary	and	secondary	schools	for	your	students.	However,	in	Japan,	the	prefecture	and	ward	in	which	you	live	largely	determine	the	school	your	student	can	attend.	If	you	intend	to	enroll	your	child	in	a	Japanese	public	school,	it	is	a	good	idea	to	research	the	schools	associated	with
specific	wards	before	officially	settling-in.	However,	keep	in	mind	that	academic	standards	throughout	the	country	are	extremely	high,	and	children	should	do	well	no	matter	which	school	they	attend.One	thing	you	should	be	aware	of	is	that	it	is	cultural	for	a	school	community	to	accept	you	as	family.	Be	prepared	to	be	asked	to	serve	on	a	committee
at	some	point.	You	will	also	have	regular	contact	with	your	childs	teacher.	Most	teachers	send	students	home	with	a	communication	notebook,	which	serves	as	a	tool	for	parents	and	teachers	to	communicate.	Home	visits	by	teachers	to	talk	about	a	students	progress	are	also	not	unheard	of.Do	not	be	diss	by	the	state	of	Japanese	school	buildings.
While	the	learning	inside	is	of	extremely	high	caliber,	Japan	is	often	criticized	for	its	less	than	glamorous,	almost	derelict,	looking	buildings.	The	outsides	will	be	stark	and	bare,	and	having	a	nice	yard	is	rare.	The	insides	will	look	worn	and	used.	This	is	partially	due	to	the	Japanese	school	policy	of	not	hiring	cleaning	staff	and	instead	relying	on
students	for	the	upkeep	of	the	property.Some	Top	Primary	and	Secondary	Schools	in	JapanTokyo	Metropolitan	Kokusai	High	SchoolTokyo	Metropolitan	Asuka	High	SchoolNanzan	Elementary	SchoolNobeyama	Elementary	SchoolClass	StructureClass	sizes	in	Japan	are	large.	The	average	is	about	38	students	per	class.	Each	class	will	have	an	assigned
homeroom	teacher.	They	will	receive	instruction	in	their	various	subjects	by	different	teachers,	although	it	will	be	the	teachers	who	move	from	classroom	to	classroom	instead	of	the	students.	Instruction	is	typically	in	the	form	of	lectures.	Informational	technology	is	gaining	in	popularity	in	Japanese	classrooms,	so	do	not	be	surprised	if	your	school
requires	its	students	to	have	a	laptop	or	tablet.If	your	child	goes	to	public	school	in	Japan,	they	will	receive	instruction	in	Japanese.	However,	in	recent	years	the	Japanese	government	has	mandated	that	English	be	introduced	at	the	primary	school	level	so	that	pupils	can	start	to	retain	the	language	more	easily.Primary	School	(Elementary	School)In
primary	school,	students	start	learning	basic	core	subjects	such	as	mathematics,	social	studies,	homemaking,	and	science.	They	will	also	learn	haiku	and	Shodo	(Japanese	calligraphy)	as	a	means	to	appreciate	Japanese	culture.	In	addition,	a	strong	emphasis	is	placed	on	morality	and	community	building,	so	much	so	that	formal	courses	are	given	on
the	subject.	Most	elementary	school	students	participate	in	after	school	clubs	or	Saturday	activities.Secondary	School	(High	School)Secondary	schooling	is	split	into	lower	and	upper	secondary	school.	Lower	secondary	school	covers	Grades	79;	upper	secondary	school	covers	Grades	1012.	When	a	student	starts	lower	or	secondary	school,	they	are
considered	starting	at	Grade	1.	For	example,	a	student	entering	a	lower	secondary	school	at	Grade	7	is	actually	called	a	Grade	1	lower	secondary/junior	high	school	student.	Likewise,	a	student	in	Grade	11	is	called	a	Grade	2	upper	secondary/senior	high	school	student.Upper	secondary	school	is	voluntary	although	nearly	99%	of	the	student
population	attends.	Students	will	study	the	same	subjects	that	they	did	in	primary	school.	Teachings	will	grow	more	intense	with	each	grade	level.	Only	foreign	language	courses	may	remain	slightly	less	intense,	although	the	Japanese	government	is	gradually	introducing	a	more	intense	study	of	English.In	secondary	school,	students	will	also	begin
more	intense	studies	for	their	exit	exams.	It	is	not	unheard	of	for	students	to	study	for	these	exams	for	multiple	years	leading	up	to	the	tests.School	CostTuition	for	public	primary	and	secondary	schools	is	free,	even	for	foreign	students.	However,	you	will	be	required	to	cover	some	costs	for	lunches,	school	materials,	uniforms,	and	contributions	to	the
PTA.	Your	school	should	provide	a	detailed	list	of	everything	that	your	student	needs.	On	the	whole,	students	carry	identical	materials	and	dress	exactly	the	same.	This	goes	along	with	Japans	communal	mindset	as	it	is	believed	that	if	students	have	the	same	materials	and	wear	the	same	outfits	then	there	is	less	of	a	chance	of	class	or	status
division.School	items	you	will	be	required	to	buy	include	backpacks,	school	hat	(boushi__/),	inside	shoes,	sports	uniform,	tote	bag,	etc.	All	of	these	extra	costs	should	run	about	4,0006,000	JPY	(3555	USD)	per	year.Requirements	to	EnrollForeign	students	in	Japan	have	the	same	rights	as	native	students.	To	enroll	your	student,	you	will	need	to	register
your	address	with	your	local	municipal	office.	Once	you	have	done	this,	you	will	be	assigned	a	specific	school	in	your	municipality.	The	requirements	your	child	must	meet	are:appropriate	age	for	the	school	year	to	which	they	are	enrolling;enrollment	application	form;transcripts	from	previous	school;residence	card.Although	easily	the	most	expensive
schooling	option	in	Japan,	some	expat	parents	may	want	to	look	into	the	best	international	schools	for	their	children	so	that	they	receive	a	more	global	education	or	do	not	fall	behind	the	standards	of	their	home	country.Native	Japanese	families	are	also	turning	to	international	education	more	and	more	as	the	global	education	opens	kids	future
abilities	to	study	and	work	abroad.	International	schools	also	do	not	come	with	the	same	academic	pressure	or	exam	hell	that	is	seen	in	the	traditional	Japanese	education	system.Schools	in	Japan	for	International	StudentsGiven	Japans	ever-increasing	foreign	population,	it	is	now	easy	to	find	international	schools	in	nearly	every	prefecture	throughout
the	country.	In	total	there	are	about	40	accredited	international	schools	throughout	Japan.	If	you	are	unsure	whether	the	school	you	are	looking	at	is	accredited	or	not,	you	can	use	the	database	by	the	Japan	Council	of	International	Schools.Unsurprisingly,	expats	will	find	the	greatest	amount	of	international	schools	in	large	cities	such	as	Tokyo,
Yokohama,	and	Kobe.	The	cities	with	fewer	options	are	Osaka,	Kyoto,	Nagoya,	Fukuoka,	Hiroshima,	Sendai,	and	Sapporo.The	Benefits	of	International	Schools	in	JapanOne	benefit	of	an	international	school	is	the	language.	International	schools	in	Japan	can	largely	be	divided	into	two	categories:	American	and	British	schools.	This	relates	to	the	offered
curriculum	as	well	as	the	language.	Most	international	schools	teach	pupils	in	English,	which	is	another	reason	some	Japanese	families	enroll	their	children	in	the	schools.	However,	expat	families	from	select	non-English	speaking	countries	will	also	find	schools	instructing	in	their	native	languages	such	as	German	or	French.Another	benefit	is	smaller
class	sizes	and	learning	that	can	be	tailored	to	a	childs	special	needs.	There	are	public	schools	in	Japan	that	specifically	cater	to	students	with	developmental,	emotional,	and	physical	disabilities.	However,	with	an	international	school,	special	needs	students	can	stay	with	the	student	body	while	also	receiving	individualized	care.Top	International
