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Have	you	ever	heard	of	collective	nouns?	They	are	words	that	represent	a	group	of	people,	animals,	or	things	as	a	single	entity.	For	example,	a	team	is	a	collective	noun	that	represents	a	group	of	individual	members.	Other	examples	include	herd,	flock,	swarm,	and	pack.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	the	concept	of	collective	nouns	in	detail.	We	will
provide	you	with	a	comprehensive	list	of	common	collective	nouns	and	explain	how	to	use	them	correctly	in	a	sentence.	Whether	you	are	a	native	speaker	or	learning	English	as	a	second	language,	this	article	will	help	you	improve	your	grammar	and	communication	skills.	Pin	Collective	Noun	Definition	Collective	nouns	refer	to	a	group	of	people,
animals,	or	things	as	a	single	entity.	These	nouns	are	used	to	describe	a	collection	of	individuals	or	objects	that	share	a	common	trait	or	characteristic.	For	example,	a	“herd”	of	cows,	a	“flock”	of	birds,	and	a	“team”	of	players	are	all	collective	nouns.	Even	though	there	may	be	multiple	cows,	birds,	or	players,	they	are	referred	to	as	a	single	entity.	One
common	mistake	when	using	collective	nouns	is	subject-verb	disagreement.	It	can	be	confusing	to	determine	whether	to	treat	a	collective	noun	as	singular	or	plural.	However,	it	is	important	to	remember	that	collective	nouns	are	typically	treated	as	singular	entities.	Here	are	some	examples	of	collective	nouns:	A	“family”	of	birds	A	“pack”	of	wolves	A
“fleet”	of	ships	A	“class”	of	students	Collective	nouns	can	be	either	common	or	proper	nouns.	Common	collective	nouns	are	used	to	describe	groups	of	things,	while	proper	collective	nouns	are	specific	to	a	particular	group	or	organization.	Here	are	some	examples	of	proper	collective	nouns:	The	“United	Nations”	The	“New	York	Yankees”	The	“Royal
Family”	In	conclusion,	collective	nouns	are	an	important	part	of	the	English	language.	They	allow	us	to	describe	groups	of	people,	animals,	or	things	as	a	single	entity.	Remember	to	treat	collective	nouns	as	singular	entities	and	use	them	correctly	in	your	writing.	Collective	Nouns	Examples	Here	we	have	listed	some	of	the	more	commonly	used
collective	nouns	for	humans,	animals,	and	objects.	List	of	Collective	Nouns	for	People	These	important	collective	nouns	are	commonly	used	under	the	category	of	people.	A	class	of	students.	An	army	of	soldiers.	A	choir	of	singers.	A	crew	of	sailors.	A	band	of	musicians.	A	bunch	of	crooks.	A	crowd	of	people/spectators.	A	gang	of	thieves.	A	group	of
dancers.	A	team	of	players.	A	troupe	of	artists/dancers.	A	pack	of	thieves.	A	staff	of	employees.	A	regiment	of	soldiers.	A	tribe	of	natives.	An	audience	of	listeners.	A	panel	of	experts.	A	gang	of	labourers.	A	flock	of	tourists.	A	board	of	directors.	List	of	Collective	Nouns	for	Animals	The	following	collective	nouns	are	used	for	animals.	A	catch	of	fish.	An
army	of	ants.	A	flight	of	birds.	A	flock	of	birds.	A	haul	of	fish.	A	flock	of	sheep.	A	herd	of	deer/cattle/elephants/goats/buffaloes.	A	hive	of	bees.	A	litter	of	cubs.	A	host	of	sparrows.	A	team	of	horses.	A	troop	of	lions.	A	zoo	of	wild	animals.	A	pack	of	wolves.	A	litter	of	puppies/kittens.	A	swarm	of	bees/ants/rats/flies.	A	team	of	horses/ducks/oxen.	A	murder
of	crows.	A	kennel	of	dogs.	A	pack	of	hounds.	List	of	Collective	Nouns	for	Things	The	following	collective	nouns	are	used	for	things.	A	group	of	islands.	A	galaxy	of	stars.	A	wad	of	notes.	A	forest	of	trees.	A	stack	of	wood.	A	fleet	of	ships.	A	string	of	pearls.	An	album	of	stamps/autographs/photographs.	A	hedge	of	bushes.	A	library	of	books.	A	basket	of
fruit.	A	bowl	of	rice.	A	pack	of	cards.	A	pair	of	shoes.	A	bouquet	of	flowers.	A	bunch	of	keys.	A	chest	of	drawers.	A	pack	of	lies.	A	range	of	mountains.	A	cloud	of	dust.	These	nouns	are	endless	and	these	are	just	a	list	of	those	used	more	often.	As	you	continue	to	work	on	improving	your	English,	you	will	stumble	across	many	more.	Be	sure	to	add	them	to
your	list	and	use	them	as	frequently	as	you	can.	When	using	collective	nouns	in	sentences,	it’s	important	to	remember	that	they	refer	to	a	group	of	people,	animals,	or	things	as	a	single	entity.	Here	are	some	examples	of	collective	nouns	in	sentences:	The	team	is	playing	well	today.	(referring	to	a	group	of	players)	The	herd	of	deer	is	grazing	in	the
field.	(referring	to	a	group	of	deer)	The	jury	has	reached	its	verdict.	(referring	to	a	group	of	jurors)	The	committee	is	meeting	tomorrow	to	discuss	the	budget.	(referring	to	a	group	of	committee	members)	It’s	important	to	note	that	collective	nouns	can	be	treated	as	singular	or	plural,	depending	on	the	context	of	the	sentence.	For	example:	The	team	is
playing	well	today.	(singular)	The	team	are	all	wearing	their	new	uniforms.	(plural)	In	the	first	sentence,	“team”	is	treated	as	a	singular	entity,	while	in	the	second	sentence,	“team”	is	treated	as	a	group	of	individuals.	When	using	collective	nouns	in	sentences,	it’s	also	important	to	use	the	correct	verb	agreement.	For	example:	The	family	is	going	on
vacation.	(singular)	The	family	are	all	packing	their	bags.	(plural)	In	the	first	sentence,	“family”	is	treated	as	a	singular	entity,	while	in	the	second	sentence,	“family”	is	treated	as	a	group	of	individuals.	Overall,	using	collective	nouns	in	sentences	can	be	tricky,	but	with	practice	and	attention	to	context	and	verb	agreement,	you	can	use	them	effectively
in	your	writing.	When	it	comes	to	nouns,	there	are	different	types	that	you	need	to	know.	Collective	nouns	are	one	of	them.	They	refer	to	a	group	of	people,	animals,	things,	or	ideas	as	a	single	entity.	For	example,	“team”	is	a	collective	noun	because	it	refers	to	a	group	of	individuals	as	one	unit.	On	the	other	hand,	countable	nouns	refer	to	things	that
can	be	counted,	such	as	“books”	or	“chairs.”	These	nouns	have	both	singular	and	plural	forms,	and	we	can	use	numbers	to	quantify	them.	Uncountable	nouns,	on	the	other	hand,	refer	to	things	that	cannot	be	counted,	such	as	“water”	or	“sand.”	We	cannot	use	numbers	to	quantify	them,	and	they	only	have	a	singular	form.	One	key	difference	between
collective	nouns	and	countable/uncountable	nouns	is	how	they	are	used	with	verbs.	Collective	nouns	can	be	treated	as	either	singular	or	plural,	depending	on	the	context	and	the	writer’s	preference.	For	example,	“The	team	is	playing	well”	uses	the	singular	verb	“is”	because	the	team	is	being	treated	as	a	single	entity.	However,	“The	team	are	arguing
among	themselves”	uses	the	plural	verb	“are”	because	the	team	is	being	treated	as	a	group	of	individuals.	Countable	and	uncountable	nouns,	on	the	other	hand,	always	take	singular	or	plural	verbs,	respectively.	For	example,	“The	book	is	on	the	shelf”	uses	the	singular	verb	“is”	because	“book”	is	singular.	“The	chairs	are	in	the	living	room”	uses	the
plural	verb	“are”	because	“chairs”	is	plural.	In	summary,	collective	nouns	refer	to	a	group	of	individuals	as	a	single	entity,	countable	nouns	can	be	counted	and	have	both	singular	and	plural	forms,	and	uncountable	nouns	cannot	be	counted	and	only	have	a	singular	form.	Collective	nouns	can	be	treated	as	either	singular	or	plural,	while	countable	and
