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The	keyboard	and	mouse	might	be	a	good	shape	for	many	native	computer	games,	but	it	seems	absolutely	strange	to	play	emulated	games	that	way.	Whether	you	want	to	play	Super	Mario	with	an	appropriate	gamepad	or	try	a	new	PC	title	like	Diablo	III	in	comfort,	weâ£̄ve	got	you	covered.	Today	we	take	a	look	at	how	you	can	take	a	Microsoft	Xbox
360	controller	and	configure	it	to	work	with	everything	from	your	favorite	emulator	to	old	and	new	PC	games.	Whether	you	want	the	authentic	feel	of	a	controller	in	your	hand	when	you	play	old	school	games	or	you226;	they’re	looking	for	a	delicate-on-the-pulsi	way	to	play	modern	games,	it’s	128;s	easy	to	configure.	What	You	ll	Need	For	This
Tutorial	You226;Â​Â​;{{Ô​â1⁄2	Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​Â​{{need	for	the	following	things:	an	official	or	well-built	controller	not	A	copy	of	ShowOff	(for	diagnostic	purposes).	A	copy	of	Xpader	($10,	needed	for	more	advanced	configuration	techniques).	An	emulator	or	video	game	to	configure	the	controller.	While	you	can	use	a	wireless	controller	for	this	tutorial,	doing
so	adds	an	extra	layer	of	complexity	and	troubleshooting	to	the	project	(many	people	report	common	problems	with	using	the	360	wireless	controller	for	PC-based	gaming)	and	as	such	weâ	Â	Â	;;;;ã	̄°	have	chosen	to	stick	to	the	cable	model.	.	If	you	are	successful	using	wireless	templates,	be	sure	to	leave	a	note	in	the	comments	and	share	your	tips	and
tricks.	Also,	we	strongly	recommend	that	you	read	through	the	entire	tutorial	and	check	out	the	specific	apps	and	games	you	want	to	use	your	Xbox	controller	with	before	purchasing	something	on	the	What	Youâ​Â​;	ll	Need	list	as	some	settings	require	the	configuration	of	others	(effectively	reduce	the	cost	of	the	project	to	$0	outside	the	cost	of	the
actual	controller).	Install	and	test	your	Xbox	360	controller	the	Xbox	360	controller	should	be	a	rather	painless	deal.	Insert	your	controller	into	an	empty	USB	port	on	your	Windows	machine.	Windowsautomatically	detect	and	install	the	drivers	for	the	device	and	in	less	than	10	seconds	the	computer	will	accept	the	input	from	the	controller.	If,	during
the	following	diagnostic	tests,	it	becomes	clear	that	the	installation	did	not	go	as	planned,	you	can	visit	the	support	page	for	the	360	controller	here	and	download	the	appropriate	drivers	for	your	Windows	version.	To	test	the	controller,	we	have	a	two-point	approach.	The	first	thing	you	want	to	do	is	go	to	the	Start	menu	and	type	joy.cpl	in	the	racing
box.	This	will	pull	on	the	Game	Controllers	control	panel	so:	As	you	can	see	we	are	using	the	cheapest	MadCatz	360	controller	for	this	project.	Click	Advanced	simply	allows	you	to	switch	between	controllers,	which	in	our	case	is	not	relevant.	By	clicking	Properties	raises	the	controller	properties	for	the	360	controller.	Select	the	Test	tab.	Try	every
button	on	the	controller.	If	everything	works	correctly,	something	should	happen	when	pressing	each	button	or	moving	each	control	stick/directional	pad.	If	you	can't	get	any	input,	go	back	to	the	beginning	of	this	section	and	download	the	drivers.	If	you	get	the	input,	but	it	is	incorrect	(for	example,	press	on	one	of	the	joysticks	and	the	axis	display
goes	down	and	left)	you	need	to	click	the	Settings	tab	and	click	the	configuration	button.	The	configuration	wizard	will	guide	you	through	the	correct	identification	and	calibration	of	each	button	and	joystick.	Once	confirmed	that	all	buttons	are	working	and	configured	correctly,	it	is	quite	useful	to	perform	the	small	ShowOff	executable	AutoHotkey	we
have	listed	in	the	section	You	need.	This	small	app	will	put	a	small	white	overlap	window	on	the	screen	that	simply	signals	each	press	button,	if	it	is	from	a	keyboard,	mouse,	gamepad,	or	other	input	device	(as	seen	in	theabove).	You	don’t	need	to	keep	the	application	up	for	the	controller	to	work	properly	with	your	games,	but	during	the	configuration
process	it	can	be	very	helpful	to	for	that	the	specific	button	code	for	each	button	is	while	you’re	configuring	your	emulators	and	games.	Configure	Emulators	and	Games	that	allow	selections	of	custom	buttons	If	you	â​​	using	a	game	emulator	or	stand	alone	game	that	allows	you	to	customize	the	game	inputs	to	any	desired	button,	the	configuration	is
just	a	matter	of	opening	the	appropriate	section	in	the	game	menus	and	carefully	map	each	button.	To	prove	how	simple	this	is,	we’ll	use	the	excellent	BSNES	emulator.	BSNES	not	only	emulates	over	consoles	8	including	NES,	Super	NES	and	Game	Boy,	but	does	an	incredible	job	in	it,	providing	play;128;	—	including	custom	controller	configurations.