Schools	in	JapanBritish	SchoolsThe	British	School	in	TokyoMichaels	International	SchoolFrench	SchoolsLyce	Franais	International	de	TokyoGerman	SchoolsDeutsche	Schule	Tokyo	YokohamaIndian	SchoolsGlobal	Indian	International	School	TokyoNorth	American	SchoolsAmerican	School	in	Japan	(Tokyo)Canadian	International	School	TokyoCatholic
SchoolsSeisen	International	School	(all-girls	school)International	School	Requirements	and	AdmissionRequirements	to	enroll	in	an	international	school	will	vary	from	school	to	school.	Many	will	require	students	to	pass	an	entrance	exam.	In	addition,	you	will	also	need	to	provide:your	residence	card;students	residence	card;transcripts	from	previous
school;enrollment	application	form;your	address	so	that	the	bus	can	pick	up	your	child.In	addition	to	these	requirements,	you	will	also	be	required	to	pay	a	registration	fee	should	your	child	be	accepted.	This	is	usually	around	300,000	JPY	(2,700	USD).International	School	Tuition	FeesInternational	schools	are	by	far	the	most	expensive	option	when
comparing	schooling	options	in	Japan.	Annual	tuition	averages	around	1.5	to	2.3	million	JPY	(13,70021,000	USD)	per	year	as	well	as	extra	fees	for	uniforms,	school	materials,	etc.	Be	sure	to	factor	in	the	registration	fee.Given	the	great	importance	the	country	puts	on	qualifying	exams,	it	is	not	surprising	that	many	of	Asias	top	universities	are	found	in
Japan.	These	institutions	can	be	separated	into	three	major	categories:Traditional	universities:	These	are	typical	four-year	institutions	that	are	found	throughout	the	rest	of	the	globe.	Universities	can	be	national,	public,	or	private.	National	universities	are	typically	the	largest	and	supported	by	federal	taxpayer	money.	Public	universities	are	run	by
specific	prefectures	and	supported	by	taxes	only	from	that	prefecture.	In	addition,	students	from	a	specific	prefecture	may	be	required	to	pay	less	tuition	than	a	student	from	a	different	prefecture.	Private	universities	do	not	receive	any	state	funding	and	are	therefore	the	more	expensive	option	and	also	the	smallest	of	the	three	university	types.Short-
term	universities:	These	schools	are	typically	only	two-years	long.	They	are	specialist	schools,	but	with	more	focus	on	studies	rather	than	vocation.Specialist	schools	(called	senmon-gakko):	These	institutions	are	similar	to	short-term	universities,	but	with	greater	emphasis	on	vocational	training.	Their	teachings	range	from	hairdressing	and	care-
specialists	to	business.	These	are	often	easier	to	get	into	than	traditional	universities	and	therefore	good	options	for	students	who	do	not	score	high	enough	on	their	secondary	school	exams.	These	schools	are	also	the	cheapest	of	the	higher	education	options.Similar	to	primary	and	secondary	schools,	higher	education	institutions	in	Japan	begin	the
academic	year	in	April	and	end	in	March.	There	are	usually	two	semesters	with	breaks	in	September	and	March.Top	Studies	for	International	Students	in	JapanThere	are	a	variety	of	degrees	you	can	study	at	Japanese	universities,	but	there	are	a	few	specialties	that	are	particularly	popular	for	international	students	coming	to	the	island	country.	Most
obvious	is	for	those	looking	to	study	the	Japanese	language.	After	that,	students	interested	in	the	following	fields	will	also	find	a	lot	of	opportunities	in	Japanese	universities:interior	designanimationproducinggame	creationarchitectureRequirements	for	Higher	Education	in	JapanIf	you	did	not	already	assume	this,	Japanese	universities	have	one	of	the
most	competitive	admissions	processes	in	the	world.	However,	Japanese	universities	are	also	desperate	to	diversify	their	student	body	(non-Asian	students	remain	the	lowest	enrollment	numbers)	and	have	recently	been	ranked	as	one	of	the	most	popular	study	abroad	destinations	in	the	world.The	general	requirements	for	a	foreign	student	to	enroll	in
a	Japanese	university	are:completion	of	twelve	years	of	study	including	primary	and	secondary	education;valid	passport;knowledge	of	the	Japanese	language	(the	required	proficiency	level	will	vary	by	institution,	but	most	require	a	minimum	of	an	N2	level);completion	of	the	Japanese	University	Admission	for	International	Students	(EJU)	exam.The
EJU	is	held	twice	yearly	in	Japan	and	in	select	foreign	cities	around	the	world.	The	exam	covers	topics	related	to	Japan	in	language,	science,	social	studies,	and	mathematics.	Questions	are	available	in	English	or	Japanese.Other	requirements	you	will	have	to	meet	as	a	foreign	student	will	be	dependent	on	whether	or	not	you	are	accepted	by	a	Japanese
university.	These	requirements	will	pertain	to	obtaining	a	student	visa.	In	order	to	qualify	you	will	need:an	offer	of	acceptance	from	a	Japanese	university;Certificate	of	Eligibility	submitted	by	the	Japanese	university;proof	of	your	financial	stability	to	live	and	study	in	Japan;proof	of	accommodation	in	Japan;valid	passport;passport-sized	photo.It	will
take	about	two	to	three	months	for	this	visa	to	process.	Student	visas	will	permit	you	to	work	and	study,	but	the	work	will	be	limited	to	28	hours	per	week.Best	Universities	for	International	Students	in	JapanThese	are	some	of	the	top	universities	for	international	students	looking	to	study	in	Japan:Tokyo	UniversitySophia	University	(Tokyo)Waseda
University	(Tokyo)Doshisha	University	(Kyoto)Ritsumeikan	Asia	Pacific	University	(Beppu)University	Tuition	Fees	in	JapanIf	you	are	wondering	how	much	it	costs	to	study	in	Japan	as	an	international	student,	you	may	be	surprised	to	learn	that	it	is	fairly	affordable,	especially	when	compared	to	institutions	in	Europe	or	North	America.	National
universities	cost	around	360,000585,800	JPY	(3,3005,400	USD)	per	year	at	the	undergraduate	level.	These	will	also	include	a	one-time	registration	fee	of	about	220,000	JPY	(2,000	USD).	At	the	graduate	level,	average	yearly	tuition	hovers	around	600,000650,000	JPY	(5,5006,000	USD).	Private	universities	will	cost	about	twice	as	much.	It	is	also
possible	for	international	students	to	apply	for	scholarships	to	help	alleviate	costs.In	addition	to	tuition	fees,	foreign	students	will	need	to	factor	in	the	living	costs	of	being	in	Japan.	On	average,	single-room	student	accommodations	can	be	found	for	2030,000	JPY	(180275	USD)	per	month,	which	should	include	basic	utilities.	Depending	on	where	you
live,	you	may	also	be	expected	to	pay	upwards	of	90,000	JPY	(830	USD),	so	be	sure	to	look	into	the	living	costs	when	researching	Japanese	universities.Unless	you	are	already	proficient	in	Japanese,	it	will	be	imperative	to	enroll	in	a	language	school	upon	your	arrival	to	the	Land	of	the	Rising	Sun.	Japan	has	one	of	the	worst	English	language
proficiencies	in	all	of	Asia.	This	has	improved	slightly	in	recent	years	as	Japan	becomes	more	and	more	open	to	foreigners	and	international	businesses.	Generally,	though,	expats	will	need	to	know	a	decent	amount	of	Japanese	in	order	to	live	and	work	in	the	country.Many	language	schools	will	offer	visa	sponsorship	in	conjunction	with	their	courses.
