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In this blog, well show you some common bugs found in homes and why they end up there. We hope it helps you prevent and remove those unwanted pests living in your home rent-free. Is It Normal to Have Bugs in the House? In some senses, yes its normal to have bugs in the house. Small insects will be inside virtually every home on Earth. And its
not always a bad thing to have bugs around your property! Some bugs contribute to positive health by spreading microbial diversity. However, if you are noticing big bugs or seeing them pop up in large amounts, that can obviously start affecting your day-to-day life. Thats when you have to say no more and take action to remove these bugs and learn
how to best prevent them from coming back. Bugs and other home pests dont enter your home for no reason. Your home may attract pests due to food, shelter, or a place to nest. In order to avoid pests in the home, we recommend the following: Limit open food sources inside your house by keeping counters clear of crumbs, closing food containers,
and cleaning dirty dishes Do not have standing water inside or around your house Fix leaky pipes Make sure to have screens on windows and doors Close off any cracks or unregulated entry points for pests Use chimney caps and door sweeps Maintain your yard and compost areas Store trash properly Schedule regular pest control maintenance Avoid
damp firewood, cardboard boxes, and other enticing nesting material While some of these seem intuitive, most homeowners dont perform correct bug prevention methods until an issue arises. People often dont realize how easily pests can get into the home. Even exhaust fans, dryer vents, and small rips in window screens can allow pests into the
home. Establishing the best pest prevention practices for your home and regularly practicing them will keep you from needing to take further action. Read More: How Do I Prepare for Pest Control Treatment? There are times when you may have common house insects appear throughout your home. Noticing certain signs can help you recognize this
and stop an even worse pest infestation in the making: Spiders and ladybugs are both significant predators of many of the common household bugs that will infest your home. While you might think of spiders as a pest, it is likely that there are bigger issues on the horizon if you dont take action soon. This typically indicates termites hitting their heads
against the wall. By the time you have enough of them to hear these sounds, they have likely already established large colonies within your walls. Find out about pest control services immediately if you hear these tapping sounds repeatedly. Before youve got entire colonies burrowing in your walls, here are a couple of visible signs youve got termites
present in your home. The mud tubes on your external walls are built to protect colonies of termites as they burrow further into your walls. If you see them on any walls in your home, this is an immediate sign of invasion. Additionally, if there are tiny wood-colored pellets around your home, these are termite droppings. Also known as frass, these are
less nefarious on their own but a significant indicator that termites are at least exploring your house. Ants are one of the most common bugs in homes, and their presence is almost always related to food and water. Crumbs, open packages, and stagnant water are especially enticing to these scavengers. If the outside environment leaves them wanting
food or water, they will nest around your home to take yours and bring it back to their colony. An anthill outside might be a sign of one growing inside your walls, which could be a big problem. Either way, you dont want the problem to escalate, so its time to take action when you see an anthill outside your home. Many insects and pests move along
the same path to and from their nest and can leave claw marks, grease marks, or bite marks as they travel. Cockroaches will leave reddish-brown streaks, and while insect markings are not as easy to spot as mice or rats, they will often leave marks on white walls, carpets, or appliances. Check for damage to plants and fabric, as bugs might lay eggs or
feed on these as well. Published On: August 20, 2021 Updated On:April 4, 2023 From tiny pests that nibble through your furniture to unwelcome guests hiding in your bedding, common household insects can be more than just a nuisance. Many types of house bugs not only invade your living space but can also cause structural damage, contaminate
food, and even pose health risks. This guide explores some of the most common bugs in the house and how to identify them. We also give out top tips for dealing with each type of house bug. Ants are among the most common bugs in the house, and while many species are harmless, some can become problematic. Pharaoh Ants, in particular, are
notorious for their ability to infest homes. These tiny yellowish ants thrive in warm, humid environments and are known for contaminating food and spreading bacteria. Black garden ants, another common household insect, often invade kitchens in search of sugary treats. We can eradicate both types. Signs of an Ant Infestation: Trails of ants leading
to food sources. Small piles of dirt near entry points or cracks in walls. Prevention Tips: Keep food stored in airtight containers. Seal cracks and crevices where ants might enter. Bed Bugs are small red/brown coloured insects that feed on human blood at night. These elusive pests hide in mattresses, bed frames, and even cracks in walls, making them
difficult to spot until their bites appear. This common household insect often requires professional pest control. At Total Pest Control, we offer Bed Bug Heat Treatment services that do just that. Signs of a Bed Bug Infestation: Itchy, red bites on the skin often in lines or clusters. Blood stains or dark spots (fecal matter) on bedding or mattresses.
Prevention Tips: Regularly inspect and vacuum mattresses and furniture. Wash bedding at high temperatures. Cockroaches are hardy insects that can quickly become a major household pest. Common species like the German cockroach or American cockroach can contaminate food and spread diseases. This type of house bug is particularly drawn to
warm, damp environments such as kitchens and bathrooms. Read below for signs of an infestation and how to deal with them. Signs of a Cockroach Infestation: Foul odour caused by their droppings. Shed skin or egg cases near hiding spots. Prevention Tips: Keep surfaces clean and free of crumbs. Address leaks to remove moisture sources. Fleas are
a common household insect for pet owners, but they can also infest homes without animals, thriving in carpets, soft furnishings, and cracks in flooring. These tiny, wingless insects are highly mobile, jumping from one host to another or settling into upholstery and rugs, where they lay eggs and multiply. Their bites can cause irritation for both humans
and pets. Read our blog on 7 Signs of Fleas in the House & How To Avoid an Infestation for more information. Signs of a Flea Infestation: Frequent scratching in pets. Small red bites on your ankles or legs. Prevention Tips: Regularly treat pets with flea prevention products. Vacuum carpets and soft furnishings regularly. As previously mentioned,
Pharaoh Ants are particularly troublesome due to their resilience and ability to form multiple colonies. These tiny insects are a common bug in the house, often spreading bacteria and pathogens. Although home remedies can sometimes work, it is best to get in professional pest control services to eradicate them and prevent them from returning.
