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The AP ® Physics 1 Exam is a college-level exam administered every year in May upon the completion of an Advanced Placement Physics 1 course taken at your high school. If you score high enough, your AP Physics score could earn you college credit ! Check out our AP Physics 1 Guide for the essential info you need about the exam: What’s on the
AP Physics 1 exam? The College Board is very detailed in what they require your AP teacher to cover in your AP Physics 1 course. They explain that you should be familiar with the following topics: Kinematics Dynamics Circular Motion and Gravitations Energy Momentum Simple Harmonic Motion Torque and Rotational Motion Read More: Review for
the exam with our AP Physics 1 Crash Course What's the difference between AP Physics 1, 2, and C? AP Physics 1 is the equivalent of the first semester of an introductory college-level course on algebra-based physics, covering the topics of Newtonian mechanics; work, energy, and power. AP Physics 2 is the equivalent of the second semester in the
college-level introductory course, covering the topics of fluid mechanics; thermodynamics; electricity and magnetism; optics; and quantum, atomic, and nuclear physics. AP Physics C: Mechanics and AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism are each equivalent to college-level courses in calculus-based physics. For a comprehensive content review,
check out our book, AP Physics 1 AP Physics 1 Sections & Question Types The AP Physics 1 exam is three hours long and consists of two sections: a multiple-choice section and a free-response section. AP Physics 1 Section Timing Number of Questions Multiple Choice 90 minutes 45 single-select: discrete questions and questions in sets with one
correct answer 5 multi-select: discrete questions with two correct answers Free Response 90 minutes 1 experimental design 1 qualitative/quantitative Translation 3 short answer (requiring a paragraph-length argument) TOTAL: 3 hours 55 questions Note: The College Board has not yet announced if the 2021 digital version of the AP Physics 1 exam
will be in place for future exam years. For updates on the digital test and its format, please visit the AP Physics 1 page on the College Board's website . AP Physics 1 Multiple-Choice Single-select questions are each followed by four possible responses, only one of which is correct. Multi-select questions require two of the listed answer choices to be
selected to answer the question correctly. AP Physics 1 Free Response Questions The free response section consists of five multi-part questions, which require you to write out your solutions, showing your work. Unlike the multiple-choice section, which is scored by a computer, the free-response section is graded by high school and college teachers.
They have guidelines for awarding partial credit, so you may still receive partial points should you not correctly respond to every part of the question. Can you use a calculator on the AP Physics exam? You are allowed to use a calculator on the entire AP Physics 1 Exam—including both the multiple-choice and free-response sections. Scientific or
graphing calculators may be used, provided that they don’t have any unapproved features or capabilities (a list of approved graphing calculators is available on the College Board’s website). What’s on the AP Physics 1 equation sheet? A table of equations commonly used in physics will be provided to you at the exam site. Check out what the AP
Physics 1 formula sheet looks like here . How is AP Physics 1 scored? AP scores are reported from 1 to 5. Colleges are generally looking for a 4 or 5 on the AP Physics I exam, but some may grant credit for a 3. Here’s how students scored on the May 2022 test: AP Physics 1 Score Meaning Percentage of Test Takers 5 Extremely qualified 7.9% 4 Well
qualified 17.0% 3 Qualified 18.3% 2 Possibly qualified 27.1% 1 No recommendation 29.6% Source: College Board Each test is curved so scores vary from year to year, but as we see above, in May 2022 around 50% of test takers earned scores of 1 or 2. You'll want to study hard and prepare for this tough exam . How can I prepare? AP classes are
great, but for many students they’re not enough! For a thorough review of AP Physics 1 content and strategy, pick the AP prep option that works best for your goals and learning style. For more than 40 years, students and families have trusted The Princeton Review to help them get into their dream schools. We help students succeed in high school
and beyond by giving them resources for better grades, better test scores, and stronger college applications. Follow us on Twitter: @ThePrincetonRev. The AP Physics 1 course is organized into 7 topics: Introduction to Physics, Kinematics, Dynamics, Work and Energy, Momentum and Collisions, Rotational Motion, Oscillations, and Waves The AP
Physics 1 exam is divided into two sections: multiple-choice (50 questions, 1 hour 30 minutes) and free-response (5 questions, 90 minutes). The mean score for the AP Physics 1 exam in 2022 was 3.02 out of 5. This is higher than the mean score for all AP subjects in 2022, which was 2.92. The pass rate of the AP Physics 1 Exam for 2022 was 43.3%.
This is lower than the pass rate for AP overall. With AP Physics 1, some majors that you could choose from include engineering, physics, and mathematics. Some career pathways you could pursue include engineer, physicist, and mathematician. If you're a high school student getting ready for the AP Physics 1 exam and feeling daunted by the exam’s
scope and format, this blog is for you. According to surveyed data of class alumnae, the pass rate for the AP Physics 1 exam was 43.3% in 2022 which is lower than the average AP exam pass rate of 60%. The difficulty rating for the AP Physics 1 exam was 7.7 out of 10. This blog will provide a comprehensive guide on how to prepare and excel on the
exam. We’ll cover all the necessary exam details, including timing and structure, and teach you the key concepts and formulas you’ll need to master. Get started with your AP Physics 1 Exam prep and ace it with our resources! Looking for last minute help for your AP Physics 1 exam in May? Find an expert 1-on-1 online AP Physics 1 tutor from Wiingy
and give your exam prep a boost! The AP Physics 1 exam is a standardized test administered by the College Board to high school students who have completed a one-year introductory course in algebra-based physics. The exam covers topics such as kinematics, dynamics, energy, momentum, simple harmonic motion, and torque and rotational motion,
and consists of multiple-choice and free-response questions that assess students’ knowledge, reasoning, and problem-solving skills. The AP Physics 1 exam is important for several reasons. First, it allows students to earn college credit and/or advanced placement in physics courses, which can save them time and money in college. Second, it provides a
