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WordReference Random House Learner's Dictionary of American English 2025main1/men/USA pronunciation adj.[before a noun] chief in size, extent, or importance:He had the main part in a play. Grammar(in a sentence) of or relating to the clause that can stand by itself; independent:In the sentencel'll see you when I get home,the main clause isI'll
see you. n.[countable]Civil Engineeringa principal pipe in a system used to carry and send water, gas, etc. Idioms in the main, most importantly:In the main, she has proposed a very good plan. with might and main, with strength or force. mainly, adv.: He got rich mainly from government contracts. WordReference Random House Unabridged
Dictionary of American English 2025mainl (mn),USA pronunciationadj. chief in size, extent, or importance; principal; leading:the company's main office; the main features of a plan. sheer; utmost, as strength or force:to lift a stoneby main force. of or pertaining to a broad expanse:main sea. Grammarsyntactically independent; capable of use in
isolation. Cf.dependent(def. 4), independent(def. 14), main clause. [Naut.] Nauticalof or pertaining to a mainmast. Nauticalnoting or pertaining to a sail, yard, boom, etc., or to any rigging belonging to a mainmast. Nauticalnoting any stay running aft and upward to the head of a mainmast:main topmast stay. [Obs.] having or exerting great strength or
force; mighty. having momentous or important results; significant. n.Civil Engineeringa principal pipe or duct in a system used to distribute water, gas, etc. physical strength, power, or force:to struggle with might and main. the chief or principal part or point:The main of their investments was lost during the war. [Literary.Jthe open ocean; high
sea:the bounding main. the mainland. Idiomsin the main, for the most part; chiefly:In the main, the novel was dull reading. adv.Dialect Terms[South Midland U.S.](chiefly Appalachian). very; exceedingly:The dogs treed a main big coon. v.i., v.t. Old Norse megenn, megn strong, partly independent use of Old English mgen (noun, nominal) taken as an
adjective, adjectival in compounds, as in mgen-weorc, literally, work of might bef. 900; (noun, nominal) Middle English meyn, mayn strength, power, Old English mgen, cognate with Old Norse megin(n), megn strength; (adjective, adjectival) Middle English mayn, partly 1. cardinal, prime, paramount, primary, capital. 2. pure, direct. 7. conduit. 8.
might. 1. secondary, least. 8. weakness. main2 (mn),USA pronunciationn. 156070; perh. special use of mainl; compare main chance Main (mn; Ger. mn),USA pronunciationn. Place Namesa river in central and W Germany, flowing W from the Bohemian Forest in N Bavaria into the Rhine at Mainz. 305 mi. (490 km) long. Collins Concise English
Dictionary HarperCollins Publishers::main /men/ adj (prenominal) chief or principal in rank, importance, size, etc sheer or utmost (esp in the phrase by main force) of, relating to, or denoting any gear, such as a stay or sail, belonging to the mainmast n a principal pipe, conduit, duct, or line in a system used to distribute water, electricity, etc (plural)
the main distribution network for water, gas, or electricity (as modifier): mains voltage the chief or most important part or consideration great strength or force (now chiefly in the phrase (with) might and main) literary the open ocean archaic short for Spanish Main archaic short for mainlandin the main, for the main on the whole; for the most
partEtymology: 13th Century: from Old English mgen strengthmain /men/ n a throw of the dice in dice games a cockfighting contest a match in archery, boxing, etcEtymology: 16th Century: of unknown originCollins Concise English Dictionary HarperCollins Publishers::Main /men; German: main/ n a river in central and W Germany, flowing west
through Wrzburg and Frankfurt to the Rhine. Length: about 515 km (320 miles) chief in size, extent, or importance; principal; leading.the company's main office;the main features of a plan.Synonyms: capital, primary, paramount, prime, cardinalAntonyms: least, secondarysheer; utmost, as strength or force.to lift a stone by main force.Synonyms:
unqualified, pureof or relating to a broad expanse.Grammar.syntactically independent; capable of use in isolation.Nautical.of or relating to a mainmast.noting or pertaining to a sail, yard, boom, etc., or to any rigging belonging to a mainmast.noting any stay running aft and upward to the head of a mainmast.Obsolete.having or exerting great strength
or force; mighty.having momentous or important results; significant.a principal pipe or duct in a system used to distribute water, gas, etc.physical strength, power, or force.to struggle with might and main.the chief or principal part or point.The main of their investments was lost during the war.Literary.the open ocean; high sea.the mainland.Usually
mains a main course in a meal.The restaurant offers four mains: one chicken, two beef, and one fish.South Midland U.S. (chiefly Appalachian).very; exceedingly.The dogs treed a main big coon.chief or principal in rank, importance, size, etcsheer or utmost (esp in the phrase by main force )nautical of, relating to, or denoting any gear, such as a stay or
sail, belonging to the mainmastobsoletesignificant or importantCollins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012a principal pipe, conduit, duct, or line in a system used to distribute water, electricity,
etc(plural)the main distribution network for water, gas, or electricity( as modifier )the chief or most important part or considerationgreat strength or force (now chiefly in the phrase ( with ) might and main )literarythe open oceanarchaicshort for Spanish Mainarchaicshort for mainlandon the whole; for the most partCollins English Dictionary
Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012a throw of the dice in dice gamesa cockfighting contesta match in archery, boxing, etcCollins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co.
Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012a river in central and W Germany, flowing west through Wrzburg and Frankfurt to the Rhine. Length: about 515 km (320 miles)Collins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins
Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 20120rigin of main1First recorded before 900; Middle English noun main(e), mayn(e) strength, power, Old English mgen, megen, cognate with Old Norse magn, megin, megn strength; Middle English adjective main(e), partly from Old Norse megin-, megn strong, partly from Old English noun
mgen used in compounds, as in mgen-weorc mighty workOrigin of main2First recorded in 156070; origin uncertain; perhaps special use of main 1; compare main chanceOrigin of main1C13: from Old English mgen strengthOrigin of main2Examples have not been reviewed.In Edinburgh, drivers face a 6 tariff for a 10-minute stay at a specific drop-off
zone yards from the main terminal building."There is the issue of climate change, that it doesn't rain anymore, but the main impact has been caused by extractive mining," he says.He said polysilicon was "a key social issue facing our industry, with the risk of forced labour in the main mining areas".Three people were killed Friday in an explosion at
the arson and explosives unit at Biscailuz Center, the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Departments main training academy in East L.A., authorities said.One of the main players in today's conflict - the M23 rebels - emerged from a failed peace deal 16 years ago that never delivered on demobilisation.Definitions and idiom definitions from Dictionary.com
Unabridged, based on the Random House Unabridged Dictionary, Random House, Inc. 2023Idioms from The American Heritage Idioms Dictionary copyright 2002, 2001, 1995 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing
Company.MaimonidesMainbocherBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppgqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact usCookies, terms, & privacyHelpFollow usGet the Word of the Day every day! 2025 Dictionary.com, LLC Meanings Synonyms Sentences Most important; principal. Exerted to the utmost; sheer. Chief in size, extent, importance,
etc.; principal; leading; specif., designating a large central unit on which subsidiaries or branches depend. Of, near, or connected with the mainmast or mainsail. More Adjective Definitions (4) The principal or most important part or point. Physical strength; force; power. A principal pipe, conduit, or line in a distribution system for water, gas,
electricity, etc. The high, or open, sea; ocean. More Noun Definitions (12) by main force (or strength) From Middle English main, mayn, meyn, partly from Old English mgen- ("strong, principal, main"; used in combination), from Old English men (strength"), and partly from Old Norse megn, megenn (strong, main"); both from Proto-Germanic *magin
(strength, power, might"), *maginaz (strong"), from Proto-Indo-European *mogh-, *megh- (power"). Cognate with Old High German megn (strong, mighty"), German Mge, Vermgen (power, wealth"). Akin also to Old English magan (to be able to"). More at may. From Wiktionary Middle English from Old English mgen strength magh- in Indo-European
roots From American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 5th EditionFrom Old English mgen (strength"), later also taking senses from the adjective. From Wiktionary French main (hand"); compare manual. From Wiktionary Also found in: Thesaurus, Medical, Legal, Financial, Acronyms, Idioms, Encyclopedia, Wikipedia. chief: the main
person in charge; principal: main reasonNot to be confused with:mane neck hair of an animal; a persons long hair: a luxurious maneAbused, Confused, & Misused Words by Mary Embree Copyright 2007, 2013 by Mary Embree (mn, mn) A river rising in eastern Germany and flowing about 525 km (325 mi) generally westward to the Rhine River at
Mainz. (mn)adj.1. Most important; principal. See Synonyms at chief.2. Exerted to the utmost; sheer: "They took her off the sled by main strength" (Jack London).3. Nautical Connected to or located near the mainmast: a main skysail.4. Obsolete Of or relating to a continuous area or stretch, as of land or water.n.1. The chief or largest part: His ideas
are, in the main, impractical.2. The principal pipe or conduit in a system for conveying water, gas, oil, or other utility.3. Physical strength: fought with might and main.6. Nautical 7. The main dish of a meal: "Unsurprisingly, the mains and their house-made condiments were the standouts of a recent meal" (Lindsey Tramuta).American Heritage
Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition. Copyright 2016 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. (men) adj (prenominal) 1. chief or principal in rank, importance, size, etc2. sheer or utmost (esp in the phrase by main force)3. (Nautical Terms)
nautical of, relating to, or denoting any gear, such as a stay or sail, belonging to the mainmast4. obsolete significant or importantn5. (Civil Engineering) a principal pipe, conduit, duct, or line in a system used to distribute water, electricity, etc6. (Civil Engineering) (plural) a. the main distribution network for water, gas, or electricityb. (as modifier):
mains voltage. 7. the chief or most important part or consideration8. great strength or force (now chiefly in the phrase (with) might and main)9. (Nautical Terms) literary the open ocean10. (Historical Terms) archaic short for Spanish Main11. (Nautical Terms) archaic short for Spanish Main12. (Physical Geography) archaic short for mainland13. in
the main for the main on the whole; for the most part[C13: from Old English mgen strength] (men) nl. (Gambling, except Cards) a throw of the dice in dice games2. (Games, other than specified) a cockfighting contest3. (General Sporting Terms) a match in archery, boxing, etc (men; German main) n (Placename) a river in central and W Germany,
flowing west through Wrzburg and Frankfurt to the Rhine. Length: about 515 km (320 miles)Collins English Dictionary Complete and Unabridged, 12th Edition 2014 HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2014 (men) adj. 1. chief in size, extent, or importance; principal; leading. 2. syntactically independent. 3.
