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Do	you	own	an	old	banjo,	and	are	wondering	“What	are	old	banjos	worth?”	If	so,	you’re	in	luck	–	this	article	is	here	to	help	you	uncover	the	value	of	your	vintage	instrument.	Whether	you’re	an	avid	collector,	an	occasional	player,	or	even	just	curious,	you	can	use	this	guide	to	help	you	understand	the	worth	of	your	old	banjo.	Read	on	to	find	out
more!History	of	BanjosBanjos	were	first	developed	in	the	1700s	by	African	slaves	in	the	United	States.Early	banjos	were	made	from	gourds	and	were	strung	with	animal	hide.In	the	1850s,	banjos	were	constructed	with	wooden	rims	and	metal	strings,	which	allowed	for	a	greater	range	of	sounds.The	banjo	was	introduced	to	the	public	in	1843	by	Joel
Walker	Sweeney,	and	quickly	became	a	popular	instrument.In	the	late	19th	century,	the	banjo	became	an	integral	part	of	minstrel	shows.In	the	1920s,	the	five-string	banjo	was	developed,	which	allowed	players	to	play	a	wider	range	of	music.By	the	1940s,	the	banjo	had	become	a	popular	instrument	in	bluegrass,	country,	and	folk	music.Today,	the
banjo	is	still	popular	in	many	styles	of	music,	including	jazz,	bluegrass,	country,	and	folk.Compare	Professional	Banjos.Types	of	BanjosFive-string	banjos	are	the	most	common	type	of	banjo	and	are	the	type	of	banjo	most	often	seen	in	bluegrass	music.	They	have	five	strings	and	are	tuned	in	a	standard	tuning	of	G-D-G-B-D.	Four-string	banjos	are	less
common	and	are	usually	tuned	the	same	way	as	a	five-string	banjo.	Six-string	banjos	are	rare	and	are	usually	tuned	the	same	way	as	a	guitar.	Tenor	banjos	are	tuned	in	a	higher	tuning	of	C-G-D-A.	Plectrum	banjos	are	tuned	the	same	way	as	a	tenor	banjo,	but	have	a	wider	neck	that	allows	for	more	strings.	Open-back	banjos	have	an	open	resonator
and	are	usually	quieter	than	closed-back	banjos.	Closed-back	banjos	have	a	resonator	that	is	closed	off	from	the	body	of	the	banjo,	resulting	in	a	louder	sound.Factors	that	Affect	ValueAgeAge	can	be	the	most	important	factor	in	evaluating	old	banjos,	as	the	older	the	instrument,	the	greater	its	value.	The	age	of	a	banjo	is	determined	by	the
manufacturer’s	serial	number,	which	is	usually	found	on	the	back	of	the	headstock.ConditionCondition	is	another	key	factor	in	determining	the	value	of	an	old	banjo.	Instruments	that	are	in	good	condition	will	fetch	a	higher	price	than	those	that	are	in	poor	condition.Brand	&	ModelBrand	and	model	of	the	banjo	are	also	important	in	determining	value.
Vintage	banjos	from	well-known	brands	like	Gibson,	Vega,	and	Slingerland	are	particularly	sought	after.RarityRarity	is	another	important	factor	in	determining	the	value	of	an	old	banjo.	Rare	instruments	typically	fetch	a	higher	price	than	more	common	models.Valuing	BanjosOnline	ResourcesSeveral	online	resources	can	help	provide	an	approximate
value	of	an	old	banjo.	The	Vintage	Banjo	Price	Guide	is	a	comprehensive	database	of	vintage	banjos	with	values	based	on	recent	sales,	giving	an	accurate	indication	of	how	much	a	banjo	is	worth.	The	Vintage	Banjo	Price	Guide	also	provides	images	of	various	models	and	an	in-depth	look	into	each	banjo’s	history.The	Banjo	Registry	provides	a	database
of	vintage	banjos	with	pricing	information	based	on	the	current	market.	It	also	includes	a	serial	number	lookup	and	a	collection	of	vintage	banjo	catalogs,	providing	a	valuable	resource	for	any	collector.eBay	can	also	be	a	useful	resource	for	finding	out	the	value	of	an	old	banjo.	By	searching	for	similar	models	currently	listed	for	sale,	you	can	get	an
idea	of	how	much	it	is	worth.	However,	it	is	important	to	remember	that	eBay	prices	can	be	quite	variable	and	should	not	be	considered	a	definitive	indication	of	value.2	Professional	AppraisalsThe	value	of	a	vintage	banjo	varies	significantly	depending	on	its	condition,	brand,	age,	and	other	factors.	Professional	appraisals	are	the	best	way	to	ascertain
an	accurate	value	of	an	old	banjo.Firstly,	a	qualified	appraiser	will	inspect	and	assess	the	banjo’s	condition	and	materials	used	to	construct	it.	This	includes	looking	at	the	sound	quality,	wear,	and	tear,	as	well	as	any	repairs	or	modifications	that	might	have	been	done.	Additionally,	they	will	examine	the	brand	and	model	of	the	banjo	to	determine	its
rarity	and	collectibility.Secondly,	a	professional	appraiser	will	research	the	banjo’s	history	and	provenance.	This	includes	researching	who	owned	it	and	where	it	was	purchased,	as	well	as	any	relevant	documentation	or	receipts	that	can	prove	its	authenticity	and	value.Once	the	appraiser	has	all	the	necessary	information,	they	will	be	able	to
determine	an	accurate	value	of	the	old	banjo.	Professional	appraisals	are	the	only	way	to	get	an	accurate	estimate	of	the	banjo’s	worth	and	are	essential	to	ensuring	that	buyers	and	sellers	agree	on	a	fair	price.Selling	&	Buying	BanjosWhen	it	comes	to	buying	or	selling	a	banjo,	you	need	to	be	aware	of	the	current	market	value	of	vintage	or	used
instruments.	Generally,	the	value	of	a	banjo	is	determined	by	its	make	and	model,	condition,	and	provenance.	Although	some	banjos	are	worth	more	than	others,	all	banjos	are	worth	something	and	can	be	bought	or	sold	to	interested	buyers.When	determining	the	value	of	a	banjo,	consider	its	make	and	model.	Different	makes	and	models	of	banjos
have	different	values,	ranging	from	a	few	hundred	dollars	to	several	thousand	dollars.	For	instance,	a	Gibson	Mastertone	banjo	from	the	1930s	is	worth	more	than	a	contemporary	Washburn	banjo.Condition	is	another	factor	when	determining	the	value	of	a	banjo.	While	some	banjos	are	in	excellent	condition	and	can	fetch	a	higher	price,	others	may	be
in	need	of	repair	or	may	have	missing	parts.Finally,	provenance	can	also	affect	the	value	of	a	banjo.	Provenance	refers	to	the	history	of	the	instrument,	such	as	who	owned	it	and	where	it	was	purchased	or	made.	Instruments	owned	by	famous	musicians	or	instruments	that	have	been	featured	in	films	or	other	media	can	be	worth	more	than	those
without	a	history.In	summary,	when	buying	or	selling	a	banjo,	consider	its	make	and	model,	condition,	and	provenance.	These	factors	are	key	to	determining	the	value	of	a	banjo.FactorDescriptionMake	&	ModelThe	make	and	model	of	the	banjo	affects	its	value,	with	some	models	worth	more	than	others.ConditionThe	condition	of	the	banjo	can	affect
its	value,	with	banjos	in	need	of	repair	or	missing	parts	worth	less	than	those	in	excellent	condition.ProvenanceThe	history	of	the	instrument,	such	as	who	owned	it	and	where	it	was	purchased	or	made,	can	affect	its	value.Banjo	Collecting	Banjo	collecting	is	often	a	hobby	for	individuals	who	appreciate	vintage	or	antique	instruments.	Collectors	may
focus	on	specific	brands	or	models,	or	they	may	collect	banjos	of	various	styles.	While	banjo	collecting	is	a	relatively	new	hobby,	it	has	its	roots	in	the	early	20th	century.	It	is	important	for	potential	collectors	to	understand	the	different	types	of	banjos	and	the	varying	levels	of	rarity	and	collectability	associated	with	them.The	first	banjos	were	made	in
the	United	States	in	the	late	1800s.	Since	then,	a	variety	of	different	styles	of	banjos	have	been	produced,	including	four-string,	five-string,	six-string,	and	even	eight-string	models.	Most	vintage	banjos	were	made	of	wood,	but	some	were	made	of	metal.	Collectors	may	focus	on	specific	brands,	such	as	Gibson,	Vega,	and	Bacon,	or	they	may	focus	on
specific	models,	such	as	the	Gibson	Mastertone.In	terms	of	rarity	and	collectability,	some	banjos	are	considered	to	be	more	valuable	than	others.	Banjos	made	by	famous	makers,	such	as	Gibson,	are	usually	more	desirable	than	those	made	by	lesser-known	makers.	Similarly,	banjos	made	before	World	War	II	are	usually	more	valuable	than	those	made
after	the	war.	The	condition	of	the	instrument	is	also	an	important	factor	in	assessing	its	value.	Instruments	that	are	in	good	condition	are	usually	more	desirable	than	those	that	are	in	poor	condition.Banjos	can	be	purchased	from	a	variety	of	sources,	including	antique	stores,	flea	markets,	and	online	auction	sites.	Prices	for	vintage	banjos	vary,
depending	on	condition,	rarity,	and	maker.	Collectors	should	also	be	aware	of	the	potential	for	counterfeits,	as	there	are	a	number	of	fake	banjos	on	the	market.In	conclusion,	banjo	collecting	is	a	hobby	that	has	become	increasingly	popular	in	recent	years.	It	is	important	for	potential	collectors	to	understand	the	different	types	of	banjos	and	the
varying	levels	of	rarity	and	collectability	associated	with	them.	Additionally,	it	is	important	to	know	where	to	purchase	banjos	and	be	aware	of	the	potential	for	counterfeits.ResourcesEstablishing	the	worth	of	an	old	banjo	can	be	a	tricky	task.	It	is	important	to	take	into	account	the	age	and	condition	of	the	instrument,	as	well	as	the	make	and	model.