measure of students’ mastery of fundamental physics concepts and skills, which are essential for success in many STEM fields. Finally, it is a recognized credential that can enhance students’ college applications and career prospects. The AP Physics 1 exam consists of two sections: a multiple-choice section and a free-response section. SectionType of
QuestionNo. of QuestionTime LimitMultiple-choice questionsSingle-select (45 questions) and multiple-select (5 questions)5090 minsFree-responsequestionsExperimental design (1 question)Qualitative/quantitative translation (1 question)Short answers (3 questions)590 minsAP Physics 1 exam format AP Physics 1 Exam Guide The multiple-choice
section consists of 50 questions and lasts 90 minutes. The questions are divided into two types: discrete questions and question sets. The free-response section consists of five questions and lasts 90 minutes. The AP Physics 1 exam is 3 hours long. Section 1 of the AP Physics 1 exam is 1 hour and 30 minutes long. This section consists of 50 multiple-
choice questions and holds a weightage of 50% in the score distribution. Section 2 of the AP Physics 1 exam is 1 hour and 30 minutes long. This section consists of 5 free-response questions and holds a weightage of 50% in the score distribution. Five “big ideas” of physics, which include fundamental scientific concepts, theories, and procedures, serve
as the basis for AP Physics 1. The AP Physics 1 test covers the following five big ideas: Big Idea 1: Objects and systems have properties such as mass and charge. Systems may have internal structures. Big Idea 2: Fields existing in space can be used to explain interactions. Big Idea 3: The interactions of an object with other objects can be described by
forces. Big Idea 4: Interactions between systems can result in changes in those systems. Big Idea 5: Changes that occur as a result of interactions are constrained by conservation laws. Units coveredExam weightage (Multiple-choice section)Unit 1: Kinematics12-18%Unit 2: Dynamics16-20%Unit 3: Circular motion and Gravitation6-8%Unit 4:
Energy20-28%Unit 5: Momentum12-18%Unit 6: Simple Harmonic Motion4-6%Unit 7: Torque and Rotational Motion12-18%Topics covered in AP Physics 1 Source: College Board NOTE: According to the College Board, the AP Physics 1 exam will only cover the content from Units 1 through 7. Because the AP Physics 2 exam already incorporates the
topics from earlier Units 8, 9, and 10, the same topics will not be included in the AP Physics 1 exam. This modification was initially introduced for the 2021 exam cycle and will remain as permanent. The AP Physics 1 exam for the year 2025 will be held on Friday, May 16, at 8:00 AM local time. The AP Physics 1 exam is administered at schools or
testing centers designated by the College Board. To register for the AP Physics 1 exam, students must enroll in the corresponding AP course at their high school and then register for the exam through their AP coordinator. The registration deadline is typically in the spring, but students should check with their AP coordinators for the specific deadline
at their school. There is a fee associated with taking the exam, but fee reductions or waivers may be available for students with financial needs. Is the AP Physics 1 exam hard? According to a survey, the AP Physics 1 course is considered very hard by former students, with a difficulty rating of 7.2 out of 10. Despite this, it remains a popular course
with over 137,000 entries in 2021 and 144,000 entries in 2022. The course is challenging due to its focus on college-level physics concepts and the need for a strong understanding of algebra, which not all high school students possess. Additionally, the exam consists of both multiple-choice and free-response questions, which require different
problem-solving skills. Despite the difficulty, 80% of students who have taken the course would recommend it to others. Success in the course requires a significant amount of hard work and dedication, but it can be highly rewarding for those who are willing to put in the effort. Discover how private tutoring can transform your preparation and help
you excel in science-related subjects, including AP Physics 1. Read more in our blog: Achieving Better Grades in Science with Private Tutoring. To ace the AP Physics 1 exam, you need to have a solid understanding of the key concepts and formulas that are covered in the course. Some of the key topics you should focus on include: Kinematics: Motion
in one and two dimensions, velocity, acceleration, and displacement. Forces: Newton’s laws of motion, friction, circular motion, and centripetal force. Energy: Work, kinetic and potential energy, conservation of energy, and power. Momentum: Impulse, conservation of momentum, and collisions. To master these concepts, you should review your class
notes and textbook, and work through practice problems and sample questions. The more you practice the problems, the better you will be prepared for the exam. In addition to reviewing the content, it’s important to develop a strategy for tackling the free-response section of the exam. Here are some tips: Take on the “easiest” question after reading
through all 5 FRQs. Make sure you understand what the question is asking before you start answering it. Read the entire question and underline key phrases or concepts. Utilize the first question to boost your self-assurance and get you through a challenging portion. Explain your responses in detail to support them The free-response section of the
exam requires you to show your work and explain your reasoning. Make sure you write out all the steps you take to solve the problem and explain your thought process. Label your diagrams properly Draw clear, labeled diagrams to help you visualize the problem and communicate your solution. Check your work twice before submitting Before you
submit your answers, double-check your calculations and make sure you’ve answered the question correctly. Remember to pace yourself during the exam The AP Physics 1 exam is three hours long and consists of multiple-choice and free-response sections. You have about 90 seconds per multiple-choice question and about 12 minutes per free-
response question. Use your time wisely and don’t spend too much time on any one question. In 2022, only 7.9% of the 144,526 students who took the AP Physics 1 exam scored a 5. While 3 is considered the unofficial passing rate, most elite universities, such as Harvard or Princeton, offer AP credit only if you score 5 or higher. Getting a 5 is
possible if you have the right support in your high school, but that’s rarely the case. Here at Wiingy, we work with vetted AP AP Physics 1 tutors with demonstrated expertise and experience in helping students score a 5 on AP exams. Unlike tutor marketplaces, every Wiingy tutor is screened individually and undergoes a comprehensive assessment.
