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Existing US passport holders (aged 25 and over; previous passport issued between 2007 and 2013 ) can now do their entire passport renewal online-provided they meet a few other conditions.However, most renewals are still done by printing DS-82 passport form, filling it out, and mailing everything (including the supporting documents) using the
United States Postal Service (USPS).In this guide, we’ll explain who can use this form for a renewal and provide a filled out DS-82 form example.Turn a selfie into a compliant passport photo with help from Passport Photo Online. Take a selfie or upload a photo.Passport Photo Online’s Al checker will improve it.Our compliance experts will double-
check the results.Download your digital copy or order prints. That’s it! Download a digital passport photo - compliant with US passport photo requirements. Have prints delivered to your address with a single click.Verified by experts, 100% approval rateGet accepted or 2x your money backHigh-quality passport photos in just 3 clicks10,000,000
satisfied customers to date! I used Passport Photo Online and got a verified, compliant digital passport photo from a simple selfie. The whole process took about five minutes. The prints arrived just a few days later. I saved time and money and my passport application was accepted!NickExcellent7,022reviews on What’s a DS-82 form? It’s a form used
for US passport renewals. However, not every US citizen can use this form to apply for a new passport.To be eligible to do a passport renewal using form DS-82 rather than a new passport application, the applicant must have:their previous undamaged (beyond regular wear and tear) US passport in their possession.Received their previous passport at
age 16 (sixteen) or older and within the last 15 (fifteen) years.A passport issued in their current name or be in possession of documents proving a legal name change (e.g., marriage certificate).Failure to meet even one of the above criteria will require the applicant to submit a new passport application (form DS-11) rather than a passport renewal
application form.US citizens have two options for downloading and filling out the digital passport form. They can:Both options require the individual to print out the form and can only be used for submission in person at a US passport acceptance facility or via USPS. Be sure to print the form single-sided; forms printed in double-sided format are not
accepted.Have you mastered the passport renewal form DS-82? Check out these related articles:With the form in hand or on your computer screen, we're ready to start filling out the passport renewal form (online or using black ink only). The first 4 (four) pages have detailed instructions on correctly filling out each section in the final 2 (two) pages of
the 6-page form. It is worth reading through these instructions as a way of “double-checking your work” prior to submission. Let’s get started.As stated at the top of the form, applicants can use DS-82 to renew a US passport book and/or US passport card.To fill out the form, begin with question 1. Name, and work your way through to question 20.
Travel Plans. Be sure to pay attention to the examples in italics next to each question. For example, any dates on the form, such as 2. Date of Birth, 11. Name Change Information, and 20. Travel Plans require the answer to be written in numerical month/day/year format as indicated by the (mm/dd/yyyy) prompt next to each question.Here’s a US
passport renewal form example.Sample filling instructions intended for educational purposes only.Make sure to sign and date the bottom of the page (where indicated) in black ink only.Sample filling instructions intended for educational purposes only.Similarly, if an applicant has no impending travel plans, the italic prompt at the side of question 20.
Travel Plans indicates the respondent should write “none,” as displayed in the example below:Important! Unlike form DS-11, which needs to be signed and dated in the presence of a passport acceptance officer, renewal of expired passport form DS-82 must be signed prior to mailing.Before mailing in your US passport renewal application, be sure to
secure all of the required supporting documents. These includeYour expired or soon-to-expire US passport book/card (or both).1 (one) standard 2x2” US passport photo that meets all Department of State regulations. You can get an instant passport photo from home; see how.Name-change document such as a marriage certificate, divorce decree, or
similar document issued by a US court of law (if applicable).A check or money order made out to “US Department of State” that covers the desired document and processing fees*:$130 for a US passport book;$30 for a US passport card;$160 for a US passport book and card;additional $60 expedited service fee (if applicable).*All fees are valid as of
12/31/2022Congratulations! You're now ready to mail your passport renewal application to the appropriate National Passport Processing Center. Where to mail passport form DS-82 (and all supporting documents) depends on your state of residence and/or urgency of the renewal (expedited service vs. routine):Residents of California, Florida, Illinois,
Minnesota, New York or Texas wishing to renew their US passports using routine service should mail their application packages to:National Passport Processing CenterPost Office Box 640155Irving, TX 75064-0155Residents of all other states and Canada requiring routine service:National Passport Processing CenterPost Office Box
90155Philadelphia, PA 19190-0155Residents requiring expedites service (from ANY state or Canada) must clearly write “EXPEDITE” on the outside of the envelope and mail all required documents including form DS-82 to:National Passport Processing CenterPost Office Box 90955Philadelphia, PA 19190-09550ne of the required components of form
DS-82 is a 2x2 inch passport photo that complies with all regulations. With all this time spent researching and filling out DS-82, wouldn’t it be a waste to have a passport renewal application rejected due to a faulty passport photo?With Passport Photo Online’s 100% compliance or double your money-back guarantee, you’ll never have to worry about
non-compliant passport photos again. Simply download the application on Android or iOS, snap or upload your desired passport picture, and that’s it- we’ll instantly turn your selected photo into a passport photo that meets all the regulations mandated by the US Department of State!With over 4,000 5-star reviews on Trustpilot, you can rest assured
we’ll get you compliant passport photos for any DS-82 application.Need more information about DS-82 renewals? Why not read through the following questions and answers?Where can I get a DS 82 passport renewal form?Form DS 82 can be found online on the Trave.State.Gov website. To find the form in .PDF format, click on the “Already Have a
Passport” tab and scroll down to the section entitled “Fill out Form DS-82".What is a DS-82 passport form?DS-82 is the form that must be filled out to apply for a US passport renewal. It is for existing US passport holders who meet specific conditions. How to fill out a passport form DS 82?71 was not 16 years old when I got my first US passport, can I
use form DS 827 No, you cannot. Unfortunately, one of the prerequisites for using form DS-82 is being 16 (sixteen) years of age or older at the time your previous passport was issued.What do I need for a passport form DS 82?Applicants must have previously owned a US passport that was issued (in their current name) when they were 16 (sixteen)
years of age or older. Additionally, the passport cannot be damaged, nor can it be more than 15 (fifteen) years old.How much does it cost to get a passport using form DS-82?Passport renewals using form DS-82 cost $130 for routine processing (for one adult US passport book) plus the cost of postage.How to download passport renewal form DS 827?
The form can be downloaded from the US State Department’s website (travel.state.gov).Where to attach an old passport on DS 82 renewal form?The old passport needs to be included in the same envelope as your DS 82 application and other supporting documents. It should not be physically attached to the form (via a paper clip, glue, or any other
adhesive). How to answer question 19 on passport renewal form DS-82?Question 19 has to do with your emergency contact information. It’s best to provide the contact details for a close friend or relative who does not regularly travel with you.How long does it take to get your passport back with form DS-827?6 (six) to 9 (nine) weeks. This is the
current processing time valid as of 27 December 2022.How many passport photos do I need for form DS-82?0nly 1 (one) 2x2 inch US passport photo is required. The photo must adhere to all the requirements mandated by the US Department of State. What should a passport DS 82 form look like filled out?DS 82 should be filled out in black ink only.