Signs of a Pharaoh Ant Infestation: Tiny yellowish ants moving in lines. Preference for warm, moist areas like kitchens and bathrooms. Prevention Tips: Keep food sealed and stored. Seek professional pest control for effective treatment. Silverfish are small, silver-coloured insects which vaguely resemble a fish. These nocturnal bugs thrive in damp,
dark areas like bathrooms, basements, and kitchens. They feed on starchy materials such as paper, glue, and fabrics, potentially damaging books and clothing. Although not the most common type of house bug, their presence can be particularly impactful. Signs of a Silverfish Infestation: Small holes in paper products or fabrics. Yellowish stains on
stored items. Prevention Tips: Reduce humidity in your home with dehumidifiers. Store items like books and clothing in sealed containers. Woodworm refers to the larvae of wood-boring beetles that burrow into and feed on timber, damaging wooden furniture, beams, and floors. Their activity leaves small holes and powdery frass, and over time, can
weaken the structural integrity of your home, leading to costly repairs if untreated. Read below to learn how to identify this common bug found in the house. Signs of a Woodworm Infestation: Tiny holes in wooden surfaces. Fine powder (frass) near infested wood. Prevention Tips: Treat wooden items with appropriate preservatives. Inspect furniture
and beams for signs of infestation. Dealing with an insect infestation can be overwhelming, but you dont have to face it alone. At Total Pest Control, we specialise in identifying and eliminating all types of house bugs, including ants, bed bugs, cockroaches, and more. Our team of expert technicians provide tailored solutions to protect your home and
family from pests, ensuring a bug-free environment. If youre struggling with common household insects, contact us today for fast, effective pest management services. Dont let bugs take over your homecall us now to reclaim your space! From occasional creepy crawlers to full-blown infestations, bugs are never a welcomed visitor in your home. Try as
you might; however, keeping them completely at bay is virtually impossible. If you come across pests, its important to identify them correctly. This will help you take the right steps to get rid of them quickly before they overtake or cause damage to your home. But how do I know what kind of bug is in my house? Below, we examine some of the
common signs and clues that can help determine what kind of bug is in your house. How Do I Know What Kind of Bug Is In My House?Do A Visual InspectionA simple visual inspection is one of the easiest ways to determine what kind of bug has made its way into your house. Examine the bug and take note of its size, shape, and color.For example:Is it
dark brown, black, or light brown in color?Does it have distinctive characteristics?Does the bug have a uniquely shaped body and markings?Is the bug as large as an inch or as small as 1/8 inch long?Look at what you see and search online, or use a guidebook to find insects that match what you saw.HabitatsKnowing a bugs habitat is another way to
determine what kind of pest youre dealing with. Different species have different living preferences. Some prefer warm, dark, and moist places, while others prefer cool, well-lit, hidden spots.Ripe fruit, for example, attracts fruit flies. You can also find them around drains, garbage disposals, and trash cans where they breed. Knowing where bugs live
can help you recognize the type and plan how to control them.Bug BehaviorBugs have different behaviors. Some are active at night, while others are active during the day. Do they march in a straight line, like ants, or run and attempt to hide when exposed to light and noise, like roaches? By paying attention to their behaviors, you may be able to
determine what kind of bug youre dealing with.Trails and DroppingsWhile it might sound gross (and yes, it is), the trails that bugs leave behind are some of the most powerful clues that tell you what kind of pests youre dealing with. For instance, roach droppings resemble coffee grounds, and termite frass can be likened to wood pellets. The waste
that bugs leave behind can provide you with invaluable insight.Odors and NoisesIt might be surprising, but bugs can and do create odors and sounds. Some species create distinctive scents and noises and can be clues about the type of pest you may have. For instance, crickets create a high-pitched chirp, while bed bugs generate a musty odor.Pay
attention to any odors and sounds that arise. These clues can help you correctly identify the critter in question.Type of DamageLast but not least, the type of damage left behind can help you identify the suspect. Termites and carpenter ants dine on wood, leaving behind distinctive tunnels, while roaches can leave grease marks on walls, steps, fabrics,
and furnishings.Check to see if the critters have caused any damage to your house, windows, doors, or possessions. If so, carefully examine the damage to determine what kind of pest youre dealing with.What Kind of Bug Is in My House?Knowledge is your most powerful weapon when removing unwanted pests from your home. Using the tips outlined
above, you should be able to identify the critter youre dealing with properly.You can create a plan of action that will allow you to remove them from the premises effectively. Plus, prevent them from entering your home in the future.Hire a Professional ABC Termite & Pest Control Company Omaha & LincolnFind a reputable pest control company in
Omaha or Lincoln that you TRUST and ask about their termite inspection and pest management services.You may think you are saving money however, a single misapplication could have significant and adverse or deadly consequences for you or your loved ones. Contact ABC Termite & Pest Control in Omaha & Lincoln, NE to talk with an
exterminator today!Recent Pest Control Articles Do you have an issue with common house bugs? Many Americans do, but these pest problems dont have to be a major pain. In my nearly two decades of experience as a pest control expert, Ive learned that controlling bug problems is often tougher than youd think, but its not impossible. In this guide, Il
present the top eight most common house bugs and the best ways to get rid of them. If youre struggling to find a solution to your pest problems, remember that the best pest control solution may be hiring a professional exterminator. Still, there are plenty of ways to keep your home bug free by taking DIY precautions. Read on to see eight of the most
common house bugs and how to keep them out of your home. Most bugs end up in your home because theyre seeking food and shelter. Some typical places where youll find bugs are near your trash cans, in your pantry and storage closets, near stagnant water, in clogged gutters, in drains, and by spilled food. Keeping a tidy home can help prevent
bugs, but its not foolproof. Bugs are attracted to the shelter from the elements your home provides, so they may infiltrate your home even if its free from garbage, food and crumbs. The most common household bugs in the United States include ants, cockroaches, termites, flies, spiders, mosquitoes, wasps, bees and bed bugs. Ill discuss their
characteristics, the potential damage they can cause and effective methods for eliminating and preventing them. Image Credit: Canva Ants are social insects that contaminate food and leave behind pheromone trails that lead other ants to the same location. Some of the most common household ants include carpenter ants, odorous house ants,
pavement ants and Argentine ants. To combat ant infestations, its essential to locate and seal their entry points to your home. Natural remedies such as peppermint oil or cinnamon can act as deterrents, and baiting methods using ant baits or homemade solutions can effectively eliminate ants from places like bedrooms, kitchens, and bathrooms. Ants
have slender bodies and distinctly segmented antennae. They come in various colors, including black, brown, red, or yellow, and can range in size from small to medium. Ants love kitchens and pantry areas as they gravitate to food and moisture sources. Ants and termites often set up shop in the same places, such as cracks and crevices in walls,
floors, or foundations, as well as in outdoor areas near gardens or tree stumps. One of the easiest, most affordable, and highly effective methods for dealing with ants Ive encountered in my years combating common household bugs is creating a barrier by applying a thin line of petroleum jelly or dish soap along entry points. This DIY control method