Less than 3% of applicants are selected to become tutors on Wiingy’s platform, ensuring tutors are highly qualified and experienced in teaching AP courses. Our online tutors will work with you 1-on-1 to master the content and skills you need to succeed. Experienced tutors can provide you with curriculum-specific guides and practice questions and
familiarize you with the exam format to help you ace the test. We know that sometimes you don’t want to pay for private tutoring because it is too expensive. It’s common to see tutoring costs between $100 to $150 per hour. Wiingy’s rates are affordable, starting from just $28 per hour, much lower than the average AP tutoring offered by other
platforms. One more advantage of studying with us is that we don’t require you to sign up for any packages or yearly subscriptions. You can sign up for as little as one lesson and add more lessons as per your requirements. While we try to match you with the perfect tutor as per your needs, we know that sometimes even the best tutors might not be
the right fit for you. That’s why we offer you the Perfect Match Guarantee, which means that if you are not satisfied with your tutor for any reason, you can request a free replacement at any time. Sign up with Wiingy AP AP Physics 1 Tutoring today and achieve your goal of scoring a 5 on your AP Test! In conclusion, the AP Physics 1 exam covers
essential topics such as kinematics, dynamics, energy, momentum, simple harmonic motion, and torque and rotational motion. The AP Physics 1 exam holds significant importance for several reasons. In 2020, the pass rate for the exam was 61.4%, which decreased to 55.7% in 2022. Similarly, the mean score for AP Calculus AB was 3.07 in 2020 and
2.91 in 2022, indicating the challenges faced by students. Despite AP Physics 1’s difficulty, with a difficulty rating of 5.5 out of 10, the exam remains popular, with over 137,000 entries in 2021 and 144,000 entries in 2022. The AP Physics 1 exam holds significant importance as it offers the opportunity to earn college credit or advanced placement,
showcases mastery of fundamental physics concepts, and enhances college applications and career prospects. Best of luck on your journey toward acing the AP Physics 1 exam! Looking for last minute help for your AP Physics 1 exam in May? Find an expert 1-on-1 online AP Physics 1 tutor from Wiingy and give your exam prep a boost! The AP Physics
1 exam consists of a total of 55 questions; 50 multiple-choice questions and 5 free-response questions. The AP Physics 1 exam is administered by the College Board every year in the month of May. Passing this exam marks the completion of the AP Physics 1 course. The test includes topics such as kinematics, dynamics, energy, and momentum. As of
2023, the cost of taking the AP Physics 1 test in the United States is $95 per exam. Nevertheless, the price may differ for students from other countries and for those who qualify for fee exemptions or discounts. 70% of the AP Physics 1 is conceptual questions and 25% is problem-solving. The memorization of such a broad range of topics, complex
concepts, and the need to apply knowledge to solve problems, is what makes the AP Physics 1 exam so hard. The amount of time you should study for the AP Physics exam varies depending on your prior knowledge and understanding of the subject. However, it’'s recommended that you spend at least 3-4 months studying for the exam, dedicating 1-2
hours of study per day, and increasing the time as the exam approaches. Section 2: Free Response 1 hour 30 minutes | 5 questions | 50% of score The second part of the exam is the free-response section, which also lasts for one hour and 30 minutes and accounts for the remaining 50% of your score. This section is divided into five questions:
Experimental Design Question: Assesses your ability to design and describe a scientific investigation, analyze authentic laboratory data, and identify patterns or explain phenomena Qualitative/Quantitative Translation: Assesses your ability to translate between quantitative and qualitative justification and reasoning Paragraph Argument (Short-Answer
Question): Assesses your ability to create a paragraph-length response, consisting of a coherent argument about a physics phenomenon that uses the information presented in the question and proceeds in a logical, expository fashion to arrive at a conclusion (2) Short-Answer Questions: Two short answer questions that focus on practices and learning
objectives not highlighted in the other question types The first two questions (experimental design and qualitative/quantitative translation) are weighted heavier than the three short-answer questions. Experimental design and qualitative/quantitative translation are both 12-point questions, while the short-answer questions are worth seven points
each. Example of a qualitative/quantitative translation free-response question: Source: College Board. Example of a paragraph-argument, short-answer, free-response question: Source: College Board. You are expected to bring and use a four-function graphing or scientific calculator on the exam. You should be familiar with your calculator, and it’s a
good idea to bring extra batteries. Sharing calculators during the exam is not allowed, but you may bring up to two calculators. You can find the complete calculator policy and a list of acceptable models on the College Board website. AP Physics 1 Score Distribution, Average Score, and Passing Rate Exam 54 3 2 1 AP Physics 1 6.7% 18.2% 20.5%
28.7% 25.9% In 2019, the AP Physics 1 exam held the distinction of being one of the most difficult AP exams—it has the lowest pass rate and the third-lowest percentage of students who scored a 5. Only 45.4% of students taking the exam passed it (by receiving a score of 3 or above), and a scant 6.7% received the highest score of 5. Nearly a quarter
of all test-takers received the lowest score possible, a 1. For this reason, you will need to make sure that you study the material thoroughly, using all possible means to master your skills and grasp the big ideas before exam day. Tips to Prepare for the AP Physics 1 Exam Step 1: Assess Your Skills It’s important to start your studying off with a good
understanding of your existing knowledge. You can find sample questions with scoring explanations included in the AP Physics 1 course description, and there are more available in a separate Sample Questions AP Physics 1 and AP Physics 2 Exams booklet. You can also find practice exams in many of the commercial study guides. Step 2: Study the
Material The theory that you will need to know for AP Physics 1 ranges in depth from very broad topics to the application of specific equations. For a specific idea of where to focus your studying, you may consider using an updated commercial study guide. The Princeton Review’s Cracking the AP Physics 1 Exam, 2020 Edition: Practice Tests & Proven
Techniques to Help You Score a 5 provides a fairly comprehensive guide to the exam content, though at over 400 pages, it is sometimes criticized for its length. Another solid choice is Barron’s AP Physics 1 and 2, which is designed around AP Physics 1’s big ideas and scientific principles. Additionally, there are a number of free study resources
available online. Many AP teachers have posted complete study guides, review sheets, and test questions—here is an example of a particularly helpful teacher-posted website. One complete final review study guide is available, as well as a free online course. There are also video tutorials for each unit and free-response explanations available for free
from Khan Academy. Another convenient way to study is to use one of the recently developed apps for AP exams. Make sure you read reviews before choosing one—their quality varies widely. One app that does receive good reviews is the AP Physics 1 app created by Varsity Tutors, and it’s totally free. Finally, make sure to familiarize yourself with the
tools that will be available to you during the exam. Make sure that you know how to use your calculator effectively. Also, review the table of equations that will be furnished to you during the exam. Step 3: Practice Multiple-Choice Questions Practice some multiple-choice questions to put your knowledge to the test and to fine-tune your test-taking
skills. You can find these in most study guides or through online searches—Varsity Tutors and Study.com are both great places to start. You could also try taking the multiple-choice section of another practice exam. There are numerous practice multiple-choice tests available, including AP Physics 1 Supplemental Problem Sets. The College Board
Course Description also includes many practice multiple-choice questions along with explanations of their answers. As you go through these, try to keep track of which areas are still tripping you up, and go back over this theory again. Focus on understanding what each question is asking, and keep a running list of any concepts that are still
unfamiliar. Step 4: Practice Free-Response Questions There are three different types of questions in the AP Physics 1 free-response section. The first type consists of short-answer questions, one of which will demand a paragraph-length response. This is a specific clue from the College Board about the type of response you will need to produce for full
credit. A handout from the College Board explains that paragraph-length responses ask you to demonstrate an ability to communicate your understanding of a physical situation in a reasoned, expository analysis. Readers look for responses that offer a “coherent, organized, and sequential description of the analysis” using strong evidence from the
course curriculum such as specific physical principles. In AP Physics 1, the argument may include diagrams, graphs, equations, and perhaps calculations to support the line of reasoning, but it should be based primarily on strongly written analysis without extraneous detail. The College Board summarizes that a successful response will “analyze a
situation and construct a coherent, sequenced, well-reasoned exposition that cites evidence and principles of physics.” Another portion of the free-response section tasks you with evaluating an experimental design. You will need to be familiar with your own lab investigations and draw upon your real-world experience in inquiry-based instruction to
design an experiment, justify your design, describe your measurements, and critique the value of your hypothetical results. The remaining portion of the free-response section asks you to perform a quantitative/qualitative translation. In this section, you will make a qualitative judgment about which physical principles apply to a given situation and
then use these principles quantitatively to solve an equation. Often, you will take your thinking one step further and infer how the equation might apply to other similar situations. Exam readers expect you to pay close attention to the task verbs used in the free-response prompts. On the AP Physics 1 exam, these most commonly include: describe,
explain, justify, calculate, derive, determine, sketch, plot, draw, label, design, or outline. Know precisely what each one of these words is asking you to do. The definitions of these words can be found beginning on page 149 of the course description. Underline each section of the question, circle the task verb, and check them off as you write. Many
students lose points by simply forgetting to include one part of a multi-part question. Remember that credit for the answers depends on the quality of the solutions and the explanations are given; partial solutions may receive partial credit, so you should show all your work. Correct answers without supporting work may not earn full credit. Last but
not least, make sure to review the examples of scored free-responses so that you can understand exactly what to expect in this section and how you will be evaluated. The College Board provides many examples of actual prompts from the past years and includes authentic student responses with scores and an explanation of why they were scored that
way. Step 5: Take Another Practice Test After you've completed an initial review of the material and the test, take another practice test to evaluate your progress. You should see a steady progression of knowledge, and be able to identify which areas have improved the most and which areas still need improvement. If you have time, repeat each of the
steps above to incrementally increase your score. Step 6: Exam Day Specifics If you're taking the AP course associated with this exam, your teacher will walk you through how to register. If you’'re self-studying, check out our blog post How to Self-Register for AP Exams. For information about what to bring to the exam, see our post What Should I
Bring to My AP Exam (And What Should I Definitely Leave at Home)? Want access to expert college guidance—for free? When you create your CollegeVine account, you’ll be able to find out your real admissions chances, build a best-fit school list, learn how to improve your profile, and get your questions answered by experts and peers—all for free!
