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Reviews / 11 May 2025 The last time a Civic Hybrid was officially sold here was in 2012 and it was not popular for two reasons: Rising COE premiums made the model relatively pricey, and the car itself reflected the reality then.Having been conceived during the global financial crisis, the ninth-generation FB Civic could not meet the benchmarks set
by its predecessor, the hugely popular eighth-generation FD model. Happily, the current Civic has returned to its roots, with design and build quality once again taking centre stage. Performance is also in the spotlight, too, especially with the new Civic Hybrid now in the lineup. Both the Civic Hybrid and Civic 1.5 now have honeycomb grilles, so the
body kit helps the former look distinctive from the latter. Sporting aspirationsUnless you're talking about a Porsche model, it's unlikely that you'll find the terms 'hybrid' and 'performance' used in the same sentence. Yet one look at the new Civic Hybrid, officially called the Civic e:HEV, could have you thinking this is a sportier version of its normal
sibling. The front end, for instance, certainly gives off Type-R vibes. A honeycomb covers the grille and air-intake. It also gets LED head lights as standard. The Civic e:HEV also comes with a sportier rear bumper, spoiler, and one size larger wheels than the one on the Civic 1.5.The spoiler is a nice touch, but the jury is out on the diminutive tailpipe
finisher.You wonder how this helps its purpose as an efficient fuel-saving sedan, as a body kit adds aerodynamic drag, while bigger wheels mean higher rolling resistance, even if they are fitted with eco-friendly tyres. The only clues to this Civic's true identity as a hybrid are the blue-accented 'H' badges, and the 'e:HEV' designation on the boot lid. If
an owner removed these, it would be harder to tell the difference between it and the regular Civic. Apart from the electric seats, the Civic Hybrid also has a sunroof as standard. A look inside None of these sporty aspirations are to be found inside, though, save for one: The seating position, which is relatively low. Even if you've been driving sedans,
it's hard to miss this. The driving position is spot on - keen drivers will immediately be able to tell that the placement of the steering wheel, pedals, and gearshift lever were all something that the engineers and designers paid close and careful attention to. Of the Civic's segment rivals, only the Mazda 3 comes close. While the regular Civic has
manually adjustable seats, the Civic Hybrid has powered ones, with eight-way adjustment for the driver and four-way adjustment for the front passenger. Minimal adjustments are needed to find your ideal position, and once set, you'll find the controls naturally coming to hand. The illuminated sill plate is a classy touch, while the steering wheel offers
a positive grip. A lot of things feel intuitive here, from the little joysticks for adjusting the airflow direction, to the buttons on the steering wheel for the cruise control and audio functions. This intuitiveness, however, doesn't always carry over to the infotainment system and instrument panel. For instance, although the former has menu tiles for easy
navigation, you won't be able to change the layout of the instrument panel in the 'Meter Setup' sub-menu. Strangely, this option is instead found in the instrument cluster, via the steering wheel scroll wheel on the right. There's also a scroll wheel on the opposite side that lets you customise the content you wish to display on the left. The scroll wheel
lets you vary the instrument cluster's layout. The external cameras need to be upgraded, too. Though these are factory-fitted, they are outdated and have comparatively low resolution. This also makes the LaneWatch system less useful, since it's harder to see traffic from your left blind spot. Speaking of LaneWatch, Honda should have long updated
this to also display live footage from the right side, which is what Hyundai and Kia offer on several of their models, with higher resolution to boot.Apple CarPlay works without a hitch, enabling iPhone owners to access apps such as Waze and Spotify. That said, Apple CarPlay works seamlessly and flawlessly, and the factory audio system doesn't sound
half-bad. For convenience, there are also charging options aplenty: Two USB-C ports, a wireless charging pad, and a 12-volt socket ensure devices have plenty of juice. Although the Civic Hybrid's cockpit has more features than the non-hybrid model, both cars' backseats are identical. That means plush surfaces and plenty of legroom to stretch out,
along with air-con vents for better cooling. Suave performer 'Cool' is also one way to describe how the Civic Hybrid drives. Beneath its bonnet is a naturally aspirated 2.0-litre four-cylinder that's paired to Honda's e:HEV system, which is comprised of an electric motor that's fed by a lithium-ion battery. The Civic Hybrid reduces consumption and
emissions by having the electric powertrain either propel the car by itself, help the engine, or a combination of both. When conditions are right and there's enough charge in the battery, the car runs on electricity alone. The engine also mostly stays off when the car idles in traffic. But when the driver demands more power, the electric motor
supplements the engine. And since an electric motor doesn't have to be revved like an engine does to make power, it is able to fill performance 'gaps' at low speeds.The e:HEV powertrain is a willing performer, and 'Sport' mode makes it respond quicker.With 141bhp from the petrol engine, and the electric motor delivering up to 135kW (181bhp) and
315Nm of torque, the Civic Hybrid feels effortless, even off the line. Put the car in 'Sport' mode and the synthetic 'rorty' noises even sound engaging. Acceleration is smooth and progressive and equal to the inputs of your right foot. Honda doesn't provide acceleration figures, but I estimate it takes less than 10 seconds to complete the century sprint.