blocks their access to high-traffic areas and discourages infestation buildups. Image Credit: Canva Cockroaches are particularly bothersome pests that contaminate food, spread bacteria, and trigger allergies in some individuals. Unfortunately, theyre one of the most common bugs in households across the United States. Its important to eliminate food
and water sources, seal cracks and crevices, and use cockroach baits or gel-based insecticides to combat cockroach infestations as soon as you even think you may have an infestation. Cockroaches have flat, oval-shaped bodies and long antennae. Their size varies by species, with some measuring up to a few centimeters long. Cockroaches prefer
areas of the house that provide access to food, water and shelter. They often hide in kitchens, bathrooms, basements, crawl spaces, and cracks in your baseboards, floors and walls. Image Credit: Canva Termites are tiny pests with destructive feeding habits, particularly on wood and other cellulose materials. Theyre one of the most costly of the
common bugs in your house to deal with if left untreated. If you wait too long to tackle them, termites can cause significant damage to the structure of homes. You must often hire professionals to deal with termite infestations. Remedies such as liquid termiticides, bait systems, or fumigation may eliminate termite colonies and prevent further damage
to your property. Termites are small, with soft bodies and straight antennae. They typically have a pale or translucent appearance. Termites most often inhabit areas with high moisture levels, such as damp soil, rotting wood or areas with water leaks. Even more concerning, they can be present in the structural components of your home, including
foundations, walls, and wooden furniture, and can do extreme structural damage. As an experienced pest control professional, Ive found them most commonly in the crevices of cellulose-containing materials such as mattresses and couches. Read also: What are the bugs around windows? Image Credit: Canva Flies are extremely common pests that
buzz loudly and fly erratically around our homes. Theyre not just a nuisance they also pose health risks as they carry and spread diseases. You may be tempted to just swat them away, but thats not always the best solution. To get rid of flies long term, its important to remove their breeding sites. Look out for larvae, keep food and garbage properly
disposed of and tightly sealed, and use fly traps or insecticides designed explicitly for the species. House flies are small insects with two wings and a compact body. They have large compound eyes, which give them excellent vision and the ability to detect movement. Common house flies are attracted to areas where organic waste or exposed food is
plentiful, such as garbage cans, kitchens, and outdoor spaces. These flying critters easily enter homes through open windows or doors. Fruit flies, conversely, are attracted to the scent of rotten and fermented fruit. Thankfully, most flies dont require a professional exterminator unless theres a serious underlying problem leading them to be attracted
to your home. Most fly infestations Ive dealt with were easily remedied by employing a few fly traps and sticky tapes and keeping an extra-clean home especially the kitchen sink, trash cans, and litter boxes. Tidiness generally goes a long way in eliminating potential breeding sites. Cover trash cans, repair screensand regularly empty and clean pet
waste areas. Image Credit: Canva Spiders are wingless creatures (technically, theyre not insects) that are more scary (to many) than destructive. These common household pests have four pairs of legs and come in various sizes, colors, and shapes. Some species are harmless, while others are venomous. Spiders are among North Americas most
misunderstood common house bugs. While theyre beneficial for controlling other insects, their presence can be unsettling, and a few species are dangerous. Reducing their food sources (other insects) is vital to managing spider populations. If necessary, pest control methods, including spider traps or insecticides, are highly effective. Spiders have
eight legs sometimes short, sometimes long. They can be smooth or hairy. Theyre known for a distinctive two-part body structure: the cephalothorax and the abdomen. They vary in size, shape, and color (light and dark brown are common colors), with some species featuring unique patterns. Spiders are commonly found in areas of the home that
provide plenty of shelter and food. They prefer undisturbed locations such as corners, crevices, and areas with low human activity, like basements, attics, garages, and outdoor structures. Image Credit: Canva Mosquitoes are one of the most annoying common bugs in your house. These literal bloodsuckers can give you itchy bites and transmit
diseases including malaria, Dengue fever and Zika virus. To reduce mosquito populations, its important to remove standing water sources. You can do this by emptying containers and cleaning gutters. You can also use mosquito repellents, and screens on doors and windows. Mosquitoes are small flying insects with slender bodies, long, skinny legs
and two wings. They have a proboscis that enables them to feed on the blood of humans and animals. Mosquitoes are commonly found in areas with standing water, as they require it for breeding. They are often present near ponds, lakes, stagnant pools and even small water-filled containers. Ive found that the best way to prevent mosquitoes is to
keep flower pots, birdbaths, gutters, and other containers around your yard and garden free of standing water. Consider using outdoor mosquito control methods like mosquito repellents, citronella candles or sticky mosquito and fly traps. Image Credit: Canva Wasps and bees are flying insects from the Hymenoptera family that have similar
appearances but distinct differences. They both deliver painful stings and are especially dangerous to people who are allergic. DIY removal of large infestations is complex and best left to professionals who can safely eliminate the nests and relocate bees if possible. However, taking preventive measures such as sealing cracks, securing garbage bins
and minimizing outdoor food sources helps reduce their numbers in and around your home. Wasps have slender bodies with narrow waists, a smooth exoskeleton, and a more aggressive nature. Bees have rounder, hairier bodies and play a crucial role in pollination. Wasps and bees thrive in outdoor areas such as gardens and parks that feature
flowering plants. They build nests in various locations, including trees, eaves, attics, and underground burrows. Image Credit: Canva Bed bugs are among the worst common household bugs Ive ever dealt with, both as a professional exterminator and homeowner. Taking prompt action and a comprehensive approach to dealing with them is crucial.
This includes thorough cleaning, regular inspection, targeted treatment and seeking professional pest control services for severe infestations. Bed bugs are small, reddish-brown insects with flat, oval-shaped bodies about the size of an apple seed. They have six legs, two antennae and a distinctly segmented body with a shiny, translucent exoskeleton.
Bed bugs are adept hitchhikers and may be found in multiple areas throughout a home. They typically hide in cracks and crevices near their food source, often in our sleeping areas. Common hiding spots include mattress seams, bed frames, headboards, box springs, and upholstered furniture, while they also infest other locations such as carpets,
curtains, electrical outlets, luggage, and clothing. There are many signs that your home has a bug problem, but some are more prevalent than others: Bite marks or skin irritation: If you or your family experience unexplained bites or skin irritation, it can be a sign of bed bugs, fleas, or other biting insects. Droppings or excrement: Finding droppings or
excrement in your home indicates pest infestation. Different pests leave different types of droppings, so identifying the type helps determine the type(s) of pest youre dealing with. Presence of live or dead insects: An increase in common bugs in your home, especially in low-traffic areas, indicates an infestation. Unusual sounds or smells: Pests
sometimes make unusual sounds, such as scratching, rustling, or squeaking. Additionally, certain pests, like cockroaches, often produce distinctive odors when an infestation occurs. Visible damage: Look for signs of damage, such as chewed wires, gnawed furniture, or holes in fabric or wood. These are indications of pests like rodents or termites.