It should be filled out with all Uppercase (i.e., CAPITAL) letters. A compliant US passport photo should be attached to the completed application with 4 staples as indicated in the relevant section of the form.What is a legal signature on passport form DS-82?Your legal signature refers to the signature you have provided on previous government
documents (e.g., your old US passport, state-issued driver’s license, etc.).Where do you sign your name on passport application form DS-82?Sign your name on the bottom of page 1 (of 2), directly under the blue box entitled, “YOU MUST SIGN AND DATE THE APPLICATION IN THE DESIGNATED AREA BELOW THEN COMPLETE PAGE 2". What to
include with passport renewal form DS-82?Your old passport document(s), 1 (one) US passport photo, a check or money order for the necessary fees, and name change documents (if applicable), must be included in addition to the completed DS-82 form. How to change your address on your passport form DS-82?Question 8 (mailing address) and
question 18 (permanent address) can be used to provide separate residential and mailing addresses. Do I have to have travel plans to renew my passport on form DS-82?Imminent travel plans are not essential for form DS-82 eligibility. Individuals who do not have any upcoming travel plans can write, “NONE” in the relevant sections of the form
(question 20). How to change your name on US passport form DS-82?Applicants with legal name change documents (e.g., marriage certificate, divorce, or similar court-appointed documents) can complete question 1 (name) using their new legal name(s). Additionally, they must answer question 11 (name change information) with the relevant details
surrounding their legal name change. Passport renewal application form DS-82 fees-what are they?$30 for a US passport card, $130 for a US passport book, and $160 for both. An additional $60 must be paid for expedited processing (if applicable). Can I apply for a US passport book and card using form DS-82?Yes, you may. Simply check the
relevant box (i.e., “Both”) at the top of page 1 of the application form. US citizens can renew their passports by filling out and printing form DS-82 (either by hand or using the online form filler). To complete the 20 questions on the form, applicants must use black ink and UPPERCASE letters.Individuals should also pay special attention to the single
2x2-inch passport photo that must be included with each application-it is required to adhere to government guidelines and must be affixed to the application using 4 (four) staples (as indicated on the form).Need a quality passport photo that is guaranteed to be accepted by the relevant authorities? Why not try Passport Photo Online? With over 1
million approved photos and our 100% compliance or double your money-back guarantee, you'll have your new US passport in hand in no time. *[] Simon Wojtyczka is a writer with experience living and working in 7 countries, each adding depth to his work. Holding a Master’s in Applied Linguistics, he has a profound grasp of language and its intricate
ties to culture. This guide will help you navigate the process of renewing your passport online with ease and efficiency. You'll learn how to gather the necessary documents, complete the application form, and pay the required fees, all from the comfort of your home. With clear, step-by-step instructions, you'll be prepared to manage your passport
renewal without any hassles, ensuring you can begin on your next adventure without delay. Key Takeaways: Eligibility Check: Ensure you qualify for online renewal by confirming your passport is eligible based on factors like age and condition. Online Form Completion: Fill out the appropriate form (DS-82) accurately, providing all necessary personal
information and passport details. Payment Process: Pay the renewal fee using a valid credit or debit card to complete your online application submission. Understanding the Passport Renewal Process Acquiring a renewed passport online is a straightforward process that streamlines your journey back to international travel. Understanding the
procedural steps involved can significantly ease any concerns you may have. This guide will walk you through each phase, ensuring you're well-prepared for the renewal application and minimizing any potential delays in receiving your new passport. Eligibility Criteria Understanding the eligibility criteria is crucial before you start your passport
renewal process. Generally, you may qualify if your current passport is undamaged, issued when you were age 16 or older, was issued within the last 15 years, and was issued in your current name, or you can legally document your name change. Required Documents With passport renewal, specific documents are mandatory to validate your identity
and support your application. These typically include your most recent passport, a recent passport photo that meets the official requirements, and payment for the renewal fee. Failing to provide the necessary documents may result in delays or denial of your renewal application. Understanding which documents are required can simplify your renewal
process. Aside from your current passport, you should ensure that your photo adheres to the U.S. Department of State guidelines, which detail size, background, and facial expression. Additionally, if your name has changed since your last passport was issued, providing supporting documentation (like a marriage certificate or court order) to verify this
change is vital. Additionally, check for any specific state requirements that may apply to your situation. How to Start Your Online Renewal You can easily start your passport renewal process online by following a few simple steps. Begin by gathering your existing passport, a digital photo, and any necessary personal information such as your Social
Security number. These items will be necessary throughout the renewal process to ensure a smooth experience. Accessing the Official Website Any trusted online renewal process begins at the official government website. Make sure to navigate to the U.S. Department of State's passport services page to avoid any potential scams. Here, you'll find
verified information and links that lead directly to the online renewal application. Creating an Account If you're new to the online renewal system, you will need to create an account. This account allows you to submit your application, track its status, and manage your information efficiently. Once you've registered, you'll have access to all of the tools
necessary to complete your renewal. Understanding the account creation process is straightforward. Typically, you will need to provide your email address, create a password, and possibly answer security questions. After submitting your information, you may receive a verification email. Click the link in that email to activate your account and gain
access to the online portal where you can begin your passport renewal. Completing the Application Form Not having the proper information can delay your passport renewal process. To ensure you have the correct guidelines, refer to the Passport Application & Passport Renewal page for more details. This will help you to easily navigate the
application form and ensure all necessary sections are properly filled out. Filling Out Personal Information Some important sections to pay attention to are your full name, date of birth, and mailing address. Ensure there are no typographical errors, as these details must match your existing documentation. Accurately completing this section helps
prevent unnecessary delays. Reviewing Your Application You should carefully review your application before submitting it to avoid mistakes that could hinder your passport renewal. This includes checking all personal details and ensuring that any additional documents required are included with your application. Another important step is to confirm
that all information is consistent throughout your application. If any discrepancies arise, they could lead to processing delays. Take the time to double-check each section, making sure everything aligns with your existing identification and documentation. Payment Options Unlike traditional renewal methods that might require cash or money orders,
renewing your passport online provides you with several convenient payment options. You can complete the entire process from the comfort of your home and finalize it with a few clicks, ensuring a smoother experience. Accepted Payment Methods For your passport renewal, you can use various payment methods such as credit and debit cards. Most
major providers are accepted, enabling you to choose the one that is easiest for you during the online application process. Fees Associated with Renewal Even though online renewal is streamlined, there are specific fees involved that you will need to pay during the application process. These fees vary based on the type of passport you are renewing.
The standard passport renewal fee is typically around $110. If you require expedited service, additional charges apply. Moreover, if you opt for services such as overnight delivery for your passport, be prepared for further fees. It's crucial to check the official website for the most current fee structure, as changes may occur over time. Ensuring you
account for these costs will help you plan your budget effectively. Tips for a Smooth Renewal Experience To ensure a hassle-free passport renewal, follow these practical tips: Check your eligibility for online renewal. Gather all necessary documents beforehand. Use a reliable internet connection to avoid interruptions. Double-check your application
for accuracy. Keep a record of your submission confirmation. After following these tips, you'll be well on your way to a smooth renewal experience. Common Mistakes to Avoid If you want to avoid unnecessary delays, steer clear of these common pitfalls: submitting an incorrect form, failing to include necessary payment, or using outdated photos.