That's more than enough for a daily runabout. Honda claims a combined consumption figure of 21.7km/L, though in practice I managed up to 18.4km/L in mixed conditions, which is still impressive. The Civic Hybrid's true talents, though, shine when the roads turn twisty. With MacPherson strut suspension in front and a multi-link setup in the rear,
the car takes to curves like a fish to water.The Civic e:HEV's handling is both confidence-inspiring and smile-inducing. Body control is good, considering that the dampers are pliant rather than firm. Directional changes inspire confidence, too, as the car naturally moves towards the driver's chosen line. It is clear the car has the potential to be sharper
still. Add accurate steering and as dialled-in driving position to this mix, and you can't help but smile, knowing that the designers and engineers have worked so hard and managed to please you, the driver. The elephant in the roomThe Civic Hybrid has almost everything a keen driver would look for in a compact sedan. It looks good, it's relatively
efficient, and it performs well. For fans of the Civic model (and the Honda badge), this is a welcome return to form. However, Honda could have done more still. More intuitive infotainment, better cameras, and an improved LaneWatch system are what today's buyers expect. At this price point there are other options in the market that can offer more
for less. Indeed, cost is the Civic Hybrid's biggest obstacle. By many measures, it is an excellent car, and the fact that it can leave a smile on your face is awesome. Credits: SGCM. Author: Jeremy ChuaOriginal Source: Honda is back at Bukit Panjang Plaza! Catch us at the L2 Atrium for one week only, from 14 - 20 July!We're bringing you mega
savings and exclusive freebies worth up to $12,500 - deals you won't want to miss!Come and check out our latest model, the STEP WGN 2.0L e:HEV SPADA, available exclusively for viewing at our roadshow! Exciting Honda Roadshow Promotions$6,000 off for all Honda modelsComplimentary 3 years servicingFree upgrade to guaranteed COE worth
up to $5,000Sure win prizes worth up to $1,500Low interest rates from 2.68%Free in-car cameraSpecial trade-in discountsAttractive discounts on demo unitsComplimentary 5 years unlimited mileage warrantyComplimentary 10 years e:HEV battery warrantyAnd more! Promotions are effective till 23 July 2025, 12pm. Kah Motor reserves the right to
make any changes to the promotions without prior notice. Terms & Conditions Apply. Discover More Page 2 Fill up the fields below to receive the brochure. "We only have one future, and it will be made of our dreams, if we have the courage to challenge convention." - Soichiro HondaOur VisionWe will bring the universal passion of Honda to serve
people worldwide with the joy of expanding their lifes potential. And towards this, we will lead the advancement of mobility and enable people everywhere in the world to improve their daily lives. Our MissionCreating value for "mobility" and "daily lives"We will focus on three areas, namely mobility, robotics, with a focus on Al, and energy solutions in
order to provide people with the joy and freedom of mobility and the joy of making their lives better.Accommodate the different characteristics of people and societyWe will strive to further expand the joy of people by offering products and services that are optimized based on Hondas desire to utilize technology to help people, while putting people at
the core.Toward a clean and safe / secure societyStriving to become No. 1 in the areas of the environment and safety, we will invest more resources in these areas. And we will strive to become a company that leads the effort to realize a carbon-free and collision-free society. Our Brand Story EnvironmentBlue skies for our childrenCaring for the
environment at Honda starts with this simple desire: to leave blue skies for our children, to pass on the joy of living life fully on a clean, beautiful planet. This desire is also captured in our global environmental symbol, a green and blue globe representing land, sea, and sky. As a company aware of its responsibility to society, now and in the future, we
are working diligently to reduce all environmental impacts from our products and business activities.A brighter future with technologyHonda has always been motivated to create products that spread joythe joy of going places to pursue ones dreams, and the countless other sources of joy in everyday life. To ensure a world of joy for the next
generation, we are working to reduce the full range of impacts our products have on the global environment.A company that society wants to existWe believe the key to our continued success as a business is to be a company that society wants to exist. Thats why we work hard to reduce environmental impacts at every stage in the life cycle of our