Sign up for your CollegeVine account today to get a boost on your college journey. For more about APs, check out these other CollegeVine posts: 2020 AP Exam Schedule How Long is Each AP Exam? Easiest and Hardest AP Exams If you're gearing up to tackle the AP Physics 1 exam, it’s completely normal to feel a little overwhelmed. There’s a lot to
keep track of! In this blog, we're breaking down the ins and outs of the AP Physics 1 exam. We’'ll provide an overview of how the exam works, how the exam is scored, and things you absolutely must do before sitting the exam! Unlike traditional physics courses, AP Physics 1 takes a more conceptual approach, focusing on key concepts and reasoning
skills rather than memorization of formulas. This means you won't just be crunching numbers but understanding the "why" behind the physical phenomena. Here are the core concepts you'll encounter throughout the AP Physics 1 exam: Kinematics Dynamics Circular Motion and Gravitations Energy Momentum Simple Harmonic Motion Torque and
Rotational Motion The exam is split into two main sections: Makes up 50% of your total exam score. 50 questions in total, each with four answer options. 45 single-select questions, where one answer is correct. 5 multi-select questions where two answers are correct. Makes up 50% of your total exam score. 5 free-response questions of different types
The free responses are categorized into 4 different types, each assessing a different skill or concept: Experimental Design (1 question): Designing and describing a physics experiment, analyzing data, and identifying and explaining patterns in the data. Qualitative/Quantitative Translation (1 question): Applying qualitative and quantitative reasoning
and translating from one to the other. Short Answer: Paragraph Argument (1 question): Creating a coherent argument using information provided in the question for a logical, well-supported conclusion. Short Answer (2 questions): Other skills not assessed in the previous questions. SectionDurationScore WeightingStructureMultiple-Choice Questions
(MCQ)90 minutes50%- 45 single-select questions, where one answer is correct. - 5 multi-select questions where two answers are correct.Free-Response Questions (FRQ)90 minutes50%- 1 Experimental Design question - 1 Qualitative/Quantitative Translation question - 1 Paragraph Argument question - 2 Short Answer questions The duration of the
exam is 3 hours in total. The MCQ section is 90 minutes long, and the FRQ section is another 90 minutes.Why AP Exams Matter More Than Ever While the total possible number of points from the exam are 95 points, your total score is scaled down to be a number from 1 to 5, similar to a letter grade.AP Physics 1 Exam ScoreQualificationClosest
Equivalent College Grade5Extremely well qualifiedA+ or A4Very well qualifiedA-, B+, or B3QualifiedB-, C+, or C2Possibly qualified-1No recommendation-To increase your chances of getting credit at a top university, you’ll need a score of 4 or 5 - that’s the score most schools accept to grant college credit. The MCQ is worth 50 points, 1 point per
question. For the FRQs, each question is worth a different amount of points.SectionNumber of questionsPoints per questionTotal possible pointsWeightingMCQ50 questions1 point per question50 points50%FRQs5 questionsExperimental Design: 12 Qualitative/Quantitative Translation: 12 Short Answer Paragraph Argument: 7 Short Answer Questions:
7 per question45 points50%Remember: The total number of points you score for each section contributes to 50% of your total score - so both sections are equally important! AP Physics 1 covers a broad range of topics, introducing you to the fundamentals of mechanics, waves, Newtonian mechanics and electricity. It's a bit like the first semester of a
college-level physics class without diving too deep into calculus. AP Physics C is a more mathematically rigorous exploration of Physics and dives deeper into calculus. It’s divided into two parts: Mechanics and Electricity and Magnetism. Practice makes perfect, and this definitely applies to getting good grades for AP Physics 1 exam. Dig into past
exam questions to get a feel for the format, question types, and the level of difficulty you can expect. This not only helps you identify your weak spots but also boosts your confidence as you become more familiar with the exam's nuances. Review past exam questions here. The Chief Reader Report is your secret weapon for understanding what the
examiners are looking for. This report provides insights into common mistakes made by students in previous years to avoid similar pitfalls and fine-tune your strategies for success. Review the Chief Reader Report here. AP Physics 1 questions often come with specific tasks and verbs that can give you valuable clues about what's expected. Don't
underestimate the importance of this! Here’s a list of the common tasks and verbs used in the AP Physics 1 Exam and what they mean:Verb/TaskMeaningCalculate/”What is?”Apply mathematical steps (basic algebra, formulas from the provided AP Physics 1 formula and equation sheet) to arrive at a final calculated answer.CompareFind relationships
and differences between two different things. Describe or explain this.DeriveUse equations, laws and mathematical steps in a proper sequence to come at a final answer. Show all the step of the process.DescribeProvide correct information that is relevant to the topic or question. Determine: Come to a decision or conclusion using reasoning or
evidence after evaluating the given information in the question. Estimate/EvaluateRoughly calculate numerical answers, signs (positive or negative), or compare values (equal to, less than, greater than). You don’t need to show steps in calculations when estimating.ExplainUse evidence, reasoning and/or data to provide information about why or how a
particular thing happens.LabelAdd labels to a visual representation to indicate units, scale, or other components.PlotAdd data points and/or scale/units as needed to a graph. Sketch/Draw This type of task requires you to create a visual representation to illustrate or explain.State/Indicate/CirclePoint out or state your answer without an elaboration.