uncountable	nouns	always	take	singular	or	plural	verbs,	respectively.	Congratulations!	You	have	now	learned	about	collective	nouns	and	how	to	use	them	correctly	in	your	writing.	Remember	that	collective	nouns	refer	to	a	group	of	people,	animals,	things,	or	ideas	as	a	single	entity,	and	they	are	normally	not	treated	as	plural.	When	using	collective
nouns,	be	mindful	of	subject-verb	agreement.	If	the	collective	noun	is	singular,	use	a	singular	verb,	and	if	it	is	plural,	use	a	plural	verb.	Here	are	some	additional	tips	to	keep	in	mind	when	using	collective	nouns:	When	in	doubt,	use	a	singular	verb	with	a	collective	noun.	If	the	collective	noun	refers	to	a	specific	group	of	people	or	things,	it	can	be
treated	as	a	singular	or	plural	noun	depending	on	the	context.	Some	collective	nouns	have	both	singular	and	plural	forms,	such	as	“family”	and	“families.”	Avoid	using	collective	nouns	in	a	way	that	could	be	confusing	or	ambiguous.	For	example,	instead	of	saying	“The	team	are	playing	well,”	say	“The	members	of	the	team	are	playing	well.”	By	using
collective	nouns	correctly,	you	can	make	your	writing	more	precise	and	clear.	Keep	practicing	and	soon	you	will	be	a	collective	noun	expert!	What	are	some	common	examples	of	collective	nouns	for	animals?	Collective	nouns	for	animals	are	words	that	describe	groups	of	animals.	Some	common	examples	include	a	herd	of	cows,	a	flock	of	birds,	a	pack
of	wolves,	a	school	of	fish,	and	a	swarm	of	bees.	What	are	some	collective	nouns	for	groups	of	people?	Collective	nouns	for	groups	of	people	are	words	that	describe	groups	of	individuals.	Some	common	examples	include	a	team	of	players,	a	crew	of	sailors,	a	choir	of	singers,	a	staff	of	employees,	and	a	jury	of	peers.	What	is	the	difference	between	a
collective	noun	and	a	regular	noun?	A	collective	noun	is	a	word	that	represents	a	group	of	individuals	or	things	as	a	single	entity.	A	regular	noun,	on	the	other	hand,	refers	to	a	single	person,	place,	thing,	or	idea.	Collective	nouns	are	often	used	with	singular	verbs,	even	though	they	refer	to	a	group	of	individuals.	Can	you	provide	some	examples	of
collective	nouns	for	things?	Collective	nouns	for	things	are	words	that	describe	groups	of	objects.	Some	common	examples	include	a	fleet	of	ships,	a	library	of	books,	a	bouquet	of	flowers,	a	set	of	tools,	and	a	collection	of	art.	How	can	I	use	collective	nouns	in	my	writing?	Collective	nouns	can	add	variety	and	interest	to	your	writing.	They	can	be	used
to	describe	groups	of	people,	animals,	or	things	in	a	concise	and	creative	way.	When	using	collective	nouns,	be	sure	to	use	the	appropriate	verb	form	to	match	the	singular	or	plural	nature	of	the	noun.	What	are	some	creative	ways	to	teach	collective	nouns	to	children?	Teaching	collective	nouns	to	children	can	be	fun	and	engaging.	Some	creative	ways
to	teach	collective	nouns	include	playing	games	like	“I	Spy”	or	“Name	That	Group,”	reading	books	that	use	collective	nouns,	and	creating	art	projects	that	illustrate	collective	nouns.	You	can	also	encourage	children	to	come	up	with	their	own	collective	nouns	for	groups	they	encounter	in	their	everyday	lives.	Collective	nouns	have	a	fascinating	way	of
encapsulating	groups	of	people,	offering	a	unique	and	concise	term	to	describe	a	collective	entity.	These	nouns	not	only	simplify	communication	but	also	add	an	element	of	charm	to	the	English	language.	Whether	it’s	a	flock	of	birds	or	a	pack	of	wolves,	collective	nouns	have	long	been	used	to	portray	animals	collectively.	What	is	the	Collective	Noun
For	People?	The	collective	noun	for	people	is	“crowd.”	For	example,	you	could	say,	“There	was	a	large	crowd	at	the	concert,”	to	refer	to	a	group	of	people	gathered	together	in	one	place.	Other	collective	nouns	that	can	be	used	to	refer	to	groups	of	people	include	“group,”	“team,”	“audience,”	“assembly,”	“mob,”	“gang,”	and	“community,”	depending
on	the	context	and	the	specific	type	of	gathering.	Here	are	the	10	Collective	Nouns	For	People:	Assembly	Band	Gathering	Flock	Company	Crew	Party	Mob	Tribe	Staff	Collective	Nouns	For	People	Pioneers	Ensemble	Mass	Unit	Swarm	Natives	Masses	Rabble	Staff	Brotherhood	Order	Union	Lineage	Coalition	Cluster	Battalion	Multitude	Occupants
Cohort	Gathering	Network	Cadre	Collective	Residents	Community	Association	Posse	Assembly	Alliance	Meet-up	Herd	Lineup	Mob	Crowd	Legion	Array	Guild	Synod	Flock	Society	Horde	Circle	Civilians	Crew	Body	Conclave	Party	Organization	Band	Throng	Citizens	Squad	League	Parliament	Choir	Tribe	Clique	Group	House	Public	Family	Comrades
People	Class	Audience	Entourage	Locals	Phalanx	Brigade	Subjects	Pack	Collection	Nation	Populace	Settlers	Batch	Grouping	Colonists	Summit	Host	Platoon	Council	Coterie	Committee	Meeting	Dwellers	Symposium	Faction	Club	Nationals	Teamwork	Troop	Colloquium	Panel	Syndicate	Kinfolk	Denizens	Gang	Clan	Must	Learn:	Collective	Nouns	For
Students	Collective	Nouns	For	People	With	Meaning	and	Examples	Meaning:	A	gathering	of	people	for	a	specific	purpose	or	meeting.	Examples:	The	assembly	of	shareholders	gathered	to	vote	on	important	company	decisions.	The	assembly	of	protesters	marched	peacefully	through	the	streets	demanding	justice.	The	assembly	of	delegates	discussed
various	issues	at	the	international	conference.	Meaning:	A	group	of	people	working	together	to	achieve	a	shared	goal.	Examples:	The	marketing	team	collaborated	to	launch	a	successful	advertising	campaign.	The	basketball	team	practiced	diligently	to	win	the	championship.	The	medical	team	worked	tirelessly	to	treat	patients	during	the	pandemic.
Meaning:	A	group	of	people	or	birds	that	move	together.	Examples:	The	tourists	followed	the	tour	guide	as	they	moved	in	a	flock	through	the	historical	site.	During	the	birdwatching	expedition,	they	observed	a	flock	of	migrating	geese	in	the	sky.	The	kids	ran	in	a	flock	towards	the	ice	cream	truck	on	a	hot	summer	day.	Meaning:	A	group	of	people
working	together	on	a	ship,	aircraft,	or	project.	Examples:	The	film	crew	worked	tirelessly	to	shoot	the	movie	on	location.	The	airline’s	flight	crew	prepared	the	plane	for	departure.	The	construction	crew	completed	the	building	on	schedule.	Meaning:	A	group	of	people	involved	in	criminal	activities	or	mischief.	Examples:	The	police	arrested	a	gang	of
thieves	responsible	for	several	burglaries.	The	school	took	action	against	a	gang	of	students	involved	in	bullying.	The	neighborhood	watch	was	formed	to	protect	against	a	local	gang	of	vandals.	Meaning:	A	group	of	experts	or	individuals	brought	together	to	discuss	or	make	decisions.	Examples:	The	panel	of	judges	evaluated	the	performances	in	the
talent	show.	The	expert	panel	discussed	climate	change	and	its	implications.	The	advisory	panel	provided	recommendations	for	the	government’s	policy.	Meaning:	A	large	gathering	of	people	in	one	place.	Examples:	The	crowd	cheered	enthusiastically	at	the	sports	stadium	during	the	match.	A	large	crowd	of	supporters	gathered	for	the	political	rally.