The	following	resources	can	help	in	determining	the	value	of	an	old	banjo:•	Online	Auction	Sites:	A	number	of	online	auction	sites,	such	as	eBay	and	Etsy,	provide	an	opportunity	to	buy	and	sell	banjos.	Examining	the	listings	of	similar	instruments	can	provide	an	idea	of	the	current	market	value.•	Antique	Appraisers:	If	a	banjo	is	especially	rare	or
valuable,	consulting	with	an	antique	appraiser	may	be	necessary.	An	experienced	appraiser	will	be	able	to	provide	an	accurate	assessment	of	the	banjo’s	worth.•	Collector’s	Clubs:	Banjo	collectors	clubs	are	a	great	way	to	connect	with	other	enthusiasts	and	get	an	idea	of	the	current	market	value	of	the	instrument.•	Manufacturer’s	Website:	Visiting
the	website	of	the	manufacturer	that	originally	made	the	banjo	can	often	provide	information	on	the	instrument’s	history	and	value.•	Online	Forums:	Participating	in	online	forums	dedicated	to	banjos	can	be	a	great	resource	for	getting	an	idea	of	a	banjo’s	worth.	Many	members	will	have	detailed	knowledge	and	experience	with	a	wide	variety	of
instruments.Frequently	Asked	QuestionsHow	can	I	tell	if	my	banjo	is	a	vintage	instrument?Vintage	banjos	are	typically	identified	by	their	age,	construction,	and	type	of	material	used.	To	determine	the	age	of	a	banjo,	look	for	hallmarks	or	identifying	features	such	as	manufacturer’s	labels,	serial	numbers,	or	other	marks	that	indicate	when	it	was	made.
Additionally,	vintage	banjos	often	feature	intricate	inlay	work	and	detailed	craftsmanship	that	is	not	common	on	modern	instruments.	The	type	of	material	used	is	also	an	indicator	of	age,	as	vintage	banjos	were	typically	made	with	wood,	metal,	or	other	materials	that	are	no	longer	used	in	modern	construction.	Finally,	vintage	banjos	often	have	a
unique	sound	and	tone	that	is	distinct	from	modern	banjos,	so	it	is	important	to	listen	to	the	instrument	to	get	an	idea	of	its	age	and	worth.What	Factors	Influence	the	Value	of	an	Old	Banjo?The	value	of	an	old	banjo	depends	on	its	age,	condition,	and	brand.	Age	is	a	major	factor	as	older	banjos	tend	to	be	more	valuable	due	to	their	rarity	and	historical
significance.	Condition	is	also	important,	as	banjos	that	are	in	poor	condition	may	be	worth	less	than	those	in	better	condition.	The	brand	of	the	banjo	is	also	important,	as	rare	and	highly	sought-after	brands	may	come	with	a	higher	price	tag.	Additionally,	the	hardware	and	materials	used	on	the	banjo	may	influence	the	value,	with	certain	materials
being	more	desirable	than	others.What	are	the	most	sought-after	vintage	banjo	models?Vintage	banjos	from	the	1920s	to	the	1960s	are	some	of	the	most	sought-after	models.	Popular	brands	include	Gibson,	Vega,	and	Paramount.	The	pre-war	Gibson	Mastertone	models	are	highly	collectible	due	to	their	excellent	craftsmanship.	Other	popular	models
include	the	Vega	Tubaphone,	the	Paramount	Artist,	and	the	Gibson	RB-1.	Each	of	these	models	has	its	own	unique	sound,	which	can	vary	depending	on	the	year	it	was	made.	The	value	of	a	vintage	banjo	will	depend	on	its	condition	and	age.Is	it	possible	to	restore	a	vintage	banjo	to	its	original	condition?Restoring	vintage	banjos	is	possible,	but	it
requires	skill,	patience,	and	research.	Many	banjos	from	the	1950s	and	earlier	can	be	brought	back	to	life	with	a	thorough	cleaning,	restoration	of	the	original	parts,	and	some	minor	repairs.	It	is	important	to	research	the	make	and	model	of	the	banjo	before	beginning	any	restoration	work	as	some	parts	may	be	hard	to	find	or	need	to	be	replaced	with
more	modern	equivalents.	With	the	right	tools	and	knowledge,	it	is	possible	to	restore	a	vintage	banjo	to	its	original	condition.How	can	I	find	out	what	my	old	banjo	is	worth?If	you	have	an	old	banjo,	you	can	find	out	its	worth	by	researching	the	market	value	of	similar	banjos.	For	cheaper	banjos,	try	our	list	of	10	affordable	banjos,	but	otherwise	you
should	start	by	researching	the	make	and	model	of	your	banjo,	as	well	as	the	year	it	was	made.	Look	for	similar	banjos	on	websites	such	as	eBay,	Reverb	and	Banjo	Hangout	to	get	an	idea	of	what	your	banjo	may	be	worth.	Additionally,	you	can	ask	a	local	luthier	or	music	store	to	provide	an	appraisal.	A	luthier	will	be	able	to	assess	the	condition	of
your	banjo,	as	well	as	look	for	any	unique	features	that	could	affect	the	value	of	your	instrument.ConclusionOld	banjos	can	be	quite	valuable	depending	on	the	model,	condition,	and	features.	To	get	an	accurate	value,	it	is	important	to	assess	the	banjo	closely	and	research	its	make	and	model.	Documentation	of	the	instrument’s	condition	and	history
can	also	help	to	determine	its	worth.	For	more	information,	owners	should	consider	consulting	a	luthier	and	a	vintage	banjo	expert.ReferencesBeginner’s	Guide	to	BanjosVintage	Banjo	Buying	Guide	Do	you	own	an	old	banjo,	and	are	wondering	“What	are	old	banjos	worth?”	If	so,	you’re	in	luck	–	this	article	is	here	to	help	you	uncover	the	value	of	your
vintage	instrument.	Whether	you’re	an	avid	collector,	an	occasional	player,	or	even	just	curious,	you	can	use	this	guide	to	help	you	understand	the	worth	of	your	old	banjo.	Read	on	to	find	out	more!History	of	BanjosBanjos	were	first	developed	in	the	1700s	by	African	slaves	in	the	United	States.Early	banjos	were	made	from	gourds	and	were	strung
with	animal	hide.In	the	1850s,	banjos	were	constructed	with	wooden	rims	and	metal	strings,	which	allowed	for	a	greater	range	of	sounds.The	banjo	was	introduced	to	the	public	in	1843	by	Joel	Walker	Sweeney,	and	quickly	became	a	popular	instrument.In	the	late	19th	century,	the	banjo	became	an	integral	part	of	minstrel	shows.In	the	1920s,	the
five-string	banjo	was	developed,	which	allowed	players	to	play	a	wider	range	of	music.By	the	1940s,	the	banjo	had	become	a	popular	instrument	in	bluegrass,	country,	and	folk	music.Today,	the	banjo	is	still	popular	in	many	styles	of	music,	including	jazz,	bluegrass,	country,	and	folk.Compare	Professional	Banjos.Types	of	BanjosFive-string	banjos	are
the	most	common	type	of	banjo	and	are	the	type	of	banjo	most	often	seen	in	bluegrass	music.	They	have	five	strings	and	are	tuned	in	a	standard	tuning	of	G-D-G-B-D.	Four-string	banjos	are	less	common	and	are	usually	tuned	the	same	way	as	a	five-string	banjo.	Six-string	banjos	are	rare	and	are	usually	tuned	the	same	way	as	a	guitar.	Tenor	banjos	are
tuned	in	a	higher	tuning	of	C-G-D-A.	Plectrum	banjos	are	tuned	the	same	way	as	a	tenor	banjo,	but	have	a	wider	neck	that	allows	for	more	strings.	Open-back	banjos	have	an	open	resonator	and	are	usually	quieter	than	closed-back	banjos.	Closed-back	banjos	have	a	resonator	that	is	closed	off	from	the	body	of	the	banjo,	resulting	in	a	louder
sound.Factors	that	Affect	ValueAgeAge	can	be	the	most	important	factor	in	evaluating	old	banjos,	as	the	older	the	instrument,	the	greater	its	value.	The	age	of	a	banjo	is	determined	by	the	manufacturer’s	serial	number,	which	is	usually	found	on	the	back	of	the	headstock.ConditionCondition	is	another	key	factor	in	determining	the	value	of	an	old