pertaining to or connected to a mainmast or mainsail. 4. sheer; utmost: by main strength. 5. Obs. of or pertaining to a broad expanse: main sea. n. 6. a principal pipe or duct in a system used to distribute water, gas, etc. 7. physical strength or force: might and main. 8. the chief part or point: in the main, a good plan. 9. the open ocean: the bounding
main. [before 900; Middle English meyn, strength, power, Old English mgen, derivative of the Germanic v. base *mag- may1l;] Main (men, man) n. a river in central Germany, flowing W from N Bavaria into the Rhine at Mainz. 305 mi. (490 km) long. Random House Kernerman Webster's College Dictionary, 2010 K Dictionaries Ltd. Copyright 2005,
1997, 1991 by Random House, Inc. All rights reserved. Nounl.main - any very large body of (salt) waterbody of water, water - the part of the earth's surface covered with water (such as a river or lake or ocean); "they invaded our territorial waters"; "they were sitting by the water's edge"hydrosphere - the watery layer of the earth's surface; includes
water vaporoffing - the part of the sea that can be seen from the shore and is beyond the anchoring area; "there was a ship in the offing"territorial waters - the waters surrounding a nation and its territories over which that nation exercises sovereign jurisdiction2.main - a principal pipe in a system that distributes water or gas or electricity or that
collects sewageelectric main - a main that distributes electricitygas main - a main that distributes gasinfrastructure, base - the stock of basic facilities and capital equipment needed for the functioning of a country or area; "the industrial base of Japan"pipage, pipe, piping - a long tube made of metal or plastic that is used to carry water or oil or gas
etc.sewer line, sewer main - a main in a sewage systemwater main - main (a pipe or conduit) for conveying waterAdj.1.main - most important element; "the chief aim of living"; "the main doors were of solid glass"; "the principal rivers of America"; "the principal example"; "policemen were primary targets"; "the master bedroom"; "a master
switch"chief, master, principal, primaryimportant, of import - of great significance or value; "important people"; "the important questions of the day"2.main - (of a clause) capable of standing syntactically alone as a complete sentence; "the main (or independent) clause in a complex sentence has at least a subject and a verb"grammar - the branch of
linguistics that deals with syntax and morphology (and sometimes also deals with semantics)dependent, subordinate - (of a clause) unable to stand alone syntactically as a complete sentence; "a subordinate (or dependent) clause functions as a noun or adjective or adverb within a sentence"3.main - of force; of the greatest possible intensity; "by main
strength"intense - possessing or displaying a distinctive feature to a heightened degree; "intense heat"; "intense anxiety"; "intense desire"; "intense emotion"; "the skunk's intense acrid odor"; "intense pain"; "enemy fire was intense"Based on WordNet 3.0, Farlex clipart collection. 2003-2012 Princeton University, Farlex Inc.adjectivel. chief, leading,
major, prime, head, special, central, particular, necessary, essential, premier, primary, vital, critical, crucial, supreme, outstanding, principal, cardinal, paramount, foremost, predominant, pre-eminent My main concern now is to protect the children. chief least, minor, secondary, dependent, lesser, subordinate, trivial, insignificant, unimportant,
auxiliary2. sheer, direct, entire, pure, mere, absolute, utter, utmost, downright, brute, undisguised She had to be held back by main force.Collins Thesaurus of the English Language Complete and Unabridged 2nd Edition. 2002 HarperCollins Publishers 1995, 2002adjectiveMost important, influential, or significant:capital, cardinal, chief, first,
foremost, key, leading, major, number one, paramount, premier, primary, prime, principal, top.The American Heritage Roget's Thesaurus. Copyright 2013, 2014 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. hlavnhlavn veden/potrubhoved-
hovedledningvigtigsteHaupt-HauptleitunghauptschlichMainHaupt-...principaltubera principalcaera principalcapitalcentralp-pasiallinenpjohtovaltaisolaikrodio spyruoklmagistralpagrindin linijavyraujanti kryptis/tendencijaemynasbelangrijkstbelangrijkstehoofd-hoofdzakelijkhoofdzakelijkehuvud-huvudsakligallmngenerell [men]B. N2. (liter) the main (=