The	concert	attracted	a	massive	crowd	of	music	enthusiasts.	Meaning:	A	small,	exclusive	group	of	people	with	similar	interests	or	social	status.	Examples:	The	popular	girls	at	school	formed	a	tight	clique	and	often	ignored	others.	The	high-society	clique	attended	glamorous	events	together.	The	tech-savvy	clique	spent	hours	discussing	the	latest
gadgets.	Meaning:	A	group	of	individuals	appointed	or	elected	to	manage	or	oversee	a	task	or	organization.	Examples:	The	committee	organized	the	charity	event	to	raise	funds	for	a	local	cause.	The	school’s	disciplinary	committee	addressed	student	behavior	issues.	The	steering	committee	coordinated	the	planning	of	the	annual	conference.	Meaning:
An	association	of	individuals,	companies,	or	organizations	collaborating	on	a	project.	Examples:	The	consortium	of	companies	worked	together	to	develop	a	new	technology.	The	research	consortium	pooled	resources	to	explore	outer	space.	The	consortium	of	universities	collaborated	on	a	groundbreaking	study.	Meaning:	A	group	of	people	sharing
common	ancestry,	culture,	and	traditions.	Examples:	The	indigenous	tribe	celebrated	their	traditional	harvest	festival.	The	nomadic	tribe	moved	their	livestock	to	find	greener	pastures.	The	ancient	tribe	conducted	rituals	to	honor	their	ancestors.	Meaning:	A	community	of	people	living	together	in	a	structured	and	organized	manner.	Examples:	The
literary	society	hosted	regular	book	discussions	and	author	talks.	The	charity	society	provided	support	and	aid	to	those	in	need.	The	scientific	society	published	journals	and	organized	conferences.	Meaning:	A	small	group	of	people	working	together,	often	in	a	military	or	sports	context.	Examples:	The	special	forces	squad	executed	a	successful	rescue
mission.	The	cheerleading	squad	practiced	their	routines	for	the	upcoming	competition.	The	IT	support	squad	swiftly	resolved	technical	issues	for	employees.	Meaning:	A	group	of	people	joined	together	by	common	interests	or	goals.	Examples:	The	student	association	organized	events	and	activities	on	campus.	The	trade	association	promoted	the
interests	of	local	businesses.	The	environmental	association	campaigned	for	eco-friendly	practices.	Meaning:	An	organization	of	people	in	the	same	profession	or	trade.	Examples:	The	writers’	guild	provided	support	and	resources	for	aspiring	authors.	The	blacksmiths’	guild	preserved	traditional	craftsmanship	techniques.	The	actors’	guild	advocated
for	fair	wages	and	working	conditions.	Meaning:	A	group	of	individuals	summoned	to	assist	or	support	a	law	enforcement	officer.	Examples:	The	sheriff’s	posse	helped	track	down	the	escaped	convicts.	The	detectives	assembled	a	posse	to	apprehend	the	wanted	criminals.	The	security	team	acted	as	a	posse	to	protect	the	VIP	at	the	event.	Meaning:	A
group	of	people	sharing	common	interests,	hobbies,	or	activities.	Examples:	The	photography	club	organized	exhibitions	showcasing	members’	work.	The	chess	club	held	regular	tournaments	for	its	members.	The	hiking	club	explored	various	trails	on	weekends.	Meaning:	An	alliance	of	individuals,	parties,	or	countries	working	together	for	a	common
cause.	Examples:	The	political	coalition	came	together	to	form	a	stable	government.	The	environmental	coalition	advocated	for	sustainable	policies.	The	international	coalition	collaborated	to	combat	global	issues.	Meaning:	A	large,	unruly	crowd,	often	with	the	potential	for	disorder	or	violence.	Examples:	The	riot	police	were	deployed	to	control	the
unruly	mob	during	the	protest.	The	angry	mob	gathered	outside	the	courthouse	demanding	justice.	The	excited	mob	surged	towards	the	stage	to	see	their	favorite	musician.	Meaning:	An	organization	or	group	of	individuals	united	for	a	common	purpose,	often	in	sports.	Examples:	The	soccer	league	consisted	of	various	teams	competing	for	the
championship.	The	humanitarian	league	provided	aid	in	disaster-stricken	regions.	The	gaming	league	hosted	tournaments	for	professional	gamers.	Related:	Collective	Nouns	For	Animals		illustration	of	multi-generation	family	with	collective	noun	definition	and	examples	simplehappyart	/	iStock	/	Getty	Images	Plus	/	via	Getty	created	by	YourDictionary
Used	under	Getty	Images	license	What	do	team,	gaggle,	and	murder	have	in	common?	They’re	not	the	topics	of	your	new	favorite	podcast.	Team,	gaggle,	and	murder	are	collective	nouns	—	and	they	get	special	treatment	in	a	sentence.	Collective	nouns	are	nouns	for	groups	of	people	or	things.	They’re	different	from	plural	nouns,	which	show	more
than	one	noun.	Collective	nouns	are	actually	singular	nouns	that	describe	a	collection	of	nouns.	Team	is	a	group	of	players,	gaggle	is	a	group	of	geese,	and	murder	(believe	it	or	not)	is	a	group	of	crows.	Collective	noun	-	The	team	gets	ready	for	the	game.	Plural	noun	-	The	players	get	ready	for	the	game.			Collective	noun	-	A	gaggle	honks	at	us	as	we
swim	by.	Plural	noun	-	Geese	honk	at	us	as	we	swim	by.			Collective	noun	-	The	murder	glares	at	us	from	the	tree.	Plural	noun	-	The	crows	glare	at	us	from	the	tree.	Collective	nouns	can	also	be	plural	when	you’re	talking	about	more	than	one	group.	For	example,	in	“The	teams	get	ready	for	the	game,”	multiple	teams	are	getting	ready.	But	if	you’re
only	talking	about	one	collective	noun,	it’s	always	singular.	Team	is	just	one	of	the	many	examples	of	collective	nouns	for	people	who	are	in	a	group	and	acting	as	a	single	entity.	The	class	voted	for	their	favorite	essay	topic.	Have	you	talked	to	the	committee	about	these	problems?	The	audience	leapt	to	their	feet	and	cheered	when	the	concert	began.
Our	family	loves	going	bowling	on	Thanksgiving.	The	jury	discussed	the	case	for	five	days	before	coming	to	a	verdict.	My	staff	is	concerned	about	layoffs	in	the	next	quarter.	You’ll	also	find	many	unique	collective	nouns	to	identify	a	specific	group	of	animals,	be	they	mammals,	birds,	or	insects.	Common	collective	nouns	for	animal	groups	include:	The
ants	brought	the	crumbs	back	to	the	colony.	A	flock	of	ducks	gracefully	swooped	over	the	lake.	I’m	getting	one	puppy,	but	I	wish	I	could	adopt	the	whole	litter.	Which	lion	is	the	oldest	in	the	pride?	The	alpha	wolf	is	responsible	for	taking	care	of	his	pack.	One	shark	can	eat	an	entire	school	of	fish	in	one	meal.	Collective	nouns	don’t	all	refer	to	groups	of
people	or	animals.	Groups	of	other	things	can	also	be	referred	to	as	a	unit.	We	bought	a	bunch	of	bananas	at	the	corner	store.	My	doctor’s	office	has	an	array	of	magazines	available	for	reading.	Can	you	clean	up	that	pile	of	toys?	I	love	your	new	string	of	pearls.	Mark	brought	a	deck	of	cards	to	the	party.	Let’s	pick	up	a	case	of	sodas	before	we	go
home.	Knowing	the	names	for	different	collective	nouns	is	interesting,	but	how	on	earth	do	you	use	them?	Even	though	they’re	describing	more	than	one	noun,	collective	nouns	are	still	considered	singular	(in	American	English	only;	in	British	English,	collective	nouns	are	plural).	Can	the	noun	describe	more	than	one	person,	animal,	or	thing?	It’s	a
collective	noun	—	use	a	singular	verb.	Is	there	an	“s”	after	the	noun?	It’s	a	plural	noun	—	use	a	plural	verb.	Is	there	an	“s”	after	the	collective	noun?	Now	it’s	a	plural	noun	—	use	a	plural	verb.	A	collective	noun	is	a	word	that	refers	to	a	set	or	group	of	people,	animals	or	things.	Collective	Nouns	are	sometimes	called	Group	Nouns.	Collective	nouns	are
often	followed	by	OF	+	PLURAL	NOUN	e.g.	a	bunch	of	flowers,	a	flock	of	seagulls,	a	set	of	tools.	Groups	of	people	working	together	Staff:	the	people	who	work	in	a	company	or	place	of	work.	Cast:	the	actors	in	a	certain	movie	or	play.	Company:	a	group	of	actors	that	usually	perform	together	in	different	plays.	Crew:	all	the	working	members	on	a	ship