products and at every step in our value chain. This includes everything from the extraction of raw materials, to the production, transport, and final disposal of our products.Creating new sustainable ways of livingNowadays, Honda is broadening its horizons to various fields of expertise beyond mobility. Our goal is to devise new energy solutions that
open up possibilities for living more sustainably. We believe this will bring us closer to our future vision: the joy and freedom of mobility and a sustainable society where people can enjoy life. Reviews / 04 Feb 2025 Honda Freed HE:7 Review: Smart and SeriousHondas new Freed is more efficient, punchy and refined.They say you should not judge a
book by its cover, but in the case of the new third-generation Honda Freed, it is probably fairly safe to do so.Compared with its predecessor, the latest car looks a whole lot more modern. With a more upright and raised front section adorned with a low-profile grille flanked by equally low-profile headlights the car strikes a confident pose.At the back, a
cliff-drop tailgate and a large rear windscreen have the same visual effect, aided by slim vertical tail-lamp stacks. The angular theme continues along both sides of the car, with right angles dominating the glass area and far fewer creases along the sheet metal.Besides looking more contemporary, the new car projects a seriousness missing in the
previous model, which had a busier-than-necessary design.Like pages between the covers, the modern exterior reflects a higher level of thoughtfulness and technology within. Indeed, the new Freed is a notch above its predecessor on this front.First, it gets a petrol-electric hybrid system, which improves its fuel efficiency significantly. The test car
averages 5.2 litres/100km, which is very close to Hondas stated figure, and which is a lot better than the facelifted second-generation Freeds 7.8 litres/100km.With a bigger fuel tank of 42 litres now, the Freed can cover 800km without a refuelling stop.Its petrol engine is 1cc bigger at 1,498cc. But this time, it is assisted by two electric motors, which
not only reduce the amount of fuel the car burns, but also improve its overall driveability dramatically at the same time.Front and centre: A 1.5-litre engine is packed here, along with two electric motors, to give the car newfound verve and efficiency.ST PHOTO: ARIFFIN JAMARALt the wheel, the new Freed feels brisk and breezy, with its torque and
power bands extending well beyond what was possible with its non-hybrid 1.5-litre predecessor. This translates to better refinement, as you rarely have to squeeze the throttle hard to keep up with traffic.The car is likeable across all driving situations. A bigger windscreen and front quarter windows give the driver better visibility than most, if not all,
the Chinese electric cars in town. It handles tight spaces with aplomb something which cannot be said for most multi-seaters, especially the full-sized models.Its ride quality is far better than most of the electric cars, although not noticeably better than that of the Toyota Sienta.Logical lot: The cockpit is more digital now, but controls and switches
remain sensible and intuitive. ST PHOTO: ARIFFIN JAMARWhile the Honda excels in city conditions, it is no slouch on the highway either. At cruising speeds, it retains its refinement despite its more angular profile.Zero to hundred is 11 seconds, compared with 11.9 seconds previously. But the top speed has been pared down to 154kmh, from
178kmbh likely in the name of efficiency. But as alluded, the car feels more effortless than these figures suggest. Even against some mass-market electric cars, the Honda feels adequate.The new car is about as long and wide as the previous one, with the same 2,740mm wheelbase. But its roof is 43mm higher at 1,754mm. This increases headroom in
the cabin.Flip and fold: Seats are highly configurable, with fairly easy access to the third row. ST PHOTO: ARIFFIN JAMARInside, utility remains unchanged, while versatility has improved a little. Second-row seats can be tumbled forward to free up cargo space. Or their seat backs can be reclined flat to form lounge seating with the third row. As
before, you will have to give up two out of the cars seven seats if you want to carry something sizeable in the boot.There are more conveniences on board, including dual gloveboxes, hooks on armrests, charging sockets for rear occupants and a scratch-resistant utility tray across the dash. There are buttons on the drivers side to open and close the
motorised rear sliding doors.Systems and components have been upgraded too. These include rear disc brakes and electric parking brake with auto hold, adaptive cruise control with lane-keeping assist, and both front and rear parking sensors.Compact stowage: Carrying bulkier items requires giving up two seats.ST PHOTO: ARIFFIN JAMARHead-