open sea) la mar ocanathe Spanish Main el Mar CaribeCollins Spanish Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged 8th Edition 2005 William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1971, 1988 HarperCollins Publishers 1992, 1993, 1996, 1997, 2000, 2003, 2005Collins English/French Electronic Resource. HarperCollins Publishers 2005Collins German Dictionary Complete
and Unabridged 7th Edition 2005. William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1980 HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1997, 1999, 2004, 2005, 2007Collins Italian Dictionary 1st Edition HarperCollins Publishers 1995 (mein) adjective chief, principal or most important. the main purpose; the main character in the story. hoof principal hlavn Haupt-... hoved- , principal
pea- p- principal , glavni f utama aal-, megin- principale , pagrindinis, svarbiausias galvenais utama hoofd-hoved-gwny, przewanie principal principal , hlavn glaven glavni huvudsaklig, viktigast, huvud- temel, ana chnh; quan trng nht noun (also mains) the chief pipe or cable in a branching system of pipes or cables. The water's been turned off at the
main(s); (also adjective) the mains electricity supply. hoofpyp, hoofkabel duto principal hlavn veden/potrub die Hauptleitung; Haupt-... hovedledning; hoved- , conducto principal, tubera principal, caera principal peajuhe, magistraaltoru psytt conduite matresse , glavni vod fvezetk; hlzat induk aal tubatura principale , ) pagrindin linija, magistral
maistrle induk hoofdleiding hovedledning magistrala, sie fonte coloan/conduct principal hlavn vedenie / potrubie glavni vod napeljave glavni vod huvudledning ebeke, ana boru ng trc chnh; mng li chnh mainly adverb more (of) the thing mentioned than anything else; mostly or largely. This skirt is mainly dark grey. hoofsaaklik principalmente pevn
hauptschlich mest; overvejende , principalmente, sobre todo, en su mayora peamiselt pasiassa principalement poglavito, uglavnom tbbnyire, fleg terutama aallega principalmente , daugiausia, i esms galvenokrt terutama voornamelijk hovedsakelig, frst og fremst, overveiendegwnie principalmente n special, n cea mai mare parte ; prevane v glavhem
uglavnom huvudsakligen, mest, till strsta delen balca, daha ok ; ch yu; phn In mainland noun a large piece of land as compared with neighbouring islands. Britain is not part of the mainland of Europe. vasteland continente pevnina das Festland fastland continente, tierra firme manner mannermaa continent kopno szrazfld daratan utama meginland
continente emynas cietzeme tanah besar vastelandfastlandkontynent continente continent pevnina celina kopno fastland anakara lc a mainspring noun the chief spring, especially the spring that causes the wheels to move in a watch or clock. slagveer mola principal hnac pero die Haupttriebfeder drivkraft; hovedfjeder muelle real kiguvedru
kellonjousi ressort principal glavna opruga, glavni pokreta frug per utama gangfjur molla principale () laikrodio spyruokl galven atspere sebab utama veerdrivfjr gwna spryna mola principal arc motor hnacia pruina glavno pero v uri spiralna opruga drivfjder byk zemberek, ana yay dy ct mainstream noun the chief direction or trend of a system of
theories, developments etc. the mainstream of traditional art. hoofstroom corrente hlavn proud die Hauptstrmung hovedstrmning , corriente principal phihoovus valtavirta courant dominant pravac, usmjerenje f ram/(irny)vonal/vonulat kecenderungan meginstraumur, rkjandi stefna corrente principale , vyraujanti kryptis/tendencija tendence, galvenais
virziens aliran utama heersende stroming hovedtendens/-strmning gwny nurt corrente curent dominant , hlavn prd glavna smer glavni tok huvudstrmning, ledande riktning ana gr/eilim xu th ch o Kernerman English Multilingual Dictionary 2006-2013 K Dictionaries Ltd. hlavn vigtigste Haupt- principal p- principal glavni principale hoofd- hoved- gwny
principal huvud- temel ch yu Multilingual Translator HarperCollins Publishers 2009 adv. principalmente, esencialmente. English-Spanish Medical Dictionary Farlex 2012 Want to thank TFD for its existence? Tell a friend about us, add a link to this page, or visit the webmaster's page for free fun content. Link to this page: This done, a broad,
semicircular line is cut round the hole, the hook is inserted, and the main body of the crew striking up a wild chorus, now commence heaving in one dense crowd at the windlass.If it properly accomplishes this main purpose, when the reader finishes it he should feel that his understanding of life and of people has been increased and broadened.For