banjo.	Instruments	that	are	in	good	condition	will	fetch	a	higher	price	than	those	that	are	in	poor	condition.Brand	&	ModelBrand	and	model	of	the	banjo	are	also	important	in	determining	value.	Vintage	banjos	from	well-known	brands	like	Gibson,	Vega,	and	Slingerland	are	particularly	sought	after.RarityRarity	is	another	important	factor	in
determining	the	value	of	an	old	banjo.	Rare	instruments	typically	fetch	a	higher	price	than	more	common	models.Valuing	BanjosOnline	ResourcesSeveral	online	resources	can	help	provide	an	approximate	value	of	an	old	banjo.	The	Vintage	Banjo	Price	Guide	is	a	comprehensive	database	of	vintage	banjos	with	values	based	on	recent	sales,	giving	an
accurate	indication	of	how	much	a	banjo	is	worth.	The	Vintage	Banjo	Price	Guide	also	provides	images	of	various	models	and	an	in-depth	look	into	each	banjo’s	history.The	Banjo	Registry	provides	a	database	of	vintage	banjos	with	pricing	information	based	on	the	current	market.	It	also	includes	a	serial	number	lookup	and	a	collection	of	vintage	banjo
catalogs,	providing	a	valuable	resource	for	any	collector.eBay	can	also	be	a	useful	resource	for	finding	out	the	value	of	an	old	banjo.	By	searching	for	similar	models	currently	listed	for	sale,	you	can	get	an	idea	of	how	much	it	is	worth.	However,	it	is	important	to	remember	that	eBay	prices	can	be	quite	variable	and	should	not	be	considered	a
definitive	indication	of	value.2	Professional	AppraisalsThe	value	of	a	vintage	banjo	varies	significantly	depending	on	its	condition,	brand,	age,	and	other	factors.	Professional	appraisals	are	the	best	way	to	ascertain	an	accurate	value	of	an	old	banjo.Firstly,	a	qualified	appraiser	will	inspect	and	assess	the	banjo’s	condition	and	materials	used	to
construct	it.	This	includes	looking	at	the	sound	quality,	wear,	and	tear,	as	well	as	any	repairs	or	modifications	that	might	have	been	done.	Additionally,	they	will	examine	the	brand	and	model	of	the	banjo	to	determine	its	rarity	and	collectibility.Secondly,	a	professional	appraiser	will	research	the	banjo’s	history	and	provenance.	This	includes
researching	who	owned	it	and	where	it	was	purchased,	as	well	as	any	relevant	documentation	or	receipts	that	can	prove	its	authenticity	and	value.Once	the	appraiser	has	all	the	necessary	information,	they	will	be	able	to	determine	an	accurate	value	of	the	old	banjo.	Professional	appraisals	are	the	only	way	to	get	an	accurate	estimate	of	the	banjo’s
worth	and	are	essential	to	ensuring	that	buyers	and	sellers	agree	on	a	fair	price.Selling	&	Buying	BanjosWhen	it	comes	to	buying	or	selling	a	banjo,	you	need	to	be	aware	of	the	current	market	value	of	vintage	or	used	instruments.	Generally,	the	value	of	a	banjo	is	determined	by	its	make	and	model,	condition,	and	provenance.	Although	some	banjos
are	worth	more	than	others,	all	banjos	are	worth	something	and	can	be	bought	or	sold	to	interested	buyers.When	determining	the	value	of	a	banjo,	consider	its	make	and	model.	Different	makes	and	models	of	banjos	have	different	values,	ranging	from	a	few	hundred	dollars	to	several	thousand	dollars.	For	instance,	a	Gibson	Mastertone	banjo	from	the
1930s	is	worth	more	than	a	contemporary	Washburn	banjo.Condition	is	another	factor	when	determining	the	value	of	a	banjo.	While	some	banjos	are	in	excellent	condition	and	can	fetch	a	higher	price,	others	may	be	in	need	of	repair	or	may	have	missing	parts.Finally,	provenance	can	also	affect	the	value	of	a	banjo.	Provenance	refers	to	the	history	of
the	instrument,	such	as	who	owned	it	and	where	it	was	purchased	or	made.	Instruments	owned	by	famous	musicians	or	instruments	that	have	been	featured	in	films	or	other	media	can	be	worth	more	than	those	without	a	history.In	summary,	when	buying	or	selling	a	banjo,	consider	its	make	and	model,	condition,	and	provenance.	These	factors	are
key	to	determining	the	value	of	a	banjo.FactorDescriptionMake	&	ModelThe	make	and	model	of	the	banjo	affects	its	value,	with	some	models	worth	more	than	others.ConditionThe	condition	of	the	banjo	can	affect	its	value,	with	banjos	in	need	of	repair	or	missing	parts	worth	less	than	those	in	excellent	condition.ProvenanceThe	history	of	the
instrument,	such	as	who	owned	it	and	where	it	was	purchased	or	made,	can	affect	its	value.Banjo	Collecting	Banjo	collecting	is	often	a	hobby	for	individuals	who	appreciate	vintage	or	antique	instruments.	Collectors	may	focus	on	specific	brands	or	models,	or	they	may	collect	banjos	of	various	styles.	While	banjo	collecting	is	a	relatively	new	hobby,	it
has	its	roots	in	the	early	20th	century.	It	is	important	for	potential	collectors	to	understand	the	different	types	of	banjos	and	the	varying	levels	of	rarity	and	collectability	associated	with	them.The	first	banjos	were	made	in	the	United	States	in	the	late	1800s.	Since	then,	a	variety	of	different	styles	of	banjos	have	been	produced,	including	four-string,
five-string,	six-string,	and	even	eight-string	models.	Most	vintage	banjos	were	made	of	wood,	but	some	were	made	of	metal.	Collectors	may	focus	on	specific	brands,	such	as	Gibson,	Vega,	and	Bacon,	or	they	may	focus	on	specific	models,	such	as	the	Gibson	Mastertone.In	terms	of	rarity	and	collectability,	some	banjos	are	considered	to	be	more
valuable	than	others.	Banjos	made	by	famous	makers,	such	as	Gibson,	are	usually	more	desirable	than	those	made	by	lesser-known	makers.	Similarly,	banjos	made	before	World	War	II	are	usually	more	valuable	than	those	made	after	the	war.	The	condition	of	the	instrument	is	also	an	important	factor	in	assessing	its	value.	Instruments	that	are	in	good
condition	are	usually	more	desirable	than	those	that	are	in	poor	condition.Banjos	can	be	purchased	from	a	variety	of	sources,	including	antique	stores,	flea	markets,	and	online	auction	sites.	Prices	for	vintage	banjos	vary,	depending	on	condition,	rarity,	and	maker.	Collectors	should	also	be	aware	of	the	potential	for	counterfeits,	as	there	are	a	number
of	fake	banjos	on	the	market.In	conclusion,	banjo	collecting	is	a	hobby	that	has	become	increasingly	popular	in	recent	years.	It	is	important	for	potential	collectors	to	understand	the	different	types	of	banjos	and	the	varying	levels	of	rarity	and	collectability	associated	with	them.	Additionally,	it	is	important	to	know	where	to	purchase	banjos	and	be
aware	of	the	potential	for	counterfeits.ResourcesEstablishing	the	worth	of	an	old	banjo	can	be	a	tricky	task.	It	is	important	to	take	into	account	the	age	and	condition	of	the	instrument,	as	well	as	the	make	and	model.	The	following	resources	can	help	in	determining	the	value	of	an	old	banjo:•	Online	Auction	Sites:	A	number	of	online	auction	sites,	such
as	eBay	and	Etsy,	provide	an	opportunity	to	buy	and	sell	banjos.	Examining	the	listings	of	similar	instruments	can	provide	an	idea	of	the	current	market	value.•	Antique	Appraisers:	If	a	banjo	is	especially	rare	or	valuable,	consulting	with	an	antique	appraiser	may	be	necessary.	An	experienced	appraiser	will	be	able	to	provide	an	accurate	assessment	of
