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Five Characteristics
of the Learning
Environment

Each row of the Technolagy Integration
Matrix represents one of the five
characteristics:

* Active Learning

s Collaborative Learning
+ Constructive Learning

* Authentic Learning

= Goal-Directed Learning.
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Abstract

Online learning is o process which is focilMated fhrough the use of the Internet and the
Waorld ‘Wide Web. It has the potenbal for shmulating learning on a social constructs
porodigm given the wide ronge of applicotions ovoiloble on the Internet ond the
web, The soocal construckvis! paradsgm 15 assocaled with creatwe thinking and
problem solving through colloborative leaming, In spite of this, problems reloted fo
the proctice oct os impediments 1o effective anline learming in same higher education
ingfitubions. Thas inbegrative literabure review exomines the hindings of qualiohve
rosearch arficles regarding impediments fo effective online leaming. Five primary
research arbicles published bebaveen 2000 and 2010 serve os the source of data for
the study ond recommendohons bosed on the Meroture ore presenied os possible
solutions 1o the denbibed problems. The arficle used Garrison's Coammunity of
Inquiry o3 its theoreticol bosis, The study mokes recommandations thot moy oddress
the problems prevalent in the proctice of anling learning. Thesa recomrmendalions
may serve o5 0 marker for ocodemic planners and policy mokers who are involved
in the creation of effective online leaming environments,

INTRODUCTION

The need for continuous skills development has resulted in a growth in demand
for quality higher education which exceeds the supply offered via conventional
face-to-face higher instinutions of leaming. As a result, many higher education
imstitutions around the globe are adopting onling learming as a workable means
to address this growing demand (Harry and Perraton 2003 ). Online leaming is a
means of stimulating higher thinking through the social constructivist paradigm,
social constructivists contend that learming occurs through collaboration and
interaction amongst leamers and their peers as well as their instructors. This
paradigm 15 seen as a viable means through which quality education can be made
accessible 1o a large number of marginalised students (Richards and Tangney
2008; Kirby, Edwards and Hughes2008).Online leaming, as a component of
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Learner Characteristics that Create a
Positive Learning Environment

« Communication with other students and the instructor

+ Respect for other students and the instructor
« Participation and willingness to share

» Positive and enthusiastic

< Patience with other students

v Willing to work as a team

< Encouraging to other students

< Be open-minded to new leaming activities

+ Be accountable for role in group work

< Listen to other perspectives

< Mot overly competitive

+ Take risks, tolerate uncertainty and mistakes
< Leave personal biases at the door

+ Set goals and recognize that others share similar goals

State two characteristics of a conducive learning environment. What are the characteristics of a positive learning environment. What are the characteristics of an effective learning environment.
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