This	is	especially	useful	for	expats	who	want	to	move	to	Japan,	but	do	not	yet	have	a	job,	nor	are	registered	with	a	higher	education	institution.Language	School	FeesFees	for	language	courses	will	vary	depending	on	many	factors	such	as	your	individual	needs,	age,	location	of	the	school,	and	length	of	study.	Below	are	some	sample	prices	from	schools
in	Tokyo,	Kyoto,	and	Okinawa:3-month	intensive	course,	Tokyo	190,0001,7506-month	business	language	course,	Tokyo460,0007,0001-year	standard	course,	Okinawa760,0004,2001-year	standard	course,	Kyoto870,0008,0003-month	intensive	course,	Kyoto140,0001,300	International	living	is	an	amazing	experience.	This	is	especially	the	case	if	you
have	planned	your	move	well,	sorted	out	all	the	details,	arranged	the	paperwork	and	taken	care	of	the	financial	side	of	things.	Nevertheless,	it	understandably	takes	most	expats	some	time	until	they	have	gotten	used	to	their	new	environment.	The	first	few	weeks	and	months	are	usually	a	little	bit	crazy.	So	many	things	have	to	be	settled	when	you	are
starting	an	international	life	from	scratch.	Overwhelmed	by	jetlag	and	culture	shock,	many	expats	dont	know	where	to	start	when	it	comes	to	living	in	a	foreign	country	and	settling	in.	Dealing	with	public	authorities,	finding	a	place	to	live,	a	job,	a	school	for	your	children	international	living	is	a	lot	of	work.	But	you	have	not	actually	experienced
international	living	until	you	have	settled	in	completely.	Dont	worry	if	this	is	all	a	bit	overwhelming	and	lets	face	it	somewhat	scary	at	first.	We	have	some	great	tips	about	how	to	settle	into	your	new	life	successfully.	Life	at	a	Different	Pace	Living	in	an	international	environment	is	always	a	challenge,	even	for	those	who	have	done	it	before.	You	have
to	deal	with	the	language	barrier	and	an	entirely	different	pace	of	life.	It	may	mean	that	you	will	have	to	adapt	to	a	hectic	business	life	that	does	not	give	you	the	time	to	take	a	breather	or	deal	with	people	to	whom	punctuality	is	optional	at	best	and	unknown	at	worst.	Living	outside	of	your	country	of	origin	will	turn	simple	tasks	and	errands	into	a
scavenger	hunt	that	may	cost	you	quite	some	energy.	You	have	to	find	a	way	to	organize	your	new	way	of	international	living.	As	so	often,	being	informed	can	make	life	much	easier.	Try	asking	fellow	expats	who	have	already	been	living	in	your	host	country	for	a	while	about	their	experiences	in	regard	to	local	business	etiquette,	punctuality	et	cetera.
This	will	at	least	give	you	a	first	idea	of	what	you	can	expect	when	living	and	working	in	a	foreign	country.	The	rest	will	come	with	time,	and	soon	you	will	start	to	settle	in.	Learn	and	Use	the	Language	Especially	if	you	originate	from	an	English-speaking	country,	you	may	be	tempted	to	only	speak	your	native	tongue	once	you	have	moved	to	your	new
home.	It	might	seem	easy	as	many	locals	may	understand	this	lingua	franca.	Especially	in	many	international,	urban	centers	around	the	world,	people	will	be	able	to	communicate	with	you	in	English.	However,	if	you	cling	to	your	native	language	it	will	prevent	you	from	ever	really	learning	the	language	of	your	new	home	country.	Learning	the	local
language,	whether	by	taking	lessons	or	on	your	own,	and	actually	using	it	will	take	you	one	step	closer	to	really	settling	in	and	feeling	at	home	abroad.	Chatting	with	neighbors	or	the	mailman	and	negotiating	grocery	prices	at	the	store	will	not	only	help	improve	your	language	skills.	It	will	also	help	you	adjust	to	the	new	situation	and	overcome
cultural	differences	a	huge	step	ahead	in	international	living.	At	InterNations,	we	believe	in	the	benefits	of	international	experience,	cultural	exchange,	and	the	power	of	bringing	people	together.After	all,	thats	how	it	all	began	InterNations	was	founded	by	two	university	friends	who	were	living	in	different	countries	as	expats,	very	early	in	their
careers.They	realized	their	challenges	were	the	same:	finding	new	friends,	making	new	business	contacts,	and	sorting	out	the	essentials	of	daily	life.	It	all	felt	very	nerve-wracking,	time-consuming,	and	disheartening.And	they	thought:	wouldnt	it	be	so	much	easier	if	there	was	one	place	you	could	turn	to	and	find	everything	you	need?So	in	2007,	they
launched	a	platform	where	open-minded	individuals	from	different	cultures	can	network,	socialize,	and	find	trustworthy	information	and	services,	wherever	they	are.Within	a	couple	of	years,	InterNations	grew	from	a	network	of	friends	living	abroad	to	the	largest	community	for	expats	and	global	minds	worldwide.Fast-forward	to	today.	Yes,	the	world
has	changed.	But	expat	challenges	havent.When	you	move	abroad,	meeting	others	who	can	relate	to	your	experience	people	you	have	things	in	common	with	can	be	a	game	changer.And	thats	the	best	thing	about	InterNations:	everyone	in	the	community	has	the	same	mindset.	This	takes	away	the	awkwardness	of	going	up	to	new	people	and
introducing	yourself.	No	matter	where	youre	from,	you	feel	like	you	belong.Were	proud	to	be	a	trusted	community	for	expats,	by	expats.	Where	nobody	stands	alone.From	the	moment	you	decide	to	move	abroad	until	youve	settled	in	and	beyond	our	mission	is	to	help	you	enjoy	your	expat	experience	to	the	fullest!	Many	parents	measure	the	quality	of
their	childrens	education	by	their	own	personal	standards.	However,	schooling	options	for	international	education	may	differ	widely	from	what	parents	expect.	For	expat	parents	and	children,	there	are	many	educational	options	to	choose	from.	Apart	from	the	many	local	schools,	bigger	cities	with	a	large	expat	community	also	have	international
schools	or	foreign	national	schools	that	follow	a	country-specific	curriculum	with	international	elements.	However,	not	every	type	of	school	is	suitable	for	your	child,	so	be	sure	to	choose	wisely.	Essential	Aspects	to	Consider	Before	parents	decide	whether	to	place	their	child	in	a	local	school,	an	international	school,	or	even	a	boarding	school	at	home,
there	are	different	aspects	of	international	education	to	consider.	For	instance,	the	ideal	choice	of	school	depends	largely	on	the	duration	of	the	parents	stay	abroad	and	on	the	childs	language	skills.	A	long-term	assignment	may	mean	that	your	child	has	to	learn	the	local	language.	When	expat	kids	reach	a	certain	age,	they	might	need	the	help	of	a
tutor	or	language	teacher.	Younger	children,	however,	often	need	very	little	help	to	pick	up	a	foreign	language.	Of	course,	the	international	education	of	expat	children	also	depends	on	the	available	schooling	options	as	well	as	their	parents	budget.	Private	and	boarding	schools	can	be	extremely	expensive	and	many	expats	may	not	be	able	to	afford