Avoid writing an extensive amount of words and try to be as concise and accurate as possible. At the exam, you’'re provided an equation sheet containing equations commonly used in physics will be provided to you at the exam site. Familiarize yourself with every equation on this sheet - knowing which formulas are at your disposal can save you
precious time during the exam. Make it your go-to reference, and ensure you understand when and how to apply each equation. Review the equation sheet here. Make sure you're using a calculator that's permitted for the exam. A four-function, scientific, or graphing calculator is allowed on both sections of the exam. Other types of calculators might
not be allowed. Remember that calculators may not be shared during the exam, so prepared and bring the correct calculator. Tutors can provide personalized assistance, offer targeted feedback, and help you navigate challenging topics. It's like having a dedicated coach in your corner, ensuring you're fully prepared for whatever the exam throws at
you. If you're looking for the perfect score, our expert tutors can help - some of the best teachers in the world tutor at Crimson! Get in touch with us to get started. Let's start with the foundation - a good night's sleep. This isn't just a casual suggestion; it's a game-changer. Your brain needs to be firing on all cylinders, and a well-rested you is more
likely to tackle those AP physics challenges effectively. Aim for 7-9 hours of sleep before exam day. Create a bedtime routine to wind down, avoid caffeine late in the day, and resist the urge to pull an all-nighter - it’s never worth it. As you enter the exam room, find your zen zone. Take a few deep breaths - in through the nose, out through the mouth.
This isn't a cliche; deep breathing calms your nervous system, reducing anxiety. Remind yourself that you've prepared for the AP Physics 1 Exam thoroughly. Read each question carefully, underlining key terms. This helps organize your thoughts and signals to your brain that you've got this under control. Time management is your invisible companion
in this physics adventure. Mastering time management during the exam is crucial - here’s how to do it: Don't get stuck: If a question feels like quicksand, don't let it pull you under. Mark it, skip it, and revisit it later. Be efficient: This applies to any exam, but especially the AP Physics 1 Exam. Revise the keywords listed above, and train yourself to read
questions efficiently. Identify key terms, underline essential information, and focus on what's being asked. Practice, Practice, Practice: Take practice exams under timed conditions. This hones your instincts, helping you gauge how much time to allocate for different question types. When packing your exam essentials, think like an organized physicist.
As mentioned above, you'll need the right calculator, but you’ll need to pack a few other things too: ID Sharpened Pencils Erasers Water Bottle Even if you have anything like a lucky charm - if it brings you comfort, toss it in.What Makes Crimson Different Wondering how your AP® Physics 1 score is determined? Then check out this interactive AP®
Physics 1 score calculator! Just input numbers or adjust the sliders for the multiple choice and free-response sections. You'll get an immediate score calculation.At this time, the College Board has not officially released a scoring worksheet that reflects the latest updates to AP® Physics 1. In order to create our projected curve, we have taken the
relative percentages of the MCQ and FRQ as well as the point values of each question as outlined In the scoring guidelines released for 2024-2025 here. Talk to us about bringing Albert to your school! Also, check out this reference for the best AP® Physics 1 review books. We thought it would be helpful to bridge the gap between our AP® Score
Calculator (above) with the original practice exams published on Albert.io. This way, you can see how your practice in Albert.io might translate into the score curves on the real exams. NOTE — These score distributions are ONLY relevant for the multiple-choice sections of Albert.io’s full-length practice exams. All of these practice exams are 100%
original and can only be found on Albert.io here. Earning a 3, 4, or 5 is generally accepted as scoring well on an AP® exam. As reported by the College Board, a 3 is ‘qualified,” a 4 ‘well qualified,” and a 5 ‘extremely well qualified.” Depending on the college or university you plan to attend, credits can be awarded for scores within the 3-5 range. Review
the AP® Credit Policy for schools you're considering with the College Board’s search tool. When assessing your performance on the Physics 1 Exam, think about the exam content and your performance versus your peers. According to the latest 2024 AP® Physics 1 score distribution report, only 47.3% of students received a passing score of 3 or
higher. AP® Physics 1 is one of the most difficult AP® exams. Any passing score is an accomplishment. The average AP® Physics 1 score changes yearly due to factors such as student preparation and revision of exams. The College Board typically attempts to maintain consistency in exams for each subject. We can analyze the average AP® Physics

1 score more efficiently by considering a multi-year trend. We can refer to the AP® Student Score Distributions released every year by the College Board. The current version of AP® Physics 1 is being offered in the 2024-2025 school year. In the 2024 testing year, the mean score was 2.59; in 2023, it was 2.55; in 2022, it was 2.47; and in 2021, it was
2.41. These scores are consistent but may increase as students and teachers become more accustomed to the new exam. The scores on AP® exams are curved every year by the College Board to standardize student performance across years and across subjects. Courses, AP® Physics 1 included, are essentially college-level subjects. The scoring
guidelines are intended to emulate the austerity of similar college courses. Luckily, Albert.io has developed many informational articles to help you further prepare for the AP® Physics 1 Exam. Take advantage of our extensive study library beginning with these topics. For more practice visit the Albert.io guide to AP® Physics 1 where we’ve collected
hundreds of multiple-choice and free-response questions for you. Increase your chances for a passing score with Albert.io! For the 2015-2016 school year, students using Albert.io resources for AP® Physics 1 & 2 reported a 9.95% higher pass rate than the national average! Albert.io’s AP® Physics 1 score calculator was created to encourage you as
you study for the upcoming exam. Our score calculators are based on official College Board exam material to present you with accurate and up-to-date information. This easy tool will help you monitor your progress and pinpoint weak areas for further study. Kickstart your AP® Physics 1 prep with Albert. Start your AP® exam prep today. Practice
AP® Physics 1 Questions on Albert! 40 Questions | 80 Minutes | 50% of Exam Score Questions are either discrete questions or question sets, in which students are provided with a stimulus or a set of data and a series of related questions. Section II: Free Response4 Questions | 100 Minutes | 50% of Exam Score This section contains 4 free-response
questions, one of each of the following types: Mathematical routinesTranslation between representations Experimental design and analysisQualitative/quantitative translationExam RevisionsTo learn more about recent changes to the exam format, visit AP Physics Revisions for 2024-25. A four-function, scientific, or graphing calculator is allowed on
both sections of the exam. Schools can print the table of information sheet and provide it to students on exam day. It is also available in Bluebook. Make sure you and your students know which calculators are permitted. Review free-response questions and scoring information from past exams. What are your chances of acceptance?+ add
schoolUnweighted GPA: 3.7Low accuracy (4 of 18 factors) AP Physics is one of the most rigorous AP courses. BestColleges explores AP Physics 1 to see if this challenging course is right for you.AP Physics 1 consistently tops the list of most difficult AP classes.AP Physics 1 explores college-level content and covers foundational science
knowledge.Students with strong math and science skills are most likely to earn a passing AP exam score.While all advanced placement classes provide high school students a taste of college-level coursework while offering the chance to earn college credit, AP classes offer a broad spectrum of potential difficulty. Year after year, AP Physics 1
consistently ranks as one of the most challenging AP classes available.Below, we highlight vital information to help you figure out if tackling AP Physics 1 is the right choice for you. Keep reading to see if taking AP Physics 1 makes sense for your schedule and college goals.Students enrolled in an AP Physics 1 course encounter university-level