Taking a few minutes to review your application can save you time in the long run. Helpful Resources With the right resources at your fingertips, you can navigate your passport renewal process more efficiently. Websites like the U.S. State Department offer detailed information about application requirements, while online forums can provide
personal experiences and tips from other applicants. Common resources include FAQs on the official government site, guideline articles about photo requirements, and step-by-step video tutorials. Utilizing these tools can help you understand the process better, thus enhancing your overall experience and ensuring that you provide the correct
documentation for your renewal application. Tracking Your Application Status Many applicants want to keep tabs on their passport renewal progress, and you can easily do this online. Once you've submitted your application, visit the official passport services website to check your status. For a detailed walkthrough, check out this guide on How to
Renew a U.S. Passport Online. Online Tracking Tools There's a dedicated online tracking tool that allows you to view your application's status in real-time. Simply input your last name, date of birth, and the last four digits of your Social Security number to access up-to-date information on your renewal process. Estimated Processing Times Now, it's
crucial to know the estimated processing times for passport renewals. Generally, routine processing takes about 10-12 weeks, while expedited services can shorten this to 5-7 weeks. Make sure to check the official website for the most current timeframes, as these can fluctuate based on demand. Application times can vary due to several factors,
including seasonal demand and shifts in processing resources. If you are in a hurry, consider opting for expedited service, which may incur additional fees but will speed up the processing significantly. Stay informed by checking updates directly from the U.S. State Department's website to ensure you have the latest information regarding your
application. Final Words On the whole, renewing your passport online is a straightforward process that you can complete in just a few steps. By gathering the necessary documents, filling out the application form accurately, and paying the required fees, you can efficiently navigate the renewal process. Your timely preparation can help you avoid
unnecessary delays and ensure that you receive your renewed passport as you plan your upcoming travels. With this guide, you are equipped to manage your passport renewal with confidence. FAQ Q: What are the eligibility requirements for renewing my passport online? A: To be eligible to renew your passport online, you must meet the following
criteria: 1. Your current passport is undamaged and can be submitted with your application. 2. It was issued when you were age 16 or older. 3. It was issued within the last 15 years. 4. It was issued in your current name or you can legally document your name change. If you meet these conditions, you can proceed with the online renewal process. Q:
How do I complete the online passport renewal application? A: To complete the online passport renewal application, follow these steps: 1. Visit the official passport renewal website of your country. 2. Create an online account or log in if you already have one. 3. Fill out the application form with your personal information and details of your current
passport. 4. Upload a recent passport-sized photo that meets the specified guidelines. 5. Pay the renewal fee using a credit or debit card. 6. Review your application for accuracy before submitting it. After submission, you will receive a confirmation email with instructions on the next steps. Q: How long does it take to receive my renewed passport
after applying online? A: The processing time for renewed passports can vary depending on the country and peak season for passport applications. Generally, it takes about 10 to 12 weeks for standard processing. However, expedited services may be available for an additional fee, significantly reducing the processing time to around 5 to 7 weeks. You
can check the status of your application on the passport website for updates on processing times. Thank you for visiting our website. We hope you find what you are looking for about How to Renew Your Passport Online (Step-by-Step Guide). Using Word Search Maker for Creating Printable Word Search By employing the delightful tool of Word
Search Maker, you can effortlessly craft engaging and personalized printable word searches tailored to your specific needs. This user-friendly platform allows you to choose themes, input your own words, and customize layouts, making it perfect for classrooms, events, or personal enjoyment. In this tutorial, you will discover step-by-step instructions
to maximize your creativity and efficiency while creating captivating word searches that are sure to challenge and entertain your audience. Let's dive in and unlock the possibilities together! Understanding Word Search Puzzles The word search puzzle is a fantastic tool for enhancing your vocabulary and pattern recognition skills. These puzzles
consist of a grid of letters where words are hidden in various directions, and your task is to locate them. Using a Word Search Worksheet Generator, you can create custom puzzles tailored to your interests or educational needs. This engaging activity is not only entertaining but also an effective way to improve spelling and cognitive skills. Features of
Word Search Maker Word Search Maker To create engaging and unique word searches, Word Search Maker offers a variety of features tailored to meet your needs. You can easily customize the grid size, choose from different word orientations, and select themed categories that resonate with your audience. Additionally, the platform allows you to
input your own words or utilize pre-loaded lists, giving you the flexibility to design a personalized puzzle. With a user-friendly interface, generating printable word searches becomes quick and efficient, making it an excellent tool for teachers, parents, and puzzle enthusiasts alike. Step-by-Step Guide to Creating a Word Search Now, you can easily
create a custom word search that's perfect for your needs in WordSearchMaker.net. Follow these simple steps to ensure your word search is engaging and fun for everyone. Step Action 1 Select a theme or topic for your word search. 2 Input your chosen words into the Word Search Maker. 3 Customize the grid size and layout to suit your audience. 4
Generate your word search and review for any adjustments. 5 Print your completed word search for distribution. Customizing Your Word Search If you want your word search to stand out, customization is key. The Word Search Maker allows you to choose the grid size, word list, and even the orientation of the words, whether they are placed
horizontally, vertically, or diagonally. You can also select various themes and colors, which can enhance the visual appeal and make it more engaging for your audience. Tailoring these elements to suit your preferences can transform a standard word search into a unique activity that reflects your style or the theme of an event. Tips for Educators and
Parents Any educator or parent can enhance the learning experience by integrating word searches into their activities. Here are some strategies to maximize the effectiveness of using a Word Search Maker: Customize puzzles to align with current lesson topics. Incorporate vocabulary words to reinforce language skills. Encourage collaboration by
having students create their own puzzles. Utilize printable formats for easy distribution, making it accessible for home or classroom use. Perceiving word searches as a fun learning tool will not only engage your students or children but also foster a deeper understanding of the material at hand. Printing and Sharing Your Word Search Even after
creating your word search with Word Search Maker, the fun continues with printing and sharing. You can easily print your custom design directly from the platform, ensuring that your puzzle is crisp and clear. Consider offering physical copies at events or sharing the digital version via email or social media for friends and family to enjoy. This not
only engages your loved ones but also adds a personal touch to gatherings or educational activities. Your creativity can now be experienced by everyone! Final Words To wrap up, using a Word Search Maker for creating printable word searches is an efficient and enjoyable way to enhance your educational or recreational activities. With customizable
options, you can easily tailor puzzles to suit your audience's interests or skill levels. Whether you're planning a classroom activity, a family gathering, or just want to challenge your friends, these tools provide a simple solution for generating engaging and fun content. Embrace the creative possibilities and enjoy the satisfaction of crafting your own
word puzzles that everyone can appreciate. How can financial brands set themselves apart through visual storytelling? Our experts explain how.Learn MoreThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of
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Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' FavoritesHow can financial brands set themselves apart through visual storytelling? Our experts explain how.Learn MoreThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of

Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' Favorites You must be a Norwegian citizen to get a Norwegian passport or ID card. You must book an appointment online before appearing at the passport and ID office. To renew a foreign passport, you must contact your home country's embassy or consulate in Norway. Documents for international travel issued by
national governments This article is about passports issued by national governments. For travel documents in general (including laissez-passers, identity cards, certificates of identity, and travel documents for animals), see travel document. For other uses of the term "passport", see Passport (disambiguation). Clockwise, from top left: Dutch ordinary,
Nepalese diplomatic, Chinese service, and Polish ordinary passports A passport is an official travel document issued by a government that certifies a person's identity and nationality for international travel.[1] A passport allows its bearer to enter and temporarily reside in a foreign country, access local aid and protection, and obtain consular
assistance from their government. In addition to facilitating travel, passports are a key mechanism for border security and regulating migration; they may also serve as official identification for various domestic purposes. State-issued travel documents have existed in some form since antiquity; the modern passport was universally adopted and
standardized in 1920.[2] The passport takes the form of a booklet bearing the official name and emblem of the issuing government and containing the biographical information of the individual, including their full name, photograph, place and date of birth, and signature. A passport does not create any rights in the country being visited nor impose any
obligation on the issuing country; rather, it provides certification to foreign government officials of the holder's identity and right to travel, with pages available for inserting entry and exit stamps and travel visas—endorsements that allow the individual to enter and temporarily reside in a country for a period of time and under certain conditions.