or	plane.	Team:	a	group	of	individuals	playing	on	the	same	side	generally	with	the	same	objectives.	Platoon:	a	group	of	soldiers	being	commanded	by	a	lieutenant.	Groups	of	people	in	general	Gang:	a	group	of	organized	criminals	Crowd:	a	group	of	people,	gathered	together	Throng:	a	busy	group	of	people	or	animals	Mob:	A	large	disorderly	crowd
Movement:	a	group	of	(generally	young)	people	with	similar	tendencies	for	political/musical/social	factors	affecting	them.	For	example	The	Punk	Movement	Party:	a	group	of	political	people	that	have	been	organized	with	an	intention.	Groups	of	animals	and	insects	Herd:	a	herd	of	cows,	a	herd	of	goats,	a	herd	of	deer	Flock:	A	flock	of	sheep,	a	flock	of
birds	Shoal	/	School:	a	shoal	of	fish,	a	school	of	fish	Swarm:	a	swarm	of	bees	(swarm	is	used	for	a	group	of	flying	insects)	Pack:	a	pack	of	wolves,	a	pack	of	dogs	Litter:	a	litter	of	kittens	(usually	of	baby	animals)	Gaggle:	a	gaggle	of	geese	Pride:	a	pride	of	lions	Groups	of	things	Stack:	a	stack	of	chairs,	a	stack	of	books,	a	stack	of	work,	a	stack	of	plates
Set:	a	set	of	tools,	a	set	of	underwear,	a	set	of	compasses,	a	set	of	cutlery	Pile	/	Heap:	a	pile	of	clothes,	a	heap	of	bodies.	Bunch:	a	bunch	of	flowers,	a	bunch	of	grapes,	a	bunch	of	bananas.	Bundle:	a	bundle	of	newspapers,	a	bundle	of	sticks,	a	bundle	of	nothing.	Batch:	a	batch	of	homebrew,	a	batch	of	letters,	a	batch	of	recruits.	Stash:	a	stash	of	cash,	a
stash	of	beer,	a	stash	of	weapons.	(usually	the	things	are	hidden)	Fleet:	a	fleet	of	ships	Next	Activity	Try	our	interactive	game	to	practice	Collective	Nouns	If	you	found	this	English	Vocabulary	about	Collective	Nouns	interesting	or	useful,	let	others	know	about	it.	home▸sitemap▸A-Z	grammar	terms	▸collective	nouns	Collective	nouns	are	words	used	to
represent	groups	of	people,	animals,	or	things.	For	example:	team	("Team"	is	a	collective	noun.	It	represents	a	group	of	people,	e.g.,	footballers.)	herd	("Herd"	is	a	collective	noun.	It	represents	a	group	of	animals,	e.g.,	cows.)	pack	("Pack"	is	a	collective	noun.	It	represents	a	group	of	things,	e.g.,	cards.)	Table	of	Contents	Examples	of	Collective	Nouns
Find	the	Collective	Noun	Test	Common	Collective	Nouns	Used	for	People	Common	Collective	Nouns	Used	for	Animals	Common	Collective	Nouns	Used	for	Things	Video	Lesson	Versatile	Collective	Nouns	Why	Collective	Nouns	Are	Important	Test	Time!	In	this	infographic,	the	collective	nouns	are	shown	in	yellow.	Here	are	some	more	examples	of
collective	nouns:	flock	(of	birds)	crowd	(of	people)	choir	(of	singers)	group	(of	people,	of	animals)	committee	(of	directors,	of	lawyers,	of	managers)	team	(of	horses,	of	players)	It's	your	go!	Select	the	collective	noun.	There	are	lots	of	collective	nouns.	Below	are	some	examples	of	the	most	common	ones	for	people,	animals,	and	things.	Here	are	some
examples	of	common	collective	nouns	used	for	people:	A	band	of	musicians	A	board	of	directors	A	choir	of	singers	A	class	of	students	A	crowd	of	people	A	gang	of	thieves	A	pack	of	thieves	A	panel	of	experts	A	team	of	players	A	troupe	of	dancers	Here	are	some	examples	of	common	collective	nouns	used	for	animals:	An	army	of	ants	A	flock	of	birds	A
flock	of	sheep	A	herd	of	deer	A	hive	of	bees	A	litter	of	puppies	A	murder	of	crows	A	pack	of	hounds	A	pack	of	wolves	A	school	of	fish	A	swarm	of	locusts	A	team	of	horses	A	pride	of	lions	Of	interest,	collective	nouns	that	describe	a	specific	group	of	animals	are	called	"terms	of	venery."	Here	are	some	examples	of	common	collective	nouns	used	for
things:	A	bouquet	of	flowers	A	bunch	of	flowers	A	fleet	of	ships	A	forest	of	trees	A	galaxy	of	stars	A	pack	of	cards	A	pack	of	lies	A	pair	of	shoes	A	range	of	mountains	A	wad	of	notes	Here	is	a	4-minute	video	summarizing	this	lesson	on	collective	nouns.	The	video	also	covers	how	the	context	determines	whether	your	collective	noun	is	singular	or	plural
and	how	to	use	the	"wrong"	collective	noun	for	a	literary	effect	(e.g.,	a	forest	of	soldiers,	a	pack	of	ships).	video	lesson	Are	you	a	visual	learner?	Do	you	prefer	video	to	text?	Here	is	a	list	of	all	our	grammar	videos.	Slider	Some	collective	nouns	are	quite	versatile.	a	pack	of	thieves	a	pack	of	wolves	a	pack	of	cards	a	pack	of	lies	By	far	the	most	common
question	about	collective	nouns	is	whether	to	treat	them	as	singular	or	plural.	In	other	words,	should	you	write	"the	group	is"	or	"the	group	are"?	Well,	both	can	be	right.	You	should	treat	a	collective	noun	(shaded	in	the	examples	below)	as	singular	or	plural	depending	on	the	sense	of	your	sentence.	The	shoal	was	moving	north.	The	shoal	were	darting
in	all	directions.	(In	the	first	sentence,	the	shoal	is	considered	as	one	unit.	Therefore,	"shoal"	is	treated	as	singular.	However,	in	the	second	example,	the	shoal	is	considered	as	lots	of	individuals,	and	"shoal"	is	treated	as	plural.)	The	audience	is	happy.	The	audience	are	all	wearing	comedy	wigs.	(In	the	first	sentence	"audience"	is	singular.	In	the
second,	it's	plural.)	There	is	always	an	incredible	crowd	that	follows	me.	In	Rome,	even	the	men	kiss	me.	(Boxer	Muhammad	Ali)	I	have	played	some	of	my	best	tennis	away	from	home,	but	it	can	be	tough	when	the	crowd	are	spitting	on	you.	(Australian	tennis	player	Lleyton	Hewitt)	(In	the	first	sentence,	"crowd"	is	singular.	In	the	second,	it's	plural.
Lleyton	Hewitt	would	have	instinctively	chosen	"crowd	are"	over	"crowd	is"	because	not	all	the	individuals	in	the	crowd	would	have	been	spitting	at	him,	compelling	him	to	think	of	the	crowd	as	lots	of	individuals.)	As	a	general	rule,	you	should	treat	a	collective	noun	as	singular	unless	you	have	a	good	reason	for	treating	it	as	plural.	If	it	feels	a	little
uncomfortable	treating	a	collective	noun	as	singular	or	plural,	add	a	term	like	"members	of"	to	force	a	plural	term.	The	members	of	the	audience	are	happy.	The	members	of	the	audience	are	all	wearing	comedy	wigs.	(There	is	no	longer	a	decision	to	make.	The	phrase	"members	of	the	audience"	is	plural.)	Once	you've	decided	whether	your	collective
noun	is	singular	or	plural,	stay	consistent	throughout	your	sentence.	The	group	is	happy	with	their	performance.	[not	technically	wrong	but	a	bit	scruffy]	(is	=	singular	/	their	=	plural)	The	group	is	happy	with	its	performance.	[much	tidier]	(is	=	singular	/	its	=	singular)	While	some	collective	nouns	(e.g.,	"pack,"	"group")	can	be	used	with	different
things,	most	can't.	For	example,	you	probably	shouldn't	say:	a	bouquet	of	wolves	a	swarm	of	lions	a	litter	of	ships	Hang	on.	Let's	look	at	those	again.	The	term	"a	swarm	of	lions"	conjures	an	image	of	lots	of	lions	in	a	frenzy,	which	would	be	an	effective	and	interesting	way	to	describe	that	situation.	Therefore,	deliberately	using	the	wrong	collective
noun	could	add	a	useful	connotation.	For	example:	a	pack	of	ships	(This	gives	the	idea	of	ships	hunting	like	wolves	or	thieves.	It	brings	pirates	to	mind.)	a	forest	of	soldiers	(This	gives	the	idea	of	thousands	of	stationary	soldiers	standing	shoulder	to	shoulder.)	A	flock	of	men	is	more	easily	driven	than	a	single	one.	(Economist	Richard	Whately)	Treat	a
collective	noun	as	singular	unless	the	context	highlights	the	individuals	in	the	group.	The	choir	is	out	of	tune.	The	choir	were	fainting	due	to	the	heat.	If	you're	uncomfortable	treating	a	collective	noun	as	singular	or	plural,	put	a	term	like	"members	of"	in	front	so	it	reads	smoothly	as	a	plural.	The	members	of	the	choir	were	fainting	due	to	the	heat.