and tail-lights are LED now. Rear air-conditioning vents, auto high beam and active cornering lights are a few other enhancements, depending on the variant. The infotainment touchscreen is larger and offers wireless phone pairing for calls and music streaming. Instrumentation is fully digital.In short, a more modern car. In this case, you could have
gathered as much at first glance. Credits: The Straits Times. Author: Christopher TanOriginal Source: Reviews / 14 Jul 2021 2021 Honda Jazz e:HEV Review: All This Jazz Hybrid Honda Jazz hits all the high notes in Singapore with excellent efficiency, improved tech and design and more usability than ever INTRODUCTIONThe Honda Jazz compact
hatch is one of Singapores evergreen, always-seen cars, and for the first time it receives hybrid power.The good news? It works damn well and doesnt detract from the inherent Jazz-ness of the car a compact hatch that behaves like a car one, or even two, sizes up. The bad news? Dont bother with the normal, gasoline-only 1.5.To give its full name, the
Honda Jazz 1.5 E:HEV debuted here earlier this year read our comprehensive launch news for more info and like so many other cars in 2021, the hybrid variant is where all the action is. Toyotas small SUV, the Yaris Cross, ditches a petrol-only version entirely, while even the Lexus IS executive sedan has a hybrid version that makes its gasoline
brother look like lesser value. Its also significant because the E:HEV Jazz is the first small hybrid car weve seen from the company in awhile almost a decade, in fact. Lets not count the flagship Legend sedan nor the NSX sportscar (which Ju-len drove back in 2016) for obvious reasons. Remember that the mild hybrid Civic FD was at one point
Singapores best-selling hybrid car and if E:HEV really works in one of Hondas most successful models, it could kick off the Honda electrified era were been waiting for here. Design and AppearanceThe fourth-gen Jazz keeps a similar footprint to before As mentioned in our news story, the Jazz remains a similar size to before: At 4,035mm long,
1,694mm wide, and 1,537mm tall, its only slightly bigger than the preceding model, which was 3,955mm long, the same width, and 1,524mm tall. Thats good news since compact hatches are one segment that definitely do not need the trend of constant expansion. But where the fourth-gen car departs is in styling as Honda has taken a turn away from
the sportier, ediger lines of the third-gen, towards a friendly, if not downright adorable mien. It looks like an automotive Tarepanda or baby dugong, with wide-set, dont hurt me eyes, and the blue Honda hybrid badge indicates it also does less harm in turn. If this Jazz could say anything it would be SQUEEEEE Those who like spoilers and whatsits on
their Jazz will probably turn away now, not that they were ever fooling anyone to begin with. Our straw poll of the new looks seem to indicate a polarising design with people either loving or hating the new look. But a Jazz has never been a Suzuki Swift Sport, nor pretended to either. If anything, the new minimised grille section, large greenhouse and
focus on practicality is utterly refreshing in the age of coupe-this and SUV-that. It may be the lesson to take away is that a Jazz is for those with nothing to prove. SPACE AND PRACTICALITYHuge windscreen and large windows give a sense of space A key draw of the Jazz is that its always been larger in practice than it is on paper.Nominally, a
compact hatch does great for two adults and thats it, dont expect much by way of people or cargo. But the new Jazz feels even more spacious now, at least as spacious as a small MPV say a VW Touran with plentiful headroom and even legroom for four adults. With the hybrid battery under the boot floor, boot size is 284-litres, or 20-litres less than the
non-hybrids 306-litres. Its a notable 50-litres less than the previous Jazz, but on par with other compacts like the Suzuki Swifts 275-litres and VW Polos 280-litres. Flop the seats down they still fold flat and you have an impressive 1,200-litres of cargo room. 1,200 litres with all seats down 286-litres 60/40 folding seats Of course the Jazzs magic trick is
still there the Magic/Ultra seats which can flip up to carry tall items. Its easy to use just lift the bottom seat rail, flip the bottom section up, then lock it into place with the rail. It still works a treat, as we managed a full-sized office chair. Overall the Jazz is still one of the best little cars for carrying big things. We fit an office chair for real Honda Jazz
Ultra/Magic seats Honda Jazz Ultra/Magic seats Who is this man and what is he doing in the magic seat? Youll find out soon Interior and FeaturesClean dashboard design is more mature, and contrasts the previous-gen car The new car immediately feels larger, and roomier, and the reason for that is the pared back design of the cockpit. The dash