You	can	follow	with	any	application	that	allows	you	to	select	customized	inputs.	To	configure	BSNES	we	simply	unload	it,	we	extract	the	folder	and	execute	the	executable	BSNES.	Once	launched,	navigate	to	Settings	â​​>	Configuration,	and	click	Input	in	the	sidebar.	Here	you	can	select	which	BSNES	game	system	you	want	to	configure.	Weâ’sta	to
configure	the	Super	NES	controller.	Letâ​​s	demonstrate	by	remaking	the	four	main	buttons	on	the	SNES	controller	from	the	keyboard	to	the	Xbox	360~four	main	buttons.	te	You	can	see	that,	by	default,	all	BSNES	mappings	are	based	on	the	keyboard	(therefore	the	KB0	variable	and	the	corresponding	key).	All	you	have	to	do	to	remake	the	shortcuts
from	keys	of	the	ZXAS	keyboard	configuration	in	which	they	are	present	at	the	controller	buttons	is	double-click	each	voice	with	the	mouse	and	press	the	button	on	the	Xbox	controller	in	this	way:	simply	repeat	the	process	for	all	the	buttons	you	want	to	map	to	the	Xbox	controller.	Once	you226;’	re	mapping,	it	ââ€TMs	A	Link	to	the	Past	just	as	we
remember	it:	control	block	in	hand	instead	of	fingers	squeezed	and	cramps	onSuccess!	What	about	emulators	and	games	where	you	can	play;	Cannon;	Configure	inputs	how	can	you	with	BSnes?	To	this	end	you226;	128;	Â	™	will	have	to	resort	to	a	question	of	third	parties;	We	show	you	how	to	do	it	next	section.	Configuring	emulators	and	games	with
limited	customization	options	Configuring	an	emulator	or	game	When	you	easily	accept	Gamepad	buttons	Press	as	legitimate	input	(as	we	have	demonstrated	BSnes	does	in	the	previous	guide	section)	makes	it	easy	to	configure	the	controller	as	you	can	customize	each	Button	to	your	heart	Ã	¢	â	€	™	content.	What	happens	if	the	game	is	Ã	¢	â	€	t
accepts	custom	inputs	or,	if	it	does,	the226;	â	€	™	are	limited	to	the	actual	keys	and	mouse	clicks?	If	you226;	â	€	I	am	in	this	situation,	youÃ	¢	â	€	are	not	unlucky.	Thanks	to	the	dedication	of	Jonathan	Firth,	the	one-man	encoding	operation	behind	the	popular	Xbox	XPader	configuration	tool,	it	¢	â	€	™	™	â	€	™	â	â	â	™	â	™	â	™	â	™	â	™	â	™	Â	™	™	™	™
™	Â	™	™	™	™	Mouse	Input	The	game	requires	you	to	use.	XPADER	Not	only	does	it	work	wonderfully	with	the	Xbox	controller,	but	also	customizable	it	¢	â	€	™	s	to	work	with	any	gamepad	or	input	device	recognized	by	Windows.	There226;	â	€	™	is	a	thriving	community	of	gamers	that	make	unique	profiles	for	xpader	for	each	playing	device	under	the
sun.	LetÃ	¢	â	€	s,	look	at	the	installation	and	configuration	of	XPadder.	XPADERDER	is	a	portable	application,	once	you	have	purchased	the	app	and	downloaded	the	executable,	just	choose	a	folder	for	it	and	go	through	a	basic	initial	configuration.	We	parked	the	app	in	our	Dopbox	/	Portable	app	/	folder.	At	the	first	launch	you	Ã	¢	â	€	™	See	some
information	on	the	app,	click	until	you	reach:	Here	you	can	choose	to	have	the	profiles	and	other	information	saved	both	in	the	My	Documents	folder	or	the	location	of	the	program.	We	like	to	keep	our	portable	applications	ordered	so	we	have	chosen	to	keep	all	the	data	with	the	position	of	the	program.	Next,	you	can	choose	to	associate	XPadder’s
unique	profiles	with	the	application.	We	have	chosen	to	associate	the	file	to	save	some	time	in	the	future.	When	youÃ¢	128;the	minimum	conditions	have	been	met	Configuration,	you	were	kicked	in	the	main	app	interface.	At	this	time	it	seems	pretty	good	as	the	app	is	not	provided	without	default	controller	configuration.	Fortunately	setting	one	is