Once	you've	decided	whether	your	collective	noun	is	singular	or	plural,	be	consistent	throughout	your	sentence.	The	group	is	changing	its	strategy.	The	group	are	changing	their	shirts.	Using	the	"wrong"	collective	noun	could	be	a	useful	creative-writing	technique.	Was	something	wrong	with	this	page?	Use	#gm	to	find	us	quicker.	Create	a	QR	code
for	this,	or	any,	page.	XYouTubeFacebookmailing	listgrammar	forum	You	know	which	animals	move	in	packs,	schools,	and	herds,	but	what	about	a	wake,	a	business,	or	a	flamboyance?1.	A	CACKLE	OF	HYENASA	group	of	hyenas	on	a	rock.	|	JRLPhotographer/iStockWhile	clan	is	the	much	more	accepted	term,	there's	something	very	appropriate	about
cackle.	And	though	their	laughs	and	giggles	sound	entertaining,	they're	really	how	spotted	hyenas	express	anger,	frustration,	and	warnings	to	stay	away.2.	A	SHREWDNESS	OF	APESGroup	of	chimps	in	a	tree.	|	guenterguni/iStockThis	term	has	around	since	the	late	1400s—at	the	time,	shrewdness	referred	to	the	mischievous	nature	of	apes,	though
knowing	now	how	intelligent	they	are,	the	term	still	works.3.	A	RAFT	OF	OTTERSOtters	floating	in	the	water	in	a	large	group.	|	Dougall_Photography/iStockAccording	to	the	Oxford	English	Dictionary,	many	aquatic	animals,	such	as	ducks	or	puffins,	also	form	rafts.4.	A	MURDER	OF	CROWSSilhouette	of	crows	at	night.	|	Renphoto/iStockIn	the	15th
century,	crows	were	considered	to	be	omens	of	death	and	messengers	from	the	devil	or	evil	powers.5.	A	SCURRY	OF	SQUIRRELSSquirrels	lined	up	on	a	log.	|	Jef	Wodniack/iStockScurries	are	fairly	unusual	since	squirrels	are	not	pack	animals	by	nature,	so	the	more	commonly	used	dray	refers	to	a	nest	consisting	of	a	mother	squirrel	and	her
young.More	Articles	About	Animals:6.	A	WAKE	OF	VULTURESBuzzards	and	vultures	coming	over	to	a	carcass.	|	Steve	Allen	Photo/iStockFor	vultures,	a	wake	specifically	refers	to	a	group	feeding	on	a	carcass.	The	less	morbid	terms	kettle	and	committee	are	reserved	for	groups	that	are	flying	and	resting	in	trees,	respectively.7.	A	BATTERY	OF
BARRACUDASA	battery	of	barracuda	swimming.	|	armiblue/iStockJust	one	barracuda	is	intimidating,	but	a	battery	of	them?	Time	to	retreat!8.	A	MUSTER	OF	STORKSA	muster	of	storks	in	a	flower	field.	|	Javier	Conejero/iStockA	muster	can	also	be	used	for	groups	of	peacocks/peafowl	(though	an	ostentation	of	peacocks	is	much	more	illustrative).9.	A
WALK	OF	SNAILSGroup	of	snails.	|	Grotmarsel/iStockConsidering	walk	is	one	of	the	things	a	snail	cannot	do,	this	seems	like	an	unusual	choice.	Perhaps	the	lesser-known	(but	still	accepted)	escargatoire	would	be	more	accurate.10.	A	PARLIAMENT	OF	OWLSA	group	of	owls	on	a	branch.	|	tariq	sulemani/iStockIt's	unclear	when	this	phrase	was
invented,	with	examples	dating	to	the	late	19th	century.	But	its	origin	is	likely	an	allusion	to	Chaucer's	poem	"The	Parliament	of	Fowls,"	alongside	the	use	of	parliament	as	a	collective	noun	for	rooks.11.	AN	AMBUSH	OF	TIGERSThree	Bengal	tigers	walking	along	a	path.	|	guenterguni/iStockSince	tigers	tend	to	be	solitary	creatures,	a	grouping	of	them
would	certainly	feel	like	an	ambush.12.	A	COTERIE	OF	PRAIRIE	DOGSPrairie	dogs	standing	on	a	mound.	|	HenkBentlage/iStockWhile	full	towns	of	prairie	dogs	are	called	colonies,	the	close-knit,	individual	family	units	are	called	coteries.13.	A	MUTATION	OF	THRUSHThrush	birds	in	a	nest.	|	Stephen	Barnes/iStockAn	ancient	and	medieval	belief	that
thrushes	shed	and	regrew	their	legs	each	decade	led	to	the	collective	term	of	a	mutation	of	thrush.14.	A	MEMORY	OF	ELEPHANTSA	herd	of	elephants	with	a	couple	of	babies	in	front.	|	johan63/iStockSure,	a	herd	of	elephants	is	the	more	common	collective,	but	a	memory	is	also	a	recognized	term.	We're	not	sure	why	a	pack	of	pachyderms	didn't
catch	on	though	…15.	A	SKULK	OF	FOXESFour	little	red	foxes	in	a	grassy	field.	|	taviphoto/iStockThis	term	likely	came	about	because	mother	foxes	raise	their	young	while	burrowed	underground.16.	A	SCOLD	OF	JAYSJays	sitting	on	a	ledge.	|	SHSPhotography/iStockJays	also	hang	in	bands	and	parties.17.	A	COVEY	OF	QUAILQuail	in	the	grass.	|
SteveByland/iStockWhile	they	can	also	group	as	a	flock	or	a	bevy,	a	covey	of	quail	sounds	much	more	poetic.18.	A	HOVER	OF	TROUTTrout	in	the	water.	|	emmgunn/iStockSince	trout	tend	to	swim	in	groups	near	the	bottom	of	a	lake	or	river,	they	likely	look	like	they're	hovering	over	the	bed	of	the	waterway.	Alternately,	it	may	come	from	an	old	term
for	an	overhanging	rock	where	fish—like	trout—can	hide.19.	A	BALE	OF	TURTLESGroup	of	turtles	in	the	water.	|	dinozaver/iStockSupposedly,	a	group	of	turtles	who	are	cozy	in	their	shells	would	look	like	a	field	of	round	or	squarish	hay	bales.20.	A	RHUMBA	OF	RATTLESNAKESCouple	of	rattlesnakes.	|	User10095428_393/iStockBecause,	perhaps
under	circumstances	that	didn't	involve	a	large	number	of	snakes,	that	many	rattles	in	one	place	would	make	you	want	to	dance.21.	A	CHARM	OF	HUMMINGBIRDSHummingbirds	flitting	around	a	feeder.	|	Missing35mm/iStockIf	just	one	hummingbird	is	charming,	can	you	imagine	how	charming	a	whole	group	of	them	would	be?22.	A	BUSINESS	OF
FERRETSA	basket	of	ferrets.	|	JuergenBosse/iStockThe	Book	of	Saint	Albans	gave	ferrets	the	collective	term	busyness	("besynes"),	which	today	has	become	"business."23.	A	STUBBORNNESS	OF	RHINOCEROSESRhinoceroses	drinking	water.	|	CornelisNienaber_/iStockThey	can	collectively	be	called	a	crash	of	rhinos	as	well.24.	A	PRICKLE	OF
PORCUPINESPorcupines	eating	some	food.	|	photomaru/iStockCould	this	term	be	any	more	apt?25.	AN	IMPLAUSIBILITY	OF	GNUSGnus	and	wildebeests	jumping	into	the	water.	|	ANDREYGUDKOV/iStockWho	knew?26.	AN	UNKINDNESS	OF	RAVENSSilhouette	of	ravens	in	a	tree.	|	MRaust/iStockRavens	aren't	exactly	friendly	fowl.	They	will	often
gang	up	on	their	prey	or	animals	that	enter	their	space.	And	because	of	the	impression	that	they	are	an	ominous	presence,	an	unkindness	of	ravens	can	also	be	called	a	conspiracy.27.	A	HAREM	OF	SEALSA	large	group	of	seals.	|	evenfh/iStockSpecifically,	when	you	have	a	group	of	females	with	a	dominant	male,	it's	a	harem.	If	it's	just	some	breeding
seals	hanging	out,	it's	a	rookery.28.	A	MOB	OF	KANGAROOSKangaroos	in	a	field.	|	leelakajonkij/iStockAnd	just	like	in	human	mobs,	there's	usually	a	leader	(a	"boomer,"	or	adult	male)	who	is	only	in	power	for	a	short	while	before	being	challenged	and	defeated	by	a	rival	boomer.29.	A	GAM	OF	WHALESGroup	of	whales	swimming	in	the	ocean.	|
solarseven/iStockGam	is	a	possible	derivative	of	the	word	"gammon,"	meaning	talk	intended	to	deceive.	Considering	scientists	have	only	just	recently	begun	thinking	they	could	decipher	whale	calls,	we'd	say	the	gam's	gammon	is	pretty	effective.30.	A	POD	OF	PELICANSPelicans	swimming	on	the	water.	|	hartmanc10/iStockThey	can	also	be	called	a
squadron.31.	A	GENERATION	OF	VIPERSTwo	vipers	hiding	in	the	leaves.	|	Mark	Kostich/iStockA	group	of	snakes	is	generally	a	pit,	nest,	or	den,	but	they're	generally	thought	of	as	solitary	creatures,	so	collective	nouns	for	specific	types	of	snakes	are	more	fanciful.	A	"generation	of	vipers"	likely	originates	from	the	King	James	translation	of	the	Bible,