Visible nests or webs: Discovering nests, webs, or egg casings in and around your home strongly indicates a pest infestation. You see this with pests like wasps, spiders, or termites. If you observe any signs, contact a pest control company like Terminix or Orkin to properly assess, identify, and implement effective treatment to eliminate the infestation.
Although ants, cockroaches, termites, flies, spiders, mosquitoes, wasps and bees, and bed bugs are the eight most common house bugs in the United States, theyre hardly the only ones you may have to look out for. Other pests, like stink bugs, gnats, centipedes, crickets, dust mites, earwigs, and weevils, are all different types of common house bugs
that you should be aware of. Dealing with insects in a new home requires a systematic approach. To eliminate existing pests and prevent future infestations, consider the following remedies: Install screens and seal openings: Install screens on doors and windows to prevent insects from entering the home. Seal any openings or gaps in walls, windows,
and doors with weatherstripping or caulk to deny pests access. Implement preventive measures: Consider preventive treatments, such as applying insecticide barriers around the homes perimeter or using traps in areas prone to pest activity. Before applying these barriers, take a look at some of the top insecticides for home use. Remove food and
water sources: Food and water attract common bugs to your house, so ensure proper food storage in sealed containers and promptly fix leaks and plumbing issues that provide water sources to pests. Regular cleaning and maintenance: Regularly clean your home, paying attention to areas where pests are likely to hide, such as kitchen cabinets,
basements, and crawl spaces. Seal any cracks or openings that could serve as entry points for pests. Practice proper waste management: Dispose of garbage regularly in tightly sealed containers to prevent attracting pests. Keep outdoor trash bins away from the house and ensure they have tight-fitting lids. Hire a professional pest control company: A
reputable pest control company comprehensively assesses your homes pest situation. They tailor treatment plans to address specific pest issues and help ensure the home remains pest free. Remember, every home and pest situation is unique, so consulting with professional pest control companies that offer customized plans with ongoing visits and
treatments to ensure your new home remains pest free is best. Common house bugs are a nuisance, but its important to know that they can also pose potential health risks, so its crucial that you take care of these issues in a timely manner. While DIY methods are available, seeking professional assistance is often the most efficient and cost-effective
solution for removing common house bugs. Experts have the know-how, pesticides, and tools to tackle infestations quickly, so its worth considering hiring professionals to handle your bug problem. What house bugs are harmful? Some common bugs in your house, such as mosquitoes, roaches and ticks, are as harmful as they are annoying,
transmitting diseases to humans. Other harmful bugs include bed bugs, which can cause skin irritations and sleep disturbances. What house bugs come out at night? Several house bugs, including cockroaches, spiders, and silverfish, are nocturnal and more active at night. They prefer to hide during the day and come out searching for food and mates
or exploring their surroundings in the darkness of night. Can a house be completely bug free? While its challenging to have a completely bug-free home, proper preventive measures, regular cleaning and professional pest control treatments significantly reduce the presence of bugs. Effective pest control helps minimize infestations of common bugs in
your house and creates a more comfortable living environment, but some occasional sightings or small insect populations are practically unavoidable. Is it normal to have bugs in your house? Yes, but that doesnt mean that theyre welcome. Bugs naturally seek out food, water and shelter, so its not uncommon to find them in your home. However, a few
bugs in your kitchen can quickly become an infestation, so be sure to take care of your pest problems before they turn into a bigger issue. Invertebrates like spiders, insects, centipedes, and worms are some of the most abundant and diverse living things on Earth. While many people might find them hard to love, these creepy-crawlies help keep our
planets ecosystems ticking, making life possible for all of us. Whether you appreciate that or not, running into invertebrateslets just call them bugsis a common way that people connect with nature. We can encounter bugs out on a hike, mowing the lawn, in our gardens, or in our homes. It pays to get to know our tiny neighbors, and being able to
identify bugs can help us tell helpful ones from harmful ones.How to know: is this bug in my house dangerous?Furthermore, just like birdwatching, identifying different insects can be a fun way to get to know your natural world. In this Outdoor Tips post, lets learn how to identify bugs. Here, Ill run through 5 questions I use to tell the difference
between common groups of invertebrates, and where to go from there.House centipedes can be somewhat confusing bugs when encountered in the home. They belong to a group called Myriopoda, and are neither insects nor arachnids. In fact, house centipedes are helpful predators that eat things like baby cockroaches and other pests in homes.First
things first: What do we mean by bugs? Here, were using bugs in the non-scientific sense. While the word bug can be used technically to refer to a large and interesting order of insects that includes the stink bugs, were talking about something more general. That is, anything creepy or crawly that isnt an amphibian, bird, fish, or mammal. In more
scientific terms, an invertebrate. The bugs that youll come across in your house or garden tend to fall into a few major groups:Insects (things like flies, beetles, bees, wasps, ants)Arachnids (spiders, daddy long-legs, scorpions, and their relatives)Crustaceans (like roly-polies)Mollusks (snails and slugs)Different kinds of worms (including earthworms,
roundworms, leeches, and land planarians)You can make identification much easier by figuring out which of these groups your critter belongs to. With that information, youll know what kind of identification book you should look in, or what section to flip to. Knowing the difference between different creepy-crawlies can help you distinguish harmful
from helpful household bugs, and is a great way to get to know your natural world. So lets go through some quick steps to help you get started identifying bugs in your home, yard, or garden.Roly-polies are terrestrial crustaceans that often appear in homes and gardens. These harmless bugs are actually crustaceans, not insects. That means that they
are more closely related to crabs and shrimp than to grasshoppers and ants, for example.One of the best places to start in identifying a mystery bug is to check whether it has legs. Legs separate a number of common groups of bugs from many others that dont have them. For example, the Arthropods, a huge phylum of invertebrates that includes
crustaceans and insects, as well as spiders and centipedes and their relatives, are almost all noticeably leggy.By contrast, many different types of worms, as well as land-dwelling mollusks like slugs and snails have no legs whatsoever. In short, if you see legs, youre probably dealing with one of these arthropods, and if you dont, you may have a worm,
slug, or snail. For a bug with legs, continue on to the next couple of steps. If it doesnt have legs, skip straight to step 4.Caterpillars, inchworms, and other worm-shaped insect larva can be confusing. Although many of them have names including the word worm, their six real legs make them insects. A multitude of false legs or prolegs along their
abdomen are not real, jointed legs.This makes legs a particularly valuable clue for dividing up the possibilities early on. However, there can be a bit of a problem: what if you cant tell if the bug has legs?Behavior plays a big role in distinguishing all kinds of living things in the wild. Since legs typically play such a giant role in how an animal gets