the	banjo’s	worth.•	Collector’s	Clubs:	Banjo	collectors	clubs	are	a	great	way	to	connect	with	other	enthusiasts	and	get	an	idea	of	the	current	market	value	of	the	instrument.•	Manufacturer’s	Website:	Visiting	the	website	of	the	manufacturer	that	originally	made	the	banjo	can	often	provide	information	on	the	instrument’s	history	and	value.•	Online
Forums:	Participating	in	online	forums	dedicated	to	banjos	can	be	a	great	resource	for	getting	an	idea	of	a	banjo’s	worth.	Many	members	will	have	detailed	knowledge	and	experience	with	a	wide	variety	of	instruments.Frequently	Asked	QuestionsHow	can	I	tell	if	my	banjo	is	a	vintage	instrument?Vintage	banjos	are	typically	identified	by	their	age,
construction,	and	type	of	material	used.	To	determine	the	age	of	a	banjo,	look	for	hallmarks	or	identifying	features	such	as	manufacturer’s	labels,	serial	numbers,	or	other	marks	that	indicate	when	it	was	made.	Additionally,	vintage	banjos	often	feature	intricate	inlay	work	and	detailed	craftsmanship	that	is	not	common	on	modern	instruments.	The
type	of	material	used	is	also	an	indicator	of	age,	as	vintage	banjos	were	typically	made	with	wood,	metal,	or	other	materials	that	are	no	longer	used	in	modern	construction.	Finally,	vintage	banjos	often	have	a	unique	sound	and	tone	that	is	distinct	from	modern	banjos,	so	it	is	important	to	listen	to	the	instrument	to	get	an	idea	of	its	age	and
worth.What	Factors	Influence	the	Value	of	an	Old	Banjo?The	value	of	an	old	banjo	depends	on	its	age,	condition,	and	brand.	Age	is	a	major	factor	as	older	banjos	tend	to	be	more	valuable	due	to	their	rarity	and	historical	significance.	Condition	is	also	important,	as	banjos	that	are	in	poor	condition	may	be	worth	less	than	those	in	better	condition.	The
brand	of	the	banjo	is	also	important,	as	rare	and	highly	sought-after	brands	may	come	with	a	higher	price	tag.	Additionally,	the	hardware	and	materials	used	on	the	banjo	may	influence	the	value,	with	certain	materials	being	more	desirable	than	others.What	are	the	most	sought-after	vintage	banjo	models?Vintage	banjos	from	the	1920s	to	the	1960s
are	some	of	the	most	sought-after	models.	Popular	brands	include	Gibson,	Vega,	and	Paramount.	The	pre-war	Gibson	Mastertone	models	are	highly	collectible	due	to	their	excellent	craftsmanship.	Other	popular	models	include	the	Vega	Tubaphone,	the	Paramount	Artist,	and	the	Gibson	RB-1.	Each	of	these	models	has	its	own	unique	sound,	which	can
vary	depending	on	the	year	it	was	made.	The	value	of	a	vintage	banjo	will	depend	on	its	condition	and	age.Is	it	possible	to	restore	a	vintage	banjo	to	its	original	condition?Restoring	vintage	banjos	is	possible,	but	it	requires	skill,	patience,	and	research.	Many	banjos	from	the	1950s	and	earlier	can	be	brought	back	to	life	with	a	thorough	cleaning,
restoration	of	the	original	parts,	and	some	minor	repairs.	It	is	important	to	research	the	make	and	model	of	the	banjo	before	beginning	any	restoration	work	as	some	parts	may	be	hard	to	find	or	need	to	be	replaced	with	more	modern	equivalents.	With	the	right	tools	and	knowledge,	it	is	possible	to	restore	a	vintage	banjo	to	its	original	condition.How
can	I	find	out	what	my	old	banjo	is	worth?If	you	have	an	old	banjo,	you	can	find	out	its	worth	by	researching	the	market	value	of	similar	banjos.	For	cheaper	banjos,	try	our	list	of	10	affordable	banjos,	but	otherwise	you	should	start	by	researching	the	make	and	model	of	your	banjo,	as	well	as	the	year	it	was	made.	Look	for	similar	banjos	on	websites
such	as	eBay,	Reverb	and	Banjo	Hangout	to	get	an	idea	of	what	your	banjo	may	be	worth.	Additionally,	you	can	ask	a	local	luthier	or	music	store	to	provide	an	appraisal.	A	luthier	will	be	able	to	assess	the	condition	of	your	banjo,	as	well	as	look	for	any	unique	features	that	could	affect	the	value	of	your	instrument.ConclusionOld	banjos	can	be	quite
valuable	depending	on	the	model,	condition,	and	features.	To	get	an	accurate	value,	it	is	important	to	assess	the	banjo	closely	and	research	its	make	and	model.	Documentation	of	the	instrument’s	condition	and	history	can	also	help	to	determine	its	worth.	For	more	information,	owners	should	consider	consulting	a	luthier	and	a	vintage	banjo
expert.ReferencesBeginner’s	Guide	to	BanjosVintage	Banjo	Buying	Guide	Do	you	own	an	old	banjo,	and	are	wondering	“What	are	old	banjos	worth?”	If	so,	you’re	in	luck	–	this	article	is	here	to	help	you	uncover	the	value	of	your	vintage	instrument.	Whether	you’re	an	avid	collector,	an	occasional	player,	or	even	just	curious,	you	can	use	this	guide	to
help	you	understand	the	worth	of	your	old	banjo.	Read	on	to	find	out	more!History	of	BanjosBanjos	were	first	developed	in	the	1700s	by	African	slaves	in	the	United	States.Early	banjos	were	made	from	gourds	and	were	strung	with	animal	hide.In	the	1850s,	banjos	were	constructed	with	wooden	rims	and	metal	strings,	which	allowed	for	a	greater
range	of	sounds.The	banjo	was	introduced	to	the	public	in	1843	by	Joel	Walker	Sweeney,	and	quickly	became	a	popular	instrument.In	the	late	19th	century,	the	banjo	became	an	integral	part	of	minstrel	shows.In	the	1920s,	the	five-string	banjo	was	developed,	which	allowed	players	to	play	a	wider	range	of	music.By	the	1940s,	the	banjo	had	become	a
popular	instrument	in	bluegrass,	country,	and	folk	music.Today,	the	banjo	is	still	popular	in	many	styles	of	music,	including	jazz,	bluegrass,	country,	and	folk.Compare	Professional	Banjos.Types	of	BanjosFive-string	banjos	are	the	most	common	type	of	banjo	and	are	the	type	of	banjo	most	often	seen	in	bluegrass	music.	They	have	five	strings	and	are
tuned	in	a	standard	tuning	of	G-D-G-B-D.	Four-string	banjos	are	less	common	and	are	usually	tuned	the	same	way	as	a	five-string	banjo.	Six-string	banjos	are	rare	and	are	usually	tuned	the	same	way	as	a	guitar.	Tenor	banjos	are	tuned	in	a	higher	tuning	of	C-G-D-A.	Plectrum	banjos	are	tuned	the	same	way	as	a	tenor	banjo,	but	have	a	wider	neck	that
allows	for	more	strings.	Open-back	banjos	have	an	open	resonator	and	are	usually	quieter	than	closed-back	banjos.	Closed-back	banjos	have	a	resonator	that	is	closed	off	from	the	body	of	the	banjo,	resulting	in	a	louder	sound.Factors	that	Affect	ValueAgeAge	can	be	the	most	important	factor	in	evaluating	old	banjos,	as	the	older	the	instrument,	the
greater	its	value.	The	age	of	a	banjo	is	determined	by	the	manufacturer’s	serial	number,	which	is	usually	found	on	the	back	of	the	headstock.ConditionCondition	is	another	key	factor	in	determining	the	value	of	an	old	banjo.	Instruments	that	are	in	good	condition	will	fetch	a	higher	price	than	those	that	are	in	poor	condition.Brand	&	ModelBrand	and
model	of	the	banjo	are	also	important	in	determining	value.	Vintage	banjos	from	well-known	brands	like	Gibson,	Vega,	and	Slingerland	are	particularly	sought	after.RarityRarity	is	another	important	factor	in	determining	the	value	of	an	old	banjo.	Rare	instruments	typically	fetch	a	higher	price	than	more	common	models.Valuing	BanjosOnline