design is much neater, with all the major elements oriented on the same plane the passenger front glove box, the infotainment system, the drivers instrument section. The huge windscreen and thinned A-pillars with larger inset windows also let more light in. Like Mazda, Skoda, and Volkswagen, it seems time and money has been lavished on the
common touch/eye points: The two-spoke leather steering wheel feels lovely to use, as is using its new buttons. The 7.0-inch drivers display isnt huge, but it is well-presented with clear, easy-to-read graphics and minimalist fonts, and scrolling through its menus to what you want is simple. Thats matched by the 9.0-inch infotainment touchscreen,
which isnt just a huge step up over the previous Display Audio system, but good enough to offer lessons to every other carmaker out there. If you gotta have a touchscreen, have one thats clear, high-contrast and has physical buttons still. Not only is it set close to the driver for easy reach, all of the icons are high-contrast, and labelled clearly. Lastly,
there are physical buttons for the most important functions: Home, back, volume, and track scroll. Real aircon knobs Home, back, volume and track buttons Customisable layout Android Auto and wireless Apple CarPlay Because of this, it scores major points for being one of the least distracting in-car touchscreens to date. And it also packs wired
Android Auto and (notably) wireless Apple CarPlay functionality.On the other hand, the less obvious parts of the car do see cost-cutting: While the interior surfaces generally look well executed, theres still quite an acreage of hard, black plastic in the cockpit. The fuel flap is made of pressed steel and looks two steps evolved from a jerry can. If you fill
up less often, does it matter? Honda seems to ask. The car we drove is the hybrid which comes in top-spec Luxe variant, so it has all the bells and whistles. Some weve come to expect even in compact hatches -keyless entry and start, a good airbag count (six), full LED lights all round, digital instruments and infotainment. Locally, theres the 1.5 non-
hybrid Home and Base versions to choose from too read on to the conclusion to see which model gets our recommendation. DRIVING EXPERIENCE Yes, this is a Honda hybrid but its also a totally new system, named E:HEV. It doesnt officially stand for anything, but HEV obviously means hybrid electric vehicle.As explained in our news story, its
different from existing hybrid systems whether its Toyotas normal hybrid setup, or Nissans E-Power system. A standard hybrid system we see on Toyotas for example sees the engine and electric motor working together in all situations depending on whats required. For Hondas E:HEV system, the electric motor drives the car at speeds of up to and
around 80km/h. When required, the engine tops up the battery to drive the car in other words, its like a Note E-Power. But above 80km/h, the engine drives the car directly through a single-speed gear, like an overdrive on a normal gearbox. The benefits are using the motor and engine in situations where they are most effective, and also ditches the
need for a gearbox. Honda says theres an e-CVT, but there isnt really a conventional gearbox. Because its either the engine or motor moving the car, theres no combined hybrid system output. But techno-wizardry-because-we-can aside, does it work in Singapore? Yes, its efficient enough to give Toyotas hybrids strong competition.Over a 150km run,
the Jazz delivered a combined fuel consumption of 4.3L/100km. That doesnt sound impressive, but this was done without using Econ mode (deadens throttle response), and included our very inefficient video and photo shoots. A run without the latter brought 3.7L/100km better than the cars claimed fuel consumption. Hondas system also seems to
work well on highways, with a run on the AYE and PIE giving around 3.0L/100km and sometimes better. Our guess is, average people will do low to sub 4.0L/100km driving in a restrained manner. With VES stacking the cards against non-hybrid cars, and with the Jazz this good at sipping fuel we tell Honda Japan this: All your models should have an
official hybrid version. As for its actual driving characteristics, in city driving its mostly silent electric running, with the instant 253Nm of the motor great for quick maneuvers, especially since its paired with the typical Jazz handling neat, quick, and oh so easy to manage. The kick-in of the inline four cylinder engine is noticeable, but its not as obvious
as the Note E-Powers three-cylinder unit, or even the Kia Niros 1.6 inline four. If the Jazz is this frugal, it bodes very well for the next HR-V small SUV, which will also use the system, and also the next-gen Civic. Honda claims multiple improvements to refinement, and the Jazz is certainly more refined than it used to be, with less road noise overall.