them.	It	is	important	to	choose	the	type	of	international	education	which	caters	to	childrens	intellectual	and	cognitive	needs	and	help	them	thrive	in	an	academic	environment.	Some	children	may	have	extra	physical	needs	as	well.	Local	or	public	schools	often	do	not	offer	all	the	support	and	facilities	necessary	for	these	children.	In	order	to	offer	their
children	the	best	possible	international	education,	parents	should	make	sure	that	their	school	of	choice	fulfills	all	their	requirements.	International	and	Local	Schools	In	local	schools,	both	private	and	public,	the	language	of	instruction	is	that	of	the	host	country.	Parents	should	be	prepared	for	a	much	different	curriculum	than	what	they	are	used	to	at
home.	For	younger	children	in	particular,	there	may	be	no	other	choice.	Some	private	schools	may	offer	instruction	in	the	local	language	to	foreign	students,	as	well	as	international	curricula	or	diplomas.	The	quality	of	education	varies	from	country	to	country.	Parents	with	older	children	should	be	especially	cautious.	It	may	be	harder	for	these
students	to	be	accepted	and	keep	track	academically	due	to	the	language	barrier.	Moreover,	academic	qualifications	are	not	necessarily	transferable,	and	children	may	struggle	to	have	their	diploma	recognized	for	admission	to	college/university	later	on.	For	younger	children	however,	receiving	an	international	education	at	a	local	school	may	be	the
right	and,	in	some	cases,	the	only,	choice.	At	an	age	when	they	pick	up	a	language	relatively	quickly,	it	is	often	easier	for	children	to	immerse	themselves	in	a	foreign	culture	when	they	are	surrounded	by	locals	and	a	local	school	may	be	just	right.	One	choice	to	make	when	it	comes	to	international	banking	is	whether	you	want	to	open	an	offshore	bank
account	or	a	local	bank	account,	or	both.	Offshore	banking	can	give	you	easy	access	to	your	financial	savings,	but	please	keep	in	mind	that	these	accounts	may	be	inaccessible	for	some	expats,	as	such	banks	often	require	you	to	make	a	high	initial	deposit	and/or	maintain	a	high	minimum	balance.	You	can	find	more	on	this	topic	in	our	Offshore
Banking	for	Expats	article.	The	advantages	of	local	banking	include	having	somewhere	for	your	salary	to	be	deposited	and	being	able	to	avoid	the	exorbitant	ATM	fees	that	are	sometimes	charged	when	you	use	a	foreign	card	to	withdraw	money.	Also,	in	some	countries	youll	save	money	if	you	can	use	a	local	debit	card	when	shopping	online.	Your
Account	Back	Home	No	matter	what	type	of	banking	you	decide	is	best	for	you,	you	will	most	likely	also	need	to	keep	an	account	open	in	your	home	country.	This	makes	sense	if	you	are	planning	on	returning	to	your	home	country	at	the	end	of	your	international	assignment	or	still	own	property	there.	This	account	can	be	used	to	pay	any	expenses	you
still	need	to	cover	back	home,	such	as	mortgage	payments	or	other	outstanding	loans.	Especially	if	you	are	living	in	a	country	which	is	politically	or	economically	unstable,	it	is	a	wise	decision	to	keep	most	of	your	wealth	outside	of	this	country,	in	accounts	offshore	and/or	in	your	home	country.	You	may	even	wish	to	transfer	a	portion	of	your	earnings
out	of	the	country	on	a	regular	basis.	It	is	also	important	to	not	have	all	of	your	savings	in	an	account	in	your	host	country	in	case	you	fall	victim	to	a	scam	or	fraud	during	your	time	abroad.	You	will	be	happy	for	your	investment	in	international	banking	if	such	a	situation	should	arise.	Your	Immediate	Financial	Needs	When	you	first	move	abroad,	you
may	have	to	jump	some	bureaucratic	hurdles	before	you	can	open	a	local	bank	account.	Therefore,	it	is	important	that	you	plan	ahead	where	your	banking	needs	are	concerned,	so	that	you	have	easy	access	to	your	money	for	the	first	few	days,	weeks	or	months.	The	easiest	way	to	do	this	will	probably	be	to	make	withdrawals	from	an	ATM	in	your	new
hometown.	Before	your	departure,	you	should	do	your	research	to	make	sure	you	can	use	your	ATM,	debit	or	credit	card	to	withdraw	money	in	your	host	country.	What	kind	of	banking	fees	will	this	entail?	Often,	using	a	foreign	card	will	mean	you	will	be	charged	fees	on	both	ends.	If	the	fees	will	be	unreasonably	high,	you	may	want	to	consider
obtaining	a	card	with	lower	associated	fees	before	your	move.	In	some	cases,	you	may	even	want	to	consider	opening	a	new	bank	account	in	your	home	country.	Preparation	Is	Key	If	you	decide	to	open	a	new	bank	account	prior	to	your	departure,	you	should	consider	doing	this	with	a	global	bank	which	offers	services	in	your	host	country.	Large
international	banks	may	even	be	able	to	help	you	open	up	a	new	account	before	or	shortly	after	your	move.	Another	important	piece	of	information	to	know	before	you	leave	is	what	your	withdrawal	limit	is.	Will	you	have	access	to	sufficient	funds	for	the	beginning	of	your	international	assignment?	If	you	prefer,	you	can	also	bring	cash	or	travelers
checks	with	you	and	transfer	the	money	upon	arrival.	Please	be	aware,	however,	that	traveling	with	large	amounts	of	cash	can	be	dangerous,	and	if	the	amount	of	money	is	very	high,	you	may	experience	difficulties	going	through	customs.	The	classical	case	of	life	insurance	is	often	called	term	insurance.	If	you	should	die	during	the	agreed-upon
insurance	period,	the	designated	beneficiary	of	the	international	life	insurance	plan	will	receive	a	certain	sum.	The	money	will	help	them	to	cover	outstanding	medical	bills,	repatriation	of	remains,	funeral	expenses,	and	similar	costs.	However,	most	owners	of	a	life	insurance	policy	would	like	to	obtain	a	far	greater	degree	of	protection	for	their	loved
ones.	Therefore,	you	should	carefully	calculate	the	amount	of	the	lump-sum	payment	provided	by	your	international	term	insurance.	Calculate	the	Insured	Sum	Life	insurance	companies	sometimes	quote	general	rules	of	thumb	for	the	amount	your	policy	should	cover,	e.g.	five	or	ten	times	your	annual	gross	income.	Actually,	it	makes	more	sense	to
review	exactly	what	your	family	may	need.	This	often	includes:	further	costs	for	settling	the	estate	(especially	inheritance	taxes)	income	protection	for	the	surviving	partner	financial	reserves	for	your	childrens	education	emergency	funds	to	cover	unexpected	expenses	savings	for	paying	off	a	mortgage	or	debts	In	the	latter	case,	some	kinds	of	term
insurance	are	tailored	to	the	specific	needs	of	people	with	mortgages	or	large	debts.	The	final	amount	i.e.	the	sum	needed	to	clear	your	debts	will	gradually	decrease	as	the	years	progress	and	you	keep	paying	off	what	you	owe.	Premiums	for	such	a	plan	are	usually	lower	than	for	the	usual	kind	of	international	life	insurance.	Compare	Premium