around, watching the way something moves can be extremely helpful. Generally speaking, you can expert smoother, sliding motions, and generally more sluggish (pun intended!) movement from legless bugs. Anything that is hopping, running, or marching along is probably using legs to do so.But what about flying? That gets us to step number
two.This blue-eyed ensign wasp (Evania appendigaster)s wings give away that it is an insect. These helpful critters lay eggs on cockroach egg cases, and their larvae parasitize and kill the young cockroaches.wings. Among invertebrates, only insects have wings. The only animals that can truly fly are bats (which belong to the mammals), birds, and
insects. If you see a bug that is flying, or that has obvious wings, then you have just ruled out a huge number of other possibilities. Great detective work! However, there are two important things to know about insects:Insects are the most diverse group of invertebrates. With probably over a million species, they could make up more than three
quarters of all creepy crawlies! So, while knowing that something is an insect helps, it certainly leaves a lot more work to do.Not all insects have (visible) wings. Many insect species never grow wings (for example, worker ants) or have hidden wings, making it hard to identify them based on that characteristic. As a result, if you see something without
wings, that doesnt necessarily rule out insects.A dobsonfly (subfamily Corydalinae) perched on a screen door. Its wings are also a dead giveaway that its an insect and not another kind of invertebrate.Although there are a ton of different types of insects out there, by knowing just a few major categories, you can go a long way in figuring them out. If
your critter has obvious wings or is flying around, a quick look at some other features on its body or behavior will get you some answers. Check out my guide to these major insect groups, called orders, below.Eight insect orders every nature lover should knowWhat do terms like order and phylum mean, exactly? Where do they come from? Check out
my Beginner Naturalists Guide to Taxonomy for a rundown of the basics.Spiders like this tarantula reliably have 8 walking legs. However, they may be missing one or more at times!If youve got a leggy bug that doesnt have wings, youll need to find other ways to figure out whether its an insect or some other kind of invertebrate. A ballpark estimate of
the number of legs its sporting is a great next step. While you might not be able to get an exact count, especially where some species have legs that are difficult to see, getting a range will be very helpful.All insects have six legs, however sometimes a couple of them may be hard to see. For example, some butterfly species hold their front legs folded
up under their chin, making them difficult to see. It makes them appear to only have four legs. Other species may have tails or other extensions from their rear parts (abdomen) that give the impression of other legs.Millipedes are harmless scavengers of dead vegetation that are common in gardens and can find their way into homes. They can be
poisonous if roughly handled, so avoid letting pets eat or chew on them!By contrast, arachnids like spiders and scorpions have eight legs, but again some of these can be hard to see. Importantly, any bug you come across might be missing a leg or two, which can also complicate things!Between 4-6 legs, it is probably an insect.More than 6 legs but
looks like fewer than 10, it is likely an arachnid or a crustacean.If you see more than 10 legs but still an easy number to count, it is likely a crustacean like a roly-poly.Anything with too many legs to easily count is probably a millipede or centipede.Whats the difference between millipedes and centipedes?Earthworms look similar at both ends, which
distinguishes them and roundworms from other worm-like animals.If youve got a legless critter and youre outside of the tropics, your mystery should be much easier to solve. In temperate regions like North America, Europe, Southern Australia, New Zealand, and much of Asia, your most likely suspects are few in number. These include things like
earthworms, which belong to a group called the annelids, and land mollusks like snails and slugs. In tropical regions, land leeches and terrestrial planarians, also known as flatworms, become a complicating factor.You can tell many of these groups apart by how symmetrical they are front to back. Since most bugs without legs are somewhat elongated,
you should be able identify their two ends. If those two ends are similar in appearance, youve probably got an earthworm, roundworm, or some other terrestrial worm. A partial exception to this is the clitellum, a thick band of flesh around part of an earthworms body, which plays a role in reproduction.Land planarians (family Geoplanidae), are largely
tropical and subtropical flatworms that can be difficult to categorize based on groups of commonly encountered household bugs.Why do worms come out when it rains?If you can clearly make out a head end, youre dealing with something else. For example, slugs and snails have a well-developed head with visible eyes and/or antennae which make it
easy to tell front from back. Snails, of course, also have their large shells to tip you off! A worm-like body with a fan-shaped or other bulbous looking head at one side is a dead giveaway for a predatory land planarian. Although they arent common in many temperate regions, there are introduced and invasive species that are becoming widespread in
parts of the United States.Why are invasive species a problem?Slugs and snails are terrestrial mollusks, and not worms at all. They are more closely related to marine periwinkles, clams, and squids than worms or insects.The general shape of the body, or as naturalists call it, the body plan, can be very different among groups of bugs. If youre still
trying to narrow down a bug with legs, or even trying to distinguish between orders of insects, a look at the body shape is a good next move. Generally, insects have three body segments, the head, thorax, and abdomen. However, these are not always obviously separate in all groups of insects.For example, beetles large wingcases (called elytra) can
make their thorax and abdomen look like one big section. Larval insects, for example caterpillars, often have fake legs (called prolegs) on their abdomens, which make it hard to tell how many body segments they have.Most beetles forward pair of wings are adapted to a hardened shell-covering (elytra) that encases their back and hindwings.By
contrast, spiders and their cousins the vinegaroons, tend to have bodies with two very pronounced body segments, the cephalothorax (the head and thorax together) and the abdomen. Other arachnid cousins of the spiders, like opilionids (which many call daddy long-legs), scorpions, and vinegaroons only have 1 obvious body segment.Are daddy long-
legs poisonous?Finally, many-legged critters like centipedes and millipedes might have dozens of segments, each bearing one or more pairs of legs.1 segment: Opilionids (harvestmen or daddy long-legs)2 segments: spiders, vinegaroons3 segments: insectsMany segments: centipedes and millipedesThe author taking a picture of some small insects on a
honeysuckle vine in Athens, Georgia, United States.A smartphone camera or any other photo-taking device is a handy resource for a beginning naturalist. Photos can record a lot of visual information that might be difficult to remember later. Furthermore, it provides an easily way of reporting what you saw to someone else. I often learn more about a
critter when I can show it to someone more knowledgeable.Check out more posts on beginner naturalist tipsCollecting a photo will also make it easy to compare what you saw with illustrations or photos in a field guide (see next step), or can be uploaded into a photo ID app. Although less reliable than a field guide for more detailed identifications,
smartphones can be quick and reliable for broader classifications. In other words, they can help you confirm whether what youre dealing with is a worm, an arachnid, or a crustacean, for instance.Some of my field guides to invertebrates. A big help whenever I encounter an interesting critter!Spotting an unknown insect is a great reason to head to the