However it now gains a little more thump over bumps, and it can get a little crashy over longer stretches of roughness. But on the whole, its a near perfect city runabout. The new windscreen and A-pillar design deliver superb visibility important in the age of Nourishment Ursines and the cars as easy to park as it always has been, even without the
rearview camera. Competition, pricing and conclusion Close to S$110k with COE for a compact hatch is expensive, theoretically, but as weve shown the Jazz is more than your average compact hatch, offering room and flexibility to rival even a small MPV.If you really do want to economise, theres the gasoline 1.5 Base model and 1.5 Home models.
Base has manual everything (lights, aircon, wipers, no alarm, and pleather shift knob), while the Luxe adds leather and auto features as mentioned. But as we said, the key choice facing consumers in 2021 is whether not to go with the hybrid powertrain or not considering the S$106,999 for the E:HEV Luxe is only S$4k more than the 1.5 Home, and
S$7k more than the 1.5 Base, its a no-brainer to aim straight for the hybrid. In-segment, the cars key rival is the Nissan Note E-Power, now that the Toyota Prius C is no more. The Nissan offers a bit more driving oomph thanks to the BEV-like E-Power acceleration, but its not as spacious or flexible, and is a little less efficient. You can get the Suzuki
Swift mild hybrid for under S$100k with COE now, and it drives a little nicer, but has far less space, while the Swift Sport offers proper driving fun, though non-enthusiasts will balk at the manual.The technically-one-size-up competition comes from the mainstream sedan segment, most of which range from S$100k to S$110k with COE, but as sedans,
theyre not as flexible for cargo, although they have more legroom. Also, none are full hybrids besides the Toyota Corolla Altis Hybrid (around $S140k with COE because of a Cat B COE). Closer competition comes from Toyotas Yaris Cross Hybrid (around S$110k with COE) small SUV.Yet despite all this fierce competition in the sub-S$120k price point,
the Jazz still stands tall as a car that has a combination of qualities none of those above can quite challenge. Its a concept improved and not disproved, digitised but not distressing, hybridised but not bastardised. The new Jazz is a seriously impressive car, and it deserves an adoring audience. Credits: CarBuyerAuthor: Derryn WongOriginal Source:
Reviews / 04 Feb 2025 'Special' may seem hyperbolic given how plain and ordinary the Freed has thus far been. But therein lies its superpower precisely: It's so sensible and universally appreciable that its ubiquity on our roads is rivalled by few; its name, the sort that even non-drivers would be familiar with.Our media drives with new models that hit
the market tend to precede the point at which they find mainstream footing by a fair bit. But not even two days into our drive this time, a fellowthirdunit of the Honda Freed e:HEV has already been sighted - this one, in a soothing Fjord Mist Pearl, peeking its friendly face out at a surface-level carpark. That both points are overlapping now feels like a
testament of the excitement that has preceded the arrival of this special car - customers clearly are already sold on the idea of it, and eager to receive the keys as soon as possible. 'Special' may seem hyperbolic given how plain and ordinary the Freed has thus far been. But therein lies its superpower precisely: It's so sensible and universally
appreciable that its ubiquity on our roads is rivalled by few; its name, the sort that even non-drivers would be familiar with. If you don't drive one yourself, your neighbour probably does; if your neighbour doesn't drive one, you've probably hopped at least once into its spacious backseat. Till date, the mind can conjureonly one other namethat can
match its specific promise of ferrying a three-gen family around with all the ease and economy of a compact sedan. It's safe to say, however, that when theprevious Freedofficially landed early last year, it was Rough around the edges. Two years on, the passage of time has worked its magic - and with its new styling and hybrid drivetrain today, the
Freed e:HEV stands vastly improved, and far more appealing than before. Rather than run from its identity, the Freed has leaned even more heavily into the boxy styling of its predecessor in this current generation Charming box on wheelsSmaller MPVs are loved most for their practicality rather than styling, and while the new Freed won't set hearts
ablaze with conventionally head-turning looks, its visual charm is still superbly winsome in its own, fresh way. Much of this is due to how it has embraced its identity even more strongly. Its predecessor was pretty slab-sided to begin with - and rather than run from this, the new car doubles down even more cheekily in the same direction with an even
boxier shape than before. Viewed from the side, it effectively resembles a rounded rectangle on wheels. Central to the car's new aesthetic is this eye-mask like strip up front, as well as the cuboid signatures of its taillights.The undeniable highlights here, however, are -well- the car's head and taillights, which give the new Freed its neat distinctiveness.