Since 1998, many countries have transitioned to biometric passports, which contain an embedded microchip to facilitate authentication and safeguard against counterfeiting.[3] As of July 2024, over 150 jurisdictions issue such "e-passports";[4] previously issued non-biometric passports usually remain valid until expiration.Passport control at Dubai
International Airport Eligibility for a passport varies by jurisdiction, although citizenship is a common prerequisite. However, a passport may be issued to individuals who do not have the status or full rights of citizenship, such as American or British nationals. Likewise, certain classes of individuals, such as diplomats and government officials, may be
issued special passports that provide certain rights and privileges, such as immunity from arrest or prosecution.[3] While passports are typically issued by national governments, certain subnational entities are authorised to issue passports to citizens residing within their borders.[a] Additionally, other types of official documents may serve a similar
role to passports but are subject to different eligibility requirements, purposes, or restrictions. Etymological sources[example needed] show that the term "passport" may derive from a document required by some medieval Italian states in order for an individual to pass through the physical harbor (Italian passa porto, "to pass the harbor") or gate
(Italian passa porte, "to pass the gates") of a walled city or jurisdiction.[5][6] Such documents were issued by local authorities to foreign travellers—as opposed to local citizens, as is the modern practice—and generally contained a list of towns and cities the document holder was permitted to enter or pass through. On the whole, documents were not
required for travel to seaports, which were considered open trading points, but documents were required to pass harbor controls and travel inland from seaports.[7] The transition from private to state control over movement was an essential aspect of the transition from feudalism to capitalism. Communal obligations to provide poor relief were an
important source of the desire for controls on movement.[8]:10 One of the earliest known references to paperwork that served an analogous role to a passport is found in the Hebrew Bible. Nehemiah 2:7-9, dating from approximately 450 BC, states that Nehemiah, an official serving King Artaxerxes I of Persia, asked permission to travel to Judea; the
king granted leave and gave him a letter "to the governors beyond the river" requesting safe passage for him as he traveled through their lands.[9] The ancient Indian political text Arthashastra (third century BCE) mentions passes issued at the rate of one masha per pass to enter and exit the country, and describes the duties of the Mudradhyaksa
(lit. 'Superintendent of Seals') who must issue sealed passes before a person could enter or leave the countryside.[10] Passports were an important part of the Chinese bureaucracy as early as the Western Han (202 BC - 9 AD), if not in the Qin dynasty. They required such details as age, height, and bodily features.[11] These passports ({&; zhuan)
determined a person's ability to move throughout imperial counties and through points of control. Even children needed passports, but those of one year or less who were in their mother's care may not have needed them.[11] In the medieval Islamic Caliphate, a form of passport was the bara'a, a receipt for taxes paid. Only people who paid their zakah
(for Muslims) or jizya (for dhimmis) taxes were permitted to travel to different regions of the Caliphate; thus, the bara'a receipt was a "basic passport".[12] In the 12th century, the Republic of Genoa issued a document called Bulletta, which was issued to the nationals of the Republic who were traveling to the ports of the emporiums and the ports of
the Genoese colonies overseas, as well as to foreigners who entered them. King Henry V of England is credited with having invented what some consider the first British passport in the modern sense, as a means of helping his subjects prove who they were in foreign lands. The earliest reference to these documents is found in a 1414 Act of
Parliament.[13][14] In 1540, granting travel documents in England became a role of the Privy Council of England, and it was around this time that the term "passport" was used. In 1794, issuing British passports became the job of the Office of the Secretary of State.[13] In the Holy Roman Empire, the 1548 Imperial Diet of Augsburg required the
public to hold imperial documents for travel, at the risk of permanent exile.[15] In 1791, Louis XVI masqueraded as a valet during his Flight to Varennes as passports for the nobility typically included a number of persons listed by their function but without further description.[8]:31-32 A Pass-Card Treaty of October 18, 1850 among German states
standardized information including issuing state, name, status, residence, and description of bearer. Tramping journeymen and jobseekers of all kinds were not to receive pass-cards.[8]:92-93 A rapid expansion of railway infrastructure and wealth in Europe beginning in the mid-nineteenth century led to large increases in the volume of international
travel and a consequent unique dilution of the passport system for approximately thirty years prior to World War I. The speed of trains, as well as the number of passengers that crossed multiple borders, made enforcement of passport laws difficult. The general reaction was the relaxation of passport requirements.[16] In the later part of the
nineteenth century and up to World War I, passports were not required, on the whole, for travel within Europe, and crossing a border was a relatively straightforward procedure. Consequently, comparatively few people held passports. During World War I, European governments introduced border passport requirements for security reasons, and to
control the emigration of people with useful skills. These controls remained in place after the war, becoming a standard, though controversial, procedure. British tourists of the 1920s complained, especially about attached photographs and physical descriptions, which they considered led to a "nasty dehumanisation".[17] The British Nationality and
Status of Aliens Act was passed in 1914, clearly defining the notions of citizenship and creating a booklet form of the passport. In 1920, the League of Nations held a conference on passports, the Paris Conference on Passports & Customs Formalities and Through Tickets.[18] Passport guidelines and a general booklet design resulted from the
conference,[19] which was followed up by conferences in 1926 and 1927.[20] The League of Nations issued Nansen passports to stateless refugees from 1922 to 1938.[21] While the United Nations held a travel conference in 1963, no passport guidelines resulted from it. Passport standardization came about in 1980, under the auspices of the ICAO.