gardens (speaking of those which are indeed princelike, as we have done of buildings), the contents ought not well to be under thirty acres of ground; and to be divided into three parts; a green in the entrance; a heath or desert in the going forth; and the main garden in the midst; besides alleys on both sides.Should any of them succeed in falling in
with friendly Indians, within a reasonable distance, and obtaining a supply of provisions and horses, they were to return to the aid of the main body: otherwise they were to shift for themselves, and shape their course according to circumstances; keeping the mouth of the Columbia River as the ultimate point of their wayfaring. THE main purpose of
this story is to appeal to the reader's interest in a subject which has been the theme of some of the greatest writers, living and dead -- but which has never been, and can never be, exhausted, because it is a subject eternally interesting to all mankind.He had been seated before the door of the main house.Wyeth travelled for a considerable distance to
the southwest, in company with Milton Sublette, when they separated; and the former, with eleven men, the remnant of his band, pushed on for Snake River; kept down the course of that eventful stream; traversed the Blue Mountains, trapping beaver occasionally by the way, and finally, after hardships of all kinds, arrived, on the 29th of October, at
Vancouver, on the Columbia, the main factory of the Hudson's Bay Company.Nalasu would give Jerry a series of instructions, such as, going on a scout by himself, to go to the nest, then circle about it widely, to continue to the other clearing where were the fruit trees, to cross the jungle to the main path, to proceed down the main path toward the
village till he came to the great banyan tree, and then to return along the small path to Nalasu and Nalasu's house.Valparaiso -- Portillo Pass -- Sagacity of Mules -- Mountain- torrents -- Mines, how discovered -- Proofs of the gradual Elevation of the Cordillera -- Effect of Snow on Rocks -- Geological Structure of the two main Ranges, their distinct
Origin and Upheaval -- Great Subsidence -- Red Snow -- Winds -- Pinnacles of Snow -- Dry and clear Atmosphere -- Electricity -- Pampas -- Zoology of the opposite Side of the Andes -- Locusts -- Great Bugs -- Mendoza -- Uspallata Pass -- Silicified Trees buried as they grew -- Incas Bridge -- Badness of the Passes exaggerated -- Cumbre -- Casuchas --
Valparaiso.It were a main place for pirates once, and a hand we had on board knowed all their names for it.Thus we started up toward the main floor of the building.They sat by a window that looked over the roof of a small frame building into Main Street. being the largest or most important of its kindWe have our main meal at lunchtime.Reception is
in the main building.Poor housing and unemployment are the main problems.Loss of habitat is the main reason for the bird's decline.The main thing is to stay calm.Synonyms mainmainmajor key central principal chief primeThese words all describe somebody/something that is the largest or most important of its kind.main [only before noun] largest or
most important:Be careful crossing the main road.The main thing is to remain calm.major [usually before noun] very large or important:He played a major role in setting up the system. When major is used with the or my/your/his/her/our/their it means the largest or most important: Our major concern here is combating poverty. In this meaning it is
only used to talk about ideas or worries that people have, not physical things, and it is also more formal than main: Be careful crossing the major road. The major thing is to remain calm. key [usually before noun] most important; essential:He was a key figure in the campaign. Key is used most frequently in business and political contexts. It can be
used to talk about ideas, or the part that somebody plays in a situation, but not physical things. It is slightly more informal than major, especially when used after a noun and linking verb: Speed is key at this point. central (rather formal) most important:The central issue is that of widespread racism. Central is used in a similar way to key, but is more
formal. It is most frequently used in the phrase something is central to something else. principal [only before noun] (rather formal) most important:The principal reason for this omission is lack of time. Principal is mostly used for statements of fact about which there can be no argument. To state an opinion, or to try to persuade somebody of the facts