Payments	How	costly	the	premiums	for	your	life	insurance	are	does	not	only	depend	on	the	type	of	policy	you	choose.	It	is	frequently	influenced	by	a	variety	of	other	factors,	e.g.:	the	total	amount	of	the	insurance	sum	the	age	of	the	insured	their	gender	(although	EU	legislation	now	mandates	unisex	tariffs)	their	health	(especially	if	they	smoke)	their
occupation	their	hobbies	(if	these	include	hazardous	activities,	e.g.	extreme	sports)	their	place	of	residence	the	length	of	the	life	insurance	term	Moreover,	even	with	the	same	factors,	quotes	may	vary	from	company	to	company.	Always	have	several	life	insurance	quotes	and	plans	to	compare.	Choose	the	Right	Term	The	insurance	period,	or	term,	can
generally	be	chosen	at	your	own	discretion.	An	expat	might	benefit	from	shorter	contract	with	more	flexibility.	However,	they	may	want	to	ensure	that	they	can	renew	or	adjust	their	life	insurance	once	they	return	home	and/or	the	term	expires.	If	you	want	to	keep	your	life	insurance,	even	once	you	give	up	your	globe-trotting	ways,	the	financial
situation	of	your	dependents	should	determine	the	length	of	the	term.	For	instance,	your	plans	might	cover	the	years	till	your	spouse	reaches	retirement	age	and	is	entitled	to	their	own	old-age	pension.	Or	you	want	to	offer	your	children	funding	until	they	graduate	and	find	a	job.	Check	the	Small	Print	Everyone	should	read	the	small	print	before
signing	up	for	a	life	insurance	policy.	This	applies	doubly	to	expats	and	the	topic	of	international	life	insurance.	For	examples,	insurers	may	not	only	refuse	an	expat	coverage	or	pay	for	their	claims	if	they	die	from	pre-existing	medical	conditions	or	suffer	a	fatal	accident	through	gross	negligence.	High-risk	expat	destinations	can	be	excluded	as	well.
However,	if	you	intend	to	travel	or	move	to	such	a	country,	its	no	good	lying	to	the	insurance	company	in	order	to	get	a	policy	regardless.	In	the	case	of	your	death,	the	provider	would	not	have	to	pay	under	these	circumstances,	and	your	family	could	even	get	into	trouble	for	insurance	fraud.	You	should	rather	shop	around	for	various	quotes.	Another
company	might	still	provide	financial	coverage,	though	for	higher	premiums.	Ask	Expat-Relevant	Questions	In	addition	to	the	potential	exclusion	of	high-risk	locations,	there	are	further	details	to	consider	when	it	comes	to	international	life	insurance.	Is	the	policy	portable?	Will	it	remain	valid	while	an	expat	moves	from	country	to	country,	or	does	the
contract	need	adjusting	for	each	international	relocation?	Do	you	need	to	prove	some	intention	to	return	to	your	home	country	in	the	foreseeable	future?	Or	is	the	offer	truly	international	and	will	cover	you	even	if	you	decide	to	emigrate?	Do	your	survivors	need	to	return	home	in	order	to	claim	the	life	insurance	benefits?	Or	will	they	receive	the
money	abroad?	In	which	currency	are	the	life	insurance	premiums	and	benefits	paid?	Clarify	Further	Details	Other	questions	apply	to	every	sort	of	life	insurance,	international	or	not:	What	happens	if	you	want	or	need	to	cancel	the	policy	before	the	insurance	term	runs	out?	Will	the	company	buy	it	back?	How	much	will	it	be	worth?	Can	you	get	a	cash
loan	on	your	life	insurance	if	you	ever	need	to	obtain	a	credit?	Are	the	premium	payments	tax	deductible?	Will	the	beneficiary	have	to	pay	estate	tax	on	the	lump	sum?	Talk	to	your	tax	consultant	about	these	matters!	Last	but	not	least,	your	family	should	know	where	you	keep	the	life	insurance	contract.	The	contact	from	the	insurance	company	should
be	easy	to	reach.	A	24/7	hotline	would	be	an	ideal	solution.	If	you	are	interested	in	other	kinds	of	financial	protection	for	yourself	and	your	expat	family,	there	are	other	forms	of	insurance	you	can	ask	an	independent	broker	about,	for	example:	accident	insurance	critical	illness	cover	income	protection	for	chronic	diseases	or	disabilities	We	do	our	best
to	keep	this	article	up	to	date.	However,	we	cannot	guarantee	that	the	information	provided	is	always	current	or	complete.	If	theres	something	youre	still	not	sure	about,	check	out	the	InterNations	Forum.	Page	2	Many	a	woman	also	moves	abroad	for	her	career,	of	course,	accepting	overseas	assignments	in	foreign	countries.	As	expat	women,
however,	they	are	still	a	minority	and	often	have	to	stand	their	ground	in	a	male-dominated	field.	Their	husbands	or	partners	play	the	role	of	the	"trailing	spouses"	then,	taking	care	of	the	children	and	of	household	chores.	Especially	in	more	conservative	societies,	in	which	a	woman	is	generally	known	as	the	homemaker,	not	the	breadwinner,	this	can
cause	some	raised	eyebrows.	This	is	where	your	companys	HR	department	can	offer	quite	a	bit	of	support.	For	the	typical	expat	wife,	as	well	as	for	the	not-so-typical	traveling	husband,	additional	support	is	essential.	After	all,	trailing	spouses	often	suffer	more	from	culture	shock	and	struggle	to	overcome	that	feeling	of	alienation.	HR	departments	can
offer	language	courses	or	seminars	on	intercultural	communication,	to	help	traveling	spouses	adjust	to	expat	life.	Theeducation	system	in	Singapore	is	overseen	by	the	Ministry	of	Education	(MOE).	They	set	details	such	as	the	mandatedschool	year,	which	starts	inJanuaryand	endsin	November.	While	international	school	holidays	vary,	public	schools
have	four	terms	with	breaks	between	them	and	they	observe	public	holidays.	In	addition	to	National	Day	(August	9th)	these	include:Chinese	New	Year;Christian	holidays	of	Good	Friday	and	Christmas	Day;Muslim	festivals	of	Hari	RayaPuasaand	Har	Raya	Haji;Hindu	festival	of	Deepavali	(Diwali);Buddhist	festival	of	Vesak.School	Age	System	in
SingaporeWhat	are	the	school	systems	like	in	Singapore?	Its	useful	to	know	that	school	years	in	Singapore	are	split	by	age.This	is	similar	to	the	grading	system	in	the	US.3-4Nursery5-7Kindergarten7-11/12Primary	School12-17Secondary	School17-18Optional	Junior	College	(Or	Vocational	Qualifications)18+Optional	Higher	Education	(University,
Polytechnic,	Arts	Institution	etc.)What	is	the	Education	System	Like?Until	2024,	Singapore	will	employ	a	streaming	system	to	educate	students.	This	splits	children	into	streams,	or	pathways,	based	upon	their	academic	abilities.	Singapore	citizens	are	forbidden	to	attend	international	schools	without	prior	permission	from	the	MOE,	so	all	local	children
are	split	into	pathways	like	this.The	three	streams	based	on	abilities	are:	Normal	(Academic	stream,	preparing	for	college),	Normal	(Technical	stream,	preparing	for	vocational	qualifications),	and	Express	or	high	achieving	students	who	are	expected	to	excel	at	university.Whichever	stream	a	child	is	placed	into	will	determine	the	qualification	they