bookshelf or library and thumb through some field guides. These fantastic books are an excellent resource for anyone looking to learn a bit more about the natural world. Beyond pictures (often called plates) they can have great descriptions of the behaviors and other characteristics of wildlife you come across. For instance, many insect guidebooks
have information on what different species eat. With that information, you can figure out how to avoid attracting some animals, or to make them more likely to come to your yard or garden if they are welcome visitors.Gulo in Natures top 5 field guides for birds of North AmericaField guides also have great tips on finding animals that youre interested
in, and can provide great background information on whole groups of wildlife. By contrast, many websites and photo ID apps give you very little to go on. Although they might tell you who youre dealing with, it isnt very helpful without further knowledge!Dont have any field guides of your own? No problem! You can find loads of excellent field guides
at bookstores around the world. If you live somewhere with a local library, that could make an even better resource. Collecting useful field guides is a satisfying part of being a naturalist and a great way to learn more about nature when youre not outdoors.Check out the Further reading section of this post for some excellent field guide
recommendations for bugs. You can also check out my curated list of top field guides on Bookshop.org! Recent years have seen a flourishing of useful outdoor smartphone apps. If you can get a photo of your creepy crawly, these apps can be a fantastic way to get some quick information. However, they can be less reliable than field guides and give
relatively limited information about the organism. Nonetheless, theyre a great way to get some quick info and narrow down your search. Many apps also have cool rewards features for logging your sightings and keeping track of how many species youve seen.Gulo in Natures 5 essential outdoor apps for nature loversMy personal favorite for quick IDs
to get my started is iNaturalists Seek app. In my experience, its a bit less precise than the iNaturalist App itself, but its user-friendly function provides clues in real-time. If I just want to know generally what Im looking at (for example families of insects, or among orders of invertebrates) its a quick way to get that basic info. Of course, there are plenty
of other options out there, and they can also be worth exploring.Download iNaturalist on Google PlayDownload iNaturalist in the Apple StoreGenerally, I recommend resorting to apps only as a starting point. They can potentially be wrong, and typically only give taxonomic information. That is, they can ID what you saw, but not often tell you important
details and context. This information is extremely important for gauging whether an animal is safe to have in your home or garden, for example.1l. Pechenik, J.A. 2015. Biology of the Invertebrates, 7th Edition. McGraw Hill.2. Headstrom, R. 1979. All about lobsters, crabs, shrimps, and their relatives. Dover Publications, New York3. Eisner, T. 2003. For
Love of Insects. Harvard University Press, Massachusetts. Have you IDd any creepy crawlies in your area recently? Share with us in the comments! If you enjoyed this post, please support the blog by sharing this post with friends and colleagues. You can also connect with us on Social Media or reach out using the Contact Page. We appreciate your
support! Nobody wants to discover any type of house bugs crawling or flying around their home. Many tiny kinds of bugs in the house, like pillbugs, fruit flies, and silverfish, are harmless and are more of a nuisance. But some small black or brown bugs like mosquitos, ticks, bed bugs, drain flies, or common houseflies can sting, bite, or spread
diseases. Additionally, tiny house bugs like beetles, weevils, and ants can infest pantries and kitchen cabinets in the home. Identifying types of house bugs is key to getting rid of them. Also, knowing about the habits, characteristics, and habitats of common critters that invade houses can help prevent them from becoming an annoyance.This article is a
guide to house bug identification. For example, suppose you have noticed tiny brown crawling creatures, flying brown or black insects, or bugs with long legs scurrying over floors in your home. In that case, you can learn about the creepy-crawlys identifying features in this article. How to Identify House BugsA house bugs identifying features are the
length and shape of the body, its number of legs, and whether it has wings.For example, annoying insects like cockroaches, beetles, and earwigs are identified by their six legs, two antennae, and body shape. But minuscule bugs like ticks, fleas, pantry bugs, and bed bugs may be pear-shaped but hard to identify correctly because they are so tiny.Also,
where you find the bug in your house can be a clue to its identity. For example, black drain flies, fruit flies, and houseflies are attracted to rotten foodstuffs. But you might find tiny black beetles in stored grains and other dried food products. Bed bugs are usually found in dark crevices in bedrooms.The Most Common Household BugsAnts are possibly
the most common type of crawling household bug youre likely to find in your home. But carpet beetles, spiders, and roaches are also common nuisance indoor pests. Fruit flies and drain flies are the most common flying bugs youre likely to find in kitchens or bathrooms.Types of House Bugs (With Pictures and Name) Identification GuideSuppose you
spot crawly critters scampering over a countertop, furniture, or carpet. In that case, you probably want to know how to identify the bug. If you see a lot of roaches, mites, or bugs, you may be dealing with a severe bug infestation in your home. There are several steps you can take to identify the species.Cockroaches (Blattodea) Common roach (German
roach/Blattella germanica) on the left and American roach (Periplaneta americana) on the rightCockroaches are small household bugs with a distinctive reddish-brown, flattened oval body, six spiny legs, and a pair of characteristic feelers. The most common roach is the German cockroach (Blattella germanica) which is light brown with identifiable tan
stripes on its back. The brown bugs measure up to 0.6 (15 mm) long.Signs of a cockroach infestation include droppings that look like black pepper, a musty odor, and molted skins they leave behind. Getting rid of cockroaches is vital because they spread disease and contaminate food.House Bug IdentificationCockroaches are easy to spot due to their
flattened, oval brown bodies and long antennae.Spiders (Araneae)Left picture: brown recluse spider. Right picture: Black widow spiderSpiders are a common bug you will often find in your house. Spiders are identified by their bulbous two-segmented black or brown bodies, four pairs of legs, and six to eight eyes. In addition, spiders are classified by
their shape, habitat, or characteristic webs. There are approximately 1,000 species of spiders in the US.Its essential to identify brown spiders because brown recluse spiders can give a nasty, venomous bite. Also, shiny black spiders with red violin markings are the dangerous black widow, injecting poison when they bite their prey.Spiders are not
classified as insects; instead, they are a type of arachnoid.Related reading: How to identify 35 species of spiders.House Bug IdentificationSpiders are identified by their two body parts, eight legs, and a pair of jaws (chelicerae).CentipedesCentipedes are long and skinny creepy house bugs that are identified by numerous pairs of legsCentipedes are
common household bugs that are easy to identify due to their long, flattened, elongated bodies and numerous pairs of legs, two slender antennae, and two short tails. Centipedes are typically reddish-brown in color and can be tiny house bugs less than 1 (25 mm) in length or giant brown, slender bugs measuring over 12 (300 mm) in size.Centipedes
are a nuisance in homes with dampness issues. You might find the multi-legged flattened worm-like bugs under bathtubs, kitchen sinks, or in basements. Unfortunately, centipedes also have a venomous bite that can be exceedingly painful. House Bug IdentificationCentipedes are reddish-brown bugs that have lots of legs along their flattened bodies.