ICAO standards include those for machine-readable passports.[22] Such passports have an area where some of the information otherwise written in textual form is written as strings of alphanumeric characters, printed in a manner suitable for optical character recognition. This enables border controllers and other law enforcement agents to process
these passports more quickly, without having to input the information manually into a computer. ICAO publishes Doc 9303 Machine Readable Travel Documents, the technical standard for machine-readable passports.[23] A more recent standard is for biometric passports. These contain biometrics to authenticate the identity of travellers. The
passport's critical information is stored on a small RFID computer chip, much like information stored on smartcards. Like some smartcards, the passport booklet design calls for an embedded contactless chip that is able to hold digital signature data to ensure the integrity of the passport and the biometric data. Historically, legal authority to issue
passports is founded on the exercise of each country's executive discretion. Certain legal tenets follow, namely: first, passports are issued in the name of the state; second, no person has a legal right to be issued a passport; third, each country's government, in exercising its executive discretion, has complete and unfettered discretion to refuse to issue
or to revoke a passport; and fourth, that the latter discretion is not subject to judicial review. However, legal scholars including A.]. Arkelian have argued that evolutions in both the constitutional law of democratic countries and the international law applicable to all countries now render those historical tenets both obsolete and unlawful.[24][25]
Arabic papyrus with an exit permit, dated January 24, 722 AD, pointing to the regulation of travel activities. From Hermopolis Magna, Egypt First Japanese passport, issued in 1866 Italian passport, issued in 1872 Chinese passport from the Qing dynasty, 24th Year of the Guangxu Reign, 1898 An Ottoman passport (passavant) issued to a Russian
subject dated July 24, 1900 World War II Spanish official passport issued in late 1944 and used during the last six months of the war by an official being sent to Berlin The Indonesian Hajj Passport is a special passport that is only used by Hajj pilgrims and can only be used to perform the Hajj. Governments around the world issue a variety of passports
for different purposes. The most common variety are ordinary passports issued to individual citizens and other nationals. In the past, certain countries issued collective passports[b] or family passports.[c] Today, passports are typically issued to individual travellers rather than groups. Aside from ordinary passports issued to citizens by national
governments, there are a variety of other types of passports by governments in specific circumstances. While individuals are typically only permitted to hold one passport, certain governments permit citizens to hold more than one ordinary passport.[d] Individuals may also simultaneously hold an ordinary passport and an official or diplomatic
passport. British and Indian Emergency Passport Emergency passports (also called temporary passports) are issued to persons with urgent need to travel who do not have passports, e.g. someone abroad whose passport has been lost or stolen who needs to travel home within a few days, someone whose passport expires abroad, or someone who
urgently needs to travel abroad who does not have a passport with sufficient validity. These passports are intended for very short durations, e.g. to allow immediate one-way travel back to the home country. Laissez-passer are also used for this purpose.[28] Uniquely, the United Kingdom issues emergency passports to citizens of certain
Commonwealth states who lose their passports in non-Commonwealth countries where their home state does not maintain a diplomatic or consular mission. Left to right: ordinary (dark blue), official (white), and diplomatic (maroon) passports of India. Left to right: diplomatic, service, and public affairs passport from the People's Republic of China.
Left to right: United Nations Service (blue) and Diplomatic (red) laissez-passers Pursuant to the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, and the immunity afforded to officials of a foreign state under customary international law, diplomats and other individuals travelling on government business are
entitled to reduced scrutiny at border checkpoints when travelling overseas. Consequently, such individuals are typically issued special passports indicating their status. These passports come in three distinct varieties: Typically issued to accredited diplomats, senior consular staff, heads of state or government, and to senior foreign ministry
employees. Individuals holding diplomatic passports are usually entitled to certain degrees of immunity from border control inspections, depending on their home countries and their countries of entry. Issued to senior government officials travelling on state business who are not eligible for diplomatic passports. Holders of official passports are
typically entitled to similar immunity from border control inspections. In the United States of America, official and service passports are two distinct categories of passport, with official passports being issued to senior government officials while service passports are issued to government contractors.[e] Issued to Chinese citizens holding senior
positions in state-owned companies. While public affairs passports do not usually entitle their bearers to exemption from searches at border checkpoints, they are subject to more liberal visa policies in several countries primarily in Africa and Asia (see: Visa requirements for Chinese citizens). Main articles: National without household registration and
British nationality law Sample ROC passport issued to NWOHRSs. Note the absence of a national ID number. Unlike most countries, the United Kingdom and the Republic of China issue various categories of passports to individuals without the right of abode in their territory. In the United Kingdom's case, these passports are typically issued to
individuals connected with a former British colony while, in the ROC's case, these passports are the result of the legal distinction between ROC nationals with and without residence in the area it administers.[f] In both cases, holders of such passports are able to obtain residence on an equal footing with foreigners by applying for indefinite leave to
remain (UK) or a resident certificate (ROC). A Republic of China citizen who does not have household registration (Chinese: F%&; pinyin: hlji) in the area administered by the ROC[f] is classified as a National Without Household Registration (NWOHR; Chinese: #F££EK) and is subject to immigration controls when clearing ROC border controls, does
not have automatic residence rights, and cannot vote in Taiwanese elections. However, they are exempt from conscription. Most individuals with this status are children born overseas to ROC citizens who do hold household registration. Additionally, because the ROC observes the principle of jus sanguinis, members of the overseas Chinese community
are also regarded as citizens.[32] During the Cold War, both the ROC and PRC governments actively sought the support of overseas Chinese communities in their attempts to secure the position as the legitimate sole government of China. The ROC also encouraged overseas Chinese businessmen to settle in Taiwan to facilitate economic development
and regulations concerning evidence of ROC nationality by descent were particularly lax during the period, allowing many overseas Chinese the right to settle in Taiwan.[33] About 60,000 NWOHRSs currently hold Taiwanese passports with this status.[34] The United Kingdom issues several similar but distinct passports which correspond to the
country's several categories of nationality. Full British citizens are issued a standard British passport. British citizens resident in the Crown Dependencies may hold variants of the British passport which confirm their Isle of Man, Jersey, or Guernsey identity. Many of the other categories of nationality do not grant bearers right of abode in the United
Kingdom itself. British National (Overseas) passports are issued to individuals connected to Hong Kong prior to its return to China. British Overseas Citizen passports are primarily issued to individuals who did not acquire the citizenship of the colony they were connected to when it obtained independence (or their stateless descendants). British
Overseas Citizen passports are also issued to certain categories of Malaysian nationals in Penang and Malacca, and individuals connected to Cyprus as a result of the legislation granting independence to those former British colonies. British Protected Person passports are issued to otherwise stateless people connected to a former British
protectorate. British subject passports are issued to otherwise stateless individuals connected to British India or to certain categories of Irish citizens (though, in the latter case, they do convey right of abode). Additionally, individuals connected to a British overseas territory are accorded British Overseas Territories citizenship and may hold passports
issued by the governments of their respective territory. All overseas territory citizens are also now eligible for full British citizenship. Each territory maintains its own criteria for determining whom it grants right of abode. Consequently, individuals holding BOTC passports are not necessarily entitled to enter or reside in the territory that issued their
passport. Most countries distinguish between BOTC and other classes of British nationality for border control purposes. For instance, only Bermudian passport holders with an endorsement stating that they possess right of abode or belonger status in Bermuda are entitled to enter America without an electronic travel authorisation.[35] Border control
policies in many jurisdictions distinguish between holders of passports with and without right of abode, including NWOHRs and holders of the various British passports that do not confer right of abode upon the bearer. Certain jurisdictions may additionally distinguish between holders of such British passports with and without indefinite leave to
remain in the United Kingdom. NWOHRs do not, for instance, have access to the Visa Waiver Program, or to visa free access to the Schengen Area or Japan. Other countries, such as India which allows all Chinese nationals to apply for eVisas, do not make such a distinction. Notably, while Singapore does permit visa free entry to all categories of
British passport holders, it reduces length of stay for British nationals without right of abode in the United Kingdom, but does not distinguish between ROC passport holders with and without household registration. Until 31 January 2021, holders of British National (Overseas) passports were able to use their UK passports for immigration clearance in
Hong Kong[36] and to seek consular protection from overseas Chinese diplomatic missions. This was a unique arrangement as it involved a passport issued by one state conferring right of abode (or, more precisely right to land) in and consular protection from another state. Since that date, the Chinese and Hong Kong governments have prohibited
the use of BN(O) passports as travel documents or proof of identity and it; much like British Overseas Citizen, British Protected Person, or ROC NWOHR passports; is not associated with right of abode in any territory. BN(O)s who do not possess Chinese (or any other) nationality are required to use a Document of Identity for Visa Purposes for travel.