as you see them, it is more usual to use key or central: The key/central issue here is chief [only before noun] (rather formal) most important:Unemployment was the chief cause of poverty.prime [only before noun] (rather formal) most important; to be considered first:My prime concern is to protect my property.Patternsa/the
main/major/key/central/principal/chief/prime aim/concerna/the main/major/principal road/town/citythe main/key thing is toto be of major/key/central/prime importanceExtra ExamplesPlease use the main entrance.Our main concern is safety.There were three main political parties in the country.The main character in this movie is Lucky, an Irish
setter.Try to summarize the main points of your argument.The main event is preceded by four bouts, including a five-round title fight.Topics Cooking and eatingalWord OriginMiddle English: from Old English mgen physical force, reinforced by Old Norse meginn, megn strong, powerful, both from a Germanic base meaning have power. "Main River"
redirects here. For other uses, see Main River (disambiguation).The Main (German pronunciation: [man] ) is the longest tributary of the Rhine, one of the major European rivers. It rises as the White Main in the Fichtel Mountains of northeastern Bavaria[a] and flows west through central Germany for 525 kilometres (326mi) to meet the Rhine below
Rsselsheim, Hesse. The cities of Mainz and Wiesbaden are close to the confluence. MainThe Main River in WrzburgPosition of the Main in GermanyLocationCountryGermanyPhysicalcharacteristicsSourcelocationUpper Franconiacoordinates50511N 112354E / 50.08639N 11.39833E / 50.08639; 11.39833elevation895 metres (at
Weissmainquelle)MouthlocationRhinecoordinates495940N 81736E / 49.99444N 8.29333E / 49.99444; 8.29333elevation83m (272ft)Length524.9km (326.2mi) [1]Basin size27,208km2 (10,505sqmi) [1]Dischargeaverage200m3/s (7,100cuft/s)BasinfeaturesProgressionRhine North SeaThe largest cities on the Main are Frankfurt am Main, Offenbach am
Main and Wrzburg.[2] It is the longest river lying entirely in Germany (if the Weser-Werra are considered separate).The Main flows through the north and north-west of the state of Bavaria and then across southern Hesse; against the latter it demarcates a third state, Baden-Wrttemberg, east and west of Wertheim am Main, the northernmost town of
that state. The upper end of its basin opposes that of the Danube where the watershed is recognised by natural biologists, sea salinity studies (and hydrology science more broadly) as the European Watershed.The Main begins near Kulmbach in Franconia at the joining of its two headstreams, the Red Main (Roter Main) and the White Main (Weier
Main). The Red Main originates in the Franconian Jura mountain range, 50km (31mi) in length, and runs through Creussen and Bayreuth. The White Main originates in the Fichtel Mountains; it is 41km (25mi) long. In its upper and middle section, the Main runs through the valleys of the German Highlands. Its lower section crosses the Lower Main
Lowlands (Hanau-Seligenstadt Basin and northern Upper Rhine Plain) to Wiesbaden, where it discharges into the Rhine. Major tributaries of the Main are the Regnitz, the Franconian Saale, the Tauber, and the Nidda.[3]The name Main originates from Latin Moenis, Moenus or Menus. It is not related to the name of the city Mainz (Latin: Mogontiacum
or Moguntiacum).The Main is navigable for shipping from its mouth at the Rhine close to Mainz for 396km (246mi) to Bamberg. Since 1992, the Main has been connected to the Danube via the Rhine-Main-Danube Canal and the highly regulated Altmhl river. The Main has been canalized with 34 large locks (30012m or 98439ft) to allow CEMT class V
vessels (11011.45m or 360.937.6ft) to navigate the total length of the river. The 16 locks in the adjacent Rhine-Main-Danube Canal and the Danube itself are of the same dimensions.[citation needed]Dams along the MainThere are 34 weirs and locks along the 380km navigable portion of the Main, from the confluence with the Regnitz near Bamberg,
to the Rhine.[4]No.: Number of the lock (from upstream to downstream).Name: Name of the lock.Location: City or town where the lock is located.Year built: Year when the lock was put into operation (replacement dates are also listed where applicable).Main-km: Location on the Main, measured from the Okm stone in Mainz-Kostheim. The reference
point is the center of the lock or lock group.Distance between locks: length in km of impoundment (between adjacent locks).Altitude: Height in meters above mean sea level of the upper water at normal levels.Height: Height of the dam in meters (the height of the Kostheim lock depends on the water level of the Rhine).Lock length: Usable length of