The oblong shapes of the former flank an eye-mask-resembling glossy black strip that could give Batman a run for his money, while the latter are even more intriguing: Stacked, rounded cubes arranged in a cage-like aesthetic that wouldn't have looked to out place back in the 1980s. Modern simplicity in a surprisingly spacious cabinBut it's not just
neat styling that the Freed is banking on, for its thoroughly refreshed interior is equally inviting. As budget-oriented as the car undeniably is, its designers have done a fantastic job with the use of shapes, space and materials to elevate the overall pleasure felt when settling into the drivers seat. Carried by the same spirit of mixingthe retrowith the
present, there is just the right number of modern-feeling screens (read: two) to give the dashboard a contemporary feel. With its intuitive layout and vibrant colours, the Freed's new digital driver's display is pleasant to stare at for extended periods. Meanwhile, this aftermarket head unit is a surprisingly solid addition to the dash too, with its
responsiveness and ability to support Android Auto and Apple CarPlay (the latter wirelessly). The vibrant driver's display - far elevated over the previous instrument cluster with its Casio calculator-like digits - is solid proof that simple interfaces and intuitive layouts can still feel modern; there's no need to second-guess icons, nor fiddle too much to
arrive at a certain desired function or menu. Normally, gripes about an aftermarket head unit would also be valid - but the one fitted by Kah Motor here actually blends well into the setup, has a bright and responsive touchscreen, and most importantly, supports Apple CarPlay wirelessly. At the same time, the unbeatable utility of well laid-out physical
buttons has thankfully not been forgotten. The thorough retention of buttons actually works massively to the Freed's favour, since it makes the operation of basic functions such as air-conditioning or volume adjustment dead-easy. The clean and symmetrical manner in which they are arranged on the centre console is particularly praiseworthy, with
proper dials still present for both temperature and fan speed (hurrah!). The driver now even gets to control the rear blower, while an electronic parking brake has landed in place of the more rudimentary-feeling, foot-operated one of its predecessor. Best of all, all of the switchgear - including those on the steering wheel -feels robust and solid. While
the lack of soft-touch materials and - confoundingly - proper mirror lights in the sunshades will still remind you of the Freed's entry-level positioning, it's hard to fault the fit and finish of the space up front otherwise. The Freed continues to excel as a compact MPV with its array of storage spaces, and with the 60:40 split of its second row. Like any
good MPV, the Freed also continues to revel in the game of fitting a smattering of storage and cubby spaces around its cabin, with well-placed cupholders dotting every row (there arethreein front), and even new USB-C chargers integrated into its front seats. You'll never have to fear your second-row passengers bothering you, since their phones will
always be fully charged. And as with its predecessor, this new Freed remains the leader of its segment if strictly looking at passenger comfort. The enduring, clever tumble-forward mechanism of the second row makes entry right into the rear a cinch. Once settled here, average-sized Asian adults shouldn't struggle too much for space too. As the
powered doors slide open, the enduring 60:40 split on the second row that greets you (as opposed to a 50:50 one) means the middle passenger gets a properly moulded seat. Should two only find themselves here, a central armrest divides the space up nicely too. Additionally, the front passenger also gets their own armrest. Even if you've lost a bet
and find yourself relegated all the way behind, gettingandsettling in aren't harsh affairs. The tumble-forward seats make entry and exit a cinch, while the Freed's tall body means that even if shoulder room and legroom aren't outstanding, at least headroom is. Capable and refined eco-warriorWhereas the previous Freed was arguably made weaker
ultimately by its drivetrain, the new one that it uses now is an integral part of its excellence. On paper, the 130bhp power output of this Freed e:HEV is effectively level with the 129bhp managed by its predecessor. But by weaving in some bit of electrification with the assistance of two new electric motors now,things couldn't be more different. Given
that the battery onboard is sufficiently charged, the Freed e:HEV is extremely happy to slip into EV mode. Its new e-CVT is also smoother and quieter than the CVT on the previous car. The slight kick of instant torque off a standstill immediately gives the car a sense of pep that the previous one thoroughly lacked. Best of all, those electric motors can
be described as almost zealous: Ever-ready to provide a slight initial boost when you need to get the Freed up to speed, and then quite keen to take over light propulsion duties when you're coasting - even at our expressway speed limits. Only a heavier mash calls the engine back to life, but even so, the new e-CVT mated to the car's engine is far