[36] This restriction disproportionally affects ease of travel for permanent residents of Indian, Pakistani, and Nepali ethnicity,[37] who were not granted Chinese nationality in 1997. As an additional consequence, Hongkongers seeking early pre-retirement withdrawals from the Mandatory Provident Fund pension scheme may not use BN(O) passports
for identity verification.[38] Similarly, non-citizens in Latvia and in Estonia are individuals, primarily of Russian or Ukrainian ethnicity, who are not citizens of Latvia or Estonia, but who have settled during the Soviet occupation, and thus have the right to a special non-citizen passport issued by the government as well as some other specific rights.
Approximately two thirds of them are ethnic Russians, followed by ethnic Belarusians, ethnic Ukrainians, ethnic Poles and ethnic Lithuanians.[39][40] According to the UN Special Rapporteur, the citizenship and naturalization laws in Latvia "are seen by the Russian community as discriminatory practices".[41] Per Russian visa policy, holders of the
Estonian alien's passport or the Latvian non-citizen passport are entitled to visa free entry to Russia, in contrast to Estonian and Latvian citizens who must obtain an electronic visa. The People's Republic of China (PRC) authorises its Special Administrative Regions of Hong Kong and Macau to issue passports to their permanent residents with Chinese
nationality under the "one country, two systems" arrangement. Visa policies imposed by foreign authorities on Hong Kong and Macau permanent residents holding such passports are different from those holding ordinary passports of the People's Republic of China. A Hong Kong Special Administrative Region passport (HKSAR passport) and Macau
Special Administrative Region passport (MSAR passport) gain visa-free access to many more countries than ordinary PRC passports.[42] On 1 July 2011, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China launched a trial issuance of e-passports for individuals conducting public affairs work overseas on behalf of the Chinese government.
[43][44] The face, fingerprints, and other biometric features of the passport holder is digitized and stored in pre-installed contactless smart chip,[45][46] along with "the passport owner's name, sex and personal photo as well as the passport's term of validity and [the] digital certificate of the chip".[47] Ordinary biometric passports were introduced by
the Ministry of Public Security on 15 May 2012.[48] As of January 2015, all new passports issued by China are biometric e-passports, and non-biometric passports are no longer issued.[47] In 2012, over 38 million Chinese citizens held ordinary passports, comprising only 2.86 percent of the total population at the time.[49] In 2014, China issued 16
million passports, ranking first in the world, surpassing the United States (14 million) and India (10 million).[50] The number of ordinary passports in circulation rose to 120 million by October 2016, which was approximately 8.7 percent of the population.[51] As of April 2017 to date, China had issued over 100 million biometric ordinary passports.[52]
The three constituent countries of the Danish Realm have a common nationality. Denmark proper is a member of the European Union, but Greenland and Faroe Islands are not. Danish citizens residing in Greenland or Faroe Islands can choose between holding a Danish EU passport and a Greenlandic or Faroese non-EU Danish passport.[53] As of 21
September 2022, Danish citizens had visa-free or visa on arrival access to 188 countries and territories, thus ranking the Danish passport fifth in the world (tied with the passports of Austria, the Netherlands, and Sweden) according to the Henley Passport Index.[54] According to the World Tourism Organization 2016 report, the Danish passport is
first in the world (tied with Finland, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, Singapore, and the United Kingdom) in terms of travel freedom, with the mobility index of 160 (out of 215 with no visa weighted by 1, visa on arrival weighted by 0.7, eVisa by 0.5 and traditional visa weighted by 0).[55] Main articles: Coordination Directorate for Kosovo and Metohija
and Serbian passport § Kosovo Residents Under Serbian law, people born or otherwise legally settled in Kosovo[g] are considered Serbian nationals and as such they are entitled to a Serbian passport.[56] However, these passports are not issued directly by the Serbian Ministry of Internal Affairs but by the Serbian Coordination Directorate for Kosovo
and Metohija instead.[57] These particular passports do not allow the holder to enter the Schengen Area without a visa.[58][59] As of August 2023, Serbian citizens had visa-free or visa on arrival access to 138 countries and territories, ranking the Serbian passport 38th overall in terms of travel freedom according to the Henley Passport Index.[60]
[61] The Serbian passport is one of the 5 passports with the most improved rating globally since 2006, in terms of the number of countries that its holders may visit without a visa.[62][63][64] Main article: United States nationality law § Nationals Although all U.S. citizens are also U.S. nationals, the reverse is not true. As specified in 8 U.S.C. § 1408, a
person whose only connection to the United States is through birth in an outlying possession (which is defined in 8 U.S.C. § 1101 as American Samoa and Swains Island, the latter of which is administered as part of American Samoa), or through descent from a person so born, acquires U.S. nationality but not the citizenship. This was formerly the case
in a few other current or former U.S. overseas possessions, i.e. the Panama Canal Zone and Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.[65] The passport issued to non-citizen nationals contains the endorsement code 9 which states: "THE BEARER IS A UNITED STATES NATIONAL AND NOT A UNITED STATES CITIZEN." on the annotations page.[66] Non-
citizen nationals may reside and work in the United States without restrictions, and may apply for citizenship under the same rules as resident aliens. Like resident aliens, they are not presently allowed by any U.S. state to vote in federal or state elections. Main article: Travel document § Indigenous passports Several entities without a sovereign
territory issue documents described as passports, most notably Iroquois League,[67][68] the Aboriginal Provisional Government in Australia and the Sovereign Military Order of Malta.[69] Such documents are not necessarily accepted for entry into a country. More than 5 million British passports are printed each year—one every 2.5 seconds—at this
secret location in the North of England[70] Each country sets its own conditions for the issue of passports.[71] Under the law of most countries, passports are government property, and may be limited or revoked at any time, usually on specified grounds, and possibly subject to judicial review.[72] In many countries, surrender of one's passport is a
condition of granting bail in lieu of imprisonment for a pending criminal trial due to the risk of the person leaving the country.[73] When passport holders apply for a new passport (commonly, due to expiration of the previous passport, insufficient validity for entry to some countries or lack of blank pages), they may be required to surrender the old
passport for invalidation. In some circumstances an expired passport is not required to be surrendered or invalidated (for example, if it contains an unexpired visa). Requirements for passport applicants vary significantly from country to country, with some states imposing stricter measures than others. For example, Pakistan requires applicants to be
interviewed before a Pakistani passport will be granted.[74] When applying for a passport or a national ID card, all Pakistanis are required to sign an oath declaring Mirza Ghulam Ahmad to be an impostor prophet and all Ahmadis to be non-Muslims.[75] In contrast, individuals holding British National (Overseas) status are legally entitled to hold a
passport in that capacity. Countries with conscription or national service requirements may impose restrictions on passport applicants who have not yet completed their military obligations. For example, in Finland, male citizens aged 18-30 years must prove that they have completed, or are exempt from, their obligatory military service to be granted
an unrestricted passport; otherwise a passport is issued valid only until the end of their 28th year, to ensure that they return to carry out military service.[76] Other countries with obligatory military service, such as South Korea and Syria, have similar requirements, e.g. South Korean passport and Syrian passport.[77] Main article: Passport validity
Passports have a limited validity, usually between 5 and 10 years. Many countries require passports to be valid for a minimum of six months beyond the planned date of departure, as well as having at least two to four blank pages.[78] It is recommended that a passport be valid for at least six months from the departure date as many airlines deny
boarding to passengers whose passport has a shorter expiry date, even if the destination country does not have such a requirement for incoming visitors. There is an increasing trend for adult passports to be valid for ten years, such as a United Kingdom passport, United States Passport, New Zealand Passport (after 30 November 2015)[79] or
Australian passport. Some countries issue passports that valid for longer than 10 years, which ICAO does not recommend due to the security concerns and even some countries including all member states of the European Union do not accept passports older than 10 years. Main articles: Andean passport, CARICOM passport, Central America-4
passport, ECOWAS passport, and Passports of the European Union Colours across the world for modern passport booklet covers Passport booklets from almost all countries around the world display the national coat of arms of the issuing country on the front cover. The United Nations keeps a record of national coats of arms, but displaying a coat of
arms is not an internationally recognised requirement for a passport. There are several groups of countries that have, by mutual agreement, adopted common designs for their passports: The European Union. The design and layout of passports of the member states of the European Union are a result of consensus and recommendation, rather than of
directive.[80] Passports are issued by member states and may consist of either the usual passport booklet or the newer passport card format. The covers of ordinary passport booklets are burgundy-red (except for Croatia which has a blue cover), with "European Union" written in the national language or languages. Below that are the name of the
country, the national coat of arms, the word or words for "passport", and, at the bottom, the symbol for a biometric passport. The data page can be at the front or at the back of a passport booklet and there are significant design differences throughout to indicate which member state is the issuer. Member states that participate in the Schengen



Agreement have agreed that their e-passports should contain fingerprint information in the chip.[81] In 2006, the members of the CA-4 Treaty (Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua) adopted a common-design passport, called the Central American passport, following a design already in use by Nicaragua and El Salvador since the mid-
1990s. It features a navy-blue cover with the words "Ameérica Central" and a map of Central America, and with the territory of the issuing country highlighted in gold (in place of the individual nations' coats of arms). At the bottom of the cover are the name of the issuing country and the passport type. The members of the Andean Community of
Nations (Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru) began to issue commonly designed passports in 2005. Specifications for the common passport format were outlined in an Andean Council of Foreign Ministers meeting in 2002.[82] Previously issued national passports will be valid until their expiry dates. Andean passports are bordeaux (burgundy-red),
with words in gold. Centred above the national seal of the issuing country is the name of the regional body in Spanish (Comunidad Andina). Below the seal is the official name of the member country. At the bottom of the cover is the Spanish word "pasaporte" along with the English "passport". Venezuela had issued Andean passports, but has
subsequently left the Andean Community, so they will no longer issue Andean passports. The Union of South American Nations had signaled an intention to establish a common passport design, but it is doubtful that this will happen since the group effectively broke up in 2019. Twelve member states of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) began
issuing passports with a common design since early 2009.[83][84] It features the CARICOM symbol along with the national coat of arms and name of the member state, rendered in a CARICOM official language (English, French, Dutch). The member states which use the common design are Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada,
Guyana, Jamaica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago. There was a movement by the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) to issue a common designed passport, but the implementation of the CARICOM passport made that redundant, and it was abandoned.[85]
Passport message found inside the United States passport Passports sometimes contain a message, usually near the front, requesting that the passport's bearer be allowed to pass freely, and further requesting that, in the event of need, the bearer be granted assistance. The message is sometimes made in the name of the government or the head of
state, and may be written in more than one language, depending on the language policies of the issuing authority. In 1920, an international conference on passports and through tickets held by the League of Nations recommended that passports be issued in the French language, historically the language of diplomacy, and one other language.[86]
Currently, the ICAO recommends that passports be issued in English, French, and Spanish; or in the national language of the issuing country and in either English, French, or Spanish.[87] Many European countries use their national language, along with English and French. Some additional language combinations are: National passports of the
European Union bear all of the official languages of the European Union. Two or three languages are printed at the relevant points, followed by reference numbers which point to the passport page where translations into the remaining languages appear.[citation needed] Algerian, Chadian, Lebanese, Mauritanian, Moroccan and Tunisian passports
are in three languages: Arabic, English, and French. The Barbadian passport and the United States passport are tri-lingual: English, French and Spanish. United States passports were English and French since 1976, but began being printed with a Spanish message and labels during the late 1990s, in recognition of Puerto Rico's Spanish-speaking
status. Since 2007, the Data Page, which contains photo, identifying information, and the passport's issuance and expiration dates, and the Personal Data and Emergency Contact page are written in English, French, and Spanish;[88] the cover and instructions pages are printed solely in English. On Belgian passports, all three official languages
(Dutch, French, German) appear on the cover, in addition to English on the main page. The order of the official languages depends on the official residence of the holder. Passports of Bosnia and Herzegovina are in the three official languages of Bosnian, Serbian and Croatian in addition to English. Brazilian passports contain four languages:
Portuguese, the official country language; Spanish, because of bordering nations; English and French. British passports bear English and French on the information page and Spanish, Welsh, Irish and Scottish Gaelic translations on an extra page. Cypriot passports are in Greek, Turkish and English. Haitian passports are in French and Haitian Creole.
Passports issued by the Holy See are in Latin (the language of the Catholic Church), French, and English.[88] The first page of the old Libyan passport (green cover) was in Arabic only. The current passport has dark-blue cover, is electronically readable, and has Arabic with English translation in the first page (first page from a right-to-left script
viewpoint). Similar arrangements are found in the passports of some other Arab countries. Iraqgi passports are in Arabic, Kurdish and English. Macau SAR passports are in three languages: Chinese (in traditional Chinese characters), Portuguese and English. New Zealand passports are in English and te reo Maori. Norwegian passports are in the two
forms of the Norwegian language, Bokmal and Nynorsk, Northern Sami and English. Sri Lankan passports are in Sinhala, Tamil and English. Swiss passports are in five languages: German, French, Italian, Romansh and English. Singaporean Passport, the world's strongest passport as of 2025 Further information: Visa (document), Non-visa travel
restrictions, and Border control A passport is merely an identity document that is widely recognised for international travel purposes, and the possession of a passport does not in itself entitle a traveller to enter any country other than the country that issued it, and sometimes not even then, as with holders of the British Overseas citizen passport.
Many countries normally require visitors to obtain a visa. Each country has different requirements or conditions for the grant of visas, such as for the visitor not being likely to become a public charge for financial, health, family, or other reasons, and the holder not having been convicted of a crime or considered likely to commit one.[89][90] Where a
country does not recognise another, or is in dispute with it, entry may be prohibited to holders of passports of the other party to the dispute, and sometimes to others who have, for example, visited the other country; examples are listed below. A country that issues a passport may also restrict its validity or use in specified circumstances, such as use
for travel to certain countries for political, security, or health reasons. Many nations implement border controls restricting the entry of people of certain nationalities or who have visited certain countries. For instance, Georgia refuses entry to holders of passports issued by the Republic of China.[91] Similarly, since April 2017, nationals of
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sudan, Syria, Yemen, and Iran have been banned from entering the parts of eastern Libya under the control of the Tobruk government.[91][92][93] The Pakistani passports explicitly mention that these passports are valid in all countries except Israel. The majority of Arab countries, as well as Iran and Malaysia, ban Israeli
citizens;[91] however, exceptional entry to Malaysia is possible with approval from the Ministry of Home Affairs.[94] Certain countries may also restrict entry to those with Israeli stamps or visas in their passports. As a result of tension over the former Republic of Artsakh dispute, Azerbaijan currently forbids entry to Armenian citizens as well as to
individuals with proof of travel to Artsakh. Text on a Pakistani passport saying that the passport is not valid for Israel. Between September 2017 and January 2021, the United States of America did not issue new visas to nationals of Iran, North Korea, Libya, Somalia, Syria, or Yemen pursuant to restrictions imposed by the Trump administration,[95]
which were subsequently repealed by the Biden administration on 20 January 2021.[96] While in force, the restrictions were conditional and could be lifted if the countries affected meet the required security standards specified by the Trump administration, and dual citizens of these countries could still enter if they presented a passport from a non-
designated country. One method by which to rank the value of a passport is to calculate its mobility score (MS). The mobility score of a passport is the number of countries that allow the holder of that passport to enter for general tourism visa-free, visa-on-arrival, eTA, or eVisa issued within 3 days. As of 2023, the strongest passport in the world is the
Singaporean passport. [97] However, another way to determine passport mobility score is the number of countries it allows holders to live and work in. For example, by this measure, the Irish passport would be most powerful because it allows the holder to live in all European Union/European Economic Area countries, as well as Switzerland and the
United Kingdom, as the Irish passport is the only European Union passport now that still allows its users the right to live/work in the United Kingdom.[citation needed] Example passport issuances Nationality Number of issuances in year Latest year Number of issuances per capita United States[98] 24,021,257 2023 73%o France[99] 5,400,000 2022
80%o0 Australia[100] 1,745,340 2019-2020 68%o Ireland[101] 1,080,000 2022 210%0 Hong Kong[102] 71,827 2019 10%o0 United Kingdom[103] 4,008,870 2020 61%o0 Canada[104] 5,100,000 2014-2015 134%o0 China[105] 30,080,000 2018 21%o Finland[106] 774,544 2015 141%0[107] Sweden[108] 1,478,583 2013 154%o0 Animal passport Identity
document Identity theft ISO/IEC 7810 defines the standard size for passport booklets. List of passports Passport card (disambiguation) Passport stamp Pet passport Self-sovereign identity Travel document ™ The local governments of most inhabited British Overseas Territories issue passports to British Overseas Territories citizens resident holding
belonger status in the territory concerned, while the Chinese Special Administrative Regions of Hong Kong and Macau issue passports to Chinese citizens holding permanent residence in the region concerned. Additionally, the British territories of Gibraltar, Jersey, Guernsey, and the Isle of Man are permitted to issue passports identifying their
bearers as full British citizens. ~ These were issued to defined groups for travel together to particular destinations, such as a group of school children on a school trip. As of 2021, collective passports are still issued by the United Kingdom for field-trips to certain countries within the Schengen Area.[26] ~ Family passports were typically issued to one
passport holder, who may travel alone or with other family members included in the passport. A family member not listed as the passport holder could not use the passport for travel without the passport holder. These passports are essentially obsolete as most countries; including all the EU states, Canada, the United States, and the United Kingdom;
require each traveller to have their own passport.[27] ™ This may apply, for example, to people who travel a lot on business, and may need to have, say, a passport to travel on while another is awaiting a visa for another country. The UK for example may issue a second passport if the applicant can show a need and supporting documentation, such as a
letter from an employer. ~ Service Passports are issued by the Department of State to "certain non-personal services contractors who travel abroad in support of and pursuant to a contract with the U.S. government", to demonstrate the passport holder is travelling "to conduct work in support of the U.S. government while simultaneously indicating
that the traveler has a more attenuated relationship with the U.S. government that does not justify a diplomatic or official passport."[29][30][31] ~ a b The area under the definition consists of: Taiwan (Chinese: &) Penghu (Chinese: j#i#) Kinmen (Chinese: £FJ; pinyin: Jinmén) Matsu Islands (Chinese: F#8%5; pinyin: Mazu Liedao) Other nearby
islands ~ Kosovo is the subject of a territorial dispute between the Republic of Kosovo and the Republic of Serbia. The Republic of Kosovo unilaterally declared independence on 17 February 2008. Serbia continues to claim it as part of its own sovereign territory. The two governments began to normalise relations in 2013, as part of the 2013 Brussels
Agreement. Kosovo is currently recognised as an independent state by 108 out of the 193 United Nations member states. In total, 116 UN member states have recognised Kosovo at some point, of which eight later withdrew their recognition. ™ "Definition of Passport". www.merriam-webster.com. Retrieved 2024-05-18. ©~ "A History of the Passport".
History. 2017-05-16. Retrieved 2024-07-01. ™ a b Cane, P & Conaghan, J (2008). The New Oxford Companion to Law. London: Oxford University Press. ISBN 9780199290543. ™ "The electronic passport in 2021 and beyond". Thales Group. ©~ George William Lemon (1783). English etymology; or, A derivative dictionary of the English language. p. 397.
said that passport may signify either a permission to pass through a portus or gate, but noted that an earlier work had contained information that a traveling warrant, a permission or license to pass through the whole dominions of any prince, was originally called a pass par tout. ©~ James Donald (1867). Chamber's etymological dictionary of the
English language. W. and R. Chambers. pp. 366. passport, pass'port, n. orig. permission to pass out of port or through the gates; a written warrant granting permission to travel. ©~ Lopez, Robert Sebationo; W. Raymond, Irving (2001). Medieval Trade in the Mediterranean World: Illustrative Documents. Columbia University Press. pp. 36-39.
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