the lock chamber in meters.Lock width: Usable width of the lock chamber in meters.No.NameLocationYear builtMain-kmDistance between locks (km)Altitude (m)Height (m)Lock length (m)Lock width (m)1VierethViereth-Trunstadt1925380.699230.866.00289.8012.002LimbachEltmann1951367.17613.523224.865.36299.1012.003KnetzgauKnetzgau
(Hafurt)1958359.7817.395219.504.24298.8512.0040ttendorfGdheim1962345.26314.518215.267.59301.6012.005SchweinfurtSchweinfurt1963332.03713.226207.674.67300.6012.006GarstadtBergrheinfeld1956323.5038.534203.004.69299.7512.007WipfeldWipfeld1950316.2897.214198.314.31300.1512.008Gerlachshausen mit VolkachVolkach
(Schwarzach am Main)1957300.50615.783194.006.30300.0012.009DettelbachDettelbach1959295.3985.108187.705.50299.3512.0010KitzingenKitzingen1956283.97911.419182.203.66299.8012.001 1 MarktbreitMarktbreit (Frickenhausen am
Main)1955275.6818.298178.543.31296.4012.0012GomannsdorfOchsenfurt1952269.0286.653175.233.40296.9012.0013RandersackerWrzburg (Randersacker)1950258.88510.143171.833.30299.6012.0014WrzburgWrzburg1954252.5126.373168.532.75293.1012.0015ErlabrunnErlabrunn
(Thngersheim)1935241.20411.308165.784.15299.2012.0016HimmelstadtHimmelstadt1939232.2908.914161.634.30299.5012.0017HarrbachKarlstadt (Gemnden am Main)1939219.46612.824157.334.90299.4512.0018SteinbachLohr am Main1939200.67318.793152.435.14299.1012.0019RothenfelsRothenfels
(Marktheidenfeld)1937185.88714.786147.295.26298.4512.0020LengfurtTriefenstein1937174.50811.379142.033.99300.0811.9821EichelWertheim1937160.46714.041138.044.50299.9212.0022FaulbachWertheim (Faulbach)1935147.06513.402133.544.51299.8012.1023FreudenbergCollenberg
(Freudenberg)1934133.94813.117129.034.51300.0012.0024HeubachGroheubach (Miltenberg)1932122.36011.588124.524.00300.0012.0025KlingenbergKlingenberg am Main1930113.0509.310120.524.00300.7112.0526WallstadtKleinwallstadt (Growallstadt)1930101.20311.847116.524.00299.9312.00270bernauNiedernberg
(Aschaffenburg)193092.9098.294112.524.01299.1812.0028KleinostheimKleinostheim (Stockstadt am Main)1920 197277.90515.004108.516.80298.36298.2212.0412.0229KrotzenburgHainburg (Grokrotzenburg)1920198363.85014.055101.712.74302.30300.0112.0012.0030Mhlheim (formerly Kesselstadt)Maintal (Mhlheim am
Main)1920198053.18510.38598.973.77299.9012.04310ffenbachFrankfurt am Main (Offenbach am Main)1901195738.51414.67195.203.18344.03230.0712.0913.0532GriesheimFrankfurt am Main193428.6879.82792.024.49344.05344.3812.0015.0033EddersheimHattersheim am Main
(Kelsterbach)193415.55113.13687.533.61345.46344.2612.0515.0534KostheimHochheim am Main (Ginsheim-Gustavsburg)188619343.20912.34283.922.36(MW Rhine)341.90339.0215.00Door:12.00Chamber:20.00Most of the weirs or dams along the Main also have turbines for power generation.No.: Number of the dam/weir (from upstream to
downstream).Name: Name of the dam/weir.Height: Height of the dam/weir in meters (the height of the Kostheim dam depends on the water level of the Rhine).Power: Maximum power generation capacity in megawatts.Turbines: Type and number of turbines.Operator: Operator of the hydroelectric plant.No.NameHeight (m)Power
(MW)TurbinesOperator1Viereth6.006.20Francis(3), Kaplan(1)E.ON Wasserkraft2Limbach5.363.70Kaplan(2)E.ON Wasserkraft3Knetzgau4.242.90Kaplan(2)E.ON Wasserkraft4Ottendorf7.596.30Kaplan(2)E.ON Wasserkraft5Schweinfurt4.673.80Kaplan(2)E.ON Wasserkraft6Garstadt4.693.90Kaplan(2)E.ON Wasserkraft7Wipfeld4.312.90Kaplan(2)E.ON
Wasserkraft8Gerlachshausen mit Volkach6.303.90Kaplan(2)E.ON Wasserkraft9Dettelbach5.504.20Kaplan(2)E.ON Wasserkraft10Kitzingen3.663.00Kaplan(2)E.ON Wasserkraftl1Marktbreit3.312.10Kaplan(2)E.ON Wasserkraft12Gomannsdorf3.402.00Kaplan(2)E.ON Wasserkraftl1 3Randersacker3.302.00Kaplan(2)E.ON
Wasserkraft14Wrzburg2.750.90Kaplan(3)E.ON Wasserkraft15Erlabrunn4.152.70Kaplan(1)E.ON Wasserkraftl 6Himmelstadt4.302.50Kaplan(1)E.ON Wasserkraftl 7Harrbach4.903.00Kaplan(2)E.ON Wasserkraft18Steinbach5.144.20Kaplan(2)E.ON Wasserkraft1 9Rothenfels5.264.20Kaplan(2)E.ON Wasserkraft20Lengfurt3.992.60E.ON
Wasserkraft21Eichel4.503.10E.ON Wasserkraft22Faulbach4.514.10E.ON Wasserkraft23Freudenberg4.514.30E.ON Wasserkraft24Heubach4.003.40E.ON Wasserkraft25Klingenberg4.003.00E.ON Wasserkraft26Wallstadt4.003.40E.ON Wasserkraft270bernau4.013.20E.ON Wasserkraft28Kleinostheim6.809.70E.ON
Wasserkraft29Krotzenburg2.7430Mhlheim3.774.80E.ON Wasserkraft310ffenbach3.184.10E.ON Wasserkraft32Griesheim4.494.90Kaplan(3)Wasser- und Schifffahrtsamt Aschaffenburg33Eddersheim3.613.84Kaplan(3)Wasser- und Schifffahrtsamt Aschaffenburg34Kostheim2.364.9Kaplan Pit-Rohrturbinen(2)WKW Staustufe Kostheim/Main GmbH & Co.
KG (Gebaut und Betrieben von Stadtwerke Ulm/Neu-Ulm)The Main and its main tributariesTributaries from source to mouth:LeftRegnitzTauberMmlingRightRodach (Main)ItzFranconian SaaleAschaffKahlKinzigNiddaThe Main in Frankfurt at nightThe Main in Offenbach am MainConfluence into the Rhine at Mainz-KostheimAround Frankfurt are
several large inland ports. Because the river is rather narrow on many of the upper reaches, navigation with larger vessels and push convoys requires great skill. The largest cities along the Main are Frankfurt am Main, Offenbach am Main and Wrzburg. The Main also passes the following towns: Burgkunstadt, Lichtenfels, Bad Staffelstein, Eltmann,
Hafurt, Schweinfurt, Volkach, Kitzingen, Marktbreit, Ochsenfurt, Karlstadt, Gemnden, Lohr, Marktheidenfeld, Wertheim, Miltenberg, Obernburg, Erlenbach/Main, Aschaffenburg, Seligenstadt, Hainburg, Hanau, Hattersheim, Flrsheim, and Rsselsheim.The river has gained enormous importance as a vital part of European "Corridor VII", the inland
waterway link from the North Sea to the Black Sea.[5]Main article: Main line (political)In a historical and political sense, the Main line is referred to as the northern border of Southern Germany, with its predominantly Catholic population. The river roughly marked the southern border of the North German Federation, established in 1867 under
Prussian leadership as the predecessor of the German Empire.The river course also corresponds with the Speyer line isogloss between Central and Upper German dialects, sometimes mocked as Weiwurstquator.[6][7]The Main-Radweg is a major German bicycle path alongside the river. Approximately 600 kilometres long (370mi), it is the first long-
distance instance awarded 5stars by the General German Bicycle Club (ADFC) in 2008. It starts from Creuen or Bischofsgrn and ends in Mainz.[8]Roman camp at MarktbreitChain boat navigation on the MainKrassach (River)Footnotes”™ The Bavarian authorities define the source of the White Main as the source of the Main itself, although the sources
of the Red Main and the Franconian Rezat are actually further from the Rhine.Citations™ a b Complete table of the Bavarian Waterbody Register by the Bavarian State Office for the Environment (xIs, 10.3MB)”" "Main River | river, Germany". Encyclopedia Britannica. Retrieved 2021-02-04.” Uehlinger, Urs; Wantzen, Karl; Leuven, Rob S.E.W.; Arndt,
Hartmut (2009). "The Rhine River Basin". In Tockner, Klement; Uehlinger, Urs; Robinson, Christopher T. (eds.). Rivers of Europe. Academic Press. pp.238239. d0i:10.1016/B978-0-12-369449-2.00006-0. ISBN9780123694492. S2CID16401687.” "Daten und Fakten" [Facts and figures] (in German). Wasser- und Schifffahrtsdirektion Sd. June 2003.
Archived from the original on 13 June 2013. Retrieved 7 June 2009.” "NoorderSoft Waterways Database". Retrieved 2007-10-24.”~ Qvale, Per (12 May 2014). From St Jerome to Hypertext: Translation in Theory and Practice. Routledge. p.117. ISBN978-1-317-64053-0.” Carrington-Windo, Tristam; Kohl, Katrin (11 April 2013). Dictionary of
Contemporary Germany. Routledge. ISBN978-1-136-59537-0.” "Main-Radweg". Archived from the original on 7 November 2019. Retrieved 23 April 2013.Haus der Bayerischen Geschichte (ed.), Main und Meer - Portrt eines Flusses. Exhibition Catalogue to the Bayerische Landesausstellung 2013 (German). WBG. ISBN978-3-534-00010-4.Wikimedia
Commons has media related to Main (river).Look up main (river) in Wiktionary, the free dictionary.Wikisource has the text of a 1911 Encyclopdia Britannica article about the River Main.Main River Website on the River Main by the Tourist Board of Franconia. (in English)"Main". Collier's New Encyclopedia. 1921."Main". The New Student's Reference
Work. 1914.There is literature about Main (river) in the Hessian BibliographyWater levels of Bavarian riversWasser- und Schifffahrtsdirektion SdMain CyclewayHistorical map of the Main confluence at Steinenhausen from BayernAtlasRetrieved from " are the main features of html5 class 7. What are the building blocks of html5. What is html what are
the main features of html5. What is the basic structure of html5.
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