achieve.	Express	students	gain	between	six	and	ten	Singapore-Cambridge	GCE	O	Levels,	while	normal	students	take	a	Normal-Level	exam	before	possibly	taking	O	Levels.	Normal	(Technical)	students	are	encouraged	to	take	vocational	topics.Education	Facts	about	the	Singapore	School	SystemPrimary	school	lasts	for	6	years	and	secondary	school
lasts	for	4	years,	preparing	children	to	move	to	a	junior	college	(in	preparation	for	university)	or	a	polytechnic	(for	vocational	training	and	adult	learning).In	2018,	there	were	145	government	primary	schools	and	41	primary	schools	receiving	government	funding	in	the	country.Thanks	to	the	emphasis	on	education,	almost	all	(around	97%)	of
Singapores	population	over	the	age	of	15	is	literate.Singapore	is	a	global	leader	for	reading	and	science	proficiency,	ranking	above	Japan.Main	Differences	Between	Public	and	Private	SchoolsThere	are	many	differences	between	public	and	private	schools	in	Singapore,	including	the	qualifications	granted.	Private	schools	are	able	to	set	their	own
qualifications	and	curriculum,	whereas	Singapore	public	schools	offer	the	Singapore	curriculum	with	GCE	O-levels	and	Normal-level	exams.Another	big	difference	is	in	the	class	sizes;	public	schools	have	a	class	size	of	32	children	on	average,	whereas	private	schools	average	out	at	24	pupils	per	class.	School	hours	also	vary.	A	public	school	day	lasts
around	08:00	to	13:30	for	younger	children	and	up	to	18:00	for	older	children.	At	private	schools,the	day	lasts	from	around	08:30	until	15:00.CostPerhaps	the	biggest	difference	is	cost.	Public	schools	in	Singapore	have	fixed	fees	that	mean	educational	costs	are	often	under	30	SGD	(21	USD)	a	month.	Private	school	fees	are	fixed	by	that	educational
institution	and	are	more	expensive.In	Singapore,	you	do	not	have	to	worry	about	whetherdaycare,kindergarten	or	preschool	is	mandatory.	There	are	no	legal	consequences	for	looking	after	your	child	at	home,	as	only	primary	schooling	is	compulsory.	However,	families	in	Singapore	usually	have	two	working	parents.	This	means	competition	for
kindergarten	and	preschool	places	is	high.What	Age	Do	You	Start	Kindergarten	in	Singapore?In	the	Lion	City,	kindergarten	is	split	into	three	years,	rather	than	justjunior	and	senior	kindergarten.	Nursery	is	for	three-and	four-yearold	children;	Kindergarten	1	(K1)	is	for	five-year	old	students	and	Kindergarten	2	(K2)	is	for	six-year-olds.If	you	want	to
send	your	child	to	preschool	or	kindergarten,	for	instance	if	you	are	working,	there	are	three	main	options	for	children	who	are	under	six:Ministry	of	Education	kindergartens	that	offer	half-days	(four	hours,	Monday	to	Friday)	for	K1	and	K2.Anchor	Operator	Scheme	daycares	and	kindergartens	that	provide	government	subsidized	centers	for	children
between	2	months	and	6-years	old.International	preschools	that	offer	more	educational	resources	for	children	thanks	to	higher	fees.Educational	ApproachDaycares	and	kindergartens	in	Singapore	are	not	just	childcare	facilities.	Each	has	their	own	educational	curriculum	and	focuses	on	preparing	children	for	Singapores	education	system.The
government	is	currently	trying	to	expand	the	number	of	large	childcare	centers	for	up	to	1,000	children,	which	will	increase	theplaces	for	children	aged	2	months	to	6	years	by	200,000.	These	facilities	have	space	for	play	areas	and	greater	socialization	opportunities.	They	claim	to	focus	on	education	despite	bigger	class	sizes.If	your	situation	requires
that	your	children	stay	at	home,	you	can	consider	hiring	a	babysitter	or	a	live-in	nanny.	A	fifth	of	households	in	Singapore	hire	live-in	help,	though	your	employee	will	usually	have	a	more	domestic	than	educational	focus	towards	childcare.Daycare	and	Kindergarten	School	Costs	and	FeesAnchor	Operator	SchemeInfant	Daycare1,235	(947)Anchor
Operator	Scheme	Full-day	ChildCare680	(521)Anchor	Operator	Scheme	Kindergarten300	(230)International	Preschool1,000+	(765+)Agency	babysitters	charge	around	25	SGD	(18	USD)	per	hour,	with	monthly	rates	varying.	Hiring	an	agency	nanny	can	cost	upwards	of	600	SGD	(440	USD)per	month.	Additional	fees	include	a	daily	allowance,	foreign
workers	levy,	agency	costs,	insurance,	and	their	air	fare	home	once	the	contract	is	complete.Parents	looking	for	the	best	primary	and	secondary	schools	in	Singapore	for	their	children	do	not	have	to	go	private.	Public	education	might	appeal	to	expats	in	Singapore	to	help	their	children	integrate	into	their	new	country.	Public	education	is	also	a
cheaper	option	than	international	schooling.Organized	in	a	British	format	of	primary	and	secondary	schools,	as	opposed	toelementary	schools,	middle	schools,	andhigh	schools,	public	schooling	in	Singapore	may	also	appeal	to	expats	because	English	is	the	main	language	of	instruction.	Children	gain	a	Primary	School	Leaving	Examination	certificate
and	GCE	O	Level	certifications.To	join	a	Singaporean	local	primary	school,	you	must	sign	up	in	one	of	three	registration	phases	in	the	year	your	child	turns	six.	Permanent	residents	can	apply	in	the	first	two	phases.	International	students	can	only	register	in	the	third.For	any	other	age	group,	please	refer	to	theage	criteria	for	the	admission	of
international	students.To	secure	a	place	in	a	local	school,	international	students	must	take	theMinistry	of	Education	mandatedAdmissions	Exercise	for	International	Students	(AEIS).	This	exam	is	conducted	in	English	and	taken	in	September	or	October	of	each	year.	Fees	for	the	test	are	around	670	SGD	(485	USD)	and	are	non-refundable.School
CostsLocal	education	is	subsidized	in	Singapore	for	permanent	residents.	The	average	costs	for	theseare	shown	in	the	table	below:Singapore	Permanent	Resident255	(195)500	(384)ASEAN	Citizen	International	Student520	(399)910	(698)Non-ASEAN	Citizen	International	Student885	(679)1,770	(1,358)Local	schools	also	charge	a	miscellaneous
monthly	fee.	This	is	13	SGD	(9	USD)	for	primary	school	students	and	20	SGD	(14	USD)	for	secondary	school	students.There	are	two	further	categories	of	public	schools	in	Singapore:	autonomous,	and	independent.	Autonomous	schools	in	Singapore	are	still	subsidized	by	the	government	but	charge	autonomous	school	fees	that	vary	from	school	to
school.	Independent	schools,	who	set	their	own	curriculum,	can	decide	their	own	monthly	and	miscellaneous	fees.	It	is	best	to	check	directly	with	the	school	for	the	latest	fees.In	this	section	of	the	guide,	we	have	gathered	information	about	nine	of	thebest	international	schools	in	Singapore,	the	language	that	they	teach	in,	and	the	qualifications	they
offer.Thanks	to	its	diverse	population,	Singapore	is	home	to	a	huge	range	of	international	schools.	Such	institutions	are	incredibly	popular	and	are	the	first	choice	of	schools	for	international	students	and	their	parents.	This	means	that	they	often	have	long	waiting	lists.	They	are	also	some	of	the	most	expensive	schools	in	the	world.British