smoother and quieter than before. Consequently, even in moments when the seats are filled all the way up till row three, the Freed never really feels like it's heaving to haul all the weight. Alongside the improved drivetrain, other parts of the driving experience continue to shine quietly. Though already an easy car to drive with its size and all-round
visibility, the presence of driving assistance features such as adaptive cruise control and lane keeping assist (with lovely graphics to boot too) make life on the road even more so a breeze. Ride quality is impressive - and importantly, remains as such regardless of how loaded the car is - while the brakes are pleasantly and linearly weighted to give
whoever's at the helm good confidence. P-plate drivers should already have nothing to fear given the Freed's size - but even then, the presence of ADAS features such as adaptive cruise control and lane keeping assistance (which work very capably, by the way), makes life on the road even more so a breeze. For its minivan proportions, the Freed also
actually handles decently, while its light steering is not completely devoid of feedback - although its noticeable slowness means that drivers will instinctively find themselves refraining from pushing it too hard. But perhaps most importantly for would-be drivers, the Freed delivers strongly on fuel economy. With no attempt whatsoever at hypermiling,
our four-day drive with the car netted a consumption figure of 19.6km/L - exactly as claimed by Honda (this also means a range of over 800km on a full tank). Universal appeal - taken to even greater heightsIn the same way that watching your favourite football team tick off every improvement you desire of them brings an inexplicable rush of
satisfaction, the targeted upgrades brought about with the new Freed are likely to further delight fans already won over to its brand of compact practicality. The same template hasn't changed drastically, and that also means that those in the mood for flashiness and pizzazz are likely to be better served by something else. The everyman's palate,
however, is arguably the hardest one to nail a recipe down for - and with its extra sophistication and newfound electrification now, the Freed has mastered the notion of universal appeal even more deftly than before. Credits: SGCarmart. Author: Mattheus WeeOriginal source: Overview Step Into Your Space. The Honda STEP WGN Spada e:HEV
brings together comfort, elegance, and effortless motion. With its bold presence and refined self-charging hybrid power, every journey feels smooth and reassuring. Inside, generous space welcomes every passenger with care. Wherever life takes you, the STEP WGN Spada e:HEV moves your family forwardwith confidence and assurance. View
Interior Side View of Instrument Panel Bringing convenience of charging of devices. A seat back table with convenience store hook for both driver and passenger seat. Providing exceptional comfort with an ergonomic seating position and flexibility in terms of moving the seat in all directions. Bringing the convenience of device charging with
additional compartments to hold your items. The 3rd row seats provides maximum comfort with extended backrest, thick cushion and soft paddings on the side. Secure your drinks with a spill-free cup holder. Storage space to keep items in an accessible place. Offering the convenience of charging your devices. Stay informed with a 10.2 TFT multi-info
meter display that keeps all your essential driving information in clear view. Light up the road with sleek LED headlights to create a modern, sophisticated impression. Unlock the ease of every ride with seamless door handles for front and back with One-Push start. Easy access for young and old with just one push of a button. Add a sporty flair to
every drive with stylish 17 alloy wheels. Drive with peace of mind with the quick deploying airbags ready to protect everyone on board. Enjoy stress-free driving with Adaptive Cruise Control, adjusting speed to maintain a safe distance for you. Detects and alerts you of a potential collision, and slows down to minimize unavoidable impact. Stay centred
with a system that helps prevent accidental drifting. Alerts the driver when it detects the vehicle may have unintentionally deviated from its lane or is suddenly leaving the roadway altogether. Stay calm in traffic with autonomous braking and steering to keep you safe. Connect child seats with ease for optimal safety and stability. Feel the immediate
power of the self-charging hybrid system, which combines two highly efficient motors with a responsive 2-litre engine. The self-charging hybrid system is engineered to deliver enjoyment to the driving experience. It comprises of two energy-dense electric motors, a 2.0L i-VTEC petrol engine, a lithum-ion battery and an innovative fixed-gear
transmission, which all work harmoniously together to deliver the best ratio of fuel economy to acceleration in its class. Get the info you need without taking your hands off the wheel on a crystal-clear 10.2" display. Stay connected and keep the family entertained on the go. Perfect for long road trips. Enjoy effortless access and start-up with the smart
entry system and one-push start.
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