ResourcesSeveral	online	resources	can	help	provide	an	approximate	value	of	an	old	banjo.	The	Vintage	Banjo	Price	Guide	is	a	comprehensive	database	of	vintage	banjos	with	values	based	on	recent	sales,	giving	an	accurate	indication	of	how	much	a	banjo	is	worth.	The	Vintage	Banjo	Price	Guide	also	provides	images	of	various	models	and	an	in-depth
look	into	each	banjo’s	history.The	Banjo	Registry	provides	a	database	of	vintage	banjos	with	pricing	information	based	on	the	current	market.	It	also	includes	a	serial	number	lookup	and	a	collection	of	vintage	banjo	catalogs,	providing	a	valuable	resource	for	any	collector.eBay	can	also	be	a	useful	resource	for	finding	out	the	value	of	an	old	banjo.	By
searching	for	similar	models	currently	listed	for	sale,	you	can	get	an	idea	of	how	much	it	is	worth.	However,	it	is	important	to	remember	that	eBay	prices	can	be	quite	variable	and	should	not	be	considered	a	definitive	indication	of	value.2	Professional	AppraisalsThe	value	of	a	vintage	banjo	varies	significantly	depending	on	its	condition,	brand,	age,
and	other	factors.	Professional	appraisals	are	the	best	way	to	ascertain	an	accurate	value	of	an	old	banjo.Firstly,	a	qualified	appraiser	will	inspect	and	assess	the	banjo’s	condition	and	materials	used	to	construct	it.	This	includes	looking	at	the	sound	quality,	wear,	and	tear,	as	well	as	any	repairs	or	modifications	that	might	have	been	done.	Additionally,
they	will	examine	the	brand	and	model	of	the	banjo	to	determine	its	rarity	and	collectibility.Secondly,	a	professional	appraiser	will	research	the	banjo’s	history	and	provenance.	This	includes	researching	who	owned	it	and	where	it	was	purchased,	as	well	as	any	relevant	documentation	or	receipts	that	can	prove	its	authenticity	and	value.Once	the
appraiser	has	all	the	necessary	information,	they	will	be	able	to	determine	an	accurate	value	of	the	old	banjo.	Professional	appraisals	are	the	only	way	to	get	an	accurate	estimate	of	the	banjo’s	worth	and	are	essential	to	ensuring	that	buyers	and	sellers	agree	on	a	fair	price.Selling	&	Buying	BanjosWhen	it	comes	to	buying	or	selling	a	banjo,	you	need
to	be	aware	of	the	current	market	value	of	vintage	or	used	instruments.	Generally,	the	value	of	a	banjo	is	determined	by	its	make	and	model,	condition,	and	provenance.	Although	some	banjos	are	worth	more	than	others,	all	banjos	are	worth	something	and	can	be	bought	or	sold	to	interested	buyers.When	determining	the	value	of	a	banjo,	consider	its
make	and	model.	Different	makes	and	models	of	banjos	have	different	values,	ranging	from	a	few	hundred	dollars	to	several	thousand	dollars.	For	instance,	a	Gibson	Mastertone	banjo	from	the	1930s	is	worth	more	than	a	contemporary	Washburn	banjo.Condition	is	another	factor	when	determining	the	value	of	a	banjo.	While	some	banjos	are	in
excellent	condition	and	can	fetch	a	higher	price,	others	may	be	in	need	of	repair	or	may	have	missing	parts.Finally,	provenance	can	also	affect	the	value	of	a	banjo.	Provenance	refers	to	the	history	of	the	instrument,	such	as	who	owned	it	and	where	it	was	purchased	or	made.	Instruments	owned	by	famous	musicians	or	instruments	that	have	been
featured	in	films	or	other	media	can	be	worth	more	than	those	without	a	history.In	summary,	when	buying	or	selling	a	banjo,	consider	its	make	and	model,	condition,	and	provenance.	These	factors	are	key	to	determining	the	value	of	a	banjo.FactorDescriptionMake	&	ModelThe	make	and	model	of	the	banjo	affects	its	value,	with	some	models	worth
more	than	others.ConditionThe	condition	of	the	banjo	can	affect	its	value,	with	banjos	in	need	of	repair	or	missing	parts	worth	less	than	those	in	excellent	condition.ProvenanceThe	history	of	the	instrument,	such	as	who	owned	it	and	where	it	was	purchased	or	made,	can	affect	its	value.Banjo	Collecting	Banjo	collecting	is	often	a	hobby	for	individuals
who	appreciate	vintage	or	antique	instruments.	Collectors	may	focus	on	specific	brands	or	models,	or	they	may	collect	banjos	of	various	styles.	While	banjo	collecting	is	a	relatively	new	hobby,	it	has	its	roots	in	the	early	20th	century.	It	is	important	for	potential	collectors	to	understand	the	different	types	of	banjos	and	the	varying	levels	of	rarity	and
collectability	associated	with	them.The	first	banjos	were	made	in	the	United	States	in	the	late	1800s.	Since	then,	a	variety	of	different	styles	of	banjos	have	been	produced,	including	four-string,	five-string,	six-string,	and	even	eight-string	models.	Most	vintage	banjos	were	made	of	wood,	but	some	were	made	of	metal.	Collectors	may	focus	on	specific
brands,	such	as	Gibson,	Vega,	and	Bacon,	or	they	may	focus	on	specific	models,	such	as	the	Gibson	Mastertone.In	terms	of	rarity	and	collectability,	some	banjos	are	considered	to	be	more	valuable	than	others.	Banjos	made	by	famous	makers,	such	as	Gibson,	are	usually	more	desirable	than	those	made	by	lesser-known	makers.	Similarly,	banjos	made
before	World	War	II	are	usually	more	valuable	than	those	made	after	the	war.	The	condition	of	the	instrument	is	also	an	important	factor	in	assessing	its	value.	Instruments	that	are	in	good	condition	are	usually	more	desirable	than	those	that	are	in	poor	condition.Banjos	can	be	purchased	from	a	variety	of	sources,	including	antique	stores,	flea
markets,	and	online	auction	sites.	Prices	for	vintage	banjos	vary,	depending	on	condition,	rarity,	and	maker.	Collectors	should	also	be	aware	of	the	potential	for	counterfeits,	as	there	are	a	number	of	fake	banjos	on	the	market.In	conclusion,	banjo	collecting	is	a	hobby	that	has	become	increasingly	popular	in	recent	years.	It	is	important	for	potential
collectors	to	understand	the	different	types	of	banjos	and	the	varying	levels	of	rarity	and	collectability	associated	with	them.	Additionally,	it	is	important	to	know	where	to	purchase	banjos	and	be	aware	of	the	potential	for	counterfeits.ResourcesEstablishing	the	worth	of	an	old	banjo	can	be	a	tricky	task.	It	is	important	to	take	into	account	the	age	and
condition	of	the	instrument,	as	well	as	the	make	and	model.	The	following	resources	can	help	in	determining	the	value	of	an	old	banjo:•	Online	Auction	Sites:	A	number	of	online	auction	sites,	such	as	eBay	and	Etsy,	provide	an	opportunity	to	buy	and	sell	banjos.	Examining	the	listings	of	similar	instruments	can	provide	an	idea	of	the	current	market
value.•	Antique	Appraisers:	If	a	banjo	is	especially	rare	or	valuable,	consulting	with	an	antique	appraiser	may	be	necessary.	An	experienced	appraiser	will	be	able	to	provide	an	accurate	assessment	of	the	banjo’s	worth.•	Collector’s	Clubs:	Banjo	collectors	clubs	are	a	great	way	to	connect	with	other	enthusiasts	and	get	an	idea	of	the	current	market
value	of	the	instrument.•	Manufacturer’s	Website:	Visiting	the	website	of	the	manufacturer	that	originally	made	the	banjo	can	often	provide	information	on	the	instrument’s	history	and	value.•	Online	Forums:	Participating	in	online	forums	dedicated	to	banjos	can	be	a	great	resource	for	getting	an	idea	of	a	banjo’s	worth.	Many	members	will	have