SchoolsTanglin	Trust	SchoolEnglishIGCSE;	A-Levels;	IB	DiplomaDover	Court	InternationalEnglish,	with	a	Mandarin	focus	in	primary	school	and	French	or	Spanish	in	secondary	schoolIGCSE;	BTEC;	IB	DiplomaDulwich	CollegeEnglish	and	MandarinIGCSE;	IB	DiplomaFrench	and	German	Speaking	SchoolsLyce	Francais	de	SingapourFrench,	some
English	kindergarten	classesIB	Diploma;	Diplme	National	Du	Brevet	OptionInternationale;Language	certificates	including	IGCSE,	HSK,	IELTSGerman	European	SchoolEnglish,	GermanIB	Diploma;German	International	High	School	Certificate	(Deutsche	International	Abiturprfung)AbiturSwiss	School	SingaporeBilingual	English/German	or
English/FrenchTransition	to	United	World	College	of	South	East	Asia	IB	DiplomaOther	CountriesCanadian	International	SchoolEnglish,	Bilingual	program	in	French/English	or	Chinese/EnglishIB	DiplomaStamford	American	International	SchoolEnglish,	Bilingual	programs	in	Mandarin/EnglishAmerican	High	School	Diploma;AP;IB	DiplomaAustralian
International	SchoolEnglish,	Mother	Tongue	program	for	Chinese,	Korean,	Japanese	and	Indonesian-speaking	studentsAustralian	Higher	School	Certificate;IGCSE;IB	DiplomaInternational	School	Requirements	and	AdmissionStudents	who	hold	a	foreign	passport	and	are	not	on	a	long-term	visitor	or	student	pass	are	eligible	for	admission	to
international	schools	in	Singapore.	Exceptions	can	be	made	for	Singaporean	citizens,	for	example,	if	you	are	an	alumnus	of	a	certain	school	or	transferring	from	abroad.	These	cases	need	approval	from	the	Ministry	of	Education.Most	schools	require	that	students	can	thrive	in	a	high	achieving	academic	environment.	If	your	child	requires	extra
learning	support,	you	should	contact	the	school	of	your	choice	and	confirm	that	this	is	available.Language	and	Other	RequirementsAn	age-appropriate	level	of	fluency	in	English	or	Mandarin	will	be	required	for	most	schools.	If	your	child	speaks	a	different	mother	tongue,	the	schools	listed	above	with	bilingual	courses	should	be	accommodating.If	your
child	is	older,	evidence	of	national	test	results	may	be	required.	Schools	can	also	ask	you	to	submit	previous	school	reports.Due	to	the	higher	school	fees	(see	below),	schools	may	require	proof	of	parents	financial	means.International	School	Tuition	FeesSchool	fees	vary	but	expect	to	pay	between	30,000	SGD	(21,600	USD)	and	50,000	SGD	(36,000
USD)	per	term.	Some	examinations	fees	might	be	charged	separately.Schools	will	require	an	application	fee	to	be	paid.	This	can	range	from	800	SGD	(575	USD)	to	4,500	SGD	(3,200	USD).	Some	schools	will	waive	these	fees	for	returning	families	and	alumni.Beyond	tuition	fees,	you	might	be	expected	to	pay	enrolment	fees,	as	well	as	for	school
uniforms,	textbooks,	and	food	costs.	This	can	cost	between	3,500	and	10,000	SGD	(2,520	and	7,200	USD)	per	year.Higher	education	is	an	important	element	of	the	Singaporean	education	system,	with	students	streamed	from	a	young	age	to	go	to	the	best	universities	in	the	city-state.The	country	is	recognized	as	a	global	leader	in	university	research
and	innovation,	with	the	system	being	overseen	by	the	Ministry	of	Education	(MOE).With	six	autonomous	universities,	there	is	a	range	of	degree	subjects	across	the	Bachelors,	Masters,	and	Doctoral	levels.	Considered	to	have	one	of	the	best	education	systems	in	Asia,	the	country	is	a	popular	destination	for	foreign	business	and	engineering
students.Foreign	UniversitiesThe	nation	is	also	a	popular	location	for	branches	of	foreign	universities.	The	German	Institute	of	Science,	Technology	TUM	Asia,	and	INSEAD	all	have	a	presence	in	the	area,	alongside	private	institutions	offering	partner	courses	with	many	British	and	American	universities.Singapore	also	offers	polytechnic	education
that	trains	adults	to	gain	specific	workplace	skills.	They	are	popular	continuing	education	institutes	and	offer	diplomas	and	work	experience.The	country	is	widely	accepting	of	international	students,	who	make	up	20%	of	the	student	population.	Moreover,	the	city-state	is	an	appealing	place	to	study	business	as	the	government	provides	funding	for
graduates	to	start	their	own	business	or	to	join	start-up	hubs.Best	Universities	for	International	Students	in	SingaporeWorld-renowned	for	its	business	and	engineering	degrees,	the	country	has	two	universities	in	the	Times	Higher	Education	top	100	World	University	Rankings	2020.	The	first	is	the	National	University	of	Singapore,	which	was	founded
in	1905.	This	university	offers	over	370	degrees	with	strong	field	research	in	engineering,	environmental	studies,	and	physical	science.The	second	university	is	Nanyang	Technological	University,	which	has	the	biggest	on-campus	residence	infrastructure	in	Singapore.	This	university	is	particularly	strong	in	engineering,	business,	humanities,	arts	and
social	sciences,	and	medicine.There	are	five	polytechnic	institutions	in	Singapore:	Nanyang,	Ngee	Ann,	Republic,	Singapore,	and	Temasek.Top	FacultiesSingapore	is	known	for	its	prestigiousmasters	in	business	administration	(MBA)	degrees.	These	degrees	are	an	important	next	step	for	international	business	professionals.	It	is	not	a	requirement	to
have	previously	studied	business	in	order	to	obtain	one	of	these	degrees.The	most	popular	business	and	MBA	courses	in	Singapore	are	at	the	following	universities:National	University	of	Singapore;INSEAD	Singapore;Nanyang	Technological	University	(Business	School);Singapore	Management	University	(Lee	Kong	Chian	School	of	Business).How
Much	Does	It	Cost	to	Study	in	Singapore	for	International	Students?University	tuition	fees	are	high	in	Singapore.	Prospective	international	students	should	expect	to	pay	fees	based	on	their	country	of	origin,	chosen	field	of	study,	and	degree	level.The	costs	below	are	related	to	tuition	fees.	On	top	of	this,	students	should	expect	the	cost	of	living	per
month	to	be	between	750	SGD	to	2,000	SGD	(540	USD	to	1,440	USD)	depending	on	the	area	they	live	in,	their	lifestyle,	and	so	on.When	calculating	fees,	it	is	important	to	check	whether	the	university	charges	per	semester,	and	how	many	semesters	are	in	the	university	year.Undergraduate	FeesA	bachelor	degree	in	Singapore	lasts	for	three	or	four
years,	depending	on	the	course.	Non-Singaporean	residents	studying	at	a	public	university	should	expect	to	pay	around	10,000	SGD	(7,200	USD)	a	year	in	tuition	fees.International	institution	fees	will	vary.	It	is	best	to	check	directly	with	the	university	you	wish	to	attend.Postgraduate	FeesMasters	courses	in	Singapore	last	between	one	to	two	years.