in	which	Matthew	23:33	reads	"Ye	serpents,	ye	generation	of	vipers,	how	can	ye	escape	the	damnation	of	hell?"32.	A	DESCENT	OF	WOODPECKERSThree	woodpeckers	in	a	tree.	|	RT-Images/iStockWoodpeckers	are	far	more	known	for	their	wood-pecking	style	of	foraging	for	food,	but	another	method	some	have	is	to	quickly	dive-bomb	anthills	and
termite	mounds.33.	A	RUN	OF	SALMONSalmon	swimming	upstream.	|	sekarb/iStockA	salmon	run	isn't	just	the	mass	migration	of	salmon	up	the	river—a	run	of	salmon	is	also	the	name	of	a	grouping	of	the	fish.34.	A	KALEIDOSCOPE	OF	BUTTERFLIESOne	blue	butterfly	with	a	lot	of	orange	butterflies.	|	borchee/iStockGroups	of	butterflies	can	also	be
called	flutters.35.	A	WISDOM	OF	WOMBATSCouple	of	wombats	in	a	field.	|	yellowsarah/iStockWombats	have	large	brains	and	are	incredibly	playful,	which	is	often	viewed	as	a	sign	of	intelligence.36.	A	ROUT	OF	WOLVESLarge	pack	of	wolves.	|	Cloudtail_the_Snow_Leopard/iStockWhile	pack	is	definitely	the	better-known	term	today,	a	very	old	term
for	wolves	is	rout,	a	word	that	ultimately	came	from	the	Middle	French	for	company.37.	A	SHIVER	OF	SHARKSGroup	of	hammerhead	sharks	in	the	ocean.	|	Janos/iStockThe	term	shiver	applies	a	bit	more	to	nervous	humans	when	they	see	a	large	group	of	sharks,	which	is	perhaps	why	the	term	has	caught	on	in	recent	years.38.	A	SCOURGE	OF
MOSQUITOESMosquitos	flying	against	a	yellow	light.	|	Nataba/iStockThey're	more	commonly	called	a	swarm,	but	a	scourge	sounds	just	as	accurate.39.	A	SLEUTH	OF	BEARSFour	bears	climbing	a	tree.	|	Chilkoot/iStockThis	isn't	a	reference	to	any	detective	work	bears	may	or	may	not	do—it's	derived	from	the	Old	English	word	for	sloth,	meaning	slow
(and	sloth	itself	is	sometimes	used	as	a	collective	noun	as	well).	40.	A	GAZE	OF	RACCOONSThree	raccoons	in	a	tree	hole.	|	stanley45/iStockThe	males	are	called	boars	and	the	females	sows.41.	A	SIEGE	OF	HERONSHerons	standing	in	a	field.	|	joesayhello/iStockWhen	herons	pick	a	new	lake	or	river	to	rest	at,	the	fish	there	would	certainly	feel	under
siege.42.	A	FLAMBOYANCE	OF	FLAMINGOSFlamingos	flying	and	standing	in	the	water.	|	mantaphoto/iStockKudos	to	the	creator	of	this	perfect	term.43.	A	DESTRUCTION	OF	CATSBlack	and	white	cats	hanging	out	along	a	street.	|	lilagri/iStockA	destruction	refers	specifically	to	a	group	of	wild	or	feral	cats.	A	group	of	domesticated	cats	is	a
clowder.44.	A	FEVER	OF	STINGRAYSStingrays	swimming	under	the	water.	|	EXTREME-PHOTOGRAPHER/iStockAt	the	very	least,	swimming	with	a	fever	of	stingrays	would	surely	cause	your	blood	pressure	to	rise.45.	A	SKEIN	OF	GEESEGeese	looking	at	the	camera.	|	Melbye/iStockA	skein	is	used	specifically	when	geese	(or	other	wild	birds)	are
flying,	while	the	alliterative	gaggle	is	the	term	for	grounded	or	domestic	geese.46.	A	BUNCH	OF	WORMSPile	of	worms	in	the	dirt.	|	Ben185/iStockNot	terribly	creative,	but	when	in	doubt,	just	say	"a	bunch"	of	whatever.47.	AN	EXALTATION	OF	LARKSLarks	flying	across	a	field.	|	Supercaliphotolistic/iStockAn	exaltation	of	larks	also	dates	back	to	the
15th	century	Book	of	Saint	Albans	(which,	because	of	its	heraldry	section,	also	happened	to	be	the	first	book	in	England	to	be	printed	in	color).48.	A	FAMILY	OF	SARDINESSardines	swimming	in	a	large	group.	|	Donyanedomam/iStockThere	are	more	than	a	dozen	fish	who	can	be	labeled	"sardine"	in	the	supermarket.	So	in	this	case,	family	means	a
large	grouping,	rather	than	parents	and	children.49.	A	BARREL	OF	MONKEYSA	group	of	monkeys	gathering	around	a	banana.	|	Gilitukha/iStockNot	just	a	game—it's	a	real	term.	Monkeys	can	also	congregate	as	a	carload,	troop,	or	tribe.50.	A	DAZZLE	OF	ZEBRASZebras	grazing	in	a	field.	|	Photoservice/iStockThey're	more	commonly	called	a	herd,
but	a	zeal	or	dazzle	of	zebras	has	such	a	nice	ring	to	it.	Home	»	Knowledge	Base	»	Grammar	»	Nouns	»	Collective	Nouns	in	English	with	Examp...	In	this	reference,	you	will	learn	about	the	importance	and	usage	of	collective	nouns	in	the	English	language.	Collective	nouns	help	in	referring	to	a	group	of	people,	animals,	objects,	or	ideas	as	a	single
entity,	making	communication	more	efficient.	Examples	like	“team,”	“flock,”	and	“group”	will	be	highlighted	to	show	how	they	create	unity	when	describing	collections.	You	will	find	sections	covering	the	definition	and	usage	of	collective	nouns,	along	with	lists	of	common	examples.	Whether	you	are	speaking	or	writing,	understanding	how	these	nouns
function	within	a	sentence	will	enhance	your	language	skills	and	make	your	communication	clearer.	Collective	Nouns	PinCollective	Nouns	–	Created	by	7ESL	Collective	Noun	Definition	A	collective	noun	is	a	special	type	of	noun	used	to	name	a	group	of	people,	animals,	things,	or	ideas.	These	words	generally	appear	singular	in	form	but	represent
multiple	individuals	or	objects.	For	example,	“team,”	“flock,”	and	“bunch”	are	all	collective	nouns.	Team:	The	team	is	playing	well.	Flock:	The	flock	of	birds	flew	away.	Bunch:	Sarah	brought	a	bunch	of	flowers.	Usage	of	Collective	Nouns	in	Sentences	When	using	collective	nouns	in	sentences,	keep	subject-verb	agreement	in	mind.	Collective	nouns
often	require	singular	verbs	because	they	are	regarded	as	single	entities.	In	some	cases,	plural	verbs	might	be	needed,	depending	on	the	context.	Singular	verb:	The	committee	is	meeting	tomorrow.	Plural	verb:	The	team	are	wearing	their	new	uniforms.	Common	Collective	Nouns	Examples	What	is	a	group	of	girls	called?	A	bevy	of	girls	or	a	giggle	of
girls	What	is	a	group	of	boys	called?	A	blush	of	boys	or	a	rascal	of	boys	What	is	a	group	of	cats	called?	A	glaring	of	cats,	a	cluster	of	cats,	or	a	clutter	of	cats	What	is	a	group	of	ferrets	called?	A	business	of	ferrets	or	a	cast	of	ferrets	What	is	a	group	of	giraffes	called?	A	journey	of	giraffes,	a	herd	of	giraffes,	or	a	tower	of	giraffes	Examples	of	Collective
Nouns	Common	Collective	Nouns	Collective	nouns	are	words	used	to	describe	a	group	of	people,	animals,	or	things.	Here	are	some	common	examples:	Team:	a	group	of	players,	sportsmen,	or	workers	Board:	a	group	of	directors	or	administrators	Band:	a	group	of	musicians	Pack:	a	group	of	animals,	such	as	dogs	or	wolves	Crowd:	a	large	group	of
people	Bunch:	an	informal	term	for	a	group	of	items	or	people	Set:	a	collection	of	similar	items	Committee:	a	group	of	decision-makers	Pair:	two	similar	items	or	persons	Specific	Collective	Nouns	There	are	also	very	specific	collective	nouns	for	particular	things:	Range:	a	series	of	mountains	Army:	a	large	group	of	soldiers	Family:	a	group	of	related
individuals	Staff:	a	group	of	employees	or	workers	Crew:	a	group	of	people	working	together	on	a	ship,	aircraft,	or	train	Choir:	a	group	of	singers	Panel:	a	group	of	experts	or	judges	Troupe:	a	group	of	performers,	such	as	actors	or	dancers	Some	additional	unique	examples:	Ravens:	an	unkindness	of	ravens	Lions:	a	pride	of	lions	Dogs:	a	pack	of	dogs;
a	kennel	of	dogs	(when	domesticated)	Cows:	a	herd	of	cows;	a	kine	of	cows	(when	in	a	group	of	12	or	more)	Other	interesting	examples	include:	Fleet:	a	group	of	ships	or	vessels	Forest:	a	dense	collection	of	trees	Unit:	an	organized	group	of	people	with	a	common	goal	or	purpose,	such	as	a	military	unit	Jury:	a	group	of	people	selected	to	render	a