Despite the name, not all centipedes have over a hundred legs.Pillbugs (Armadillidiidae)Pillbugs have dark hard segmented shell and can roll when they feel threatenedPillbugs are small house bugs that have a distinctive segmented brown or gray body, making them look like a tiny armadillo. In addition, the small, brown hard-shelled critters have a
unique habit of rolling into a ball for protection. These small beetle-like bugs have 14 legs and measure between 0.25 and 0.5 (6 12 mm) long.Pillbugs usually live in large populations. Therefore, spotting one of these grayish rounded bugs in the house means there may be a large infestation. Moisture and dampness are the main things that attract
pillbugsalso called sowbugs, slaters, roly-polies, and doodlebugs.House Bug IdentificationPillbugs are tiny brown or black bugs identified by their prominent plates. Some of these grayish bugs may have yellow spotting.Earwigs or Pincher Bugs (Dermaptera)Earwigs (pincher bugs) are small skinny brown-black bugs that have pincers and
antennaEarwigs are long skinny brown bugs that can sometimes be black. Their identifying features include a slender dark brown, flattened body, pair of recognizable pinchers, and two antennae. Also called pincher bugs, the pesky insects with their brownish bodies measure 0.4 to 0.55 (10 14 mm) in length.Earwigs are also a type of winged brown
bug. However, they always scurry on the ground during nighttime and never fly.House Bug IdentificationEasy to identify, earwigs have two rounded pincers, a long elongated brown body, and two feelers.Weevils (Curculionoidea)The rice weevil (Sitophilus oryzae) is a type of small brown beetle identified by its elongated snoutWeevils are tiny
brownish beetles with a long snout that helps tell them apart from other beetle species. Other identifiable features of weevils are their elbowed antennae, and some have hairy tufts on their oval backs. Weevils dont bite and are generally harmless. However, the brown nuisance bugs can infest pantry areas.Weevils range in color depending on the
speciesfrom red to dull brown, beige, green, or red. Weevils measure less than 0.23 (6 mm) long.House Bug IdentificationWeevils are easily identified by their humped backs, oval bodies, and long rostrums (snouts).Silverfish (Lepisma saccharinum)Silverfish is a creepy bug commonly found in damp places at homeSilverfish is a long, flattened,
wingless insect scurrying across bathroom and kitchen floors. The silvery bug gets its name from its shiny light gray and fish-like, slithering movements. Typically measuring 0.5 to 1 (12 25 mm) long, the tiny bug has long antennae, three bristles at its abdomens tip, and six legs.Silverfish are a type of kitchen bug that usually inhabits dark, damp
areas. Unfortunately, the silvery metallic insects are difficult to spot because they are nocturnal pests, only coming out at night.House Bug IdentificationSilverfish are tiny bugs identified by their silvery scales, oval-shaped, tapered bodies, and movements resembling a fish swimming in water.Flying House Bugs (With Pictures and Name) Identification
GuideFlying bugs in houses are irritating creatures that create infuriating buzzing noises. Not only are flying bugs annoying, but the pesky flies, gnats, and insects can also spread disease, bite, sting, or contaminate food. Lets look at some common bugs you may find flying around your house.Houseflies (Musca domestica)Houseflies (Musca
domestica) are common house bugs that can cause infestation in large quantitiesThe common housefly is an annoying dark gray or black house bug with a yellow or gray abdomen and four dark longitudinal stripes. An identifying feature of houseflies is their large reddish eyes. The disease-carrying flying bug also has a pair of translucent wings. The
flying insects measure 0.2 to 0.27 (6 7 mm) long.Houseflies are easy to differentiate from other flying bugs in the house. They have a characteristic erratic flying behavior, make irritating buzzing noises, and have excellent eyesightwhich is why they are difficult to swat.House Bug IdentificationThe common housefly has a blackish to gray body, gray
and black striped thorax, and large reddish-brown compound eyes.Drain Flies (Psychodidae)Drain flies are tiny flying house bugs with gray-brown furry lookA drain fly is a furry flying bug with a gray or brown-colored body and wings covered in long, thin hairs. A characteristic habit of drain flies is how they fold their wings over when at rest. The
drain fly measures about 0.06 to 0.2 (1.5 5 mm) long.As the name suggests, drain flies are often a nuisance near sinks where the flies, eggs, and larvae live in built-up slime in drains. The trash-loving fuzzy flying bugs are easy to mistake for fungus gnats or fruit flies.House Bug IdentificationThe drain fly is a small gray moth-like fly often seen
hovering around sinks and drains in your home.Fruit Flies (Drosophila melanogaster)Fruit flies are tiny brown house bugs that especially like sweet rotten fruitA fruit fly is a common tiny yellowish-brown flying household bug with an oval body, red eyes, short legs, and little wings. The small bugs only measure around 0.1 (2.5 mm) long and tend to
hover in place over rotten fruit, trash cans, and pet food. You will often notice the light brown flies in summer through fall in your kitchen.The best way to eradicate fruit flies from your kitchen is to remove all food from countertops. Store fruit and vegetables in the refrigerator and keep a tight lid on the garbage can. Also, dont leave pet food out for
longer than necessary.House Bug IdentificationA fruit fly is a small oval, tan-colored winged bug attracted to fermenting or decaying food, liquids, and garbage.Clothes Moth (Tineola bisselliella)The clothes moth is a little house bug whose larvae cause damage to natural fabricsAlso called a webbing clothes moth, this common household pest is a
golden yellow winged bug that has a yellowish or reddish fuzzy head, two large black eyes, and elongated wings with a slightly fuzzy coating. The yellowish moths measure 0.47 to 0.66 (12 17 mm) long and tend to inhabit dark areas.The larvae of clothes moths can do plenty of damage in the home. The creamy-white worm-like maggots feed on
clothes, carpets, rugs, upholstery, and other fabrics.House Bug IdentificationA clothes moth is easy to identify by its golden yellowish color and elongated wings with pointed ends.Whiteflies (Aleyrodidae)A close up picture of a whitefly. The tiny whitefly is a pest that can usually be found on the underside of the houseplants leavesWhiteflies are
common indoor flying bugs if you have houseplants. The plant-destroying, white-colored flies have a fuzzy appearance. They are identified by having four wings, a pair of short antennae, and red eyes. Whiteflies measure 0.08 (2 mm) swarm around infected houseplants.Whiteflies bite into plant tissue to suck the juices from the leaves and stems. A
large infestation of whiteflies can weaken a plants health, causing it to die eventually. Like other types of aphids, whiteflies also spread plant diseases.House Bug IdentificationWhiteflies are identified as tiny winged flying white bugs that infest houseplants.Mosquitoes (Culicidae)Mosquitoes are bloodsucking insects with one pair of wings, slender