introductory physics content rooted in algebra. Learners typically complete geometry and algebra II courses before beginning their AP Physics 1 coursework.Students will learn about essential scientific practices applicable to physics and other scientific disciplines. These scientific practices include modeling, scientific questioning, experimental
methods, and data analysis. During this course, 25% of classroom time is dedicated to experiential laboratory work. Topics typically covered in an AP Physics 1 course include:KinematicsDynamicsCircular motion and gravitationEnergy and momentumSimple harmonic motionTorque and rotational motionSystems and fieldsForce
interactionsChangeConservationOne of the top questions students ask before taking an AP class is how difficult the course is. Various factors determine the level of difficulty of AP Physics 1. Keep reading to review three key factors that help gauge the potential challenge of an AP course.When determining how difficult AP Physics 1 really is, pass
rates are typically the first place to look. Objective test data offers a clear indicator of how many students pass and receive perfect scores. When compared to the pass rates of other AP classes, students can get a clear idea about how these courses stack up.The data in the table below makes one thing clear: AP Physics 1 is considerably more difficult
when compared to the average across all AP classes. AP Physics 1 students receive passing and perfect scores at a significantly lower rate than average.AP Physics Exam Pass RatesAP Class/ExamPass Rate (3 or Higher)Perfect Score (5)AP Physics51.6%8.8%All AP Classes71.13%19.57%Remember that other factors can significantly impact student
performance. Data indicates that AP Physics 1 is challenging, but elements like teacher efficacy and student support can also impact pass rates.The course content for AP Physics 1 comprises seven units logically sequenced so future topics build upon earlier content. Beginning with kinematics and ending with torque and rotational motion, teachers
break down units into more digestible topics.In addition to the sequence of units, students also tackle broader foundational topics such as systems, force interactions, and fields. Before completing the class, students gain familiarity with scientific practices like argumentation, scientific questioning, and experimental methods.Not every student brings
the same set of skills to the academic table. As a result, one student might excel in an AP History class while struggling in a course like AP Physics 1. Top performing AP Physics 1 students are typically comfortable in math and science classes. Solid grades in prerequisites like geometry and algebra II are a reliable predictor of AP Physics 1
readiness.Most students take AP Physics 1 during their junior or senior years, enrolling after the completion of standard prerequisites like geometry and algebra II. As a result, students in their first two years of high school may not have the necessary skills for success in this college-level class.Considering that AP Physics 1 consistently ranks as the
most difficult among AP classes, tackling additional AP coursework simultaneously could prove too much for some students. Students should evaluate their workload and build a schedule that is challenging while avoiding burnout.Successful completion of the AP Physics 1 exam is a student’s key to earning college credit. The following section reviews
how the exam is structured, scored, and what score students need to achieve to earn college credit.AP Physics 1 Score Distributions, May 2020Exam ScoreNumber of StudentsPercentage of Students513,2178.8%426,82317.9%337,12924.8%239,58126.5%132,73821.9%The AP Physics 1 exam is three hours long and students encounter two distinct
sections: multiple-choice questions and a written, free-response section. The multiple-choice section is worth 50% of the total exam score and encompasses 50 questions. Students have 90 minutes to complete the multiple-choice section of the exam.For the free-response portion of the AP Physics 1 exam, students must complete five written questions
in 90 minutes. In this section, students demonstrate knowledge in experimental design and qualitative and quantitative translation.Section I: 50 multiple-choice questions (90 minutes)Section II: 5 free-response questions (90 minutes)Like all other AP exams, students completing the AP Physics 1 exam receive scores from 1-5. A score of 5 is a perfect
score and fewer than 9% of students in May 2020 received this score. The two sections of this test — multiple choice and free response — each make up 50% of the exam score.The two sections of the exam offer distinct challenges. While some students may thrive in the free-response section due to strong writing skills, others may find the written
portion considerably more challenging. When preparing for the exam, test-takers should prioritize the test areas that they find most difficult. How the AP Physics 1 Exam is ScoredSection 150%Multiple-Choice Questions50%Section 250%Free-Response Experimental Design Question13.36%Free-Response Qualitative/Quantitative Translation
Question13.36%Free-Response Paragraph Argument Question7.78%Free-Response Short Answer Questions (2)15.56%The score students need to secure to earn college credit varies between schools, but they all require at least a minimum score of 3. The vast majority of schools accept scores of 3 or 4 for college credit, but a few schools may require
a score of 5.For students curious about what score they need to earn for prospective schools, College Board offers a handy search tool that aggregates a vast number of schools and their AP score requirements.Because AP Physics 1 ranks as one of the most difficult AP courses, prospective students often consider whether taking the course is worth a
potential hit to their GPA. Successful AP Physics 1 students traditionally excel in STEM classes and performed well in prerequisite coursework.Students deciding which AP classes they should take can review AP exam pass rates and topics covered in the course. They can also reach out to the course instructor and students with AP Physics 1
experience to gather more information.For students with an aptitude for math and science, and for those who see college-level physics in their future, tackling the especially rigorous AP Physics 1 is definitely worth the challenge. AP classes are worth it because they provide students experience with college-level coursework and allow them to earn
college credit while still in high school.Additionally, AP Physics 1 students gain hands-on lab experience and familiarize themselves with foundational scientific knowledge. Traditionally, students who earn a 3 or better on the AP Physics 1 exam can receive college credit.Based on College Board pass rates, AP Physics 1 is more difficult than AP
Chemistry. That said, AP Chemistry is not far behind — AP Physics 1 has a pass rate of about 52% while AP Chemistry has a pass rate of 56%.When considering which AP course is the best option, students should consider pass rates, course content, and whether their skills align with course objectives.When reviewing an applicant’s high school
transcript, colleges and universities will certainly notice AP Physics 1. Because AP Physics 1 has a reputation as one of the most challenging AP classes, college admission officials see an applicant willing to tackle tough course content.Additionally, students who complete AP Physics 1 with a solid grade and earn a passing score on the AP exam
demonstrate that they are ready for college-level academics.Feature Image: Jon Feingersh Photography Inc / DigitalVision / Getty ImagesLearn how to find the “easiest” AP classes, which have more flexible study requirements, and earn college credit through classes with high exam pass rates.Considering taking AP U.S. History? Learn how difficult
this course and exam are and get tips on how you can earn the score you want.Learn about the AP U.S. Government and Politics course materials and exam as well as how this AP course could impact your college applications. Back Most exams are 2-3 hours long. The first part of the exam usually consists of multiple-choice questions. You will choose
1 of 4-5 answer choices for each question. Your total exam score on the multiple-choice section is based only on the number of questions answered correctly. You won'’t receive or lose points for incorrect answers or unanswered questions. The second part of the exam usually consists of free-response questions that require you to generate your own
responses. Depending on the exam, your responses could be in the form of an essay, a solution to a problem, or a spoken response. Details about each subject are on the exam pages. To understand the requirements for AP® Physics 1 in 2025, you should consider the following AP® Physics 1 FAQs listed below. The AP® Physics 1 exam is considered
one of the more difficult exams in the AP® collection of exams. Physics is considered an advanced science, and the AP® version of it is meant to escalate the complexity to the college level. This exam requires an understanding of trigonometry as well as algebra and geometry. One way to gauge the difficulty of AP® exams is based on the percentage
of students who passed the exam in past years. Only 47.3% of those who took the AP® Physics exam in 2024 scored a 3 or higher. The mean score was 2.59. The annual passing rate and the average score on the AP® Physics 1 exam are consistently lower than all AP® exams’ averages. Within the AP® Sciences category, there are seven AP® courses,
four of which are physics courses. Of these, AP® Physics 1 generally has the lowest passing rate of all of the science exams. These passing percentages are based on a total test population of approximately 145,000 students each year. This is significantly higher than the typical testing populations of the other AP® Physics exams. The relatively low
passing rate on AP® Physics 1 is partly due to the large group of students taking the exam - some of the students in the course might be taking an advanced physics course for the first time or may not have deep expertise in the subject area. Since this test has a lower passing rate than other AP® exams, it will be helpful for you to understand how the
course contents are weighted on the exam. Using this information, you can be sure to devote more study time to those areas that are more heavily reflected on the exam. There are eight total units covered in the AP® Physics 1 course. Each is reflected in the exam content at varying percentages. The units with the highest exam weight are Unit 2:
Force and Translational Dynamics and Unit 3: Work, Energy, and Power, which both account for 18-23% of the exam content. Unit 1: Kinematics, Unit 4: Linear Motion, Unit 5: Torque and Rotational Dynamics, and Unit 8: Fluids each are weighted 10-15%. Lastly, Unit 6: Energy and Momentum of Rotating Systems and Unit 7: Oscillations are
weighted 5-8% percent. As you can probably gather, scoring a 3 or better on the AP® Physics 1 exam will require significant effort and determination. You can ease the burden slightly by knowing how many questions you must answer correctly in each exam section. You can use Albert’s AP® Physics 1 score calculator to determine this information.
Return to the Table of Contents The short answer is, yes, taking the AP® Physics 1 exam is worth it. There are several ways that you will benefit from taking this exam. Primarily, taking the AP® Physics 1 exam will give you the confidence that you are prepared for the rigors of college-level courses. This confidence can guide you as you choose your
course load for that first semester on campus. In addition, AP® courses can positively impact your college admissions process. Admissions counselors like to see that students are both serious about their education and that they will be able to succeed at the college level. Having AP® exams on your transcript can provide that reassurance. But the
most popular benefit to taking the AP® Physics 1 exam is that it can save you money. When you pass the AP® Physics 1 exam with a score of 3 or higher, you can receive college credit for that course while you are still in high school. You can enter college with college credits already under your belt. This can translate into real savings. Some students
use their AP® credits to graduate early. Others use those freed-up credits to explore a minor or a double major. Whatever you choose to do with your AP® credits, it will translate into savings. This chart shows just a few of the hundreds of colleges that typically accept the AP® Physics 1 exam for college credit, along with the number of credit hours
they award for a passing grade. SchoolMinimum Score RequiredNumber of CreditsNortheastern University45Arizona State University44Ohio State University35Columbia University46University of Southern Californiad4Rutgers University44University of Michigan510Penn State University44 Given that the average cost per credit hour ranges
anywhere from $406 (for in-state residents at a public 4-year college) and up to $1,469 (for a private 4-year university) or greater, this can result in a savings of at least $1,218 to over $4,000. As you can see, the academic benefits combined with the financial benefits make taking the AP® Physics 1 exam worth your time and effort. Return to the Table
of Contents The 2025 AP® Physics 1 exam will be given as a Hybrid Digital exam. The 2025 AP® Physics 1 exam will take place on: Friday, May 16, 2025, at 8am local time Curious about when other AP® exams are happening in 2025? View or download the complete AP® exam schedule here. Return to the Table of Contents Yes! You are allowed to
use a “four-function, scientific, or graphing calculator” on all sections of the AP® Physics 1 test. More details are here. According to the latest update from the College Board exam season timeline, students will receive their AP® scores in July 2025. Historically, the College Board typically releases AP® scores early in the month of July. You’ll be able
to access your AP® scores online with your College Board account username and password Return to the Table of Contents There are two types of questions on the AP® Physics 1 exam: multiple choice questions (MCQs) and Free Response Questions (FRQs). SectionQuestionsTime% of Exam Scorel: Multiple Choice40 MCQs 1 hour and 20
minutes50%?2: Free Response4 FRQs1 hour and 40 minutes50% As you can see, there is equal weighting between the exam’s multiple-choice and free-response portions. The multiple-choice portion consists of 40 questions. Section 2 of the exam includes 4 FRQs on the following topics: Experimental Design and Analysis (1 question)
Qualitative/Quantitative Translation (1 question) Mathematical Routines (1 question) Translation Between Representations (1 question) Pro tip: Get experience designing and setting up experiments. This will help you understand how to incorporate measurements into your calculations on the exam. The weighting of the course units in the actual exam
questions can be really helpful to know as you plan your study strategy. The breakdown is outlined below. How these breakdowns impact your actual exam score can also be useful information to have. You can find this using Albert’s free AP® Physics 1 score calculator. UnitsExam WeightingUnit 1: Kinematics10-15%Unit 2: Force and Translational
Dynamics18-23%Unit 3: Work, Energy, and Powers18-23%Unit 4: Linear Momentum10-15%Unit 5: Torque and Rotational Dynamics10-15%Unit 6: Energy and Momentum of Rotating Systems5-8%Unit 7: Oscillations5-8%Unit 8: Fluids10-15% Return to the Table of Contents AP® Physics 1 is a difficult course with a lower-than-average passing rate. If
you fail the exam, know that there are ways to keep this from derailing your academic future. Failing the AP® Physics 1 exam won’t affect your GPA or your ability to graduate high school. Your school uses your coursework and regular year tests to factor your course grade for AP® Physics 1. Your AP® Physics 1 exam score won’t even come out until
your semester scores have been calculated and reported. However, you will not be able to use a score of 2 or lower for college credit. The minimum score colleges will accept is a 3, and in some cases, the college will require a 4 or even a 5 in order to award credit. If you want to be able to use the AP® Physics 1 exam score for credit, you will need to
retake the exam. Luckily, you can retake the exam as many times as you want without penalty. You will just need to pay the exam fee each time you retake the exam. In the end, you get to decide who sees your AP® exam scores. If you failed AP® Physics 1 or scored lower than you wanted to, you can decide not to share that score with colleges. If you
did send in a low score, you can request that the college substitute your higher retake score in their records. Return to the Table of Contents When to take AP® Physics 1 depends on your reason for taking the course. Students who plan on majoring in engineering may take AP® Physics 1 earlier as a preparation course for taking AP® Physics C later
in high school. Other students who want an introduction to Physics may choose to take it later in high school. AP® Physics 1 has a fairly low passing rate, which usually denotes that the course content and exam are challenging for students. If you wait to take the course, you may find that those additional high school years have made you more
academically confident and might help you on this exam. AP® Physics 1 also has several prerequisites that you will need to take and pass before you can take AP® Physics 1. You must have completed geometry and at least be enrolled in Algebra II concurrently, if not prior to taking AP® Physics 1. The College Board also recommends that students be
familiar with trigonometric functions but stresses that those can be learned in a concurrent course or in AP® Physics 1 itself. When you decide to take AP® Physics 1 will depend on your academic goals and your aptitude for the subject. You should seek the advice of your guidance counselor, parents and teachers, but in the end, the choice is yours.
The College Board has made past AP® Physics 1 exams available for review on the AP® Central Website. These past exams contain a gold-mine of useful information that can help prepare you for this year’s exam. You should take the time to review all of the information listed below. Incorporating these tools into your study plan can save you from
studying the wrong things and focus your attention on what matters. You can find past free-response questions of AP® Physics 1 exams here: While the free-response questions account for half of your overall AP® Physics 1 exam score, the multiple-choice portion makes up the other half. You will want to allocate some study time to these questions as
well. You can find limited practice questions in the AP® Physics 1 Course and Exam Description. Since only 15 sample questions are in the exam description guide, you will want to consult Albert’s AP® Physics 1 page to get more practice. This page has hundreds of additional multiple-choice questions that parallel the learning objectives of the
course. The College Board’s AP® Central website contains some extremely valuable tools that can assist you in preparing for the AP® Physics 1 exam. You should allot time to review these resources as part of your study strategy. The Scoring Guidelines report lets you understand how points are awarded for each question. You can view the question



and the elements that make up a full-credit answer. This knowledge will allow you to understand the level of detail and specificity the graders seek. The Chief Reader Reports might be the most valuable reports of the ones listed above. These reports are written by the Chief Reader for the AP® Physics 1 exam, who is usually a college professor and
someone who is considered an expert in the field of teaching physics. This report will break down each free-response question and point out where students did well or lacked answers. The report also outlines areas students should pay particular attention to when studying in order to answer the questions properly. The Chief Reader Report for 2019
noted that in the responses for question 3, many students did not understand how the measured variables corresponded to the variables in their mathematical expressions. They were too vague in reference to their measured variables. Another useful tool that isn’t listed above is the list of sample responses that are available for each past exam
question. These reports show three separate sample responses for each question. For the 2019 exam, of the 7 possible points for Question 1, one response earned 6 points, one earned 4 points and one only earned two points. You can view all of the responses and a breakdown of why they missed points. You will undoubtedly want to spend a large
portion of your time studying for the free-response portion of the exam, but don’t forget the multiple-choice portion as well. Albert’s AP® Physics 1 exam page can save you time and energy and quickly get you up to speed on this section. There you will find hundreds of multiple-choice practice questions specifically designed for the AP® Physics 1
exam. Return to the Table of Contents AP® Physics 1 is considered an introductory physics course, so it is a good choice for a variety of students. On the one hand, it is a good early course for students who are either starting their physics education or plan to go on to either of the AP® Physics C courses. On the other hand, it is also a good course for
students who want to take a challenging AP® science course but don’t necessarily want to major in science or engineering in college. Students who fall into this category typically choose to take the course later in high school. AP® Physics 1 will cover both text-based work and hands-on laboratory work. Students in this class will learn about systems,
fields, force interactions, change, conservation, and waves. If these topics interest you and you have taken Algebra II, you would be a good candidate to take AP® Physics 1. You can learn more about the content of the AP® Physics 1 course in the course overview. Since you are not required to take AP® Physics 1, you will want to explore other AP®
courses to make sure that AP® Physics 1 is the right course for you. If the subject matter does not align with your interests and strengths, you should choose a different AP® course that interests you. If scoring a 5 on your AP® exams is a goal, you will want to approach AP® Physics 1 with caution. This course has one of the lowest percentages of
science students who scored a 5 in 2024 at 10.2%. The overall passing rate is also lower than average, at 47.3%. You have full control over which AP® courses you choose to take. Review the AP® course options with your guidance counselor, teachers, and parents to design an AP® course plan that works best for you. As the AP® Physics 1 exam is
one of the more difficult exams in terms of content and passing rates, the scores tend to trend lower than with some other AP® exams. Your score on this exam will be based on such factors as your aptitude for physics and your level of preparation for the exam. You might find the scoring breakdowns on the chart below helpful as you determine your
likelihood to be successful on the AP® Physics exam. Year% of 5s% of 45s% of 3s% of 2s% of 1sPass Rate
%202410.2%17.9%19.2%26.1%26.6%47.3%20238.8%18.3%18.5%28.0%26.4%45.6%20227.9%17.0%18.3%27.1%29.6%43.3%20216.9%16.3%18.9%26.4%31.4%42.1%20208.7%17.7%24.5%26.3%22.8%50.9%20196.7%18.2%20.5%28.7%25.9%45.4%20185.7%15.3%19.6%28.6%30.8%40.6%20175.416.2%20.3%29.1%29.0%41.9% As you can see from
this chart, the passing rate for the AP® Physics 1 exam ranges from about 40% to 50%, which is well below the overall AP® exam average. This exam tends to attract both future and non-science majors, accounting for the lower overall scores. In 2024, the average AP® Physics 1 exam score was 2.59. This mean was based on a total of 164,481 test
takers. Albert has hundreds of AP® Physics 1 practice multiple-choice questions, free-response questions, and full-length practice tests to try out.
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