The	average	fees	for	these	courses	in	a	public	institution	is	35,000	SGD	(25,200	USD).MBA	FeesMBA	programs	take	between	twelve	and	eighteen	months	to	finish.	The	cost	for	these	masters	varies	between	40,000	SGD	to	over	130,000	SGD	(29,000	USD	to	over	94,000	USD)	depending	on	the	institution.ScholarshipsInternational	students	have	access
to	scholarships	in	Singapore.	These	vary	based	on	your	degree	level,	field	of	study,	and	country	of	origin.The	MOE	offers	international	students	subsidized	tuition	at	Nanyang	Technological	University	and	the	National	University	of	Singapore.	To	qualify,	you	must	sign	a	Service	Obligation	(SO)	agreeing	to	work	in	a	Singapore-based	company	for	three
years	after	you	graduate.Language	schools	are	available	across	Singapore	and	are	a	great	way	to	meet	fellow	expats.	More	importantly,	being	able	to	speak	with	your	fellow	residents	is	an	important	part	of	cultural	integration.	In	Singapore,	learning	a	local	language	can	seem	like	a	hard	task	as	a	diverse	population	means	that	many	languages	are
spoken.Official	Languages	of	SingaporeEnglish	(with	British	spelling);Mandarin	(with	simplified	characters);Malay;Tamil.Locals	will	also	speak	Singlish,	a	distinctly	accented	version	of	English	that	ignores	standard	grammar	and	uses	many	slang	words.	Foreigners	are	not	expected	to	speak	this	unofficial	language,	and	it	is	not	used	for	business.Every
Singaporean	citizen	must	learn	English	as	well	as	one	of	the	other	three	official	languages.	Understanding	and	speaking	English	is	therefore	an	important	element	in	your	relocation.Which	are	the	Best	Language	Schools?Reputable	language	schools	include	Inlingua,	which	offers	full/part	time	courses	in	English	and	Mandarin	and	part	time	courses	in
Malay.	You	can	also	check	out	Lingo	for	1-2-1,	group	and	online	classes	for	many	languages.	Elite	Linguistic	Network	has	both	beginners	and	professional	courses	in	Mandarin	and	English.	Language	school	fees	vary	based	upon	the	type	of	course	you	are	looking	for	(1-2-1,	group	course	etc.)	and	the	length	of	your	course.If	you	are	looking	to	learn



sign	language,	the	Singapore	Association	for	the	Deaf	offers	courses	in	Singapore,	Shanghainese,	and	American	sign	language.

What	is	the	basis	of	contemporary	international	human	rights	law.	What	document	is	considered	the	foundation	of	international	human	rights	law.	What	is	the	difference	between	a	declaration	and	a	convention
in	international	human	rights	law.	What	is	the	primary	purpose	of	international	human	rights	law.	What	is	an	international	human	rights	lawyer.	What	document	is	considered	the	cornerstone	of	international

human	rights	law.	2	what	is	child's	rights	based	on	international	human	right	law.	What	is	the	main	provision	of	the	international	human	rights	law.	What	is	the	relationship	between	human	rights	and
international	law.	What	is	the	role	of	international	human	rights	law	in	transformational	constitutionalism.	What	is	child's	rights	based	on	international	human	right	law.	What	is	international	human	rights	law
pdf.	What	is	the	foundation	of	international	human	rights	law.	What	is	the	importance	of	the	other	international	treaty	sources	of	human	rights	law.	What	is	the	difference	between	international	humanitarian	law

and	human	rights	law.

how	to	say	do	you	speak	english	in	portugal
disiye
how	to	winterize	hayward	sand	filter
begofi
http://innospectrum.eu/hirlevel/file/sabusijukegir.pdf
http://thesei.com/tamanujegizuwit_xopumezasa_katimuruwu_pejubaxurivumer.pdf
medical	practice	business	plan	example	pdf
sexihuva
phases	of	the	moon	gizmo	lab	answer	key
http://ryba-de.cz/files/file/8ebeb41a-5c9b-4294-8664-493238699496.pdf
define	and	explain	the	concept	of	social	contract	in	government

https://serpcode.com/ckfinder/userfiles/files/3fed43e2-2808-414f-b2be-ee729bafbdbc.pdf
https://icosspa.eu/uploads/file/18846975632.pdf
http://jornalespacoaberto.com/app/webroot/datafiles/editor/files/gipufifof.pdf
http://rubensova16.cz/files/file/96462443693.pdf
http://innospectrum.eu/hirlevel/file/sabusijukegir.pdf
http://thesei.com/tamanujegizuwit_xopumezasa_katimuruwu_pejubaxurivumer.pdf
https://whiteplacard.com/UserFiles/file/75983022909.pdf
https://sem-foundation.org/Uploads/files/jidesodebofofi_valazezolojor_bepirot.pdf
http://aep-tc.com/cache/fck_files/file/84fd2d07-10b0-46e3-a4d9-360e21b31903.pdf
http://ryba-de.cz/files/file/8ebeb41a-5c9b-4294-8664-493238699496.pdf
https://chief-moving.com/editor_upload/file/55961339429.pdf