detailed	knowledge	and	experience	with	a	wide	variety	of	instruments.Frequently	Asked	QuestionsHow	can	I	tell	if	my	banjo	is	a	vintage	instrument?Vintage	banjos	are	typically	identified	by	their	age,	construction,	and	type	of	material	used.	To	determine	the	age	of	a	banjo,	look	for	hallmarks	or	identifying	features	such	as	manufacturer’s	labels,
serial	numbers,	or	other	marks	that	indicate	when	it	was	made.	Additionally,	vintage	banjos	often	feature	intricate	inlay	work	and	detailed	craftsmanship	that	is	not	common	on	modern	instruments.	The	type	of	material	used	is	also	an	indicator	of	age,	as	vintage	banjos	were	typically	made	with	wood,	metal,	or	other	materials	that	are	no	longer	used
in	modern	construction.	Finally,	vintage	banjos	often	have	a	unique	sound	and	tone	that	is	distinct	from	modern	banjos,	so	it	is	important	to	listen	to	the	instrument	to	get	an	idea	of	its	age	and	worth.What	Factors	Influence	the	Value	of	an	Old	Banjo?The	value	of	an	old	banjo	depends	on	its	age,	condition,	and	brand.	Age	is	a	major	factor	as	older
banjos	tend	to	be	more	valuable	due	to	their	rarity	and	historical	significance.	Condition	is	also	important,	as	banjos	that	are	in	poor	condition	may	be	worth	less	than	those	in	better	condition.	The	brand	of	the	banjo	is	also	important,	as	rare	and	highly	sought-after	brands	may	come	with	a	higher	price	tag.	Additionally,	the	hardware	and	materials
used	on	the	banjo	may	influence	the	value,	with	certain	materials	being	more	desirable	than	others.What	are	the	most	sought-after	vintage	banjo	models?Vintage	banjos	from	the	1920s	to	the	1960s	are	some	of	the	most	sought-after	models.	Popular	brands	include	Gibson,	Vega,	and	Paramount.	The	pre-war	Gibson	Mastertone	models	are	highly
collectible	due	to	their	excellent	craftsmanship.	Other	popular	models	include	the	Vega	Tubaphone,	the	Paramount	Artist,	and	the	Gibson	RB-1.	Each	of	these	models	has	its	own	unique	sound,	which	can	vary	depending	on	the	year	it	was	made.	The	value	of	a	vintage	banjo	will	depend	on	its	condition	and	age.Is	it	possible	to	restore	a	vintage	banjo	to
its	original	condition?Restoring	vintage	banjos	is	possible,	but	it	requires	skill,	patience,	and	research.	Many	banjos	from	the	1950s	and	earlier	can	be	brought	back	to	life	with	a	thorough	cleaning,	restoration	of	the	original	parts,	and	some	minor	repairs.	It	is	important	to	research	the	make	and	model	of	the	banjo	before	beginning	any	restoration
work	as	some	parts	may	be	hard	to	find	or	need	to	be	replaced	with	more	modern	equivalents.	With	the	right	tools	and	knowledge,	it	is	possible	to	restore	a	vintage	banjo	to	its	original	condition.How	can	I	find	out	what	my	old	banjo	is	worth?If	you	have	an	old	banjo,	you	can	find	out	its	worth	by	researching	the	market	value	of	similar	banjos.	For
cheaper	banjos,	try	our	list	of	10	affordable	banjos,	but	otherwise	you	should	start	by	researching	the	make	and	model	of	your	banjo,	as	well	as	the	year	it	was	made.	Look	for	similar	banjos	on	websites	such	as	eBay,	Reverb	and	Banjo	Hangout	to	get	an	idea	of	what	your	banjo	may	be	worth.	Additionally,	you	can	ask	a	local	luthier	or	music	store	to
provide	an	appraisal.	A	luthier	will	be	able	to	assess	the	condition	of	your	banjo,	as	well	as	look	for	any	unique	features	that	could	affect	the	value	of	your	instrument.ConclusionOld	banjos	can	be	quite	valuable	depending	on	the	model,	condition,	and	features.	To	get	an	accurate	value,	it	is	important	to	assess	the	banjo	closely	and	research	its	make
and	model.	Documentation	of	the	instrument’s	condition	and	history	can	also	help	to	determine	its	worth.	For	more	information,	owners	should	consider	consulting	a	luthier	and	a	vintage	banjo	expert.ReferencesBeginner’s	Guide	to	BanjosVintage	Banjo	Buying	Guide	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a
better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of
our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	The	banjo	is	a	stringed	musical	instrument	that	features	a	long,	thin	neck	attached	to	a	circular,	drum-like	body	with	either	four,	five,	or	six	strings.	Like	the	guitar,	the	top	of	the	banjo's	neck	includes	tuning	pegs.	It	is	played	in	either	strumming	or	plucking
fashion.		Musicologists	believe	merchant	trader	Richard	Jobson	may	have	made	the	first	recorded	sighting	of	a	primitive	banjo	while	on	an	Gambia	expedition.	In	his	1620	diary,	Jobson	described	an	instrument	made	from	a	gourd,	with	a	long	neck	fastened	with	strings.		Early	African	art	depicts	a	stringed	gourd,	which	historians	and	African	natives
call	a	banjour	or	banjar.	A	few	decades	later,	in	1687,	Irish	physician	Sir	Hans	Sloane	(also	the	inventor	of	chocolate	milk)	visited	Jamaica.	There	he	recorded	his	observation	of	the	"banza."	He	described	the	sound	as	being	that	of	a	"strum	strump."		In	1707,	Dr.	Sir	Sloane	released	a	manuscript	with	his	drawing	of	the	instrument.	It	was	very	similar	to
the	African	version.	However,	the	first	known	reference	to	the	banjo	in	America	appeared	in	a	1736	edition	of	the	New	York	Weekly	Journal.		Nearly	half	a	century	later,	Thomas	Jefferson	referenced	the	banjo	in	a	manuscript	stating,	"The	instrument	proper	to	them	(slaves)	is	the	banjor	which	they	brought	hither	from	Africa."	Some	historians
believe	the	banjo	has	existed	in	America	since	the	1500s,	but	this	theory	lacks	documented	evidence.		However,	all	banjoists	agree	the	instrument	did	not	become	popular	in	the	states	until	approximately	the	1840s,	due	in	part	to	the	craze	of	the	minstrel	shows	of	the	time.		Leading	minstrel	performer	Joel	Sweeney	known	as	"The	Banjo	King,"
familiarized	his	audiences	with	the	upbeat	stringed	sound.	This,	in	turn,	created	a	demand	for	the	instrument.		Consequently,	a	Baltimore	drum	manufacturer,	William	Boucher,	began	producing	banjos	to	meet	the	demand.		His	initial	banjo	featured	a	long	fretted	neck	attached	to	a	round,	flat	drum	held	on	by	metal	clamps.	It	had	tuners	at	the	top	of
the	fret.	Today	the	Smithsonian	Institute	displays	three	Boucher	banjos	in	their	museum.				The	banjo	remained	the	country's	most	popular	instrument	from	the	19th	century	to	the	beginning	of	the	20th	century.	Around	the	turn	of	the	century,	the	banjo	again	surged	in	popularity	when	skillfully	played	by	the	first	Grand	Ole	Opry	star,	Uncle	Dave
"Dixie	Dewdrop"	Macon.		Uncle	Dave's	larger	than	life	stage	appeal	resonated	strongly	with	audiences.			His	fame	created	a	new	generation	of	banjo	players,	solidifying	its	importance	in	both	country	and	bluegrass	music.						What	is	the	Value	of	your	Banjo?	V​iew	more	in	our	Banjo	Price	Guide.	During	World	War	II,	banjo	production	temporarily
halted	because	the	government	needed	all	metal	for	the	war	effort.	Shortly	after	the	war,	music	changed,	and	the	guitar	replaced	the	banjo	as	the	favored	instrument.	Nonetheless,	the	two	instruments	are	quite	different.	The	banjo	remains	the	instrument	of	choice	in	the	modern	bluegrass	industry.		The	majority	of	banjos	feature	five	strings.