body and 3 pairs of long legsMosquitoes are blood-sucking, flying bugs that are common in homes. They have slender brown bodies, long legs, and tiny wings. The characteristic trait of mosquitoes is how they pierce the skin to enjoy a blood meal. The flying insects come out at dusk and can be a pest to people, not to mention spreading diseases like
malaria, dengue fever, and the Zika virus.Mosquitoes are tiny, measuring 0.1 to 0.7 (2 to 19 mm) long. They are also tricky to swat because they react swiftly to changes in air pressure.Related reading: Plants that repel mosquitoes.House Bug IdentificationMosquitoes are tiny brown flies with six legs, two wings, and a long slender mouthpart
(proboscis) the female uses to pierce human or animal skin.Small House Bugs (With Pictures and Name) Identification GuideSmall house bugs are annoying pests, many of which bite humans, spread disease, or contaminate foodstuffs. Its vital to identify the types of bugs you find in your house to know the best ways to get rid of them.Fleas
(Siphonaptera)A close up picture of a fleaFleas are microscopic brownish bugs that can jump from host to host, spreading disease and infections. Due to their tiny size, fleas are difficult to spot and catch. These household bugs have oval body and long legs, and the jumping bug is the size of a pinhead, between 0.04 and 0.13 (0.1 0.3 mm).House Bug
IdentificationFleas are minuscule bugs that look like tiny black spots that jump around quickly.Bed Bugs (Cimex)The tiny brown bed bugs have a flat body and can quickly infest the houseBed bugs are disgusting flat reddish-brown insects about the size of an apple seed. These tiny flat, parasitic bugs are hard to find at homes because they live in dark
crevices of bed frames, box springs, the seams of mattresses, and behind baseboards. The tiny brown bugs measure 0.2 to 0.27 (5 7 mm) long.House Bug IdentificationThe easiest way to identify bed bugs is to look for signs of their activity. This includes itchy skin spots, rusty or reddish stains on sheets or mattresses, and musty-smelling bed bug feces
that resemble tiny black dots.Varied Carpet Beetle (Anthrenus verbasci)The tiny varied carpet beetle feeds on natural fibers and has brown, white and yellow-beige bodyThe varied carpet beetle is a tiny house bug with brown, yellowish, and white patches on its oval body, six legs, and short antennae. The flying bugs also have wings, and the adults
tend to be harmless. The flattened, rounded creatures measure between 0.7 and 0.14 (1.7 3.5 mm).Another type of carpet beetle is the black carpet beetle (Attagenus unicolor). The adult beetles dont do any damage. Instead, the pesky white larvae can eat holes in soft upholstery, carpets, and fabric.The black carpet beetle is a tiny bug that infests
carpets and fabrics in the houseHouse Bug IdentificationCarpet beetles are identified as tiny house bugs with mottled yellowish and white patches on their wing coverings.Ants (Formicidae)Pantry ants are attracted to many types of food leftovers in the kitchenAnts are tiny insects commonly found in homes. Ants are typically easy to identify with their
three slender body parts, a thin waist, two antennae, and bulbous abdomen. Ants are usually black, but there are also species of red, dark brown, and light brown ants. On average, ants measure between 0.03 and 2 (0.75 to 20 mm).Some ants, like fire ants, bite and can cause a severe stinging sensation. Other types of black ants, like carpenter ants,
damage wooden structures by burying into dead wood.The six-legged red or brown pests tend to invade homes when cold and wet outside.Further reading: Types of Ants Identification Guide.House Bug IdentificationAnts are an easily identifiable bug in the house due to their slender bodies, rounded abdomens, and six legs.Ticks (Ixodida)A close up
picture of a tick (left) and a tick on human skin (right)Ticks are tiny bugs that get into the house on animals, human skin, or clothing. These minuscule pear-shaped oval arachnids have eight legs, a reddish-brown color, and measure 0.1 (3 mm) long. The pesky, disease-carrying bugs bury into the skin to feed on blood.You might only notice a tick when
its half-buried into the skin and looks rounded, red, and gorged. However, its vital to identify ticks after you or your pet have been outdoors to reduce the risk of disease.House Bug IdentificationTicks are dark brown to reddish-brown with a tear-shaped body about the size of a sesame seed.Termites (Isoptera)Termites (Isoptera) are brown bugs that
can infest homes and cause extensive damage to woodTermites are destructive creamy-colored or brown pests about the size of tiny ants. The small pale-colored bug has an elongated oval to tube-shaped body, six legs, and two straight antennae. Termites typically measure between 0.15 and 0.6 (4 15 mm) long. Usually, termite damage goes
unnoticed until there is extensive structural damage.Its crucial to identify the differences between termites and ants. Unlike ants, termites dont have a thin waist and three distinct body parts. Additionally, they have straight beaded antennae, not crooked antennae like ants.House Bug IdentificationTermites are identified by their pale-colored
cylindrical bodies, bulbous heads, and straight antennae.Pantry BugsThere are several species of pantry bugs that are typically tiny house beetles or weevils. The pesky bugs measure around 0.78 to 0.18 (2 4.7 mm) long. The small kitchen bugs have oval bodies, six legs, and stumpy antennae. They are also usually a reddish-brown color.Types of
pantry bugs include:Flour beetlesSawtoothed grain beetlesRice weevilsDrugstore beetlesGranary weevilsFlour weevilsFind out how to identify many other types of pantry bugs.Related articles: Types of House Bugs (With Pictures) Identification Guide was last modified: March 19th, 2023 by Jessica Nolan, Gardening Expert NPMAs Pest Guide: Our
Comprehensive Rodent, Insect & Bug Identifier ACTIVE PESTS Browse 90+ Bug, Insect, Rodent, Bird and Other Pest Identification Guides! Have you ever found a pest in your house and wondered what kind of bug is this? Are you worried about what pests may be damaging your property? The identification of insects and other pests can be tricky.
Thats why we pest and insect identification guides! They're here to serve as a handy bug identifier, so you can be more knowledgeable of pests around you. This list of bugs and insects, plus other types of pests such as rodents and birds, contains hundreds of species - making it the most comprehensive bug and pest identifier online. INTERACTIVE
PEST IN THE HOUSE Typical household bugs can vary greatly depending on where you live, but some of the most common house pests include ants, bed bugs, cockroaches, and flies, not to mention rodents. To determine what kind of pests you are dealing with, we recommend using our bug identifier above, as well as hiring a pest control
professional.Depending on the common house bug infestation you have, a pest control professional (also known as an exterminator) can provide you with a plan to eradicate these pests from your home and prevent future infestations. Use the pest and insect identification guide above to get started. Read the latest bug and pest information and
identification help and advice from the pest control experts at NPMA now.
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