verdict	in	a	trial	Audience:	a	group	of	spectators	or	listeners	Shoal:	a	group	of	fish	Heap:	a	pile	of	items	or	objects	Stack:	an	orderly	arrangement	of	objects,	one	on	top	of	another	Shower:	a	brief,	heavy	fall	of	a	substance,	such	as	rain	or	meteors	Fall:	a	large	number	of	items	or	people	moving,	such	as	leaves	falling	from	trees	Galaxy:	a	vast	group	of
stars	Wad:	a	thick	bundle	or	mass	of	soft	material,	such	as	paper	or	cloth	Organization:	a	group	of	people	working	together	for	a	common	purpose,	often	formal	in	structure	Collective	Nouns	List	Herd	A	herd	of	antelope	A	herd	of	boar	A	herd	of	buffaloes	A	herd	of	caribou	A	herd	of	cattle	A	herd	of	chamois	A	herd	of	chinchillas	A	herd	of	cows	A	herd	of
cranes	A	herd	of	deer	A	herd	of	donkeys	A	herd	of	elephants	A	herd	of	elk	A	herd	of	fairies	A	herd	of	giraffes	A	herd	of	gnus	A	herd	of	goats	A	herd	of	horses	A	herd	of	llamas	A	herd	of	moose	A	herd	of	oxen	A	herd	of	pigs	A	herd	of	ponies	A	herd	of	sea	horses	A	herd	of	seals	A	herd	of	swans	A	herd	of	swine	A	herd	of	walruses	A	herd	of	whales	A	herd
of	wolves	A	herd	of	wrens	A	herd	of	yaks	A	herd	of	zebras	Pack	A	pack	of	bears	(polar	bears)	A	pack	of	coyotes	A	pack	of	dogs	A	pack	of	grouse	A	pack	of	gulls	A	pack	of	hounds	A	pack	of	mongooses	A	pack	of	mules	A	pack	of	rats	A	pack	of	sharks	A	pack	of	stoats	A	pack	of	weasels	A	pack	of	wolves	Flock	A	flock	of	birds	A	flock	of	bustards	A	flock	of
camels	A	flock	of	chickens	A	flock	of	ducks	A	flock	of	geese	A	flock	of	goats	A	flock	of	parrots	A	flock	of	pigeons	A	flock	of	seagulls	A	flock	of	sheep	A	flock	of	swifts	A	flock	of	tourists	A	flock	of	turkeys	Swarm	A	swarm	of	ants	A	swarm	of	bees	A	swarm	of	butterflies	A	swarm	of	eels	A	swarm	of	flies	A	swarm	of	gnats	A	swarm	of	insects	A	swarm	of	rats
Shoal	A	shoal	of	bass	A	shoal	of	fish	A	shoal	of	herrings	A	shoal	of	pilchards	A	shoal	of	salmon	Group	A	group	of	guinea	pigs	A	group	of	islands	A	group	of	people	A	group	of	dancers	A	group	of	engineers	Crowd	A	crowd	of	onlookers	A	crowd	of	people	Gang	A	gang	of	hoodlums	A	gang	of	laborers	A	gang	of	slaves	A	gang	of	thieves	A	gang	of	criminals	A
gang	of	crooks	A	gang	of	hoodlums	A	gang	of	prisoners	Mob	A	mob	of	emus	A	mob	of	kangaroos	A	mob	of	meerkats	A	mob	of	thieves	A	mob	of	sheep	A	mob	of	kangaroos	A	mob	of	rioters	Staff	A	staff	of	employees	A	staff	of	servants	Crew	Choir	Orchestra	An	orchestra	of	musicians	Panel	Board	A	board	of	directors	A	board	of	trustees	A	board	of	chess
players	Troupe	A	troupe	of	monkeys	A	troupe	of	shrimp	A	troupe	of	dancers	A	troupe	of	minstrels	A	troupe	of	performers	Bunch	A	bunch	of	seals	A	bunch	of	pigeons	Pile	Heap	Set	A	set	of	bowls	A	set	of	utensils	Stack	Series	A	series	of	events	A	series	of	photos	Shower	Fall	A	fall	of	lambs	A	fall	of	woodcock	List	of	Collective	Nouns	for	Animals,	People
and	Things	Collective	Nouns	List	for	People	A	circle	of	friends	A	class	of	pupils	A	horde	of	savages	A	host	of	angels	A	house	of	senators	A	joint	of	osteopaths	A	lie/An	equivocation	of	politicians	A	line	of	kings/rulers	A	melody	of	harpists	A	mess/An	execution	of	officers	A	meter	of	percussionists	A	mob	of	rioters	A	morbidity	of	majors	A	mug/A	reflection
of	narcissists	A	multiply/An	unhappiness	of	husbands	A	mutter	of	mothers-in-law	A	wisdom	of	grandparents	A	number/A	set	of	mathematicians	A	pack	of	Brownies	A	pack	of	thieves	A	pan	of	reviewers	A	panel	of	experts	A	party	of	friends	A	patrol	of	policemen	A	peck	of	Frenchmen	A	picket	of	strikers	A	pint	of	Irishmen	A	pity/A	gang	of	prisoners	A
plush/A	rascal	of	boys	A	pomposity	of	professors	A	posse	of	police	A	posse	of	sheriffs	A	pound	of	Englishmen	A	promise	of	barmen	A	prudence	of	vicars	A	quiz	of	teachers	A	rage	of	maidens	A	rash	of	dermatologists	A	regiment	of	soldiers	A	rookery/A	school	of	clerks	A	rout	of	schoolboys	A	sample	of	salesmen	A	school	of	clerks	A	scolding	of
seamstresses	A	scoop/A	slant	of	journalists	A	sentence	of	judges	A	series	of	radiologists	A	set/A	subtlety	of	designers	A	set/A	swish	of	hairdressers	A	shower	of	bastards	A	shower	of	meteorologists	A	shrivel	of	critics	A	shuffle	of	bureaucrats	A	side	of	dancers	A	simplicity	of	subalterns	A	poverty	of	pipers	A	slate	of	candidates	A	slither	of	gossip
columnists	A	slouch	of	models	A	sneer	of	butlers	A	sprig	of	vegetarians	A	squad	of	beaters	A	squad	of	soldiers	A	squat	of	daubers	A	squeal	of	nieces	A	staff	of	employees	A	staff	of	servants	A	staff	of	teachers	A	stalk	of	foresters	A	subtlety	of	sergeants	at	law	A	superfluity	of	nuns	A	tabernacle	of	bakers	A	talent	of	gamblers	A	tantrum	of	decorators	A
team	of	athletes	A	team	of	players	A	thought	of	barons	A	tribe	of	Indians	A	tribe	of	natives	A	trip	of	hippies	A	troop	of	boy	scouts	A	troupe	of	acrobats	A	troupe	of	artistes	A	troupe	of	dancers	A	troupe	of	performers	A	wandering	of	tinkers	A	wheeze	of	joggers	A	worship	of	writers	An	absence/An	order	of	waiters	An	alley/A	pratfall	of	clowns	A	brace/A
wince	of	dentists	An	amalgamation	of	metallurgists	An	amble	of	walkers	An	ambush	of	widows	An	army	of	soldiers	A	roll	of	drummers	An	attitude/A	grunt	of	teenagers	An	audience	of	listeners	An	eloquence	of	lawyers	An	embarrassment	/A	persistence	of	parents	An	entrance	of	actresses	An	expectation	of	heirs	An	expectation	of	midwives	An
obscurity/A	rhyme	of	poets	An	illusion	of	magicians	An	impatience	of	wives	An	imposition	of	in-laws	An	obeisance	of	servants	An	observance	of	hermits	An	obstruction	of	dons	Collective	Nouns	List	for	Animals	In	English,	a	collective	noun	for	animals	refers	to	a	collection	or	a	group	of	animals	taken	as	a	whole.	List	of	Collective	Nouns	for	Birds	A	cloud
of	seafowls	A	colony/A	flock/A	raft	of	auks	A	colony	of	avocets	A	colony	of	gulls	A	colony	of	ibises	A	colony/A	parcel/A	rookery	of	penguins	A	covey/A	brace/A	brood/A	flight/A	pack	of	grouse	A	covey/A	bevy/A	clutch/A	warren	of	partridges	A	covey	of	ptarmigans	A	crowd	of	redwings	A	descent	of	woodpeckers	A	desert/A	deceit	of	lapwings	A	fall/A
covey/A	flight/A	plump	of	woodcocks	A	flight	of	birds	A	flight/A	gulp	of	cormorants	A	flight	of	goshawks	A	flight/A	flock/A	kit/A	passel	of	pigeons	A	flight/A	gulp	of	swallows	A	fling	of	dunlins	A	fling	of	sandpipers	A	flock	of	birds	A	flock	of	bustards	A	flock	of	swifts	A	flock	of	turkeys	A	flush	of	ducks	A	head/A	herd	of	curlews	A	herd/A	flock	of	wrens	A	hill
of	ruffs	A	host/A	quarrel/A	tribe/A	ubiquity	of	sparrows	A	murder/A	hover/A	muster/A	parcel	of	crows	A	chattering/A	cloud/A	congregation/A	clutter	of	starlings	A	muse	of	capons	A	muster/An	ostentation/A	pride	of	peacocks	A	mustering/A	flight/A	phalanx	of	storks	A	mutation	of	thrushes	A	bouquet/A	head/A	warren	of	pheasants	A	parcel	of	linnets	A
parliament/A	stare	of	owls	A	pitying	of	turtledoves	A	plump	of	moorhens	A	plump/A	bunch/A	knob/A	raft	of	waterfowls	A	pod/A	scoop	of	pelicans	A	prattle	of	parrots	A	pride/A	flock	of	ostriches	A	rafter	of	turkeys	A	run	of	poultry	A	sedge/A	siege	of	bitterns	A	sedge/A	herd/A	sedge/A	siege	of	cranes	A	sedge/A	flight/A	hedge/A	rookery/A	siege	of	herons	A
flush/A	puddling	of	mallards	A	spring/A	bunch/A	coil/A	knob/A	raft	of	teals	A	squabble	of	seagulls	A	stand	of	flamingos	A	trip	of	dotterels	A	trip/A	bunch/A	knob/A	lute/A	skein	of	wildfowls	A	wake	of	buzzards	A	walk/A	wisp	of	snipes	List	of	Collective	Nouns	for	Mammals	A	glaring/A	cluster/A	clutter	of	cats	A	cluster/A	herd/A	tribe	of	antelopes	A