easy	and	once	you	have	mapped	the	controller	you	can	use	the	template	to	create	profiles	for	all	your	games.	First	you	will	need	a	basic	controller	image	to	facilitate	the	mapping	of	controls.	You	could	create	your	own	from	scratch,	but	this	is	a	lot	of	effort	when	the	job	has	already	been	done	for	you.	It	is	time	to	hit	the	XPadder	controller	database
and	choose	the	configuration	module	for	our	controller.	We	really	liked	the	image	in	style	explosive-pulsants	clean	in	the	Xbox	360	/	Xbox	360	/	category	of	Oke	Doke	and	opted	to	use	it	as	the	basis	of	our	build.	To	use	the	image	simply	right-click	and	copy	it	into	the	browser,	then	click	the	Small	controller	icon	on	the	top	right	side	of	the	XPadder
interface	to	access	the	menu.	From	there,	click	Settings	to	create	the	controller	profile.	From	within	the	Settings	menu,	click	the	Pasta	button	to	paste	the	controller	image.	Once	the	image	is	glued,	you	can	start	clicking	on	the	items	in	the	navigation	sidebar	like	sticks,	dpads	and	buttons.	Each	voice	will	guide	you	through	pressing	the	buttons	on	the
controller.	Whenever	you	assign	a	button,	you	can	drag	it	to	the	appropriate	place	on	the	visual	map	we	just	pasted	into	the	interface	(see	screenshot	above	to	see	which	layout	is	after	all	buttons	have	been	dragged	into	location).	Click	OK	to	return	to	the	main	interface.	Take	a	moment	to	save	the	default	white	configuration	before	you	start	editing	it.
Click	the	controller	icon	again	to	pull	the	menu	andSave	how.	We	have	saved	it	with	an	appropriately	clear	title	for	future	reference:	at	this	point	we	have	a	blank	board	to	assign	each	button	on	our	GamePad	a	specific	value.	Let’s	go	back	for	a	moment	for	a	moment	to	Bsnes	and	pretend	that	the	app	was	absolutely	not	us	to	configure	buttons	other
than	the	default	ones.	Using	Xpadder	we	can	easily	bypass	any	game	with	fixed	buttons	assigning	these	buttons	as	we	see	fit.	The	default	value	in	BSNES	for	the	four	buttons	of	the	primary	controller	is	the	ZXAS	key	assignment	for	the	Super	NES	BAYX	buttons.	Assuming	we	cannot	reconfigure	these	buttons,	we	can	easily	assign	keyboard	values	to
buttons	by	clicking	on	the	specific	button	we	want	to	assign	in	Xpadder.	This	way	a	virtual	keyboard	is	displayed:	Using	the	virtual	keyboard	we	can	assign	the	keys	of	the	ZXAS	keyboard	to	the	BAYX	buttons	on	the	Xbox	controller	in	this	way:	Continue	the	process	of	assigning	buttons	until	you	have	mapped	all	the	buttons	needed	for	your	game.	Once
finished,	click	on	the	floppy	disk	icon	on	the	right	side	of	the	interface	next	to	Untitled	Profile	to	save	your	game	profile.	You	can	create	all	the	profiles	you	want	for	your	various	games	and	emulators.	Here	is	an	example	of	Xpadder	used	to	control	a	mixed	character	in	the	popular	Diablo	III	game	with	a	controller	at	360o	(you	can	download	the
controller	profile	here):	While	customizing	the	controller	profiles	allows	you	to	accurately	control	the	results	(this	way	you	can	keep	your	keyboard	and	mouse	settings	completely	intact	while	creating	a	controller	profile	above	key	combinations),	save	a	lot	of	time	by	visiting	the	Xpadder	forum	and	grabbing	one	of	the	hundreds	of	game	profiles	other
players	have	already	created	for	you.	Whether	it's	mapping	button	inputs	inside	the	game	or	using	Xpadder	to	help	you	map	buttons	to	any	number	of	keyboard	settings,	you	can	virtually	play	any	game	on	your	computer	using	a	convenient	Xbox	360	controller.
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