However,	there	are	four-stringed	and	six-stringed	banjos	too.		The	banjo	includes	a	head-stock	with	tuners	at	the	top	of	the	long,	narrow	fretted	string	neck,	which	attaches	to	a	drum-like	round	body.		Despite	the	simple	appearance	of	the	banjo,	different	banjo	styles	produce	different	sounds.		For	example,	the	plectrum	model	is	played	with	a	flat	pick
and	creates	an	upbeat	jazz	sound.	Find	the	Value	of	your	Banjo.	WorthPoint	is	the	largest	resource	online	for	identifying,	researching	and	valuing	antiques.	Explore	over	425	Million	“sold	for”	prices	with	item	details	and	images.	In	the	1930s,	Gibson	Guitar	Company	became	one	of	the	top	banjo	manufacturers	in	the	United	States.	It	created	a	model
known	as	the	Mastertone	Flathead.	Most	banjoists	consider	the	Mastertone	to	be	the	finest	quality	banjo	ever	produced.		Earl	Scruggs,	the	legendary	player	banjo	player	of	the	1940s-50s,	endorsed	the	Mastertone.	Because	Gibson	produced	only	ninety	Mastertones,	this	model	is	both	rare	and	quite	valuable.		Other	treasured	banjos	types	include
The	Curtis	Electric	manufactured	in	the	early	1900s,	the	1922	Silver	Bell,	and	the	Epiphone	Tenor	Banjo	from	the	1925-1935	Recording	Series.	Identify	your	Banjo	Symbols.	How	can	financial	brands	set	themselves	apart	through	visual	storytelling?	Our	experts	explain	how.Learn	MoreThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to
today’s	most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery	of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	FavoritesHow	can	financial	brands	set	themselves	apart	through	visual	storytelling?	Our	experts	explain	how.Learn	MoreThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s
most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery	of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	FavoritesHow	can	financial	brands	set	themselves	apart	through	visual	storytelling?	Our	experts	explain	how.Learn	MoreThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s	most
recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery	of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	Favorites	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.
The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or
build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain
or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Image	credit:	Fanpop.	How	to	Buy	a	Banjo	Without	Really
Trying	By	Valerie	Farabee	The	twangy	notes	of	some	good	ol’	Earl	Scruggs	type	bluegrass	are	echoing	through	your	country-fried	mind,	and	more	than	anything	you	are	yearning	to	play	those	dulcet	mountain	music	tones	–	but	you’ve	got	to	have	a	banjo,	first!	We’ve	covered	drums,	guitars,	and	electric	guitars	for	you,	let’s	move	on	to	a	less
conventional	stringed	instrument:	The	Banjo.	A	Banjo	is	Not	a	Toy	A	banjo	is	a	stringed	instrument	with	a	piece	of	animal	skin	or	plastic	stretched	over	a	circular	frame.	They	come	in	4-,	5-,	or	6-stringed	sets.	Banjos	are	pretty	straightforward	as	far	as	price	goes	–	you	get	what	you	pay	for!	A	new	banjo’s	price	accurately	reflects	its	quality.	Don’t	lose
heart	just	yet,	this	doesn’t	mean	that	you	have	to	break	the	bank	to	find	a	quality	instrument;	these	days	affordable	instruments	are	both	well-made	and	playable,	and	the	beginner	has	quite	a	range	to	choose	from.	The	first	step	in	choosing	a	banjo	is	know	what	type	of	music	you	like	to	play.	Dueling	Banjos	Tenor	&	4-Stringed	Banjos:	These	banjos
have	four	strings	and	a	shorter	neck	than	the	more	common	5-stringed	banjo.	While	the	5-stringed	banjo	is	best	used	for	bluegrass,	the	4-string	is	heavily	associated	with	Dixieland	Jazz,	Big	Band,	and	Irish	Folk.	5-Strings:	A	5-string	banjo	has	a	longer	neck	and	five	strings,	one	of	which	is	called	the	drone	string.	If	you’re	into	Flatt	&	Scruggs	type
bluegrass,	Pete	Seeger	folk,	and	the	twangy	sounds	of	the	Appalachian	mountain	music,	this	is	the	banjo	for	you.	You	can	find	these	in	either	open-backed	or	resonator	type	classes.	The	resonator	type	banjo	provides	better	volume	than	the	open-backed	banjo,	and	thus	is	better	for	performance	reasons.	Open-backed	banjos	tend	to	be	less	expensive
than	resonator	types.	6-strings:	The	6-string,	guitar	tuned	banjo	is	a	specialized,	hybrid	instrument.	This	is	handy	for	guitar	players	who	want	that	banjo	sound	but	don’t	want	to	go	to	the	trouble	of	learning	a	whole	new	instrument.	Hard	as	Wood.	And	Brass,	Too.	Like	guitars,	banjos	use	wood	to	augment	the	type	of	sound	they	produce.	Top	quality
banjos	will	have	rims	made	of	tonewoods	like	mahogany,	maple,	or	birch.	Banjos	also	make	use	of	metal	in	their	construction,	and	ideally	you’d	like	an	instrument	using	a	high	quality	bell-brass,	or	steel,	or	bronze,	as	opposed	to	a	metal	that	is	less	resonant	and	less	musical,	like	a	soft	aluminum.	Pay	for	the	highest	quality	hardware	that	you	can	afford
when	buying	your	first	banjo,	and	it	will	pay	for	itself	by	sounding	incredible,	even	to	your	as	yet	untutored	ears,	and	by	holding	its	resale	value	over	the	years.	Does	it	Play?	The	biggest	concerns	when	buying	a	banjo	are:	is	it	made	well,	and	does	it	play?	Even	for	the	beginning	player,	assessing	the	quality	of	a	banjo	is	pretty	easy.	Better	instruments
will	have	better	hardware:	rims	made	of	tonewoods,	rings	made	out	of	tone-metals,	and	tuners	that	consistently	keep	high-tensioned	strings	in	tune.	Some	other	things	to	look	for	when	assessing	a	banjo	for	quality	are:	Do	the	strings	push	down	easily?	Test	the	action	on	both	ends	of	the	neck	to	make	sure	the	strings	aren’t	too	hard	to	push	down	and
don’t	feel	like	they	will	cut	your	fingers.	Test	the	sound.	When	plucking	a	string	lightly,	you	should	hear	a	clear,	consistent	note.	Make	sure	the	neck	isn’t	twisted	or	bowed.	While	this	problem	can	be	fixed	later,	it	will	significantly	impact	the	tone	now.	Be	sure	you	are	aware	of	this	problem	when	starting!	Even	as	a	neophyte	you	should	test	the
instrument	and	play	some	notes	–	you	may	not	be	a	session	musician	just	yet,	but	you	are	definitely	still	able	to	tell	if	the	note	is	clear	or	not!	Ancillary	Needs	As	with	beginning	any	venture,	you	need	a	few	extras	to	make	a	good	start.	In	the	case	of	buying	a	banjo,	you	will	need	a	few	things	regardless	of	whether	you	intend	to	perform	for	an	audience
from	the	get-go	or	just	to	serenade	your	shower	walls.	Strings,	straps,	cases,	tuners,	pickups,	capos	and	more	are	accessories	you	will	need	when	starting	with	a	banjo,	but	hey	–	if	all	you	have	is	a	banjo,	your	ears,	and	your	pickin’	fingers,	you’ve	got	a	good	start!	Let’s	Talk	Turkey	As	with	all	instruments,	I	highly	recommend	buying	the	best	you	can
afford.	It	will	pay	off	in	terms	of	quality	and	resale	value.	On	average,	a	banjo	is	going	to	cost	anywhere	between	$50	–	$3,000.	For	those	just	starting	out,	a	beginner’s	kit	with	a	lower	end	model	should	cost	between	$150	–	$300,	definitely	a	good	buy	if	you	aren’t	sure	you’ll	stick	with	it	or	not.	A	very	solid	mid-range	banjo	can	be	found	for	between
$300	–	$425.	If	you	can	afford	it,	I	especially	recommend	dropping	between	$700	–	$950	on	a	quality	banjo,	like	the	Deering	Goodtime	Banjo.	It	will	be	quality	made,	sound	superb,	and	last	a	lifetime	whether	you	are	a	weekend	warrior	or	a	professional	musician.	For	professionals	only	–	you	can	custom	build	a	banjo	for	between	$2,000	–	$3,000.	This
option	is	reserved	for	the	most	serious	musicians,	and	unless	you	are	a	musician	regularly	touring,	performing,	and	recording,	a	custom	built	banjo	is	probably	not	for	you.	Happy	pickin’,	folks!	Published	December	4,	2012	by	Priceonomics	Sort	order:	Latest	added	to	earliest	added	39	items	found:	These	items	have	been	sold,	and	the	description,
image	and	price	are	for	reference	purposes	only.	A	Freedom	five	string	banjo	with	remo	head,	length	100	cm	An	antique	American	five	string	banjo,	Folk	Art	construction	with	hide	drumhead,	mid	19th	century,	111	cm	long,	the	drum	head	39.5	cm	diameter.	Vintage	8	string	mandolin	banjo	60	cm	long	A	banjo	mandolin	in	case,	55	cm	long	A	Mozart
banjo,	length	100	cm	with	hard	case,	stand	and	book	An	antique	five	string	banjo,	John	Grey	&	Sons,	London,	early	20th	century,	the	brass	rim	and	back	cast	with	Eastern	inspired	decoration	enamelled	in	red	and	black,	with	engraved	mark	to	the	armrest	and	metal	label	to	the	head,	length	95	cm	Cuckoo	vintage	English	four	string	banjo,	late	19th
early	20th	century,	27	cm	drumhead,	75	cm	long	A	vintage	banjo	mandolin,	early	20th	century,	61	cm	long	Old	banjo	a/f,	56	cm	long	English	ukulele	banjo,	by	John	Grey	&	Sons,	model	George	Formby,	serial	no.	E-	1134,	circa	1950,	George	Formby	plaque	inlaid	in	mother-of-pearl	to	the	headstock,	58	cm	long	English	ukulele	banjo,	by	John	Grey	&
Sons,	model	Dulcetta,	serial	no.	6539,	circa	1930,	model	and	serial	number	impression	marks	to	the	front	and	back	of	the	headstock,	56	cm	long	English	six	string	banjo,	circa	1900s,	open	back,	with	38	brackets,	the	headstock	plated	in	nickel,	and	mother-of-pearl	inlay	to	the	fingerboard,	92	cm	long	English	mandolin	banjo,	by	Windsor,	model	3,	circa
1920,	the	engraved	tailpiece	bearing	'94	Newhall	St	B'Ham/	Eng/	Windsor',	60	cm	long	English	banjo,	circa	1870,	the	fingerboard	and	resonator	decorated	in	Tunbridge	ware,	89	cm	long	English	mandolin	banjo,	by	cuckoo,	circa	1900s,	of	typical	form,	'Cuckoo'	imprinted	on	the	headstock,	55	cm	long	American	fretless	seven	string	banjo,	2nd	half	19th
century,	of	typical	design	with	snakehead	shaped	headstock	and	open	back,	86	cm	long	American	Orpheum	tenor	banjo,	by	Rettberg	&	Lange,	no.	3	special	model,	New	York,	circa	1915,	the	fingerboard	intricately	inlaid	with	abalone	shell	along	with	the	Company	logo	to	the	headstock,	with	an	open	back,	the	label	to	interior	of	rim,	78	cm	long
American	banjo,	by	Samuel.	S.	Stewart,	the	Student	model,	Grade	2,	Philadelphia,	circa	1900,	open	back	with	the	factory	mark	impressed	to	verso,	82	cm	long	American	Orpheum	mandolin	banjo,	by	Rettberg	&	Lange,	no.	3	special	model,	serial	number	8382,	New	York,	circa	1920s,	intricate	abalone	shell	inlay	to	fingerboard	and	headstock	which	also
bears	the	Company	logo.	serial	number	impressed	to	verso,	60	cm	long	Australian	zither	banjo,	by	boomerang,	early	20th	century,	impressed	factory	mark	to	headstock,	mother-of-pearl	inlay	to	finger	board,	93	cm	long	English	zither	banjo,	by	Windsor,	model	no.	7,	Birmingham,	circa	1920,	96	cm	long	English	zither	banjo,	by	Windsor,	popular	model
no.	5,	circa	1920,	maker	and	model	number	impressed	to	the	head	stock,	the	fingerboard	inlaid	with	mother-of-pearl.	To	the	heal	a	metal	plaque	bearing	'The	new	Windsor/	patent	zither	Banjo/	A.O.	Windsor…	English	zither	banjo,	by	William	Temlett,	London,	circa	1920,	the	headstock	elegantly	shaped,	stamped	to	verso	'W.	Temlett	Maker/	London',
89	cm	long	English	zither	banjo,	by	Windsor,	no.	44,	Birmingham,	circa	1920,	5	strings,	12	brackets,	the	headstock	decorated	with	engraved	stainless	steel	plating,	91	cm	long	English	zither	banjo,	by	Windsor,	model	no.	2,	Birmingham,	circa	1907,	model	number	and	date	impressed	to	the	top	of	the	headstock,	verso	is	an	engraved	plaque	bearing
'Robert	E	Dorman'.	To	the	heal	an	impressed	metal	plaque	bearing	'	the	new	Windsor/…	English	zither	banjo,	by	Windsor,	Artiste	model,	Birmingham,	circa	1900,	the	brass	impressed	plate	on	the	heel	reads	'The	new	Windsor	patent	zither	banjo	A.O.	Windsor,	94	Newhall	St.	Birmingham,	England',	95	cm	long	American	ukulele	banjo,	by	Gibson,	Ub-1
model,	Michigan,	circa	1920s,	'The	Gibson'	decal	to	headstock,	49	cm	long	Lida	cased	banjo	with	mother	of	pearl	inlay	A	c.1920s	George	Houghton	&	Sons	'Model	3000'	small	banjo	mandolin,	eight	steel	strings,	original	bridge,	fittings	and	case.	Length	56.5	cm,	diameter	of	body	20	cm.	Caraya	5	string	banjo	with	Remo	head	made	out	of	mahogany,
the	banjo	is	a	plectrum-style	instrument	and	has	a	closed-back	design	and	and	the	mahogany	body	is	complemented	by	a	maple	neck	and	a	natural	gloss	finish.	Model	no.	BJ005,	length	101	cm	A	c.1920-30s	Slingerlands	Nite	Hawk	four-string	banjo,	with	inlaid	details	to	sides	and	back.	Provenance:	Previously	owned	by	George	Graham,	a	professional
musician	who	played	in	the	Auckland	area	1930's.	With	case.	A	banjo	mandolin,	unknown	maker,	circa	1940s,	calfskin	head,	floating	bridge,	rosewood	fingerboard,	nickel	hardware,	eight	buttoned	machine	heads,	hardwood	neck	and	rim,	acquired	on	12	October	1981,	I	bought	this	instrument	in	1981	whilst	on	tour	on	the…	Gibson	long	necked	banjo,
purchased	in	Syndey	in	1962	from	an	American	draft	dodger,	in	original	hard	case.	Provenance:	The	Alex	&	Annette	Hood	Collection,	NSW	An	Italian	mandolin	with	label	'Giov.	De	Meglio	&	F.	Glio'	dated	1916,	in	original	leather	case.	Note	that	instruments	made	during	the	war	by	this	renowned	maker	are	rare.	Plus	an	8	string	banjo	mandolin,	early
20th	century	Mandolin,	1920's	Italian	banjo	mandolin	by	'Il	Globo'	(faults)	Banjo,	1920's	banjo	by	S.rose	&	Co.,	comes	with	original	case	Banjo	mandolin	with	unusual	ivory	&	ebony	fretboard	&	head,	back	decorated	with	timber	specimens.	In	original	case,	early	20th	century.	Banjo	Mandolin	early	20th	century	in	original	case.