coalition	of	cheetahs	A	cohort/A	herd/A	zeal	of	zebras	A	colony/A	family/A	lodge	of	beavers	A	colony	of	chinchillas	A	colony/A	horde/A	mischief/A	swarm	of	rats	A	colony	of	voles	A	congress/A	flange/A	troop	of	baboons	A	coterie/A	town	of	prairie	dogs	A	couple	of	impalas	A	cowardice	of	curs	A	crash/A	herd/A	stubbornness	of	rhinoceroses	A	destruction
of	(wild)	cats	A	destruction	of	wildcats	A	drift/A	trip	of	(tame)	swine	A	dray/A	colony	of	squirrels	A	drift/A	drove/A	parcel	of	hogs	A	drove	of	bullocks	A	drove/A	drift/A	flock/A	herd	of	pigs	A	drove/A	herd	of	swine	A	fall	of	lambs	A	family/A	bevy/A	raft/A	romp	of	otters	List	of	Collective	Nouns	for	Sea	Animals		A	glide	of	flying	fish	A	glint/A	troubling	of
goldfish	A	grind	of	blackfish	A	herd	of	seahorses	A	pack	of	perch	A	party	of	rainbow	fish	A	quantity	of	smelts	A	school	of	butterfly	fish	A	school	of	cod	A	shiver/A	school/A	shoal	of	sharks	A	shoal/A	catch/A	draught/A	fray/A	haul/A	run/A	school	of	fish	A	shoal	of	mackerel	A	shoal/A	steam/A	stream/A	swarm	of	minnows	A	shoal/A	school	of	pilchards	A	shoal
of	roach	A	shoal	of	shads	A	shoal/A	spread	of	sticklebacks	A	squad	of	squid	A	swarm	of	dragonet	fish	A	swarm	of	eels	A	troop	of	dogfish	A	troupe	of	shrimp	List	of	Collective	Nouns	for	Insects	A	colony/An	army/A	bike/A	swarm	of	ants	A	swarm/A	bike/A	cast/A	cluster/A	drift/A	game/A	hive/A	stand/A	rabble/A	grist	of	bees	A	bike	of	(wild)	bees	A	flight/A
rabble/A	swarm	of	butterflies	An	army	of	caterpillars	An	intrusion	of	cockroaches	A	swarm/A	cloud/A	business/A	grist/A	hatch	of	flies	A	cloud/A	cluster/A	swarm	of	grasshoppers	A	bike/A	nest/A	swarm	of	hornets	A	flight/A	horde/A	plague/A	rabble/A	swarm	of	insects	A	flock/A	colony/An	infestation	of	lice	A	plague/A	cloud/A	swarm	of	locusts	A
scourge/A	swarm	of	mosquitoes	A	clutter/A	cluster	of	spiders	Collective	Nouns	List	for	Things	List	of	collective	nouns	for	things	in	English.	A	piece	of	jewelery	A	pile	of	money	A	drop	of	rain	A	ray	of	sunshine	A	pinch	of	salt	A	bar	of	soap	A	tube	of	toothpaste	A	ball	of	wool	A	bar	of	soap	A	battery	of	tests	A	bolt	of	lightning	A	bunch	of	books	A	bunch	of
keys	A	bunch	of	keys	A	chest	of	drawers	A	clump	of	reeds	A	deck	of	cards	A	fleet	of	ships	A	fleet	of	vehicles	A	flight	of	stairs	A	gallon	of	gasoline	A	group	of	friends	A	group	of	islands	A	grove	of	trees	A	hedge	of	bushes	A	library	of	books	A	pack	of	cards	A	pair	of	shoes	A	piece	of	furniture	A	piece	of	paper	A	quiver	of	arrows	A	ream	of	paper	A	roll	of
film/cloth	A	series	of	events	A	set	of	books	A	set	of	tools	A	shelf	of	books	A	stack	of	chairs	A	suite	of	furniture	A	suite	of	rooms	Collective	Nouns	List	for	Food	and	Drinks	List	of	collective	nouns	for	food	and	drinks	in	English.	A	bar/A	square	of	chocolate	A	batch	of	cakes	A	bottle	of	milk	A	bowl	of	rice	A	box	of	cereal	A	can	of	soda	A	carton	of	milk	A	cup
of	tea	A	glass	of	water	A	jar	of	honey	A	jug	of	water	A	kilo	of	meat	A	kilo	of	sugar	A	loaf	of	bread	A	packet	of	tea	A	piece	of	cheese	A	piece	of	chocolate	A	pile	of	cookies	A	slice	of	bread	A	slice	of	pizza	A	tub	of	margarine	There	are	many	nouns	in	English.	Nouns	can	either	be	singular	or	plural.	It	is	usually	easy	to	create	plural	nouns	in	English,	but
there	are	some	exceptions.	In	this	lesson,	you	will	learn	about	collective	nouns	(group	nouns).	Click	Here	for	Step-by-Step	Rules,	Stories	and	Exercises	to	Practice	All	English	Tenses	Nouns	are	words	that	name	a	person,	place,	thing,	or	idea.	Collective	nouns	are	nouns	that	describe	a	group,	for	example:	class,	family,	herd,	couple.	These	can	also	be
called	group	nouns.	There	are	about	200	collective	nouns	in	English.	When	we	use	collective	nouns,	we	often	say	"a	group	of	________,"	such	as	a	herd	of	cattle	or	a	clump	of	grass.	But	many	collective	nouns	can	also	stand	alone;	for	example,	"We	moved	the	herd	to	the	new	field."	Some	collective	nouns	are	different	in	other	forms	of	English.	The	lists
of	collective	nouns	on	this	page	are	American	English	collective	nouns.	Table	of	contents	Collective	nouns:	animals	Collective	nouns:	people	Collective	nouns:	things	Collective	nouns:	groups	of	animals	herd	(of	cattle;	of	buffalo;	of	antelope;	of	moose)	school	(of	fish)	gaggle	(of	geese)	colony	(of	bats;	of	ants)	litter	(of	kittens;	of	puppies)swarm	(of	bees)
pack	(of	wolves;	of	coyotes)	bed	(of	oysters)	army	(of	ants)	flock	(of	birds;	of	sheep)	List	of	collective	nouns	describing	groups	of	animals	group	crowd	gang	(of	men)	squad	faculty	(of	teachers)	colony	onlookers	audience	jury	team	army	troupe	company	corporationclass	(of	students;	of	graduates)	List	of	collective	nouns	describing	groups	of	people
bushel	(of	apples)range	(of	mountains)	bunch	(of	grapes)	bundle	(of	sticks;	of	newspapers)	pile	(of	papers;	of	books;	of	magazines;	of	leaves)	belt	(of	asteroids)	cluster	(of	desks;	of	computers;	of	stars)	rack	(of	ribs)	pair	(of	shoelaces;	of	shoes;	of	pants;	of	glasses)	flight	(of	stairs)	pack	(of	cigarettes;	of	gum)	packet	(of	information)	roll	(of	pennies;	of
quarters)	bale	(of	hay;	of	wool)deck	(of	cards)	List	of	collective	nouns	describing	groups	of	things	Collective	nouns	are	usually	singular	because	they	refer	to	a	single	group	of	animals,	people,	or	things.	American	English	speakers	almost	always	use	singular	verbs	with	collective	nouns.	However,	many	collective	nouns	can	be	used	as	singular	OR	plural
depending	on	how	they	are	used	in	a	sentence.	Unfortunately,	there	are	no	good	rules	for	knowing	if	a	collective	noun	should	be	used	as	a	singular	noun	or	a	plural	noun.	Here	is	one	way	to	decide	if	a	collective	noun	is	singular	or	plural.	When	members	of	the	group	of	a	collective	noun	do	things	as	one	group	or	team,	the	collective	noun	is	singular.
Substitute	the	word	it	for	the	collective	noun.	If	it	makes	sense,	use	a	singular	verb.	Examples:	class	=>	The	class	is	watching	a	movie.	(It	is	watching	a	movie.)	herd	=>	The	herd	moves	fast.	(It	moves	fast.)	United	States	=>	The	United	States	celebrates	Christmas	in	December.	(It	celebrates	Christmas	in	December.)	committee	=>	The	committee
chooses	the	new	secretary.	(It	chooses	the	new	secretary.)	family	=>	The	family	takes	a	picture.	(It	takes	a	picture.)	When	members	of	the	group	of	a	collective	noun	do	things	as	individuals,	the	collective	noun	is	plural.	Substitute	they	for	the	collective	noun.	If	they	sounds	correct,	use	a	plural	verb.	Examples:	police	=>	The	police	protect	the	people.
(They	protect	the	people.)	people	=>	The	people	watch	the	parade.	(They	watch	the	parade.)	committee	=>	The	committee	vote	for	the	new	secretary.	(They	vote	for	the	new	secretary.)	family	=>	My	family	are	always	fighting	amongst	themselves.	(They	are	always	fighting	amongst	themselves.)	In	American	English,	most	native	speakers	only	use
singular	verbs	with	collective	nouns.	In	British	English,	plural	and	singular	verbs	are	possible.	Practice	plural	noun	rules	with	English	Plural	Nouns	Worksheets.	By	submitting	your	email,	you	consent	to	receiving	updates	and	newsletters	from	us	and	to	the	sharing	of	your	personal	data	with	third	parties	for	the	purposes	of	sending	you
communications.	We	will	not	spam	you.	You	can	unsubscribe	at	any	time.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	privacy	policy.	Please	share	this	page	with	others:




